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Trudeau calls_ for a conspiracy 
of love to solve world ills 

In hie welcoming address to c;on. 
lerence ctelegafe,J, Prime Minister 
Trudeau call&d fo< a new dynamic 
Of love In man't relallonshlp with 
man. 
• -There fa a n- world in the

mBk;ing, .. htl ssJcf. •·aryd a spr-e•.ding
a,.-a,enes5 01 Iha< lac!,• He lotd 1ne 
inaugural plenary aeMion, "no 11,9.

Uon can altMd to 1.o1-111 IIN!I In · 
aott�\emplsllon, clasping to 11a 
breas, � po-&ion• In de(llal to 
others. 

"NO longer ia it poaalbl.e. •llher
morally. or  t�hnicallv. not to be ti�· 
cou('lable,'' l)e added. "We· have 
entered (111s nations}, willlnOIY or 
olhet'wlse. 1he er-a of a community 
of lnrerest. vl<al ro the survival of the 
apecies .•. 

"Altruism 18 not tile most highly 
developed o.f 1nt11rnet1onal 
phenomena," he added. "But It 
does eK!tt. 11 It reel, ahd It I• -mak-
1 f'IIJ progress and growing.· 

Mi. 'Trudeau s.1d· mankind's 
future aurvtval wilt require huma<11 
�not onJy to. tolerate one another. 
but to fove one another In a way 
which will require ot ua an 11n
precec:tented detllre to change 
ourselves." 

l 

The Prlme Mi.nlster·s speech 
dr- heavily upon the philosophy 
of • French Juult scholar and
peleontofoglsL Pierre T'emferd d1t 
Chardin. 

Wh,le bolh rerr,fy,ng a,nd 
reas;;1,,1rrng tt11ngr. havP be�n 
predicted llbOUI the conM1quencea 
of exploelve IJ01l\iletlon g,owtt,, Mr. 
Truoea4 aattl he avol<b either e x 
treme and adOp!s II position almilat 
·to that o l  Tell hard - &f1!9lng a
-poaili)le $1<,le In term& ol human
resourcet while acllnowledglng itt
dengera.

Ttle psyctiolOglcal problems· of
over-population also cannot be Ig
nored: he emphasized,

.. The simple existence of evllfY
lndlvldue,J IS -9ut>me(ged In the
coei«

J
atence ot all," he said. "Our

neighbour, who remained -ai a
respoctat>le dl11ta.nce trom ua unlll
the las\ century, hae bean tirought
much closer tt\rough population
growth. and we cannoc Imagine
how . uncomforl.9bly close he w.111
come in tho 'lutura.

In ordet \0 survive, he said, ii la
cl11&r n\8!'1kln d Will ba forced lo
toelallze more - an.d ttla Prima
Minister quickly explained \hat by
"5()cia11zing·· tli, mesnt loving one
a,iother.

"We wijl thus have not only 10 
tolerate one· another. but to k)ve
one another in a wtrt which wlfl re

. quire of us an unprecedented 
deso·e to crtange oUrs�tv�s 

Suc.h o Gf'!:••.,90 will UC mOo, 
aras1tc ti'a" o 1r.1a;or .n1u1abon ot our 
,pec:i-. 

"Th<t on!)' type of love which 
WOUl.:f be etlectlvi, In ttt• tlghtly
paoked work! we already Jive In 
would be a pa�ionale love," Mr. 
Trudeau ••Id. "The fact that ·such a 
statement sounds .slfg htly 
rldiculous Is a measure ol the ex
tent of the change we must mal<a ii 
we are to s'.lve ourselvea," 

Agail.) quotJog Tellhard, Mr.· 
Trudeau said a carlllcal point In
human evolullon ha, been re.aehllld 
In whlcl'I, the only path open fa to 
move toward this common passion, 
e •conspiracy of love.'' 

''The conspiracy of men with men 
8i'ld the conspiracy ol the unlvel$11 
with an ever more Just humanlly -
In this lieS the salvation or human 
settlements and "'" hope held fonh 
by Habitat." 
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Post-Habitat targets announced for Canada 
- To have " ,eliable sou,ce of

ctean water In all communiues by
-To encourage over the nexr1s

year• sensrbly·dMigned "Infill" 
housing 10, senior citlz�ns and 
single persons In exlstlng 
neighbourhoods. 

Habitst was a .llme ot assessment 
and ccimmltr11ent for thit federal 
govetnment. Urban Attairs.Mlnister 
Barney oanson told a post· 
Conlet"ence meeting o! Canadian 
mayo,s. 

He 11ated · the 1011c,w1ng com• 
milmanta ro Improve human 
settlements etrell!I)' macte by Ot
tawa: 

- To enaul'1! the conttructlon al
onemmloll·n- houaingunltaln ttie
years ·1976 lo 1979.

- -

,, 

- lo dfrecpy finance the annual
coAStruciion of et least 40.000 ,_ 
housing units tot tow end mod
eraJo-income people In the same 
period. 

- To construc;t or rehab•itate
50.000 units tor ru·ral and native 
people b- 1974 and 1982. 

- To co11struct o ret1ablllta1e
20,000 n&L•e dwettlngs in tne 
period 19.76 to 198'1.

- To ensure (hlll all aettlem!l'I�
ol slgn1t1can1 slze nave ari adequate 
lave.I of sew11ge,treatment tiy 1985. 

1980. 
• 

- To utilize exialtng infrawuc:.
ture In low-density areaa to provl<le 
:s9me medoum-denslty houslog 
over the nexl five years. 

Beyond these targets, tile 
ministe, t1as propOlled for discus
sion purposee the fOllowlng ed
dlllone: 

- To rehabilitate 1.00,000 dwell
lnO .unlta by the end ot 1.985. 

• 

· - To incr�so our lhermal el
ltclenoy of three million dweltlng 
units by 1990. · 

- To achieve aro net energy
growth In the residential NOtor by
1985. 

- To ect\i.va zero net energy
growth In urban tr,nsport. 

• 

(See alao 9"1<:le on page 41 
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A good beginning 

Habitat was the beginning Qf a 
global search ror soluliqns 10 the 
pr.oblems of human settfament.s. It 
did n·ot,. of 1ts111t. solve the prob�ms: 
of human s·etllements. But It did
start .a process tf'lat will now con 
linue with Increased momentum at 
the United- Nations and within 
countries around the world. 

The pol!llcal· controYel'IY at 
Habitat wes to be-e11P<l(:led. I t  was a 
Vni(ed Nations Conference. Stlll, ii 
Is unfortunate that the conference 
ended on the specific political note 
of Zionism that Canada and many 
nations had soµght to avoid. Apart 
from the lact that Conferences like 
Habit/ii are not organized to deal 
with broad political tssues thll re
mal n unresolved before the 
General Assembly and Security 
Council. thjs last minute polillcal 
focus obscured the tact that Va.n
couver achieved most of the su1>,-
5tantive Objectives set ror It by the 
General Assembly. 

In lhil 64 recommen.datlons 
adopted ror national action, �e 
Conference and the prepa;atlons 
for II were clearlv succeaatuf. Now 
to.be known as the Vancouver Plan 
of  Action within the United Netlo�
end beyond, •th8$8 recomman
datlons provide a clear 181 of
g u i d e.Jines f o r  ac t ion  by

• 

governments . tc;i enable their 
peoples to develop more livable 
neighbourhoods. in decent com
munities using fewer resources. 

In  the  recommendat ions 
a d o p t e d  f o r  i'nternalional  
cooperation. Hapillit oould appear 
et this stage to have been k!ss th·an 
s11ccessluf. But this is premature. 
The Conference did recommend 
the lramework for a new g_lot,al ln
stlt1Jtion on numan settlements "to 
·serve as a focal point for human
seulements action and coordina
tion wiihin I.he United Nations
system", It Is now up to the General
AsS41m.Oly to complete the details
and establish the Institution.

While Canada and a number or 
other countrfe$ could not support 
the Declaration as a whole, 
p-r· i  m aril y b ec.ause ot one 
p;iragraph that appeared to fink 
Zioni,m. ·end reci:.m. the bulk of the 
Oecloralion represents a commil
me11t to urg·ent ac!Jon on inaryy 
fronts and ca,rled the .o•:erwhelm
ing support of the Conl8"enc.. 

• 

Post-Habitat institution 

awaits decision on site 

One of the unre.solved que,tione 
at Habitat was the proposed setting 
up ol a post-Habiiat institution to 111
somewhere in tll& UN structur.e al'ld 
to cieal with human settlement 
problems on a global scale. 

Proposals -and si.1es were not 
lacking. wh·en the ,ssue was d i s 
cussed at Committee 1, which 
deliberated on programs for inter
national co-operation. The com• 
m1ttee recommended the establish
Jnenl of a global intergovernmental 
body and a human s_etllements 
secretariat to carry on \he work 
begun by the Conference_ The en• 
Ure m�tier harb, .;n refe<red to tne 
UN General Assembly s·ession 
which starls In Septernber. 

The African countries would like 
Nairobi to be· the site of any post
Hab,tat organization. The South 
Ame11cans:.and Mexico in particular 
favour -the Mexican city of Guadafa-

The Conference· prompted the 
establishment of an tnternatro,:uil 
NGO Comm,ttee for Human 
Settlements. It was responsible for 
the parallel Habi tat forum wl'lich 
sen1eo as a great event In itsell and 
·as a useful prod on the Conference.
·This �mmittee wlfl now remain in
existence as a cen\fal focus ,for
continuing non-governmental ac

tivll.les fn humari settlements.
The success or Habitat �n·nol be 

evaluated tor five or,ten,years. 9n1y 
now are we beginning to reap the
harvest planted al' the 1972 
Stockholm Conference on the 
Hum1111 Environment. Four ye.rs 
ago. words such as environment 
and ecology were known only to a .  
few specialists. Only a '1andlu1 or 
nations had embryo environment 
p.-ograms. Today rriost countries 
have active and increasingly effec
tive en11lronment programs.. 

We t.1n lodk forward t o  similar 
re&ults. from Habitat. Indeed, 
eeveral co.unities used their 
preparatory work for Habitat to 
launcn settlement programs· a.nc:1 In  
the few weeks since Vancouver
oth&rs have announced poilt· 
Hat>itat programs. 

Tile ultimate success of Van
couver depends on what happens 

• 

jara, whlle the developed n1tlan1 
.suc'1 as Canada favour New York.· 

At the same i, me. two 8$Ulb�sh.
e.d VN organizations whic11 are 
already Involved in human 
settlements have proposed to hen
die any such posl-Habitat in
stitution. They are the United
Nations Environment Program 
headQuartered in fllaitobi and lh'e 
UN's Department of- Economic and 
Social Aff:airs in New Yo,k. 

-

, -

beginning now - H\ the Urilted 
l'iati'ons. bul mostly within various 
governments over the next few
years. Clearly. Habitat focussed 
attentton on ·a global issue tha1 
greatly needed e-xposure. f t  
demonstrateo that the doomsayers 
need not be right; that many 
solutions are in ract available. And 
ii gave direction ·to governmenlS on 
many of the things that urgently 
need to be done. It was a o.ood 
b99lnning. 

J. W, Mar;N•ill 
Commiasionar-General 
Cansdian Habit/It SflCl8farltl 
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Danson implores delegates to 
se·t extraneous issues aside 

• 

Urben Affairs Minister Barney 
Danson made the most emotlonal 
and impassioned speech of his 
polftfcat · career as he urged 
delegates on the eve of tile con
ference closure to put aside Issues 
which had no place a l  Habitat and 
to contentrate on lllose which did. 

He implored delegates meeting 
in plenary to "deal with the Issues 
about which we are deeply con
�rned, so that we can go and deal 
wltll n,ore ot lhe issues that Involve 
mankind." 

• 

• 

, 

Mr. Denson told the delegates to 
leave to 11\e General Assembly and 
the Security Council those conten
tious Issues w�ich had no place at
Hat>ltat. 

"For the aaka of God, for the 
sake of our chlldren and future 
generations, I beg you, -and I don't 
beg easily, to slay with what this Is 
au about. To do what we can do and 
not try to  dowhatwe cannotdo." he 
said. 

Mr. Danson's speech came just 
• P,rfor to a v9te on a procedural tac

tic carried overwhelmingly by Third
World countries with Canada and
seven o.ther nati008 opposing, 

• 

Earlier In his speech, Mr. Qanson 
said he understood and wu 
dMply concerned "about ltla 
lsaues. Iha! dlvlde ua, They are not 
within the competence,.ln my liiew, 
of tllls Conference." 

He said he wO'rrled aOOUt the 
chlldren in the Palestlnlan refugM 
carTlP.S and in the 111ums ol "'alrobf. 
Delegates; he said, could tal<e 
decisions "which could have an Im• 

·m11nM effect on mankind in  the 
years ahead," lnsteao they a,guad 
poliUcal issues which would be 
forgotten. 10 be replaced by new 
political Issues. 

.. 

Moth.er Teresa given standing 
-ovations by crowd of 19,000

Mother Terais11 ol Calcutta 
echoed· Prime Mini8ter Plerre 
Tr\ldeau'• call tor ttle � at .tne 
'HOl'IG to love each other by 
tranata11n9 It inlo everyday terms. 

The Alt>aruan-l>ofn nun who haa 
spent 45 years In lnd\a, 25 ot them 
among tne poor and dying, .told 
Habitat Forum that C.anadians 
should lead lives ol "under:stan
dlng, love and poverty," 

"Love with words is not enough. 
At the iasl Judgment, God wlll Judge 
us by our acllons." she ·Mid. ''The 
Uni� Nations has taken up many 
ret0luUons and not fuifllled one. 
· "J8$us will say: When you saw 

the hungry poor, �id you feed 
lhem7 Wheo you saw the naked 
and sick, did you olothe and heal 
them? When you saw the lonely, did 
you visit them? 

"Canadians stiould come to 
know· their own poor," Mother 
Teresa .added. "Lonely people in 
the wesl are the unknown poor· 
They are easily hurt. emotional 
poverty is a greet tragedy." 

Throughout Mother Teraae·11 
partlclpadon in Habitat foru"!, and 
the Habitat Children·� Confaren�. 
she continued to empnaslze !t is !lot
enough to dlalnterestedly provide 
material needs f6r Ille oppressed. 
1n11ead. Individuals must actually 
Identify wltll tnem '" their needs. 

"We tiave gathered for one inten
tion, to give bread 10 th� hung()'. 
t,und liomea for the homeleN, not 

/vst 1n word," stle 581d. "�I .us love 
illl It hum. Let ua giv. tlll I t  llurts. 
That la the real tee\ ot .1.ove, To be 
un-nted ls great 11.1fferlng and 
poverty.� 

The \ired-looking nun. Yolhoee 
Ord8f of the Si&lers of Charity t,as 
1,200 members and 1 S.O religious 
brott,ers In 18 countrl8$, was one of  
the PQPtJlar heroines - with Bar
bara Ward - of Habilal Foi'um. On 
the opening nlg ht of Iha 
Conference. she addressed nearly 
19,000 i,.ople In Vancouv�r's 
Pa.Clffc Coliseum at a l!llil&llng 
sponsored by the Roman Catholic· Archdiocese ot Vancouver, and 
received several standing ovations. 

At the mass meeting she 
developed -anolf1er or her favorite 
th�emes, that the malerialfy rich 
have much lo learn from Iha poor. 

"In India a &tal'ved, naked v,-oman 
who dlts ln my arms says tllank 
yoo. Jn the West you die In luxury 
and argue wfth your Creator slid 
uk why," sha eald. 

"The llandicapped ere rich 
people. We need them as much as 
they need us. Together we are do· 
tng something beautiful for Goe:!. 

"Christ is seen In the distressing 
disguise o f ,  the poor.• 

,. 

• 

- . .

• 
• 

• 
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, 
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-1 remain concerned about "'1
brothars ahd my slaters In ·ewry 
part of the world, I remain even 
more concerne<t about the babiee 
th81 are coming II)· the y1airl 
ahead," Mr. Oansor) said. 

He reminded the delegatas that 
priot to the Conference he had 
travelled to many cc;ur'!lrfell and 
that they had talked together 
"abouc tile babies, the squatter 
settlements and lhe filthy water we
wanted to clear up.,. 

