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on Human Settlements 
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· a successful conference

IZ - - ' ffi,f'Th.a Canadian Pa_rticlpauon ·
Secretariat win be org·aniting a 
series ·ol symposia actoss the 
country. These sessions will' ex-

• ptore In depth the maJor issues
likely to be discussed et Habitat. as
these are identified In National and
International preparations. We
sl)all a.nnounce -the topics. sat the 
dates and the places, and Invite
some·Of the key speake"rs. But tho " 
symposia are open to all and we 
hope tha, those w11h s-peclal 
l<"nowl0d9e or special conce,n wilt
:o;e,ze lhil i,pp.onunltles Iha.I 1h�y

provtdo. 

Countdown 1 
I n  Just over one year rrom now. 
Hab,1111 Urntea Nauons.Conf,:irenoe 
on Humar, Serllements w,11 begl11 In 
v ancou-ve1 But many 01 the most 
important Hatiftar act,v,ties must 
rake place ,n advlinc·e of Ille 
(:p1, r1", .,,, :,• !�,.,,, -rn",:./\ 1r,rhuie 
UU! p19r.:t!SSth; tC.., , .. vplvd tne Yc:iflOUS 

· \.-,,...,G\� a"d a,u ... ,u,"'•"'� at
•
1 

governm.en1s. no.n�gove,nmental 

()(gan,zat,ons. ,nstitut1ons. and 
private c .. 1,zen.s 

T h e  H a ·b i t a t  Parhc1pat)on 
Secret-ari-at of tt,e M,n,stry of State 
foi Uroan Atta,rs a,'!!S 10 g,ve all 
Canachan$ an opportun,1y to .con
tribute 10 G<:>nference prepaFat,ons. 
It this aim ,s to be. achieved. 11- wlll
require carel\11 adh11rence to a 
tlme1at>le. which governs the way 
the various par:s ol ihe_prepa!atory 
.pro..;._ss· - na_r1on al and lnter
n11101 "lr - lit rogether. 
fhe preparatory process tor

Habitat includes many activlli,es. 
For the Conference to be success
lul. ell the drlferent rnpulS m�st 
tie completed on time. 
Counldowo 2 
The basic framework (see diagram, 
page 2) comes from the· Habllet 
Secretar,al at U.N. Headquarters in 

Ne·w York, In consu11a11011 with an 
inrerna'lional Preparatory Com
m ,  u e e When th is  group, 
representing 56 member countries, 
hel<l ,ts tirsf formal meetong on New 
York early 111,s year It ,irnphasized 
the absol,;te J')ecess,r.v of com-
01�1mo rM Va1,ou� un:1p:1rutorv

to.St\S or1 ume 
'Th,a ,s .-.poc-lafly 1mpor1ant U the

proposed public par11c,pi;11lon 
process is to work successfully. 
One important task rust completed 
was the submission t.o ih11 U.N·, of a 
pret1mi"nary "Na1,ona1 Re·port on 
Human S·e1tlements"' from the 
countries which wdr par1ic1 pate m 
Hat>itat. Tne contents of these In
terim reports wm help the U.N. 
determine which topics are ranked 
highest by member states ror con
sideration at Vancouver. 
Canaaa·s inteom national report 
will be pubHshed in the ne .. t 
Bulletin to provide organizalions 
and individuals with an opportunity 
to comment on It prior to submis
sion of the final repo11 to the U.N. at 
the en<! Of December •. 

1975.

Countdown 3 
Thls will not be the·only opportunity 
tor Canadian citizens to· /lave an 
Impact upon the Con'lerence 

proceecflngs. Other elements ot the 
preparatory ·process have b.een 
designed io ensure mat there will 
be extensive public paniclpa.tion 
Cana<la 's posi t ions at t h e  
Con1erenc'e ,,serf wlli be ne.vetoP.ed 
hv (trP.w,no l.r.t')m 1hP, oo,runn.:. ;.:i,n(J 