• 
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Round-up on Habitat Forum 

• 

Habitat - was fl a Conference
l i k e  al l  o ther  rec ·en t  UN 
Conferences. dominated by sharp
disagreem.ents between developed
an.d developing nations regarding
redistribution of resources �unong
and wfu,in natlons? 

Or was it a catalytic mllleu. out of
which emerged a workable
program for intern11tJonaJ action 
and cooP;eratlon to facilitate the ex
change of information. technology. 
exper1ise and resources needad to
make programs tor national action
work? 

· The truth, acaording to post
C o n t e  r e  n ce ref lect lons by  
Conlerence President Barney 
Dan�n and Sacretary-Gene.ral 
Enrique Pe.natosa. probably lies 
somewhere between those IWO
poUticill poltr,. - and we won't
know exactly where for some years.

"Some would think that Habitat
was concentrated on the Middle
East issues and -the new Inter
national Economic Order." Mr.
Danson told the.annual meeting of
the Canadian Federatioo ol Mayors
and Mun,crpalilies a w"k alter .1he
Conlerence Closed. 

"t m US\ repon that we did oot 
:WI\/$ all of t�'f, ,-problem� of the
world, There rs_ still no peace in the 
Middle East, and we covtd nor do 
whar the General Assemoly and
Security Council failed to do .  We 
did no better on the New lnlac
nalipnal Economic ·Order than did 
the UNCTAD Conference in Nair�I 
in May. 

"What we did achieve Is a state
ment on \he urban and �ttlement
aceno which eit.ists now and faces
us in the next 25 to 30 years-,'" tie
said. "We cheller:,ged ourselves and 
01hers 10 look squarely al the issues
end tor each nation as a .sovereign
state to start program11 and set 
programs and prie<it,ea lo deal with 
them with the ... commitment they
deserve." 

Mr. Danson said the real success
of Habitat will be  the "way in which
we put words and agreements into
acti9n." He said he w� pe,sonally
disappointed If! the degree of
politicization that Intruded on the 

I Conference.. bUI said it was not un
i expected. 
I 

-

• 

"But II we took back to
Stockholm; very few people, except
a few UN speciaiis1s. can recall tile
dissent that was .e)(perlanced
ther!I.'' he emphasized. '"#ho 
remembers whO voted on wllal or
who was absen1'? 

''We look l>ili:k on Stockholm as 
the beginning of programs in all
nations which are having Immense
and positive environmental impact
- the springboard which has led to
lntematlonat agreements and ac•
lion which is, thankfully, irrever•
sil'>le. 

"It Is my. belle! that. In ·the near
future. we '!¥ill all loOk back on
Habitat for "!{hal It really was, a
c o n f e r e n c e  o n  h u man
settlements," Mr. Danson said.
"And action that has beg1Jn wil
transform the lives of millions on
this ear1h and will spur us on to ac
tion which we must. indeed. take .. :· 

What, spe.cilicatty, happened
between M_ay � 1 and June 11 In
\ltlncower? Represantallves of 131 
countries - obser:ved by she
na1iooal liberation movements, 160
Non,Gove,nmental Qrganizallons
and a _number ,01· 1nt�go11ernmental
bodln - brought to lrultlon two 
y11ats of preparatoty .-ock and
studies with the adoption of a
Declaration of Principles anci a
se_rles ot re.commendations to meal
the urgent problems ol housing
shortages, contrasting crises of
urban _and rural communities. the
pro.per u� of tend. access to. es· 
setitial services, and public involve
ment and participation In r&�lat 
acllon. 
Declaration or PrinciplH 

The 55-paragraph "\!ancouver
Declaration on Human Settlements.
1976" was submitted to the
Conterenca.after proposed rBllislon
by the Group of 77, a ·consortium of
dev.eloplng nations. It corresponds 
to the oulllr,e of a clrafl developed
by the UN Hal>ltat-Secretariat prior 
to the Confe,ence, 1011ow1ng 
r e c o m m ·e n d a .t lo ·ns b y  t h e
Preparatory C.ommittee an'd subse
q u en r c o n s u l t ation& w i t h
governm.en1,, , but contains a 
number of new provisions; 

Ainc,ng points in the preamble la
a -sietemant "th.at • the ctrcum
�es of Ille for vast numbers of 
people In human s�temenls ai,e
unacceptable ... " As factor•
aggravating the problem, the
p,eemble alnglea out lnequltallle
economic ·growth; soclal, 

• 

• 

·econo mie, ecologlcal and en
vironmental deterioration: a lilorld 
popvlallon growth which � ex. 
peeled· 10 double in the next 25
years: uncontrolled urtian1z,1tion:
rural baekwardness i,nd cll,per
sfon: and "Involuntary migration,
panicolarly pohticalty. racially and
economically motiv.ated relocation
and expul'Slon 61 people from thelr
national homeland." 

The dectarallon states 11\at "the
Improvement of th1,1 quality of llle · of
human beings Is the first and most
ilT'POrtani objective Of av"ry human
settlement policy ... . , .  

Among the most controverstal 
11.ections of the declaration is a 
paragraph which stales that "it Is ...
the duty of all people and
governments 10 join the -stru_ggle
against any form of colonialism,
toreign. -ag(iression and occupation,
domination. apartheid and a.II forms
of racism a_nd reels.I d iscriminatlon
as referred to in resolutions as 

adopte,d by the General M.sambly 
of the United ,Nations," adding "the 
astab1ishmen1 61 settlements lri 
territories occupied by force Is 11-
legal." 

- . 

The 1 S countries, including
Canada, which voted a9111nst tlle
declaralion said their primary ot,.
jection was \he lnclu_slon o! this lm
pllcll endoraem·en1 of General
�ss'embty· resolution 3379 1.)00() of 
Novetnber 1975. which characterii
ed Zionism as a form of rac,,;m \see

, pages 6-7). Eighly -nine countrie11
including most of \he developing
and com1T1unist nations votl!d tor
the declaration and 10 countries
abstained. Those voting against
were Ausii'alia, · Belgium, Canada;
Denmark, France, · lhe Federal
Republic of Germany, Ireland, 
t s rllel, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand,
No.rwaY. , United Kingdom and
United !?lates. 
. Among other general principles,
the declaration says each state has
the ri�h1 fo exercise 

,
full and perina•

nent sovereignty over Its weallh,
�lural cesources and economic
, activi ties; 10 take the necessary
steps to maintain under.publlc con•
trol the use, poa5es�ion. disposal 
and preservation of land; and 10 ex 
erclse0 efleclive control over foreign 

• 

,.
• -

• 
• 

tnve!tmenls, Including trans, I
natlonal corporations operating ,
wltl'lin their borders. 

The declaration also conaemns· '
pollutlon of the biosphere and the 
oceans, and stresses the urgency 
of Implement ing 'the New Inter

-national Economic Orde<. 
Recommendations for 
national action 

The Conference ·also adopted a Iset 01 64 recommeridallons tor 
national action - mos! adopted by i
consensus and address.Id directly 
to governments - sugg95ting con
crete ways in which people m1gh1
be assur.&cf the basic requirements
of human habitation - shelter, 
clean ·water, sanitation and a de
cent physiCat envfronment.-p1us·the 
opp.orttinity for cultural growth and 
the de�opment of the individual. 

The Plenary Session voted to
add a paragraph proposed by 
Cuba to the preamble to the 
recommendations. whlel1 states in •
part lhal "settl8fllent planning and 
lmptementatlon fer the purpo� or
prolonging a.nd consolidating oc
cupation and sub)ugallon In 

· territories and I.ands acquired 
tnroLJgh coercion. and /nUmldatlort 

\muat not be undll!Ulten, and m1n1t
be c·on_demned as a violation of 
Ur.i100 Nations pr\11ctp1es &1\<I 11\e 
Umversal Oeclarallon ·01 
Rights." 

'l The vote on this amendmen\.was
77 In favor to 8 against. with 20
abstentions. 
other propoul• 

.Another Conference resolution
called lor action to ael up new 
United Na1i.ons machlnery concern
ed exclusively wflll humah 
se(tl_enfents, including an ·1n
ter9overnmentaJ body and a.central
��re1arla1 wtiose fob would be ro
help countries to better the lot or
their cftizens in urban aod Furslcommuriitfes everywhere. 

In other action, the Conference: 
·- Recommended unanlrnousty 

that the General Assembly e s 
tablish an audio-visual lnlormalion 
cenire on human s·ettlem&nts. to be

te>cated at the University of. Brttl&ll 
Columbia In Varicouver, 

-Urged all governmen�tosup
port and fully participate In the
United Nations Wat .er Conference
to be held next March at Mar dal
Plala. Argentina. 

Reeomm·ended that th•
General Assembly requ"t the
United Nations SecrelaJ)l•General 

•

• 
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Key /igures during the Habirar Conference: lrom f. to , .• Enrique Peiia/Qsa, Secretary Ganeral ot Habitat; Kurt 
Waldlieim. Secretary General ol the Un/tees NalJons; end TIie Honouflwle Bem•y Danaon. PrealdllnI of tri. C<>nte
tctrte$ and Cfl/ladian Mlnisler responalble for Cenadlan preparations. 

to subfnit a report on "the Jiving 
conditions of lhe Palestinian people 
in the occupied terr itories." (The
report of Hat!ltal Is ro be con
ekfered by the United Nalions 
General Assembly when it moots In 
New York September-December, 
1976.) 

-

lnternation•I Impact 
In re1lactlng on Habitat, Mr. 

Penalosa said the recommen
dations !or nalional action were at 
the heart of the Conference and the 
degree to· which countrle& imple
ment their spirit and content wlJf ul• 
timately determine H.abitat's 
success, 

Key to those recommen<latlons 
ia the premlll8 that redistribution of  
resources within nations lo a 
priority. 

• 

. , 

.. Very little Is going to be achlev•
ed only with a redistribution of 
wealth among nations:' he told a

press conference, :·tn most of th.e 
countries there are enough 

'resources to fulllll lhe minimum 

' 

needs. 
"The probl(lm Is that in mo� or 

the countries ,there are a minority
over-using the resource11 available
with a consequence that tllere are 
ni>t r.esources left to provide the 
minimum needs of the majority. 

'"This Is Iha case of m0$1 of the 
developing countries. wliere we 
have a dual society :... a minority 
enjoying a European or North 
American styla,ol Ille and a maJorll), 
without anything.''• 

Mr. Penalosa said In some cases

this dual system was Imposed dur• 
Ing colonial occupations and· In 
other cases ii was developed aa a 
status symbol. 

• 

• 

• 

"There Is no hope, and I want to 
� very clear .about tills, of 
pro�ldlnQ -your (western) style ot 
Ille ... to t'1e rest of the world," he 
said. "That's out of any physical 
possiblUI)' becatJs.e even here In 
C11nada, the U.S. and Europe you 
a-re- Just In the end ol this kind of 
style of Ufa .  

"Very soon. there are not going 
to be enough physical resources 10 
keep it. Th"en we must develop a 
new styte or life with tile resources 
available by whlc11 we ca.n provide 
the minimal needs to everybody." 

1n speaklng of Hebitars role In 
these basic changes, Mr. Penalosa 
told another -meeting ''If thla
Conference plays la! catalytlc role In 
a new world attack on wat« 
problems. that alone would repay 
all oi.t ettort a hundred time• over." 

' 

"If thla Conference lead1 no 
more than 20 nations to implement 
new and progres.slve laws oo land 
use. thal alone will repay our entire 
effort," ha said. ''Arid thaff things 
will h appeo. •

Relevlnce to Canada 
For individual Cana'dians, wtiat 

·effects will Hatiitat have? The ques
tion of land was most significant.
Mr. Danson says.

"Matters of land use, land tenure
and land PO:icy emerged as a
critical mattsr which exposed our

Canadian dilemma:· he told the
mayors· meeting. "Is ralld a com
modify or a resource? I believe we
are moving signlficanUy lo the view
that it 1s a resotJrce and should be
1,eate_d as such witl)ln the conteJCt
of our federal state and mixed
economy.

"T·he a r g ui:nent (at t h e
Conference) cen1red largely on e x 
cessive land piofits and their
recapture for th.e benefit of s()(;fety
when such profits are Iha result of
puOlic ,nveslment .,,- decision," he
�aid4 ,\, am much mor� ,n,erested ,n
the brotider q,tlest1on� 01 .  \ht, cos\: 01
-..ttrv,c,eo land 10 pr-ov1de l10u.M,...,Q
fur (.;onhdtons - th•'> and t:ngh 1n·•
tere:11 rates are lheJWO mOll �Po(:-.. , . ,,,,<

tant el�te· In hou.,ng c:os!S ·
today."

Mr. Danson said "n- and fm.•
proved methods of planning, zon
ing ·standards, approvals 11nd IIIX·
alion" are needed by ell lev�s of
gowmm11n1 to lower the cost of
serviced land. lie said federal 01-

flclals )l'toulc:I soon arrange a
meetln� with provincial ministers to
d.lscuss a comprehensive approacll
to this crltica.1 Issue.

Other matters -e exposed at
Habitat· wnich are relevant to
Canadians. M r .  Danson added.

''Largely as a result 01 Canadian
action at the Conference. we set
largets for potabk, water In every
communily, In the world by 1990
and Canada set Its own nat1ona1
goal at 1980. We forget that there
are actually communities In Canada
which do not have a reliable source
of clean water.
• ''Because ·our problems are
almost lnslgnilicant"When related lo
(those ot developing countrie-s) and
our resources so great. i t  gives us
less excuse lor our inaoequaeiea
and glaring raeglect in the areas of
our most deprl� people and
communities:· h& c;oncluded.

, 

•• 
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C.anada's 72 delegates 
negotiate key issues • 

• 

TIie Canadian delegation to. 

r 
Hatxlal •as tt>e most politfcelly 
�wt1,tallve and one. of the 
largesi C11rn1da· had ever sen& to • 
u, ·•a� Nations Conference. 

The 72 delegates represented 
Canadians from eve!'}' level of 
-.1t.4Y - tl)e three government 
lire I,. the nall'l!.e peoples. non
o,: uswim!W'tal organiiations and 
._ pnwa1111 se_ctor. 
· The delegation wu Jointly head

_, br Urban Atfarrs Minister Barney 
0.dOI, •l!d Secretary of State for 
r : '""' Atlalrs -'llan MacEache.n. 
11111 ii was led . throughout the
Co11l111e11c., by ,Justlqe Mlnls\ef Ron 
Bl 14r.d llller Mr. Danson was 
el•cted President  o f  i h e  
Ccll"""1nce and the departure of 
Mr. Mec:Fwct-en. 

I I 

, 

The ciomposltlon of the delega
lian -.ired lively dlscusslofl 

W,i,1 ii on the many Iiams con
CIIWIM'IG all the various Junsa'iclions 
11p.rt:,anted, 

TM dulegalion reconstituted 
• I into tttree groups, one for . 

I ict, ot lhe three main Conference 
commrttees. Each oeleo.etlon 
ll'QUI), lel:I by a ·teda,111 or a provln
cill ministe,-, usually mat a\ leu\ 
ouce a day lo review lhe Canadian 
ll'll IJ()d1 ,n ttie hghl or a,scusslons 
"' lhe Confefence CommtUees . . 

In llddmon, members from elllCh 
dllfe!>d'On group met each everifng 
wilt i  the c·anadtan NGOs to dis-cuss 
._ canadian position and the. 
p.og,ess ot the c;onrerence. 

OQlugation officers and r a p 
par-.s met e11ch evening at 
d&\oa,ttxYrl headquarters to report 
on uenlS and to deveiop the 
IIUONM kw the tut.I meeting of th& 
d1'e11n·rn th-e n'!!itl morning. Suril
=zz J ,-.,ons were also prepared 
an .-, at..._, taken place and was to 
t PiM'l. for distrlbuUon at the 
m:1»,•.y m.eling. 

At U- m�ings, the lull 
dd · galion was brieled and held 
I c,19s;,,ns on \lie various eveRlS 
Idling place and their implications. 
TN Caadian delegation was the 
Offy one tuhich held daily pres$ 
br -.-.gs tnto:Jghout the eon
f p ::,....., - members or  the media. 
bo9J c.n.dian and foreign. Tnese 
11111,� briefings were well 
s -J 1 11 • .wi proved quite popular 
•thll!. sue a main source of news
...,, .. C:..Sian partlcipetion In the
awll•enc:e.

·P,-ior to the  conference.
m 1 11hers of the Canadian Habllet 
s.c.-.taliat reviewed all the 
o. ldP11119 capsules and films. carua
dlan Clllle!Ja•ff were then given a 
•I �a II list of capsules to -
� had e re'9vance to Canada.

Tiwee Mminars were also 
02 .mid by the CHS 10 show films 
al ullW countri8$ at which dis
cu · 0'l"I -e held b4!tweeo Cen• 
dat .d11egmas end those trom the 
-=--- �nee!. 

The dlscyssion· on international 
action was divided Into consldera-
1lon ol the dralt <le.clarat·on ot prin
ciples as an inter_nauonal policy 
statem11nt. con side ration· o f  
programs to be undertaken rotlow
lng Hebltat, and discussion of
pos·s,ble char,ges t o  UN
or_ga n I tall o ns dealing wiln 
·settlements.

At the end or the first week, the 
dre� dec1a,ation of the UN Habitei 
Secretariat was countered by a ve,
slon produced by the Group of 77 
Which contained some difflcult 
references to the Mid-East situation . ' 

and soma advanced positions on 
the new international economic 
order . 

Subsequent negotletions failed 
·o resolve tl'la unacceptabje
provisions of the Group of 77teitt or
to permit Inclusion of amendments
proposed by members of ottier
groups. The Group ol 77 text wu
therelore lhe only one considered
in plenary ..

When attem pis 10 obtain a 
paragraph by paragraph vote.prov
ed fruitless the <1ocumen1 was 
'\/Oled on as a whole. Ttie vote WJIS 

• 

� . .< • 

89 1n tavour with 15 against, In
cl udlng Canada, and 10 absen
tioos. 

"II is with deep regret end very 
deep sadness that my government 
has nad to vote "no" on the 
Declaration or Princrples," Justice 
Minister easlor<l said. "'The 
Oec1aration on th& whole Is accep
tllble. but Canad� will not say that
Zionism Is racism and this position 
has bee.n titmly and clearly stated 
before," he added. 

The divisive poUtic:al VOi!! on the

conferenc, declaration provoked 
by the Inclusion of a link be.tween 
Zioriism and racism .should nol be 
allowed to obscure the positive 
results ol Habitat in terms of nu man 
settlements. While 'ihe declaration 
laci<s the weignt or consensus. It 
nevertheless is a document 01 con
s1cklrabl1t value. 

The  Conference and Hs 
preparal:ons · a.chleved the basie 
aims or rocusing tne nations· anen. 
tion on problems ol settlel)len1s 
and the auahty of life or the,, 
peoples. and providing an ex
cnanoe or inforrnauon and an ex
perience on Solutions. 

Very aut,Slenllal r-.ull$ were
1Chle11ed with the recQnim•n
dAtions for national acJlon and eon-

;,dereble progress was made ln 
i;kelcl'llng the future lnstitu1io11a1 in. 
volvement of  the United Nation• in 
settlements aclivlties. 

Issues· 1n the national ac11on area 
ol mosl rel�ance to Canada were 
those de-a ling with land. i n<1igenoua 
people, status ol women: sale 
water, nuclear energy and ac*s

to information. The. land question
wes the subject of considaratila 
discussion withl.n the Canadla,, 
delegation. wnlcl\ panlclpa1&<1 lully 
In the extensive committee 
debates. 

The Colllerenca produced eight 
basic resolutions on lano plus two 
political resolutions add8<1 by the 
plenary d&llllng with land ,n oc

cupied territories and In Panama. 
Tne basic resoluUon recogniz$d 

that, land was. not an ordinary asset 
ano its development required a ' 
large measure·of public ow.nershlp
or control, and that the public as· a

whole should share in any unearn
ed Increment ol land values due to
pul>lfc decisions and lnYestment.

. .. 

,. 

. .

-

ROIi Sffford. hffd ot the canactian de/'eg_alfon, C'>Mul/s w/f/t Quebec Municipal A Hairs Mini$r11r Victor Goldl)!oom
during tht plenary s.ssiotl. In the· bflcl!r,round rs BC Mun/cl�/ Altai rs Minister Hugh Cu/tis • 
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Oo, Indigenous peoples, Canada 
proposed en adOltloo to t'1e 
declaration recognizing the special 
rights. needs arid aspirations ol thii, 
grol.!p but 111$ amendment was un
fortunately squee,1:ed our with those 
ol many others in the process 
leading to adoption of that 
document. 

In committee discussions on 
natlonal action. Canada succeeded 
In obtaining recognition 01 ltle need 
for special al!ention 10 land rights 
of ind,genous people 10 preserve 
t�frc.ut1ural hentage. On the status 
of wome.n. Canada .supponed ao 
am.endmen1 · seeking rodehnilion of 

legal ownership and usage o'f 
lan·d ,n·c1udlng righ1s·o1 women and 
disadvantaged g·roups. 

Nuciear .energy received -con
siderab1e atlenlion in discussions 
between the Cana<;llan· delegation, 
the N60s and 1'1e media. Wfthln trie 

I Ci;>nference. the text which s<Jughl 
' to r,mi1 nuclear technology was 

altered,. mainly· by developing 
countries, to one which spoke only-

o f  ralio n·al lzi  ng hazardous 
le:chnologles in general. 

The Canadlan delegation so.ught 
to amend a ,ecommeodatlon es
tablishing 1986 as the latest date t.o 
.achieve sale.drinking water for all
nations. However, the nnar

recommeridatiori°as adopted by the 
conference set a target of 19!1() "U 
po.ssible," It was lhe Canadian view 
that thes11 words ''it possl'ble" 
weal\ened the force ·01 lhe 
recommendation. · 

nie delegation .strongly sup
ported recommendations which 
endorsed public partlc,pation as an 
ind,spensable ·element In human 
settlements. In this regard. the 
Canadia-n delegation iriterveAed io 
support the need for ·a free ilow of 
rntormalion 1n human settlement 
deo.ision-maklng. 

On the subf�t of settleme·nts 
policy. Canada introduced gr.eater 

' 

empha-sis on resource and en
vironme.ntal policies as positive 
aspects of social and economic 
development  and gained
a.mendments 10 these ends.

In the er.ea or institutions and 
manag!!ffient. Canada contributed 
its experience as a federal state
arid obtained some amendments 10
recommendations iri this .area 
which had been di recied more al 
unitary. slates·. Recemmendatlons 
in the ar(;as of policy an.d in
stllutions gave solid support to In
clusion of setUements as a unifying 
concept in  natic:iilal development 
planning. 

A major Canadian Initiative dur
ing the debate o.n ln1ernat1onal 
programs was an offer to establish 
a United Nations audio_ visual libra

ry at lhe University of BrJtlsh 
Columbia. Canada's ,esolution on 
tills drew· many · c·o:sponsors and
.u.naniinous:suppon. An l!Qreement 
10 tfils effecl was s,gred between 
the UN and the university on June 
12 (See page 11). 

• 

• 

In addiUo-n, Canada undertook to 
c o n t i n u e  s u p p or t i n g  t h e
settlements program at the Asian 
Insti tute of Technology a t
B a ngkok t o  tra . in  homan 
selllements managers in that area 
and 10 tool( favourably on tne es
tabllsh ment of similar programs .In 
orhet regions. 

WtiJle ther'e WilS pro,gress on the 
subjecl of UN post-Habiiat ln
stiiu.iional arrangem�nts for
·seltlements, ihere was no com

prehensive resolution_ Canada
played -an active re_go!iating role In
the debate by convening several ad
hoc groups ·01 delegates trom
various couritries to discuss the
issue.

The debate· revealed general
agreement on the ·need lor -a new
interg.overnmenlat boqy: terms ot

reference for tf\e o,gan liauon and a
nee.d to rtigional)ze operallons.

, 

- .

\ 

-------- ------- --- - --- ---- - --- --r--- ------ -- ---- - --------,

Many recomm_endations for national 
action have relevance in Canada 
·Editor's Note: Among the
Recommendations for Nallonal Ac
ti

on resulting rrom the Conference
were many of direct relevance 10
Canada and fo future government
decisions. These are hiQhlighted
below.

• Esta.bllsh national pollcy on
human settlemenls. including dls
tribulion o f  population af1(1 (elated
social and economic activities.

• Report put>ltcly on a coo
llnuous evalualion of human
settle1ne11t.s condit,ons.

• Planning lor ruial areas should
icx;us on stlmulati�g lheir economic
and social e<;>n<litioils,. and over
come d.is!ldvantages of $C&ttered
popu1a1rons.

• In settlements, emph_asis
should be on renewal ·and
rehabilitation, especially respeciing
the rights and a�plralions ol people
living ihere, preserving the social
and cultural val1.18$ lhat exist.

e All levels· of government 
should set up instiiutlons to f.or
mulate-and -implement settlement
pOl 1c1es and strategies at national. 
regional ·and local levels , 

• The efficient use of ene1gy
shou ld be given special consioora
tion In the choice ol designs and 
t e c h n o l o gles . f o r  t ,uman 
settlements. 

• In choosing development
alternatives tor sheller. intrast1uc
ture an-d serv icei,. special attention 
should be paid to the costs and 
benefi1s ol tutUte manage.men!. 
maintenance operadons, and 
capital co'sts. 

• A major part ol housing policy
ef1orlS should Include programs 
and lnstru monts to ·  help people to 
provide better quality novsing for 
themselves, either individually or 
collecUvely. 

• Safe water supply and hyOentc
waste di;posal should receive
priority, attempting to arrtve ·at cer-
tain qualily and Quantity targets by 

.a certain date. Also. t•rgets should 
b e  consldel'ed at the UN 
Conte1ence on Water in March 

• Minimize the generation .of
washJS; iurn waste into· a re.source. 

• Land ls a scarce resource: its
management should be subl_ect 10

publlc survell!anc:e or control .1n the 
Interest of the whole country. 

• Change in use of fond. es
pecially from agrioulluraJ to urban, 
should be  subjecl 10 public control 
and regulation. 

• The unearned lncremeni a:s a
cesuli or itie rise in l8fld values 
resulting f.iom a change In us-e . ol 
land, an·cs particularly from public 
inilesfmenl or decision. must be
subjecl to appropriate recapture by 
public bodies (the community). 

e Publlo ownership should be 
used. whe·re appropriate, to obtain 
areas for urban expenslon, to bring 
into ettect· urban and rural land

changes; and _to supply serviced 
land at price levels which permit 
socially accept�ble iypes ol 
developmel')I. 

• Need for comprehensive Infor
mation on land caoabllity. 
• • Public parucipatlon should be
considered as ·an indlspens.able
element ;n human settlements -
particularly in planning slrategtes.
formulation. implementation and
management II should Inf! uence alJ
levels of go,..ernment.

� Publlc participation requires � 
free 11,>w ol 1ntormation among all 
panies concerned - based on 
mutual ·understanding, trust and 
education. 

• Pupllc partloi patlon should
have wide lnvol11ement, particularly
Including those who tradltlonally 
have no.t parlicipllted either In 1119 
plannin_g or !he d�lsion-maklng 
processes. 

• 

1976 at M•r del Plata. Argootlna. 
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Many lessons to be learned 
from monitoring process 

Tf!_e Hilbitar Bul/ftfn provides a 
lor11m tor comm9nts by lndivid11sls

and meml>ers of the NGO·commu
n1ty, This time our contributor is 
Geoffrey Grtinvl!JB-Wood. Execu

tive Director o1 the United Nations
Association of ·Canada, Chairman
ol 1/1.e NGO Partlcipa//on Group, 
11.nd member ot thB Canadian de/9-
.gation st Habitat. 

Tne Canadian NGO Participation 
Gto.up sel llP a well organized and 
elfective monitoring proc.ess d'uring 
t h e  Ho·brta t  C o n l e r .e .n c e. 
Throughout the Conference, the 
NGO mon, .!ors kept close tabs on 
tne various positions. pos1ures and 
non-positions taken in tile Com
mittees and at the Plenary by the 
ean.adlan delegation.

On a number of fronts these 
positions were the.subject of critical
ana.lysls by 1nose NGO represen
tatives present. The maJor 

.question:!! tnat aroused NGO con
cern ·were land specuJallon. the 
rights ol lndl.11enous pe9p1e ana tile
N- International Economic. Order.
-"The quieeUon ot nuclear ener.gy and
continued 1181es 01· CANDU r.aactora
by-Canada was a n,ghly con1rover
sra1 ,ssve as well an� many NGOs
pushed /or c·anada to agree 10 a
mor!ltorium on future sates

pending ln11111St!gation Into the 
safely of lheM! reactors. 

On the lllnd speculation 
quesllon. the Canadian de!i!?ialion 
was proposing an amendm'ent to 
lh"e UN reso1u1lon which substan
ttally watered dO\\'n Its intent and 
scope. ti was o.nly after th,s Cana
dian proposal f\,id been aired and 
debated al one of the dally N.GO/ 
delegation meelings thal opposi
tion be9an to bulld. Eventually. 
after a great deal ot debate within 
the Canadian delegahon .and with 
pressure com.ing from otner 
c-0un1ries e.1 the Conference. 
Canada was a01e t o· support a lafrly
strongly worded resolution. In fact, 
Canada moved some amendments 
lrl the latter stages 1hat helped -
strengthen and broaden hirther tho 
final text. 

The .New International Economic
Order Issues brought out i n  the 
Group ot 77 lext on the 0$Claratlon· 
of Principles caused tne Canadian
delegatlori great difll�lt!es. NGOs 
on the monitoring programme 
locus�ed on lh1a question at  a 
numt>er or meetings but to no avail.

• 

-

The Canadian position did not 
appear to budge as we were locked 
In lo· taking. a jOlnl approa.ch with 
.. othsr rich cou:ritr!es - U.S .. West 
· Germany, U.K., France, etc. The ln
ternatoooal aspects were also
emphas,zed when NGOs called tor

a Canadian dollar commllmeni 10,
tne clean w.at.er target tor develop
ing countTi�. The pressure built up
and by lh'e ·end ot the Conference.
Canada was able to announce ·that
we already were spending S70
million a year on water-related
program mes through CIE>A and
that Uiis amount could Increase If
developing countries requested
more such programmes trom
CIOA.

One fssue was not the subject ol 
much controversy. Canadian NGOs

called for the Canadian delegation 
10 insen reierence to the ··special 
rights, needs and aspirations or In
digenous people" in ttie Declara
tion of Principles. NGOs also cal� 
for. emphasls to be placed on ltle 
rights of indigenous women. The
aeiegation readily agreed but thl:!1 
canadlen amendment got lost In 
the shuffle when 111-. OeclaretioJt or 
Pr1nc1p.1es became embroiled in 
COt\lroversy on the --2;,onism 1,:; 
racism" Issue. 

-

The monitoring programme 
could therelore claim so.me • 
successes. some fal1ures ano some 

Jnconclusive results. The daily 

. 

. 

meelings between delegates and
NQOs were informative, 1riendly. 
controvers,al. strained. healed. 
a m u s i n g .  t rus tr.atlng and 
educational, a.t dillerent Umes. 
NGO representatives o.n the 
delegation were Olten torn between 
bel ng a pa.rt of tile audience and
asking tor answers and ex 
planations. In fllct between a'ctlng 
naturally and normally, or stitrmg 
themselv8$ and maintaining the
lacade of a "united" delegation 
position. 

Many lessons could h11,ve been 
lear™!d from this monitoring 
process. I t  is certain that bo1h 
NGOs and olfictal.deJegetes gained 
a great deal from the programme. 
The problem riow is to see whether 
these lessons hltve any effect on 
future relations between govern
ment and NGOs on· human silttl• 
ment and other issues. 

This question wm no doubt be 
anawere<f io tile oomtng mont/la. 

1 

Festival. success begs fo� a re·peat 
l 

Vancouver may rtever be ilull 
agarn alter Festival Habltai. ac
cording to Ernie Fladell. Its 
organizer and gerieral ringmaster: 

The Fesliv/ll was such a cultural
success that Fladeil is already 
planning a similar S!lries ol events. 
for nex1 vear. The armos))here and 
enthusiasm .generated amo'i'lg BT· 
t.i5ts and audience alike · was so
positive. ne said, •you almost wish 
you could bottle it.· 

A year and a half before. II was 
decided ther Vancouver"s r-ole as 
host of the UN 1-ia.brtat Conference 
should b:8· the cr.eati0<1 of e warm 
envl ronment - culturally If not
cllmat,caJly. 