t t:}t;.V 11" fl ',.:,' :.IJd \J;.H ,::, ,;)I �V .. t,; 1 : •I I rtJ IH.:i,

in<!ost·•e-s, noi,-gove,nmental 
organltatlons. institutions. ail<i in

<livkluals. I t  is expeC1ed that these
will be gathereo mostly from pub.lie
meetings. serniners, ,1nd syr,jposia 
where. Habitat and i-ts issues.will be 
discusse.d. 
The Cana<!ian Nauonal Com·m11tee 
wm hold a series of public meetings 
next fall. Locations ol these 
meetln.gs will be'announced by the 
end of April. The sheer volume of 
briefs e,pected to be presentep will 
create its own constraints In tho 
prepar-alions ano timing of 1he 
public meetings, Associations and 
individuals wouli:1 Qreatly assist in 
the process by sending their briefs, 
including a summary of 500 words, 
d.uring this coming summer These
can be forwarded c/o the Canadian
Participation Secretariat
Countdown 4 
Symposia on issues likely to be the 
b a s i s  o f  the fnternatfo n a l  

�rtller �e!Jlfla on the symposia wtlf J 
be publ(shed In tile Bull1111n l>fllOJn. ·: 
ning In the next Issue. 

, · We hope you will help to make 
trnkn a succelia. 

•• ; 

Conference agenda are also 
planned... Panels of experts will 
debate 11arious oplions lor the 
fuluro of settlements in the next 10 
to 15 years w1tli the public ,nvited. 
Mosr 'Of the sym,posia w,11 take 
place 1n the fall. But one or two will 
hopefully be he.Id before the 
summer. 
lndivid ual or9anlzatlons, whether 
na11ona-1 bodies or communrty 
groups, are encouraged lo hold 
dfscussions - seminars. meetings. 
etc. - on Issues related to Habitat 
and to forward lhe ·results of these 
dlscusslqns- to the Participation 
Secretllriat, 

Hon. B. Danson calls for action 
Canada"s Urban Affairs. M lnister 
Barney Da n s o n  c a l l e d  o n  
o(gantlahons and k•dlvt�uals to 
contribute now to preparations lor 
Habitat. 
rn an address prepared to, delivery_ 
to the Joint Planning .Conlefence of 
the American Society 01 Plailnirig 
011,c,ats and the Community Plan
rung Associaii:'in ot Canada, Mr. 
Dlinson said, "If you wait until next 
May you are hkely to be too ta.te to 
have the mrruenc-e you should." 
The ASPO(CPAC C.onlerence 
brought together some 3,000 
proles.s,onal planners. p _ub)lc ot

lrcia!s. and concerned c1t1zens 1n 
Vancouver in 'April. "'Sharing 
space: From Neignbourhood to 

Continent"' was tne Conf�ence 
t h e m e. This Is e s p e c i a l l y  
appropriate 10 the types ot dis
cussions -and !IXChanges of ideas 
that Habitat pr11paratfons requlr.e m 
th_e months a/lead. The ,oea ol 
sharing netids e,i, phasis particular -
ly as our settlements increase in 
complex11y. sile, and density. 
The Min,sier stresse<! that It would 
be a mistake for NGOs to locus all 
the.1r energies on tile Habitat 
Fonim - the meeting of inter
natlonat NGOs which will \a.ke place 
;it the same time as the otroc,al 
Un1ted Nation.s Conterence. "The 
Canadian Government. and no 
doubt Other governments around 
the world, wants to fncorporate ad-

v'1ce from NGO's and Individuals 
Into what happens at  the olflc1a1 
Conference:· he said 
M r .  Danson noted that the decision 
of ASPO-and CPAC to liold their 
meetings togetl'>er in Varici:>uve< 
this year 1s m recognl.tion 01 the I act 
thot Habitat wtll take place m the 
same city m 1976. Th,s underhnes 
the ,mpo.rtance 1he planning 
protes.slons ettrobute to. H ab1tat 
And. the Government ol  Canada 
sees these meetin9s as a s,gn,11-
cant part ot the preparations tor 
Hab11a1 - nationally ena mter
natlonally. 
He lrsted four specl t,c ways tor 
Canad1a.ns to allect the Habitat 
process.._ '"'•"-'ft rum 10 P11gt1 2,
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HABITAT BULLETIN le produced 
by the Canadia·n Perticlpalion 
5-aelarial. in con)unclion wi.th the 
Canadi'an Host Secretarial of the 
Department of  External Alhtirs. II 
is intended lo convey information 
on Canadian and U.N. preparations 
for Habitat, and to encourage the 
involvemen·t ol non-governm,ntal 
organizalion1 11cnd individu.al Can
adi.ans in these prep,nalions. 