Fladell. a socl•I planner w:lth the

city. was called In es co-ordinator. 

Wor!llng with municipal, pro,;,lnclai 
and Independent funding. h e 'came 
up wlt11 a five-part program 
r,epresentlng wtiat he lett were the 
most lrnporlltnt aspects ot the ans 
from across Canada. 

Regional theatre trom coast to
coast was br.ought to the Van
co-uver East Cultural Ce11tre.and the

Oav,d· Y .H. Luo Theatr.e .  Companies
trom Newfoundland. Ontario. 
Sasklltchewan· and Bri!!sh eo1um
bta performed 10 genen11ly go<>cl 

• 

audienoos. with Codco from St. 
John's selling out every night. 

Ho·we-ier, la Compagnie des 
Oeu� Chaises from Montreal, with 
p_roductions or Les Hauts and Les 
Bas de le vie d'une visa: Sarah 
Menard, received little suppon 
even !(om Vancouver's French
speaking community and played to 
"eni barr assin·g0 houses.  

Tne Habrta1 Cr.aft Festival. with
artisans trom across the countr}( 
showing and selling their work, wee 
located in 11)8 CP Rail S_tatlon �nd 
adjoining Granville Square. Rain 
during the nrst week q ulte dampen
ed the outdoor section. which 
rotated about 500 street. ex
per im en  ta I and developing 

• 

I 

• 
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craftspeople; however. by the end 
of tl'le UN Conference an estimated 
75.000 people llad attended the 
festival,. Indoors arn;f out. 

The cost ol Festival. Habitat, in
cluchng str.eet b..anners and, a 
billboard contest p)us 1wo 
publications dealing with Van·
co·uver and Habitat. reached an es
limated $80.000. Ne11r Its close, 
Fledell said he e�pecled to break
even or maybe even ma,ke a small 
prollt to Pill toward a future1estival. 

\ 
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Action to ensure continued 

consultation with NGO·s 

, 

.. 

The Habii.t conference Is over 
but the process Of ronsultaUon 
betwee11 the federal government 
anq Canadian non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) will contlhue. 

·aeto�e It  w9und up, Justice
Minister Ron Basfor'd. leader ot 1he
72�mitmber Ca.nadian delegation to 
t:febltat. announced 1hat Minister ol  
State for Urban Affairs Barney 
Danson Will arrange a Po$1• 
Conference seminar with the f'.lGOs 
and the Cilnadlan National Com
mlttN for Habitat pro� bly early 
this fall. 

The NGOt consist of about 170 
o r g a n l z a tf o n s  - c h u r c h,
p,olesSlonal. commercial, labour
and other special Interest groups -
which sent reprnentative& to Van
COUVElf. many Of them as monitor,
of the official Canadian delegatlon·a
performan� In the UN c·onference
NSsions..

M r .  Basforct said Iha NGOs 
probably also 'Will be Invited to par
ticipate hi an lnlernatlonal seminar 
on Energy tor Human Settlementa, 
organised by the Housing, Building 
arnf Planning Division of the 
Economic Commission ol Europe 
IECE), whiciJ:i Cana(fa wllf hotl In 
Otraw& Jn Octobar 1977.

Mr. BastorcJ sale Ille leder,1 
IJOYernment will alllO encour,iae the 
NGOa to c:ondu<:\ their OM\ �
contefente ai;:1111111ea on a n111ion11· 
or regional basis. 

L.ln Gocxl. praldent ot \he Com
munity Planning A!l80Ci&tlon ·o! 
Canllda, announced al one NGO 
...,.ion that her . organizatiOn hact 
already committed $250,000 for 
genera.I 

0

NGO follow-up activitiu. 
At the final NGO meeting Ber

nard Daly, co-ordinator of the 
monitoring opetatiOn. � that the 
NGOs will produce their own 
Conference report. evaluating their 
role and ettectiYen8\S8 In the Habitat 
Conlerence and proposing follow
up action. 

De• pita the strong differences ot 
views on some i11s�. Mr . .  Basford 
stressed, the official Canadian 
delegation and the NGOs had In 
fact reached su_!)sranllal agreement_ 
"on a se.t of obiecllves ,� thla 
country." 

He cited speclllcaliy the NGO 
impact on the d�egllllon's f.lnat 
position on sec�on 0-3 of the 
Conference Recommendations for 
NaUonal Action, which rel.ates to 
land speculation profits, and to a 
section in the Oeclar.atlpn of Prln• 
cipln which recognizes lndlgeno1111 . 
people's rights. 

On the land laaue, the UN Habitat 
· Preparatofy Committee had first
proposed that the community muet
recapture the "phis vaJua" of any
land resulting from change In usa

or froin public inveslmitnt.
The Canadian delegation flrat

proposed that this be amendlld to
ret11m only. an ••equltabfa portion"
of . such pn:itils to the publlc
becaUBe private Jnltletlve ·1s stJU an

I m  port ant element In land
davelopment, aa Mr. Basford ex
plained at one of the daily. po,,q
brleflnga.

But the NG.Os. who met with the 
offic.ial delegation every night at St 
Andrew's Wesley Church, opposed 
this position and C4lled for a strong 
Canadian stand on the issue. 

A few days later, Mr. Baslord dla,.
. closed that the delegation would 

&ndorse a new wording - then.b .. 
Ing discussed in Committee 3 -
calling for a return 10 the com
munity of a "major portion' of such 
unearned land increments. 

But the NGOs w- still unhappy 
- u were several national 
delegations In Committee 3 - and 
Canada finally 8Qt'ffd 10 lhe, 
elimination ot all references 10 ·anv 
''pbr1,ons" in (h" final texl ot the

recom.mendatlon. 
-The next day, Mr. �rd and

Senator Ray Per111011 publlcly 
IICl<nowledged the NGO lnfluai"ICe 
on tho nnat Canadian position. 

Said S8flator �ay Perrault, "This 
Js the first time that the official 
Canadian delegation to any intet
national conference has received a 
genuine Input from the NGO&. 

''They haYe affected t'1e thinking 
of the Canadian del�a.tlon not only 
on thlS issue but !1,lso on the ques
tJon of women's rights end native .
Indian rlgh1&, on nuclear energy 
and on housln_g." 

· There wu never any hint of
agreement, though, on the nuclear 
energy Issue, With the·. NGOs firmly 
aupporting I.he d4'1!1and for a .com
plete moratorium on all nucl881' 
p()Wer development and a halt to all
C•nadian 8>1POIU of CANDU 
reec,ors. 

Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
had made It quite clear at ·a newa 

• 

• 

• 
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conference on the second day of 
Habitat that Canada would not be 
swayed from 11$ present course.. 
Nevertheless, the NGOa and 
memt>ers of tt,e press continued 10 
needle the Canadian delegatlon 
leaders on this l�e. 

On the other hand, the NOO. -
but more particularly delegation 
adYller Gloria George, president of 
the Native Council of Canada -
wera successful In getting the 
delegation's supp0rt on the Issue ot 
special right• for lndlgenou1 
people. 

At Canada', behest. the UN 
Conference adopted this statement 
In the final DecJa,atJon of 1>rln• 
clples: ··5pec1a1 rlgh_ts, needs and 
aspirations of lndl_geno.us Peoples 
must receiYe Mt consideration, 
wJtn particular attention to the
equality' of lndlgerious women." 

While NGOs could claim credit 
for ctianging, or at I.east lnfluenctng. 
official delegali9n thinking on some 
Issues·, they did not got a detegallon 
resp_onse to their eight-point 
m·anifesto - Issued three d�s 
before the Conference ended. 

e«n11rd Daly described It as "11 

Chart for futuf'O nction by aJI te\lela 

01 oov�nn,en1, and tne NGOs as

-11."
At one point. Mr. e.tord hed

proml99d to address the NGOs at 
their ftr:1111 mMtlng June 10 to out
line a delegation r8$ponse to the 
ma.nlfeato. but tllan he cancell41d 
out due to prB$Slng: last-minute 
negotJalions on Conference Issues. 

Even befo�e that. Mr. Daly had 
e,cpressed misglving.s to letlow 
NGOs "that. public participation Is 
inYited, our NGO views are not su t 
llciently Integrated lnto-governma,11 
decision-making ... 

SanatQr Perrault, speaking ai 
anoihet NGO session, strongly u,g. 
ed them "to keep on the heat and 
the pr8$$11re_." 

l:le repeatedly empnaslzed tllat 
the official C.anadian delegatiort 
was the lar,ges_l and most represen
tative ev&r sent to an Jnternatlonal 
conference· and lhat II hilly
reflected "the Canadian reilllty·· - ' 
the Interests o f  federal, pr<i11lnclal 
and municipal governments.as well 
as Of the- various polilical parties 
and regions. 

fie noted, fdr example, that on 
the Issue or public control over land 
the provincial gowrn!Tlllnta, rather 
than the federal go11ernmen1, hold 
lhe constitutional powers under 
Brltf&h North Ameriee Act. 

' 

-
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The federal government could 
only urge and advise provincial 
governments and munl.cipalities on 
the question of returning unearned 
land increments to the community, 
the senator said, and the NGOs 
could not expect the federal 
government .delegates 10 Naume 
m0<e po_, than they really 
poeeeas. 

At tliek fJnal buN sess.Jon, the 
NGO. aubttantially agreed li:,at, 
after all, they could nof claim to 
truly represent· the collecthie views 

. of the membership of their Jn. 
dlllldual organisations on auch a 
wide range of issues as at Habliat 

However ·, Merk oo·rtman 
of the NGO Parllclpatlon Group 
noted that. .In tact. more than 
400 de.legates from about 170 or
ganiz!3tions ha(f met in 0111!- for 
2 'h days last December to produce 

, tile 1()0-page NGO report tor 
Habitat, which contained 68 
specific: recommendations. 

Mr. Dorfman and Mr. Daly ·met 
each morning with NGO delegates 
to assign monitors to tile flve 
centres of Conlerence proc�•ng_a_ 
- \he pfene.,y session. the ii,,ee •
<;on,m,\\oes ar;d Hab1\a\ t:oruff\ 

In the evening the monitors 
·NMtWl'l 8 d _., .. 1b• Cflurcfl l!Nd
quaner's and reported their ob�
w110n1.' During a one-flour dls
cu.sslon, the group determined Its 
position on the day's laauee In the 
COl'lfe�ence. 

Promptly at 7:30 p. m. -,y night 
the officiel Canadian delegation 
arrived In the chureh_ to face 
NGO complaints and qutietk,ns. 
$ofl'l& S8!1Siorni were attended by 
more than 300 people. Tempers 
flared on o¢aslon - as coold ti. 
expected. · 

As · one Saskatchewan delegate 
obaerved at tlle final ""'on: ·we 
will always have conflict - end, 
after flll, thars why we came tiere In
the first pl.ce. eut rara keap lt
batanced." 

Said · Mr. Dorfman: "Our par
ticipation WU SUcceMfUI. We 

�ohieved what we sa.t out to do -
n&")ely·set up� mechanism where
by the NGOs could meet an� .ex
cha�e views with the official 
delegation IO$tead of shouttnq In 
the wlldem-." 

8 
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Children'·s conference debates issues 
and builds its own Habitat village 

The delegate from the United 
Kingdom had had enOUQh 
decislon-maldng for the day, &0 he 
cllmbed to the top rung of the 
monkey bars to get away from It all 
and absolutely refused to come 
down. 

Taro C. Jay was a lour-year-old 
part icipant or u,e _Habltat 
conference for chHdren and youth 
which was he ld from May 31 to
June 10 In parallel with the United 
Nations Conference on Human 
Settlemenis. 

The Chlldren'.s Conference was 
divided Into Junior end senior sec
tions, with _each reviewing Issues 
relevant to the Habllat theme. f;lut 
while the 13 to 18-year-cild 
seniors. nieeling at the Lulheran 
C�mpus Centre al the University of 
B.C .. were following the example of 
th.e UN Conference with plenary 
sessions. committees and subcom
ml1te41s the mostly eight-to 13-
5-&!lr-old juniors were throwing 
protocol to iha wind and getting 
down to the concrete business of 
building their own Habitat village. 

The gymnasium of Vancouver's 
University Hill l;lementary School -
was ttio site of the Junior section. It 
w,s where everytntng from scrap 
clolh 10 disposable diapers was ln
dustrlou�ly h11mmar� anel glued 
together. 

This cardboard village was all 
part of \he ch\\dren's dellnllle>n of 
·wh&\ Habitat meant to them.

Although Mflous <llscuaslona and
. written reports wore productid, they 
reni:(ed 10 be crayone<1 on walls 
rather tnan typed on paper. 

Scrawled deflnillons under the 
banner "HABITAT IS .. ." ranged 
trom "A place 10 form pressure 
groups" to some\ntng a llltle closer 
to home: "Habitat la a happy 
house." 

tt was Important that the junior 
aeaslon be not Just words but 
"doing"_ The vlllag1;1 prpvldl!d a
chance f0< the chlldren to work on 
aometh·tng concrete; It also stood
as 'proof that children do care about 
their luture and. more Importantly, 
that they are ready to do something 
about 11 - 11 only the adult world 
would stop and listen. 

- p.nd that posed a P{OtJl_em. 
Although Iha results of the ofl1c111;1 UN Conference o n  Human
Settlements wlll have a direct affect 
on the lives oi our youngsters, lew 
adults, let alone today'.s. policy 
makers, stop to ask chlldren what 
1hey feel about thelr own tomorrow. 

10 

wnen queried as to·why they are 
rarely listened to, children were 
quick to reapond: 

"Adulls don't think we're smart 
enough." 

"They don't think our brains are. 
big enough.· 

"They don't know how to listen to 
us:· 

But on Juhe 10 these peoptewno 
are going to be most affected by the 
results of  Habitat finally got a few 
words in edgewise -and ttiey were 
partially th058- of Chal�man Mao 
Tse-lung. 

Addressing Habitat Forum on 
behalf of the children's confM!lf'ICe. 
teenager Alida Moonen summed 

• 

up with a quote from ttie Chinese 
leader: "Youth. the world Is yours 
as weff as ours, but in the last 
analysis it Is yours- Our hope Is 
placed In ¥OU, ..

The children called for definite 
government action on such 
problems-as lopd, si,etter. purifica
tiOI) ot water. h_e_alth and energy. 
Representing the senior con
ference. Miss Moonen asked t1u1t 
children's Ideas be heard and con
sidered. 
• "What we ask is that you .listen to 

us and recog!'lize us as citizens ot
, today, as . well as citizel)S ot 

tomorrow, and use our ability to lhe 
fullest". 

Following this speech In the 
Forum Plenary Hall. the Junior con
ference presented a variety of skits, 
essa�. p<;>ems and sor\gs In a 
n·aarby room. 

One joint proposal put forward 
by the cllildrlifl was: to _sink a 
number of BUckmlnster Fuller 
domes to the bottom of the oqean 
to create an underwater city. Water 
would be pumped out, air In, and 
e,ierybodY. Including family P,ets 
would live happily under the sea. 

When visited one d.iy a weal< 
before thts. the Juniors were hard at 
it' facing the problems of bulldtng 
their own habllaL Take, for e'x

ample, nine-year-old jerry Rozon. 
from Calgary. He named his struc
·ture Happy Hallllat House but at
one point It was tocking rath!l'r aad.

Jerry was the foreman ot a team
of 1hree pulling the roof on the
house. Consttuclfon ground lo a
halt when it was discovered
someone had neglected to put up
one of the nec8$Sary four walls. 

Being a responsible leader, Jerry
jumped into 'the breac_h, standln_g
on a chair to hold up the roof
himself until the mi!J8111g well
materialized.. 

. 

But Jerry was not s_atlsfled. The 
rool needed s1ill more support. Hall 
an hour later he had devised an· 
elaborate we!:> ot string which ued 
the ovarwelgtu celling to bars on 
the gymnasium wall. 

The resulting design would have 
been the envy of any engineer. 