NEXT ISSUE wlll apPffr in June 
1975. 
EXTRA COPIES, singly or in  
reasona ble q u a n l  itiea, a r e  
available. free of charge from the 
addiess below. 
ADDRESS ail enquiria, to: Can1,1-
dlan Parlicipallon Secretarial for 
Habitat, Ministr.y of State for Urban 
Allaire, Ottawa. K lA OP6. 
Ottawa. April, 1975. 
Sullelln No 3, 
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Th• countdown Is°"-· 

Regular annual meetings- or con.
ven·tions· ol non-governmental 
organizations, lea,rried societies. 
and other groups held between 
now and the Conference might also 
produce useful ideas for Habt1at. 
For example, tile Participation 
Secretariat would be pleased to 
receive po l icy  s t a t e ·ments, 
resolutrons or recommendations 
whlcti relate to Habltai t�emes 
which come out or such meetings, It 
will be up to individuals or  
or9an12atlon& - Informal groups. 
too - 10 take the lnltfatlve fn sub
m,111119 suet\ material with Habitat 
,n ml nd; Here also. a summary 1$ 
always- nel pful. 
The Canadian contribution at ·1he 
nej(t meeting or the international 
Preparatory Committee In August 
1975 will be developed with the 
assistance or the�e Inputs. 
Countdown 5 
In September. Canada will p a r 
ticipate In a. regional meeting ror 
Habitat, t-o be held under the aus
pices ol the Economic Commission 
for Europe, This is one ol a -series 
of lour regional meetings planned 
by' me U.N. in oonJunotion with 
Habitat· (for lnformalion' on others, 
see the internaliohQ( section 01 
this Bulletin). 
A lull-scale national m11etlng of 
non-governmental organizations is 
scheduled to take place In Otlawa, 
December 1 2 -13. 1975. A major 
ditterence between this meeting 
·and tne earller one will be the dis
cussion of .written brlets rorwarded
by organizaJions and individuals. 
Results 01 the dlscusSions will lie
Important Inputs for the prepara
tlon or the Canadian government's
positions at Habitat.
In Janu11ry, 1976. another inter
national Preparatory Committee
m�tlng takes rlace. Th,e-Canad1an 
delegation wil b e  influenced by
pres _entatlons _a t  the pub l ic
meetings to be held during the fall, 
and the many other views express
ed during our preparations.
The. final draft of the Canadian
positions for the Conference itself
will b e  submitted to the Federal
Cablhet by the end of Aprlf, 1976.
And. based on the Cabinet's
decision. U'le 01flcla1 Cenadian
delegation will present Canada's
views at the Habit"at Conference.

NOTE: Volume ,, No. 1 ol ttle
8ullelln ,a now out of print. All rele-.
vanl information has been mclue1. 
ed· In issues No. 2 and 3 .  