Jennifer Harris, aged 12 and a
University HIii .student, was busy 
converting blue disposable diQ1>ers
Into curtains. She explafned thill 
"ours is  the most underdeveloped 
area b·ut when we get our windows 
up we'll catch up to the rest of the

gymnasium.'' 
The repre-sentatrve from Edmon

. ton, Richard Mullan. aged 7 314,
was in charge ol the constr.vction of 
the "quiet corn(!r" where delegates 
could relax. 

Richard sectioned off his araa 
with long benches and . spread
malS o n  the floor. As a finishing 
touch, he built a platform rrom 
which delegates could grab iong 
ropes from the ceiling and catapult 
themselves -over the gym floor.

• 
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He ha<! Indeed thought of 
everything. 

Taking time out, Riohard explain
ed his potlcltfs and was quick to 
come to the polnt,"Habllat means 
people helping everybody In the 
whole world. Wh-1 we need 
are more houses and to sell them 
cheaper." 

Some of the children found It 
hard 10 adjust to conference 
decislon-m'akfng. But UnJoo Lee, 
aged 12 and from Korea, didn't 
have that problem, 'Tm th"e ona 
wtlo bosses everyone around," she 
said. "It's great. i love the power", 
Sha was heading up a &quad 
cutting out, pa�r graas fo_r one of 
the gardens. 

Unjoo Is not co111pletely power. 
crazed, however. Says she: "II I try 
and help-the·world hard enough, I'll
succeed like Mother Teresa", 

Mother Teresa, the Cathotio n11n 
ren()Wned for her missionary Work 
in  India, ol)'enad the children•, con• 
lerarce. Many other Important 
speakers also addressed the 
chi ldren,  Including Br i l l ah 
economist Barbara Ward and 

• 

• 
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lnventor-phlloaopher Buckmlnster 
Ful,ler himself. 

The Idea of the children's con
ference wu first proposed to the 
United Nations last August by 
Australian delegate Norman Fisher, 
wtio refers to onlldren ae "tile only 
dreamers left In the world." 

Under the watctiful aye ot HSJ1ne 
Margstrand; the conference co
ordinator. the Save the Children 
Fund was at>le to raise tile necessa
ry funding In cooperation with alx
counlries lnelud,ng Canada. 

Norman Fliiher's dreamers glued 
·and stapled their future together.
,Some hung by their heels from ihe
highest monkey bar, white others
struggled to hold up a wall.

• 

But they all bullt the1r habitat 
together. And th'at's what "Hebltat
wae all about, both· for UN 
delegataa and children alik._ .. 

I 
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, Use of audio-visuals 
an unqualified success •

• 

. Whatever the eventual impact of
decisions made at Habitat 
delegates and organizers . agree
that the innovative use of audk>
vlsuals at the Conference was an 
·unqualified success.

Gerry Graham, audio-visual co
ordinator. 

The audio-visual · conference 
reality was very close lo wi,at was 
orlgi11ally conceived when Frank 
Mayrs, director of creatrva ser
vices, Patrick Reid, now need ot

Public.Affairs In the External Affajrs 
department, and Creighton 
Douglas, Clirector-generar of the 
host.program, first $81 down to talk 
about the shape of Habitat In the 

"There was a general feeling 
among dalugates that we can't go 
back to tho old way ot doing 
things," said _Malcolm Cool11y, 
manager of aucho-vrsual design. 

··And yet we Just scratch.&!l the
.surface of the way audio-visuals 
can be used ·at conferences ot lhis 
s.ort," he added.

In all, some 230 audio.-vlau111
i>res_entatlons were brought to 
Habitat by co11ntries, . liberation 
movements. no.Ii-governmental 
a n d  i n t e r-go v e r n m ental  
organizations and u N agencies .  
About 175 of these were a:vallable 
to de.l�ates and media ln Arabic, 
English, French, Russian · or 
Spanish In lull-length versiOns at 
Iha Project Presentation Centre 
(PPC) ·in the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
and to delegates, media . and the 
public ·at the Playhouse Theatre 
and on tl'le cable television Habitat 
station. 

Operating trom 8 am. to m i d 
night tr.om May 27 to tl'le end of the 
Conference, the P.f'C averaged 200·
requests a day for viewing. 

Feedbaeli trom the delegates ai 
!lfe PPC was lavorabla. many say
ing the presentations were the bl!St
le�: <re or I.he Conference. · · 

Dally showlrrgs ol the films at the 
Playll.ouse attracted aucliences 
tangrng from 80 lo 100 pa, cant ol 
·the 650-seat capac.11)'.

C8P81>� v,,rslona o1 th• prenn
\a\loM also w01e avaltalll• to th11 
cieleoates in lhe Plenary and In 
Commit\11" 2 ano 3. At \he Plenary, 
speakers aaked tor 80 capsules, in 
Committee 2 41 capsules wef• 
shown, and 37 were:aired In Com• 
mlttee 3. 

"Despite tile fact that capsules 
were sllll Just arriving in Vancouver 
tn the s�on(I w.eek of the 
Conference. audio-visual Sl!lff were 
able to fill about 80 P.&r c11nt of all 
C$psule · screening rllQuests·· said 

One lastlng result for Can�a of 
the United Nations Habitat con
teren�e was acceptance ot a Joint 
offer by tne Federal and BrlllSII 
Columbia gov�nmentil to finance 
the establishment o l  a U.N audio
visual librar.y at  the University of 
British Col um bla, 

use announced jU� before the 
Hebitat eonrerence that it was 
se1tln'g up a Centre lor Homen 
Settlements a l  the Woodward 
rnstructlonal Resources Centre on 
campus. The Hat>ltat audJo-visual 
library. with the 230 lllms and s11_de 
shows (17S of them In five 
languages each) produced for the 
Conlerence plus up to 10.000 
Habitat documents, will now be in
cluaed in the Centre. 

An ,nterim agreement was sign
e d ·  June 12. 

II was· 1e1er reponed t>y the Van
couver Sun that the cost of the UBC 
human settlements centre will be 
$6 million, shared equally by 

ra11 of 1973, . The Idea of illustrating human 
settlements solutions through 
tradllional lhree-dlmenslonal dis· 
plays was quickly dl$Carded as re·

quiring toq mu.ch space aod as
highlighting the difference in 
CaP,abllili8$ between rleh and 
developing CO\:Jntrles to mount 
elaborate · exposlllons. 

Film was a natural aner-naUve -
not slick trayelogues, but cln.emalic 
lttustration or problems. showing 
and evaluating solutions which had 
been tried_ F6f m·echan1ca1 and 
practical reasons, a ffla)(imum time 
limit of 26 minutes was set for each 
film. T-o Introduce people to the 
content of each film. the idea of the 
capsule on vtdeo-tape. cea
�i16!! was conceived. 

Other early decisions gave the 
go-ahead to a closed-circuit tele
vision system to let delegates and 
medra know what was happening at 
other Conference sites. and to 
program.ming on eJost,ng cable 
netwo;ks ro bring rhe Conference 
into tile 11\1;09 roon,s ot B11r1.stt

Columo,ans ,fnd norel rooms 01 
delO!JaU!�. 

Mr. Oouglaa.' task became one 
which complemented' his previous 
rotes wllh Canadian panlcipatlon In 
Expo 67 and Expo 70 - he was·t'he 
Intermediary between the creative 
people. who- e<W!sionad. how the 
audio-visual program would work, 

federal arid proVlnclal governments 
and spread over the tiii-e-year 1nltlal 
agfeement between USC arrd the 
UN. 

The UBC Centre loi' Human 
Settlements wlll be under the dlt'!C· 
lion of Dr. Pete, Oberlander. one
tlme heed ot the UBC Depanment 
of Community and f.leg1ona1 Plan
ninlil and a former Secretary ot the 
Ministry of State for Urban Affalra. 
Dr. Oberlander was a member of 
the Canadian delegation to the. 
1972 UN Conterenqe on the Human 
Environment in Stockholm and 
played an instrumental role In 
bringing lie Habitat successor to 
Vancouver. 

If the UN Gener-al :Assembly 
approves the Interim agreement. 
the audio-visual library will hold the 
copyrights ot the films for five years 
and they w11r be availat>le tor toan to 
UN memb<,r nations. 

• 

and the technical people, who had 
to find equipment and aystems 
wh·ich woill<t both work and do the 
Job with a minimum or expense. 

"If I have any spe�lalty, it's ll:lat I 
bring creative people and softwara 

·user.s together with prfctici.l
technology," he said. "I'm hof 11 
gambler - I take proven hardware. 
techniques and m&l<a lhem look 
.new and different. with good odds 
they Will work and that the total 
effect will be greater than the sum 
of the parts.· 

The engineering for the melding 
ol hardware and' ·software took 
more than two years, he said, and
solu'1lons were never simple 
because all guldeUnes. and plans 
had 10 be constantly checked out 
with and. approved by the UN . ." 

··.For ·example. ,  allowing
-cournries to send slide-tapes rather 
than films was a. compromise· with 
the UN, whose- spokesmen were 
conceme,d, 

that some countries
might no1 be able to afford to send 
l.llm," he said. ihls caused ad
dltional toc-hnh;ar pr(?blema, but 
they were me<. 

Cant1da played a .vital rote In en
surhig that developing· countries 
had both the tachnlcal expertise 
and the mpney 10 prod.uce thelr 
·own lilms. although about SO slide
shows still were submitted.

The expertise was provided by a
support unlt lrom the National Film
Boarel. co-ordrnate<l bv Jlm
C·arney, whi�h cor,dUct�d re91onAI

�tHU•J)ll,:-1 to, µ;«'O(JUt:e.t!'. arHJ iJflUVJd

ed ,n-1he· r ,  era 1,a,son to 1.ocal hlm
mekers and• pott-productlori IUb·'
unit In Nairobi for African and Aalan
producers.

The money. came from the VN
Environment Program ($660,000)
and from the Canadian Inter
national Development Agency
(CIDA), which contr ibuted
$645.000. 

The deadline for deltvering fllm_s 
to New York, Jn preparatlqn tor 
language versiooing and tral'.lsfer to 
cassette, was Dec. 31, 1975, Untor. 
lunately, but not unexpectedly,_ lew 
films arrived by that date. Some

-
• 

arrived In January and February. 
but th'e real flood came -in March 
and April - and May. 

Heving foreS4M!n impending dis
aster by ,Jan. I ,  CHS officials calle<I 
on .Gerry Graham to c o -ordinate 
the cf nematic Dunkirk, one day 
after he retired es dfrector of plann

•lng end rssearch f(M' the fllatfonal 
Film Board. Scratched prints, mia
malciled magnetic tracks and uni
que pursing systems tor slide 
presentation$ were more the rule 
than the exception, and the re
quired number ofTelea:Se prints fre• 
quentty did not arrive. All of which 
made verslonlng a bit Cil a night• 
mare. 

"On May 30, about 35 per cent of 
all program elements were stlll In 
-transit to Vancouver. and on Ju11e 6
and 7 we were still making copies of
c a p s u l e  p r i n ts."' G r a h·a m
·said."Some ·20 cartons Of lilm cans
- with m,1gnetlc· tapes mixed and
not properly · labelle/:1 - arrived 
June 5, a11d the Playhouse never 
hact·a da� v,-here Its run was com
pleta as listed. in ·1he··pre-p,inted 
program. 

Mr. Graham a.aid that, despite 
the prob111ms, the program .ended 
up wor1<111g very well technically. 

··Trouble-shooting all the
. problems, we tended to have a dis

lortep picture from the hos) side"'. 
he said. ·· But the user teedback was 
very goo·d and I think 1he res.ults o1 I1he u$er survey t>y the 1nte,na1,on111 
A,o:u1c.i..,., fns\1\u\� it\ou\O \j� v�uv 
iiHllU}l1,••11111�1 

Thal II did lll(Ofk lechnieally W.. ·· 

"° accident. As Mr .  ·oouglaa ssfd, 
the tecnn,cal planning was l�ilg1ny 
and involved and, Mr. <.raham 
added, "we tiad tne right people ·10 
push the right buttons - It couldn't 
Ila\'& worked as an amateur 
operatl.on. ·• 

• 

I 
I 
t 

Shown signing the agreement estab/isJung rne Centrt1 tqr Human Settle
ments at the Univerisity of British Columbia are. from 1. to r ., Justice Minis
ter Ron Basford, UBC President Dougl11s T. Kflflny, and Urban Affairs Mi
nister Barney Danson. In /he background a,e BC Munk;ipa/ A(feirs Minister 
Hugh Curtis 1ncJ UN Habitat S.e.cret,ry General Enrique Penalosa. 
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'Water Day Walk

stresses universal need 

Pulal 
water la Of suet! Vital conc.m 10 

the peopi. of Botswan•. living aa 
they do on the WKY ec111e or Alrica-. 
t(alahsrl OeNrt. that the very 'Nord 
for water - pula - Is a1110 a 
nalional ch- equivalent to the 
Japen«;e 8anzall -. Long lifel 

To raise your 111ass lo ''Puls!" Is 
to IO&SI with ·the v8fY best ol w_lshes. 

To cheer a tribal Chief or lh8 
national president is IO yell "Pule!'', 
for pula I$ the most 1mportan1 of 
God's gilts. Without pula there is 
nothing but wind-blQWn sand. 

And ifs not )U$t that In two out of 
hall a dozltl'I raioy seasons there is 
ln,ract little or no rain In Botswana 
at ·all; ev81l in wet .summers rain 
usually �oud-bursts onto soil bak
ed too hard under the relenlless
African sun io abso;b ll and the 
torrMtll of run� oYerflow nor
mally dr:y rtver beds and CllSC&de 
off to South Africa and 1he a&a .

A typical mud-hut Yilla,ge Is lucky 
to have one or maybe two 
boreholes, slandpipes to which 
women .trek many.,tlmes a day to 

fetch al l .  water. needed 1or �rinking. 
1or cootting. kif wuhing, tor 
bathing, 

It's 1ru11 that ,n northern 
Botswana, be:side tlle Okavango 
Swamps and long the Chobtt.River. 
there·s plenty of water and even a 
fishing industry. 

But it's tar tro.m Nfe. To  drink 
lhls water 0< even to touch It means 
contracting bilharzia, the ·snell 
tever' end.emle to all stili or al\llJQlsh
-1.er in most of Africa. 

Through water-born blood 
flukes, which cycle lrom sr,alla to 
humans,' 9assrng r1gli1 through 11\e 
skin to attack 1he liver, blltiaroa 
cau- dabllllation and ahorteftecl 
ltte-span. An outsider can go to 
hospital for a panicDlin shot agalnat
thls scourge ol Africa, but no 
miracle drug can help lndlgenou•
peoplee lrr8YOC&bly eq,oeed to lta 
environment 

Safe waier is the 0111y -· 

T,hal'.11 why, on April 6, Samantha 
and Patr� Rendell, aged 9 arid e
years, joined the Habitat WorlO 
Water Day Walk In Vancou\/er, and 
why 1hey calriecl placards wf1lctl 
were really colour photoa. showing 
Alf lean women lrud!Jlng home tram 
the bOt"el'IOle balancing heavy wal« 
paJla on thefr heads. 

Samantha..idl!erfamlly lived In
Botswa11a lor two years. Potntlng 10 
one of the ph(Jloe, she explained: 
"That't ma .wth two of Ile girts WI . . 

• .. • 
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The Water Day. marcn·. ll>d by Margaret Trudeav. nighlign1ed Conl11rence concern with provision ol sate war11r, 
Ftom 1. ro r., Tllo Honourat:i/e Ron 8ai;tord, haad of the caractian dete.galion: Farher George M_u/Jo/lo, memb11r ol 
lbe·Keny11n delegation and chairman. ol Commirree I; Jim M11cN11(//, Commiuionor-Genera.J of the Ce;n11dian Habi
tat Secret11rii.it; Margaret Trudeau; and Tba Honou;ab/e Barney O.nson, _P,.Sident ol 1/pe Conference. 

lived with tor a while in tne village of 
Mannk<idi. They're carrying water 
on their heads and I went with 
them; it was a long way". 

"'When we went 10 Botswana It 
hadn't ·r9ined h.ardly at all for two

years and Mannkodl was covered 
in deep sand." she went on. 

"8ut lhey w8"e lucky alter that 
and there was tots ot rein Jnd when 
we went back In the fall the gra9S 
wu up to my waist. You couldn't 
see the encl al all. The crops were 
eo good they couldn't get them all 

• harvested." ·
Pula! 
Led by Margarttt Trudeau. wlie of 

the Prime Mlnl�er. and Habitat 
Commilt.. 1 chairman George 

• 

• 

Muhoho of Kenya. several hundred 
Water Day walkers catried $ym
i,onc �ter P8111S 1 1,l miles lrom 
Spanish 6ank.s 10 Hablblt Forum at
Jericho Beach. A mulUnatlonal 

• group o t  drummers set the pace !or .
m1uchers including Vanc.ouver
Mayor Ari Phillips; Urban Affairs
M1i'lister Barney Oanso,n, president
of the Confer•nce; Ju� Mlnltter
Ron Basford, head of-the Canadian
delegation; HabJtat Secretary.
General Enrique Penalosa; a.nd Jim
MacNeill, Commlssion�r-.general of 
the C11,nadlan Habitat Secretariat .

At  the Forum, Mr. Penalosa told 
the walkers and several thousand 
others that. "or all the Injustices 
afflicting the world. there Is ·none 
more flagrant than delivering tree 
to the 'homes- of the rich what the 
poor must buy by the buckelful 
from the bac.k 01 a true!<," The 
lorriler Colombian agriculture 
minister said that. In the planning of 
our &Oeiaties. we cannot forget ·now
mueh we need water and how much 

• 

water we need, and how cloaely thfs 
resource is· lleit IO our hopes 1or a 
bener lite, especially tor the poor. 

"With rising pop.vlatlons in t� 
yi3ar& 10 come we will need more 
water lor the growing of food,'"• he 
sai<I. "We will need cfeanar water to 
eliminate lhe worst cause$ of di&· 
ease and lrifan1 mortality which. 
paradoxicafly, wm be e. major step 
lo -stabilizing population.� 

Anthropologist Margaret Mead 
elaborated: "Tl!e price of clean 
wat8f mean, prevention of the 
dealhs of many children and la a 
way of achll!lllng a more balanced 
population. 

Or. Mead said that it would take 
about $3 billion e year 1ot the ntxt 

• 

• 
• 

• 
, 

•



decade to ensure clean water 
throughout tl'le world. 

Mr. Danson saio many childntn 
in poorer countries are afflicted 
with disease from blrtl'I because the 
only water supply available is thal 
whicl'I also is IJ6tN;I lor weshfflil a11d 
defecailng. 

·we need to mal<e our human 
settlements 1ru1y human, to make 
them a place where.people can sur
vive and survive in dignity," he said. 
"We need to provide goals and 
�mmltments to provide each 
village with clean, piped waler ... 

Mrs. Trudeau empha.slied to. the 
water walker& that "we're all tired of 

' 

. . 

words. What we want is commlt· 
ment - acllon, not prom,s�:· . 

And Mr. Basford made that com
mitment for Canad:a. This couniry 
Will clean up its own water supply 
by the end Of the '70s and press for 
world wtiter purity within a de<:ade, 
he sald. 

"This Is no� an emp� gesture: 
the leader of t/ie Canadian delega
tion added. ·'There are people In 
our country who stlll don't have 
clean drinking water. 

'We need commitments not only 
from the l)atlonal go.,emment but 
alS<> trom the provincial and 
municipal governments 10 11rovlde 
clean water In Car'lada by 1080 and 
In the world by 1988." 

Approprlately, Comm1,tee 3 
approved Habitat's firs\ major 
document a couple of days lat•r 
calling on governments to provide 
land,· water and llous_ing fOf their 
poorest citizens. 

Then the Plenary Session- .ito 
·approved the rec0111mendation on
water supply thal all governments 
strive 10 achieve "measurable 
qualitative and quantitative targets 
servfng al l  the populatic:>n," 
suggesting that programs be 
adopled. '"With realis!lc. standards 
for quality anCI quantity to provide 
water for urban and rural arfie& by 
1990. if posslb�." 

The Habitat participant!' also 
urged all governmenta to support 
fully the United Nations Water

./ Conierence to t>e held next March
at Mar del Plata in Arget'ltlna. 

In other words, Habitat adopted 
the principle of world-wide clean 
water by the end of the next 
decade.Next year the detallsof how 
to do· it may be worked out In 
Argentina. 

The world water Oay walkers 
could c«tefnly drink t.o·that. Pule! 

• 

Success greets Forum .staff 
in influencing delegates 

Graham Searle's name won't 
appear en any offfciat United 
!'fations document when Hablt!I\ 
resolutions make their way back to 
New York, l)or will those of hla 
cohorts. But as much as any others, 
these seven people helped bring 
ttie Forum and off lelal conlereoces 
together. 

Searle was a Raison ottlcial for 
ACSOH, the Association In 
Canada Serving Organizelions for 
Human Senlements which organiz
ed Habitat Forum for the involve
ment of non-governmental 
organizations (NG6s) In tl'le 
Conference. 

Just like the UN Conference, 
"Habitat Forom at oully,ng Jericho 
Beach met, debated and presented. 
resolutions. But as it had no 
statutory posili9n of Its own, the 
Forum··s·maln purpose was to effect 
the pollcy m·akers at the 
governmental conference down
town. 

Searle set o� to make th.at 
possible. 

In Aprll, he arrived In Vancouver 
after a successlul five-month, 
world-wide · :�mpai9n to raise
llnanc:lel·suppotr tor NGOn lrom !he.

Third World to be , 9pr.o:1<1nt<>d al

Habitat Forum. Hired initially by the 
Canadian Habitat SeCfeta_rlat. he 
wu able to collect $60,000.

But with thla aaaurance o l  • 
broad geographlcill representation 
at ··the forum, Searle alll had to 
make. certain ·tti'ese people and 
their opinions- could be h.eard. 

The CHS !lad set up a con
ference rwm, appropriately n11.med 
the NGO Lobby, in the central Georgia· Hotel where UN delegates 
and NG.a representaUves alike 
could meet and swap ideas. There 
wasn't any staff, but wl!hin three 
days Graham Searle put togetner a 
fl.Ill Inter.,conleren� llallJon team. 

Robin Fried was the flret to algn 
up She Is director of urban plan
nt�g programs ai the UnlV4!«1lty of 
British Columbla·a Centre _for Con· 
ttnuln_g Ed1.n;at1on.. With her 
seor�ary from the Centre, Ka_y 
Pennant, Ms. Fri!ld worked non• 
stop to furnish the Georgf11 Hotel 
w'llh th.a nec:eeaary tools of com• 
municalion. 

Searl_e, from Britain himself, 
recruited two volunteers With whom 
l)e 'had worked when director .of the

' . 

• 

Friends of the E.ilrth Society: Dick 
Jones. a London clly planner, and 
Sue· Clifford, a lecturer on rural 
planning at University College in 
London. 

Two more Canadians completed 
tho 1eam: Gill David.son, a graduate 
of lhe U.BC Scho()j o l  CommunTty 
and Regional Planning, and Herb 
Barbolet, executive ctlrecior ol the 
Community Planning A"5QCiation's 
B.C. division. .

This team's moel important and 
tima•consuming d-t,it)' was the con
sclentlous dally monitoring of the 
UN Plenary Session and the t!l_ree 
UN Committees, es well as the 
many events et Habitat F'orum, 
4 ·� miles away. Soma ananoed the 
sessions in person whllo others 
watched on television monilOfs In 
the NGO Lobby. . 

At &aoh day"s end, some 120· 
pages of notes arrived on Searle's 
desk telling In detall whet happen
ed al the official Conference. Now

the niglit"s work was cut out tor him, 
for by 9:30 tho next morning he had 
to be pn1pared to a<ldress the 
Fo,um on exactly what the 
delegate& downtown we,e up to ,  

t-ftt h,ad 1ust 15 minutes to- tell -all. 

a deadime- ne shr11gged oft by 
saying: "Th� is nocn1no lftlit
makes one more-aucclnc:t than '
time:· 

Indeed, afler the hours of 
dlptomalic debate ano harangue 11 
wu a joy to listen to $eerie ·state 
the bluni facts. '"CommlHee 2 is In a 
right mess:· he reported one day. 

Speaking to 300 NGOs anoth"er 
morning about what country was 
llkely to receive the co�eted human 
settlements centre, he described 
hlmeelf as --a boo.kle giving odds on 
the n.ew UN baby." 

The Searle speaking style was I n 
formal, but his messege clear. 

However, the communication 
had to work bolh ways for there lO 
be-any point to Habitat For om. Said 
Searle: ·•wa had to realize lir:st off 
that, other than the otltclal address 
given by J.G. Van Putten (chairman 
of the l"ntern11Uona1 NGO Com-

• 

• 

mlneeJ on behalf of Habitat Forum 
to the UN Plenary Session, the main 
Conference had no time tor th.a 
lliGOs. • 

'"The initiative rested with the 
people themselves. They had to 
stand up and make sure the 
delegates took notice of them." 

More ohen than not, they stood 
up and came r-unning to Searle for 
help getting in touch with the 
delegates. 

Sear1e·s answer was a lesson In 
basic politics: Phone them at their 
hotels. Demonstrate in the streets. 
Monitor the comminees so you 
know what you're ta.tking about. 
Above all, It came down to !he same 
lhing, that t!'le NGOs must tal(e the 
first step. 

I n  an effort to further bridge lhe 
911p betwetin concerned NGOs and 
the officlal delegates, Searle held a 
bull session daily at 7 p.m. when all 
were tree from conference 
session,. The pre$s was Invited as 
waif. 

Sparks often flew over such l n 
llammabie issues as nuclear 
POWf,r. but at least delegates anc:1 
NGQs wMe la\ku,g ,ogether. "The

Sear.\e LtieQf)' was sH·np,e. ··�e 

could never get through IO the , 
delegaiea on the conrerence floor

ltseff. It w.•• up to us to oottonhol• 
them on our own.·· 

To coerce delegates into Ille 
NG.O· LQbby there were a variety of
Searle strategi�s r11ng,ng lrom a 
polite invitation to discuss malters 
over a drlnk

1 
to demonstratlorni, to 

-a  needling story In Jericho, the
Habitat Forum newspaper. 

TJ,e1 imp0rtant thing was that It 
588med to wcrk. ·On tlie th"ird day o l  
the UN Co11terence, Papua New 
'Gufnee proposed to the.committee 
considering conservation of energy 
thal a commitment be made to 
renewable energy systems such as 
solar power, rather than potentially 
dangerous nuciear power. 

This was the first tlme Ina nuclear 
question had been officially ,a1seo 
ff1 the UN Conference and It  
resulted lror'n 1he ellorie ol _the 
Searle team in finding ii. delegation 
(Papua Ne'/11 Guinea) that ·would 
supporl tl)e 300 people from 200 
non-governmental organizations 
fighting so strongty on t.hls ·issue. 

• 

\ 

• 

• 
13 



' 

• 

14-

Despite sharp debate, Habitat 
lays foundation for action 
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Fearuring what may be thti lon�est bar in the world, the Soci/i� Hell 111 Habitat Forum became a tocal point tor e n 
terralnm&nt, discussion and gener11/ social activities. 

.. 

Oecldlng the future ot the seven
�tare Habliat Forum site et 
Jericho ·eeach m·ay be as rocky and 
frustrating as the parallel con
ference·s search 101 unanimity ol 
purpose during its 16•day life, from 
May 27 lo June 11. 

From the day Forum opened. II 
was be5et by cold and rainy 
weather, l>y ·a s�Uer reg,stretton of  
Non-Governmen1el OrganfzaUons. 
than wa5 expected. and by debates 
concerning Forum's purpos'!' and 
l!s relationship to the official 
Conference. downtown. 

Jan Van Putten, the, 01,1tch 
chairman of the NG.Os, maintained 
throughout that polltlc.s ahot.Jld not 
be kept oul of the Forum and, in
deed, politics played a major role In 
the dis.pule over Forum's declara
t!on lo the official .Conference. com
pleted during the flrst wee!<. That 
declarailon ellciled a "counter
s1111temen1" froi:n e num�r of U.S. 
groups, objec;ting to 11s pollttcal 
tone and stating tt,at much of the 
declaration did nol repr.esent the 
NGO community. 

The pressure genetated by tile 
counter stawment led ,to a sec:ood 
dratt of ttle Forum deci.t:ation late 
In the aecond week but. 11\{e 

previous NGO conferences before 
II, Forum adjourned without 
ph1losophlcal sollaarlty. 

Tne diverse and eclectic at• 
mospnere prevailing at the Forum 
dill not mean that the NGO 
Conferenoe wea not s,,1Qcesstul. 
nowev.er. The emphasis upon self-. 
help and eppropriate·t�hnoJogy in 
Forum e�hibil5 and deb.ates ha.d a·n 
elf� upon the ollic,al Conference 
delegates, Forum otticlals said, and 
Influenced lhe terminology ·o.f some 
Habitat ·recornmend.allons, par
tfcularly those for national action. 

Chuck Bayley. Forum·s ·director 
of media (acilities, said thilt 
although only 3,500 NGO delegates 
regl'stered at Habitat Forum, "at 
least" 1·20,000 people passed 
through the Jericho site during its 
lhree-week life, end .on weekend 
site tours before the Confe,e.nc
opened. 

But perhaps the most intera,ting 
vi-• of what happen8!;1 at the 
Forum can be seen In ''Listening 10 
the Rest ot. Che World", reprlnied 
from Iha last la.sue ol Jericho: the 
tiGO daily newspaper, -ihlch 
follows. 

Oh, yes, the future QI the Forum 
site: It's undecided. Wary Of expe11• 
slve maintenance costs, the Van
couver Par.k Board - which con 
trols the property and had planne·d 
to de:,,elop the waterfront land Jor 
park and recreational purpoSces·-

• 
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has. reactivated and ttxpanded the 
Jericho Advisory Committee, and ls 
planning to tear dowr\ the fence's. 
surrounding the site and get es 
timates ot how much it would cost 
10 renovate the plenary hall irilo a 
public meeting hall that compJfes 
wltl'I city bylaws. 

While the park board favors 
gteen space but Is yieJCling to 1 

publk: pr�sure to pres1trve same 
of the l;>ulldhigs, sc_ores of others 
have tossed counter proposals up 
for discussion: 

• The· Forum stall wants a small
sawmill on the slie to custom-cul 
lumber al cost for use In re·g1onal 
district parks and playgrounds. The 
staff w11nted 0th.er facilities open rot 
concerts. plays an� craft fairs, but 
lost its battle to keep all facllities -
including Ille bar· - temporarlly 
open untJI September. 

� A fitm-malter from India wants 
1ne buildings turned Into movie 
studios. 

• Mem�rs of the Vancouver
Sy,nphony Orch&stre want the 
buildings used for the visu111 and 
performing arts. 

• Track and IJeld people want a
place lor training young. athle,IQ . 

• The Blcyc;fing Aa,ocletion ot
8.C. has celled for c)'Gllng t,au, on 
1ne s1 .te - a proposal which a 
spokesperSor, said ·would accon,
modate e'll¢tYbody: "Children can 
do ii, tndia·ns can do It and women 
don't have to apologize tor it." 

• And the Musqiieam Indian
Band .. whose ·ancestors origlnal!Y 
occupfed the 111111(1. say they want ii 
back. 

.. _ .. �.; . . - 1�- -

Hange, 3, one of iix Birlorce buildings at J.,.Jc;ho 8Hch renovated /or us•
dutlnf Habitat Forum. 
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On a p�sonal level. Habitat 
Forum was, a success. But as a 
learning experience and a ,global 
exchange of views, it lefl SPmethln,g 
to be desire<!. Those were the con. 
ctuslons of eboul 20 Forum 
delegates who discussed their 
reaC1ions to the Forum in a three
hour late night session at the 
Uni11ersity of British Columbia. 

Marjorie Staples of Alberta said 
that. ltlree monlhs before. she had 
not known anything about Habitat. 
But she hod learned a 101 aboul 
sett1emen1 problems, what N�Os 
are. and what they can do .  "We've 
seen local Initiative and global 
perspeciive. What's important n.ow 
Is what we do whin we go home." 

Ruth Allen of the Sierra Club, 
who is a California architect, said 
she had. iound a lot of reinforce
ment. at the Forum tor Ideas she 
had been trying to put into practice. 
"for the past five years I have had 
the feelin!f that ' have 1>.een working 
on projects which were irrelevant. I 
have been heartened and en
c01:1raged by wl\a.t I nave heard at ,  
I.he Forum," 

' 

• 

Joan Coady  o f  Ireland, 
representing the Associated 
Countiy-women ol tt,e world. sakl 
she h.ad come to Habitat because 
she wanted to be part of a world 
conference discussing global 
problern:,, ·1 came to hear the rest 
of Iha world: I feel like a world 
citizen. and I tllink we beba11ed as a 
world family." 

Wendy Bodman, of the Sou\h 
African Council for Con!iervatlon· 
and Anti-p9Uution, said she was 
sent 10 make contact with other 
conservation organl�ations. 

"My Input to lhe n,afn 
Conferance was nil because South 
Africa Is not an acceptable member 
of the U N .  But t rnade contact with a 
number of conservation sO<iieties, 
and collected a lot of paper,"

, 

She said she had been impress
ed by the· whole concept of par 
ticipation. ''I have come to believe 
that the Jack of public participalion 
Is perhaps the main weal<ness of 
South African society." World renowned anthropologist M,s,rgeret Mead spoke several limes during 

the course of the Conference. 

-

. . .  

The gro.up -unanim ously 
regretted an under-representation 

,of the Third World at folabltat. Pe11ny 
Chirke, a family plan(ling worJler 
from London. said the money spent 
on the Forum site would have been 
better spent 011 t ,ravelllng 
fellowships tor people from Asia, 
Alrica arid Latin Amerlca."UBC or 
Simon Fraser University c:ould have 
accommodated the Forum. We 
needed lhe 111-s of the Third 
World more than viewa of the 
mountains from the doors ot 
Hengar 5.'' 

But C. Capel-Baute of Belgium 
defended Iha. site as a "w.orklng e x 
ample of what a human s�lemenl 
should t>e. It mhr.ed work. art, 
leisure. In a ·single experience. in
stead of artificially separat,ng them 
as o.ur lives normally do ... 

oescrit>ing the hanoa1s as "well
venillated," stle observed that 
cou·gh·s and sneezes u!,ually heard 
In air conditioning 'and artific;ial 
heating were consplcuousty 
ab,ent. 

Oav.e CampbaM of ttl8 YQUng 
Democrats of Washington State 
thought some of the Forum 
sessions should have been broad
cast In the sooial centr11. "II they 
tl8d been. some of the P!!<>ple from 
Vancouver might have gone away 
- or got Involved."

Forum iranslatl.on facllltlu came
In for heavy c,rltlclsm ttom thOM

whose first languaoe was not 
. English. John Sar,delman of 

Washlngtor,, D.C .• who 1, fluent In 
aevaral languages, commllf\ted: 
"None of the. tranal11tiona in French 

• 

\ 

... 

aiid Spanish have bean correct. 
Tttay have been misleading. or 

lrequently wrong." 
Ms. Capel�Boute said that, �11er 

trying to listen to the tr,ansfaltons. 
she decided to depend on her own 
knowledge of  Spanish and English.· 

Kelkkik Katera of Finland praised
the film programme for helping to
bridge tlie language gap. "But Jhe 
Forum facllilies were technically 
poor·compared with those at lh�,ol
licial .conference,'' she added. 

8/orn Roe. a Norwegfan architect 
who came·to learn more about his 
particular Oeld, said he had dis
covered little ihat was ne-.y. "The In
formation qualltatlvely was not on a 
very high level, but the Forum w� a 
positive soclal experience." 

• 

I 
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The behind-the-scenes story 
of conference arrangements 

-

' 

• 

The c,re and nurturing of 2.800 
delegates. 270 United Nations staff 
and 1,618 accradRad media 
representat111es required complex 
l)lennln!J by the Canadian H•bitat 
Seoretarlat'a co.nfere_noa aervlori 
al'ld lnatall,allofl� directorates �
oompleta with test runs of detalled 
101nar10.s and  · last-minute 
rev1a1on1 . .  

For Herb Graves and Mike Levy, 
director and deputy director or con· 
rerence Mt"iices. the p�nlng 
began In July, 1975. · when the first
projections for security. medical,
prlntlng and ll>CCOm modalion neeQI 
-e made. More detailed. a-c:com
modaUons and aocredltaUori plan
ning, lncludfng host/ho�ess needs. 
got under way in December and 
mid-January •• more staff were 
hired. 

· 

RCM P and city police con
s_ultanta b_egan taking a fulltlme In
terest In Conference preparalloot 
by Ille March, Just as the massive 
Job of interviewing and hiring 
members of the hasting corps was 
belnlJ completed. 

In all. some 250 blue-ault4ICI 
boMs and h�e1ses - �ng n 
fll)mengere, lntormal\On ald9&. 
doc:11mentation citWks. guides and 
media mis1an1s - worked.during 
the baslc three-week Corihwenoe 
period.· And S!Orne 150 prhlale 
aec:urity personnel and another 15 
to 20 RCMP ·and city police 
members worked to keep 
Comerence sites calm and relaxed 
011er three shifiii a day .  

Addillonally. about 200 regvlar 
and rese� mlli1ary pereoMe( 
staffed 130 cat$ end trucks In the 
Conference transporiatio_n $}'Stem. 
making key del111eri'as and 
chauffeuring delegates as an 
augmentaUon to the Oonf«enu 
bu. aystem. provided in coopera
tlon wllh e.c. Hydro. The mlll\ary 
drivers came lrom Canadian 
Forces b.- thro .. glio11t we�n 
Canada. from Como11. B.C. to 
Shiloh, Manitoba. 

Medical ,tatfopa al all 
conference sites and al the 
Operations Centre were used lre-

-quenlly, Mr. Grave)I said, and
11111eral serious clisee - most!)' fn
volvlng cardiac p;,ob!em•· - -r• 
tr..i.d. -

• 

Corote,ence reglsvallon and 
aecredltation _,t more smootNy. 
then expected, Mr .  Grel/eS adi:lelf . 
Heavlesi dates -e during the
F'reparalOry Committee and pre
c«if«ence consullatlona, May 25 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 
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and 211, and during the -kend 
lmmedlalely preceding· _the 
Confereiice opening, May �-31. 

But there .wwe p.roblems lnvol11• 
Ing ac:oommodatlon, he-11eld. Pre
registration and accommodation 
requests came in much more 
alowlv than anyone anUclpated 
-"We didn't get one particular 
countrys accommodation request 
until June 151" - and Vancouver 
hotels demanded guarant- for 
rooms which had been btoc-
booked. ' 
, The Swetariafs ftnal hotel bills 

have nor yet been tamed. but they 
are ellpec:ted tp be in excess of 
$200.000, largely because moat of 
the guarantees were made at hotel, 
neerest 10 Conference sites. 

"Early eccommodallon requellt 
stated delegates wanted to stay at 
the&e hotels." Mr. Graves aeld. "But 

• 

. , 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

.. 
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• 
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• 
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once they got her-e 111nd eumln«I 
the prtces end their per diem•, 
many transferred tc;, 1 ... expensive
hole.ls." 

The large.-cale transters likely 
would not have happened. he 
added. 11 the expected number of 
N_GO del_egates had arrived to al

lend Habitat Forum. 
"We were neany right on with our 

estimate of 2.800 delegates." he 
,aid. "But the Forum l)eople ned 
estimated 10,000 delegat" -
which drarna!loally affected our 
l>OOkin51 plans - and only abOUI � •• 
SOO Showed. 

"If they had oome. thlif would 
have lllled the outlying llotell end 
the <1e1ega1es would· h� 1ta)'ed 
f)UI." 

• 
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• One delegatlOn, he noted. m0\/9CI
five 1imes during the Conference;
and another walk� straight
through the lobby of the hotel for
which they had pre-registered -
and disappeared out the back
door,

Other problem, experienced by 
conference servlcea were minimal
Of expected. Mr. Gra11es said, e)(
cept for c:hanget In documentation 
dlstiibution and printing needt r&
quested by tti. UN H11bltat 
Secfetarlat. 

The UN staff had projected they
wo.uld print about" two mlllon 
aheets Of Conference dOC11menia
_tlon ln th e �r'at1011s Centre print 
sllop _during tile Conference perlOd,
In fact, more than that number were 
prfnted before the Conference 
opened and a tottl of ten mllllon 
slleets went'through the print shop, 

• 

Slmilarlv. the UN staff had re• 
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• • 
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quested only email 1paoe In thewest end of Habitat Pltvlllon tor dlst�lbullon of unofficial documentab�n - primarily the books andg,tts brought by de1-xia11ona torother delegatloni;. · · 
The inad!lquacy of this arrangement became obvious the first dayof the Conference, Mr. Graves said Thtff rooms were opened in th; Hotel. Vanc.ouver, more space was added et the Oper.ations Centre,the NGO document\l,tton was mov. ed to the YWCA and some Individual countrleir - Ilka Sweden - opened tlie,ir own centres In the Four Seasons Hotel. 
Far Claude Servant, director of 

Infrastructure/Installations. Habitatbegan in the spring of 1974 - thebeginning of several months ofstudying sites· throughout the Van
couver· aree to detetmine exactly where the Conference should be held. 

By early 1�75, the decision had been m·ade 10 utlli..:e sli)leral dow11-town locations - the Queen Elizabeth Theatre, the Hotel Van
couver, the Hyatt Regency, and ·the
stm-under-co'1$truc11on Holfday Inn
Vancouva,_City Centre:. 

Because lh.e sites were bool<�d 
by other hot� client&. until Just 
hours o r  days before \he 
Conference opened. 1975 and early 
1976 were spent In elaborate 
ero1neer1no and tchedl.lllng plan• 
ning. The Interiors ot Conterence 
tOOIYI$. audlo-vl$ual dlaplay areas
81'1<1 all anclllary eervH::es areas had 
to be prefabricated aa much aa 
poSSible, always remembering that 
they had to be put -togetne, In a 
minimum amount of time. 

The Hotel Vancouver presented 
the greatest ·c/lallenge, Mr. Servant 
s81d. Two conference roo"'s, 
documentation and office areas -
including more. than 500 large 
pieces of furniture, about 1'.000 
chairs. and miles o f  telephone anc:t 
televlelon cables - 011 ·-a1 
floors had to be. ueembled In 2-4 
h_oura. 

The Queen Elizabeth. Theatre. 
11te o f  lhe Plenary session, had to 
be put together in 36 hours. This 
site wee the most difficult
technologically, �r. Servant said, 
b�use of the use-of the proioype 
Eldophor rear-projection s«etin on 
stage, But technical staff were able 

• 

.. 

\ 

• • 

, 

. . ' . .

--

The Plenary Hall tor the official Conletence was.situated In the O.ve•n Elizeo.th ThntlfJ in downtown Vancouver. 

to ln818.II and test the screen Pflol' to· 
the last-minute push, 

"The biggest problem at the OE 
_ytas not putting it together, but lal<· 
Ing it apart.·· he added. "After the 
close ot the Plenary, we had onl:,, 12
hours to dlsassem ble ll and clear 
the theatre so a rock band could set 
up for a· concert the iollowtng 
eveni11g.r , 

The removal operatJon had a
Keystone-cops-hustle air because 
so much equipment was involved 
- some 11 tons on stage alone.
Included in the exodus were the
EldophOf screen, the podium,
almultaneou• lnterpt.etatton booths,
desks, lnfprmatlan c01.1ntera,

-

, 

\ 

• 

docume11tation centres, camera 
platforms. additional televlslon 
llgtitlng, the delegates· desl<s. and 
all lhe equipment and lurniture in 
the UN executive and conference 
services &laf( ·otflces. 

At the Hyatt Regency, th• ln
steltatlons workers. cont,acted 
from private companies, tlacl two 
da_ys to put together the 
Conf!lrence room and ancillary 
areas, and lour days to install tile 
Project Presentation Centre. 1'he 
seven days' lead-time at the Holi
day Inn mede the pace lhere,seem 
almost leisurely by comparison, Mr. 
.Servant said. 

All sites except the OE were 
eieared within 48 hours ol the close 
or Conference oporatlons at that 
venue. 

All the work went accorclng to 
plan. Mr. Serv,nt uld. 

• 
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"Th8fe were a number of lat· 
minute changes, and we were able 
to ;iccommodete them, but it caus
ed sqme hiiadactles." 

"The site ma11agers - Steve 
Turner. Eric Isaac. Don Rowe,, 
Cathy Alkenbrael<, EIieen T,uscolt, 
Lean Errington and Robin Corner 
- did a tremeo',lous Joi>, and reeJly
enabled it to happen," h e  added.

. 
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TV coverage provided by 
short-lived Habitat Station 

Art Hives. grey hair gllstenlr-ig 
blonde under the harsh studio 
lights at Habllat Station In the Hotel 
Vancouver, sfralghtens the kpot on 
h 'is tie ror ,he- foorth. time In four
minutes. and authoritatively an
nounc� under hls breath: "Cubll 
today introduced an amendment In 
Committee 2 that threat!lns a'!l'la)or 
schism between the developing 
world and the countnes of the West 
lit the plenary ·session of the United 
Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements." 

• 

A voice from behind a cameta 
says. "Five minutes, Art,· and he 

• repl ies a"ain,. · even more
authoritatively: "Cuba tOClay in
troduced ... "
sc.n«

Master control. a room acr06S
the half from the studio, a row of In

tense, quiet people la.ca a bank o1
15 television sets, some showing
what Is currently on Channel 10,
two showing Art Hives straightening
his tie In black and white and one in 
colour.

-

Centre man In the row of people
la Rob Riskin, director, the only. one
wTIO speaks In ttle room. On his tett

la h\s ec;rlpt aae\atant who does all
the timing tor the news broadcast
Rob Is about to tape. on his r(ght
are a switcher and an audio
operatOI' and behind him a tele cine
operator.

TlitJ pace slows tampor11rily ,n I/lo Master c.ontro/ room ol Habitat Station as stall prepare_ tor 111e evening news 
broadcast. 

Rob's voice says: ''Roll and
record, up with the tape. Stand by 
studio. One minute to the floor."'

A whirr of film is followed by a 
voice announcing: "Man, sheft8f 
an.d the global search for solutlona. 
Thia b Habitat. Vancouver. 1976." 

Rob's voice overrides I t  again 
· sayrng. "Up and cue Art" and the
graphics appear on one sc,een, the
alides which are behind hini on
another. while Art Hives la on
another screen saying: "Cuba lod· 
ay Introduced ..... 

• • *
Anoth84' news broadca.st Is 11n

derway, to appear on film at 7 p.m. 
in llving rooma across the lower 
mainland 81\d 1n the hot.el rooms of 
the delegates. 

These scenes were replayed 
each day, twice a day, with Pa meta 
Martin dofng the Morning Briefing 
at 8 ·a.m. (repeated -at 9 a.m.) and 
Art Hives In the evening. 

Habitat Station was a television 
netwO<k created for • single pur
pose and with a limited Ille. 

It exfsted only from May 31 to 
Jun. , 1 to· bi-01dcaS1 the H1t1lt1t 
Confer.ence, then It disbanded. 

But i i  took monihs of work tU11et 
the elation to the point wtiare ·It 
could pu.t on a profNmonal new.
cut tw� • day. 

• 

Almost the entire graduating 
class ot the British Columbia In
stitute of Technology In broadcast
communications was hired to b e  
the technical crew. 

"They were first-rate," Program 
Director Joe Wiesenleld said, "but
they -were handicapped by lack ot 
famlllarlty with the equipment. T� 
equipment wasn't lully operations! 
until the day they went on the air so 
they weren· 't able 10 practice tor two 
weeki. · 11rst as had been planned." 

Three months belore lhe first 
broadcast, Mr. Wlesenleld hed to 
get 200 maps made up, obtain 
�lldes ( "We had t!'ie biggest sUde 
library ot anyone who-had anylhlng 
to do with Habitat"), prepare 
animated lllm clips ·(stlltlon Iden
tifiers! Which ·were all variations on 
the logo Iheme, work out with 
Maloolm Cobley, manager of 
audio-visual aervices. exactly what 

• 

• 

the station would carry, hire stall, 
assign functions. 

"We never had a news story we 
·couldn't illustrate," Mr. Wiesenleld
aaid, they- w«e so well prepared.

Habitat Station's basic intention
was 16 provide a wider access 10
the Conle'rence lor tlie B.C. com
munity and also to try to improve
communic.atlons for the delegates
and media at Habltal ittell, said Mr.
Wlesenfeld.

Audi'o-vlsual pr�nlatlona,
prepared tor the Conference by
parllclpating countries to show
human settlements problems and
t11elr solutions, were shown lrom 7
to 10 a .m. and from 9 p.m, until
midnight each weekday .

There was a:lso a more extensive
1l1owing ol films during the June 5.
8 weekend, the mld-POlhl of the
Conf«ence.

live coverage or the session,
was shown Iron\ 1 O a.m. until 1 p.m.
and from 3 until 6 p.m. each
weekday. Of the Plenary Seaslon
and three commlltees, one waa
televised live, with vldeotapa 01
0thllf &elected Msalona . ehown'
later .

• 

• 

• 

, There was originally to be a mid-
• day newscast at 1: 15 as well but It

was dropped at the start of  the
Conference. . On the other hand,
French newscasts ware added.

Information supervisor Jacka

Wolf said Fre11ch-speaklng
delegates from Africa and Asia et,,
peclally were upset at not being
able to get International new& In 
Vancouver - and surprised, since

they'd been told Canada was a
blling·ual country,

As a service to them. the Cana
dian Habitat Secretariat arranged
with the CBC to broadcast on
Habitat Station the main evening
newscast from Radlo-Canada In
Mo.ntreal. It was aired at 11 each
evening arid repeated at 7 a.m. the
next day.

This was the first time a' CSC
program . had ever ap.pearad on •
community cable channel.



• 
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Mr. Wlesenfald said l lve 
programs originated lroin Habitat 
Forum more often than was 
originally anticipated. A reg_ul&r 
part ot the programming was a half· 
hour magazlne-fori'nilt show lrom 
the Forum at 7:15 each evening, 
produced b y  Forum alte proelucer. 
Al Clapp, 

Aoother face which. became 
famlllar 1.0 viewers wu that of Pat 
Camey, Assistant Director-General 
of Information for the Canadian 
Habitat Secr-arlat. who wae the
host of Habitat Worldvlew, tile 
Showing of audio-visual praen
tatlona. 

Behind the- scenes on the news 
broadcaSls ware Mr. Wlesenfeld 
and Grant Elliot, •ho wrote the 
news broa<tcas1$ on two !lhltul. 
They didn't have a news staff or 
direct access.to a hews staff so had 
to gal news uems from the United 
Nations ONlce ol Public Infor
mation, Hilbltea For.um spokesmen, 
a Canadian H ebitat Secretariat 
oewsgatherlng team and the U.N. 
Habital Secretarial 

Habitat Station used cable for 
dl$.lribution. arranging with ell:the 
cable. companies Jn ttle B.C. lower 
Main18f'ld .and a couple on Van
couver lslsna to supply 811 
programming to them tor the 12
days !tom May 31 to June 11. 

"Essdhtlally we Cf'e&.tecl a 
Channel 10 l'\etwork;· Mr. 

WleM<lfeld lllli<J. 
The idea ot 1h41 television 

network originated becauee .it tfte
• equipment was being lnslalled

anyway to supply ot�e, r e 
quiremenls and make a -..;1de�ape 
f8COl'd of the conference. This 
turned out to be one of the biggest 
problems tfabttat .Station 11ad to
face. 

Muter Contr�I was- dealgned to 
meet 100 many need• and Hablttl 
Slalion had to share the same
facillll�s with other fun<;tionB �uch 
as capsule playback to committee 
room·, and closed cire\111 routing of 
video .feed• (each committee room
was,abl8 IO see what WBII going ·ot.l 
at other committee rooms and tne 
Forum). 

'On top o f  eYel'Yfhing, detegalas
would bring in fJlms to be
translarred onto video-tape
us1,1ally In a great rush. 

''ihe basic 1o1se of the equipment 
was 10 archivally r&COl'd e�rythlng 
that happened," Mr. Wiesenleld 
eald. "This was the first con(erence 
to use audio -visual equipment In an 
lnnov&IIY8 way." (Over his 
-Shoulder director Rob Risk!� says,
••Pftl\alosa next on teleclne , •l'llle
Mr. weisenleld whi.spers, "He'e 8 
great director. He never mekee a 
mistake." Then "Take 2, cue Art. 
,'nd go to black.") 
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�argets for .world action 
' 

set by Vancouver Symposium 
• • ' 

• • 

- editor's Note: Just prior to tha of- given to the energy-poor countri11e
llcial opening. of Habllat 24 expena In develop Ing environ mentally 
In various disciP,llnes met In a van- &eceptable alternative source, of 
e1>uver hotel room to explore Iha, energy. Maanwhlle, a moralorium
basic problems affecting lluman on nuclear power gttneratlon
&eltlem11nt• and human survival. should be put Into effect to gl't/9 
�ong those �rt(clpatlng ""ere more tlme for II IUII -,id rational 
Barbara Ward, Margaret Mead, a&Sessment of the possible 
Bucltmlnster Fuller, French problema pos«:t by the 011nera11on 
geographer and writer· Jean Gon- o1 nuclear power and me manage-
man, Arge(ltinlan architect Jorge ment of nuclear waste;. 
Hardoy and Maurice Strong, lormei- (5) Setttementt must be built,
head of the United Nat1on1 Environ- f'll8lntained and renffted In ways 
ment Program end pre1iden1 or · which end ihe prrilient compl9!ely
Pe110-eanaaa. un11c�ptsb,. distortions In the <11s-

On May 30 thls Symposium trlbution ol tncoma, opportunities 
fstue<I a Declaration and on June 7 and amenities betwMn tile rich and 
reloasa:d a summary of the Oeciar•· the poor both at the1:11obal 19Y81 and
lion and comments on some of tile within e11ch country. 

·earty r"ctions 1·0 U. Below are &K· (6) Satttemant planning must be tracl.9 lt'Off! this summary, whlth we b11sad upon a lull undflr$fandingbelieve eover tile maln poinl8 made and (es'{lr1;h or the envlro,,men,.,by the Symposium at Habitat tndowmenr of countrlH, regions • • • and th• whole pl a net.... The particlpant11 In 1h11 Van- • (7) Citilerttr must b6 permltf8d #oc:ouver Symposium would Hktt to · 
1 .. 1 h underline once more their convlc- �mcipate In the dee; slons w,, c 

lion •.. that 811 particular and tem-- mould their cornmun1tta1 betore 
porary poltftcaJ lssues· shovld 11111e dlrectJons ere fixed and poUcies Ml 
place to re*>lut&and concerted ao- last In ·steel and CQncrete. 
tlon to turn trie world's set!lltnlents (81 All lnlernatlonal agancin,
lrom areas or potenllal breakdown, publ!C 9n(I provalo. active in_ the 
vJor8nce-and despair and give I.hem area of hum.an senternenls, mus\ as · n firSt prso,nty woi'k w,th local cst,ze.n fnsread· ine  promise of b.ec_om,ng 

bodies, acadef111C ,m1tiluli0116 enduuty human communluas. 
IMMrch groupt1'ln order to_,..To achieve this o�-rld1'tg ob- that the WMlth ari<I variety �jedlve. certain priorities must be values, cultures and tradition• 1naet... -. human society are preMrved In 11'9 l 1) Clean water should be provld· . world's settlements ...ed ·to all people In aH sentements by 

Effective aQtlon In human a specific date, say 1990. and 
settlements requires the reallzall9n budgetary altoclllions flKad �u this 
of ea.rlier governmental re1ol1,1t1ons Conference to make the ot;>j«:tlvtt 
lllken In such areu aa: attainable. 

• the mooltorlng and Pf:8881'\'a·(2} The contr.ol of land use must lion ot the Ille support systems olbe the rnponsibility of the com-
the bloaphere _ air, soil, flsh, 118111 munlty end ptannlng must extend water an<I the oceans (Stoc)(hOlm to lhlf whole ot the national 1972): terrl«>ry. • th• provision ol adaqutte

(3) Th• uriHrMKI ln _crernent nutrition, maternal and chlld cate,
c;raaled by changes In ttie value of and family pl11nn1ng � 1an·d must be secured to the com- available to coupl11s and indlvidua11 
munlty. to secure the survival o.f chl!dtan 

(4) Energy for 1111 teltlement• and a co�11ent r..:tuctlon 1n
inust t>e secured .but the variety of tarnily size (Bucharest 1974); 
possible sources of energy and the • the crealion of am�
vast potenllal o l  less wasterul uae rood stocks, the building of a world 
give tiurrianlty -time not to be grain reserve system and a large In• 
stampeded Into a premawre crease In investment in Third World 

• nuclear option, Every aid must � agrfcullure (Rome 1974):
' 

, 

' 

• • 

• 

• 

• the partle,lpation of WOfflal' IA
every a1age 01 the da&lfln. planning, 
Implementation end evaluation of 
the development proceS* at. ell 
revels of society. global, national
and local.(Me�co,Olty 1974) ... 

Settlements Cafl become ulead 
aeclOfS" in tha healthy malnt8'lance 
of en 'economy or in ·  ·Its necesaary
grOWlh. The ,-...roes and labouf 
of all kinds required for �his over
riding priO<ity are available. �� 11
can be impedlld by Jack ol political 
will. It 1.an be bloclcad b y  methOda 
of development wt,ic'1 put "growtn
first and radlstl'lbutlon later" a,:id 
teew toelely with vested Interests. 
private end puortc, wtllCfl becOffle 
impaasable ot)S1aClea to ,..,;,clal 
equality -,Id tu• par'llcl pa:tton. To

put an 11nd ao the profound 1-
quitiee In lnr..ome dis�ffbuHon and In 
citizen partlclpetion In all soc"11eS. 
developed and <leveloping alike, Is 
the fundamen1al purpou or making 
numantt and decent eettlaments 
the central or11aniZlng prtnc:ll)M of 
society and of the economy .•. 

• Tne reintore6ment of In•
tc,rmedlate cltle.s .end rural 

. aettlemenu to eraete systemg 
which svehgthen agrlcY!ture and 
1e11en tne pr_u,e on IM' btgg•t 
�cl-

• Ttte creation ot better·
balanced communities In wtiic:\'\ Iha 
mlx of ditlefe•n aoci .. , groups, oc
cupatlon'I. h.ous1ng •nd amenl\lea 
ond s alt for mt. o-t �oc;;ia\ 
segrega11on, . • In d91,•a!°'*'9 ·NCIUln, . ..,

· _,f'IIQanwwll Jn m,orant c:om

munlties ol the full range of ''INllf
hlllp". t:,y means ot "8Cwit)' 01

tenur;e and aasislance M1t1 •• ,,.,.
llal -ices.

• Tl'le. introduc:tlon Of CXIIINMIIG
811d ,,ecydlng 98fVlces. 

i, T"8 �lion of ndONI.
regional and local oc>''emment to 
reapond to the new emP,hasle ,on 
human Mlllemene. 

• A commitment on ttla part ct
the lntllrnatiOnal community to
make the baalc NfYlcN In human 
18111efflenll a fi� call on capJtal 
�. 

• A ,_ direction In ,-di
and academic tnati11J1jons to glv'8 
the problems ol settlements ttatt 
al.1ewltion and lh1r dat.a·base they re
quire. · • A pledge lallan l'lef9 at Habitat
to 894 in motion the cooper•tlve 
proc 11s: of Nltlernent development 
and lml)l'ovement 

• 

,. 

• 

• 

. . . .

• 

\ .' 

•



20 

I 

Media play key role 
-

• 

in impact of conference .... 

-

• 

··11 was the smoothest-running In·
formatlo.n show I have ever 
Witnessed." 

That was how WIiiiam C. Powell, 
Dirilcror of the United Nations Of
rice ot Public Information, asseSS:ltd 
lhe media services provided by·the 
Canadian Habitat Secreiariat. 

Mr. Powell is e, veteran of the 
1972 Stockholm UN Conference on 
the Human Environment, the UN

Aiomic Energy Conference in 
Geneva In 1973 and the 1974 World 
Populatlc:m Conference .  In 
Bucharest. 

He came to Vai'lcouver with a 45. 
member UN .staff to produce daily
Conference agendas and sum
maries of proceedings in print, 
audio and vidi,o, in English, Frencl'I 
and Arabic. CHS a.sslated by 
providing eight French.speaking 
reporters and edlt0f8.

In terms of  n-s coverage, Mr .  
Powell said, liabltat was certainly 
the biggest-ever UN meeting out· 
slde New York. At  the nn11I count, 
1,618 persons weie accredited as 
Journalists. 

• 

• 

-• 

-

About · hall o .f these were 
Canadian. with \t\9 V&!l(;OIJlleT 
media ol courM leadlng the peck. 
The Vancouver Sun and Province 
took ihe precaution of accredltlnQ 
their entire news,ooms right \JP to 
the top editors and even publisher8 
- a total o f  128 p«son�,

·Orer 1600 1ournallsts trom all over rhe world covered rhe 12-day Conference.

Many others with green ID tags.
CHS staff said, ha4 rather tenuous 
media conneotiqns. Some were 
delegates· spouses who came 
along by getting accreditation 
through their hometown newa
papera and suoh. Some· were lob
byists from federal aod provincial 
governments. Others were 
propagandist• with cause 
publlcauons, inclined to give long 
statements ot their own at prest 
conferences ralher than stick io 
asking ques1lons. 

The United States accounted tor 
267 media a�r.editations, tiny 
Flnlaod tor 16, but the Soviet Union 
only hY,O - Vladimir Matyash of 
Tass and Alexander Palladio of the 
Novosti Press Agency. 

Moat or the 102 accredited Mex• 
lean Journ ·a1111s actually 111ft Van
couver soon etter Pre$ideot Lula 
Echeverr ia  addressed the 
Conference opening day .  

Still, a count ot media represen-
1allv81 glv•s some Indication ot

how other nallont rated the lmpor-

• • 

• 

tance or Habitat. Britain, for ex
ample, had 33 Journalists at the 
Conference while Frence and Italy 
accredited. only eight each. West 
Germany, had 1'4 and Japan 22.

or the' East Bloc countries, 
Hungary sent one, and Yugoslavia 
seven. 

Of the Third World nations, India 
sent three• media representatly� 
and Ghana, Uganda., Zaire and Ivo
ry Cout one e,ch, nny Gabon ells
patched four. 

Nineteen International newe 
agencies and_ major nawspaper; 
were provided with their own oftlc. 
space on the second floor or the 
Haliitat M•dia Centro. whll'e other 
Journalists could pound out their 
stories on no leas then 270 
typewriters on the math floor and in 
the four media sub-centres. at ma
jor conference all� around town. 

' 

' 

\ .

They could Ille their reports t>y 
telex or cable by uslng one of 28 
apeclal telephone booths Inside the ·  
media room: Their stories olf their 
chests. Journalists could relax 
end chat wilh collNgues over a 
drink at a small stand-up bar In the 
aame area. 

When they weren't attending 
press conferences or Plenary 01'

Committee r;essiol'\S, journalists 
could also view more than 230 
audio-visual presentations - full
length or thre.e-minute capsules -
that dolegallOflf! had brought to 
Vancouver. The capsules, as well 
as Conference proceedings, co1,1ld 
be viewed on several large 
televlslon-proJectlon ilcit!ens in the .  
Media centre. 

During the two weeks in V a n 
couver lhere were more ihan 60 
preas conferences related to 
Habitat (nol counllng those at 
Habi.tat Forum where media 
facilltlea were much· more limited) 

; 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 

wlih 33 ot. them In the Mai::lla Centre 
briefing r,oom on the ground ttoor of 
the Habitat Operatlo_ns Cantre. 

When Habitat opened May 31. 
Mlniste.r of State · for Urban Affairs 
Barney Danson told reporters Im·
mediately attar his eleotlon as 
Conference President: "The 
success ol Habitat will depend to a 
large extent on the preas - on Ille 
cooperation you will give us In rel•· 
Ing public awareness ol human 
settlements Issues." 

·Considering the large- media
accreditation and the millions of
words dlssemlnaled .throughout the 
w0tld during the two brier weeks in 
Vancouver, lhe pr8$5. indeed 
played a.n Important-role In Hebitat. 

• 

• 

• • 