• 

11,om i>agG one 1 

Hon. a. Danson ••• 

First, ·to write directly to him as 
Minister or' to the Canadian Par
ticipatfon Secretariat in the 
Ministry. "We may or may nol agree 
with you. But ii Ille do not hear from 
you, we will never know:' 
Second, there will be e series of 
P.Ubllc hearings across Canada un
der the au spices of tne Canadian 
National Com·mittee la!er this year. 
These will be excellent oppor
tun1ties for community groups-and 
individual cllizen_s 10 present what 
they reel Is Important to them In 
their communities. 
Thi,�. symposia win be organized 
In different ·oarts of the coun1ry tor
tno <10011111 ot spfKlll/c m•tters ans
Ing out ol Habitat. These wilt .be a� 
opportunity lor spec,al,sts and r ><le, 
van! organizations to present posi
tion papers on Canadian tauman 
settlements issues· and discuss 
them with ·a public audience. These 
Issues will b e  of interest to tne 
gove.rnments of Canada at all lev
els, and to all �anadlans. 
Fourth. Mr. Danson added, "you 
can contribute to Habitat by gettfng 
something done In the lietd or 
llum a n  s - e t l l e . m e n t s  " For 
governments, groups. and •ln
dl _viCluais. the success of Halita! 
will have to be measured acc;:fdin.g. 
to the kind of act,on taken to im
prove our commun,Ues. "The occa
sion of Habita, can and should be 
the occt1sion when things happen." 
But w e  should not  l imit our 
perspective to Wh'al happens now 
and by 1976. T)le M1nisier con-. cluded: "The success of Habitat 
can best be judged In 1.980-0r evan 
l _ater. Only then, will we be able to 
look · back and decide If Habitat 
made some significant and perms· 
ne.nt changes In the way we deal 
wllh numan settlements:· 
Other  m ajor p r o f e s s ional 
organizations: such as the Cana
dian Institute of Pla11ners. the 
AssociallOI) ol Collegiate Schools 
of Planning. the Council of Plan
ning Librariens. the Americain In· 
stllute of Planners also participated 
in the Joint Planning Conference. 
as did the Stuoent Planning 
Network. 
A number ol mobile y,orkshops. 
which have become traditional al 
these meeUngs. gave delegates an
opportu nlty to see and discuss 
pl.ann,n.g practices , n  the Van
couver region. 
Delegates to Habitat ar>d the 
Habitat Forum will no doubt visit 
many of  the same sites in 1976,-

, 



11paper. They patronize terrace 
c:afes where they can sip coffee and 
n i b b l e  t h e i r  d a i l y
"baguette" - which, oddly 
enou_gh, will llkely come from a 
German-Swiss bakery. Much ot 
tha city's gourmet food Industry Is 
run by pe:ople of Germanic 
d89C8111. 
This being "British" Columbia, � 
pie o.- British origin quite under
standably are In the msiorlty. They 
number 313,095 in this city of 426 -
265. Inhabitants where the leisurely
custom of afternoon tea Is still il
charmln!j t;adition. Vancouver's.. old country" flavour la enhanced 
by the special shops which sell lea
only. but In an Incredible variety ol 
more than 80 blenda. Enougn to
suil every taste and calculated to 
make the Twinings of London and 
the British Tea Council so dear to 
the hearts Of Garvaa Huxley and 
John Grianion, turn green with en
vy! 

O
Vancouv<tr on ll>B W�I coast, one ol Csnacle's low,/itfsl citios, -,i// frost Hab1l1tL 

The _ ctty also 1188 8 Chinatown

n Ce t • 
· perhaps second only to that of San 

Upon a .me 
Francisco. TheCtllnese,alongwtth
numerous Japanerse, compete lm-

v 
· aginatlvely lo attract customers to

an Co U Ver 
their restaurants, sho�. Imported 

• • •
food counters and jeWilllery StOt'es. 
Japanese 1ec1u101ogy 8/ld expertise
have won lhem prominent rolea In 

Hon. Barner Danson, Mirtisl11r ol s1e1e 
fOr u,i,.n AtraJra. 

Framed by scenic splendours 
alln0$1 reminiscent of an Arabian 
Nights setting, the c,ty glitters 
jewel-like on Canada's Pacific rim. 
Over II loom the snow-capped 
c r a g s  o f  the co&atal moun
taina - forerunners ol the spec
tacular Rockies . beyond - Cla!l
cading doWl'I 10 the mighty ocean 
Which· alone seemli to have halted 
the westward advance. of  this vast 
land. Thia iS Vancou�r. gateway 
t o  t h e  O r i e n t .  

Here, even If a ll  II not •or• 
_,.N&Uty,calm,luxuryanddellghr 
• the poet said, until now, at least, 
Vancouver has retained the "-!thy
baJanoe of a city large enough to
otter itB people aJI tne attraction•
of a great cosmopolitan centre,
without paying the uauat bitter
pricoof rapid growth: overc,owdlng,
nolN and vanlahlng green apeces.

• 

An ideal site 
This could lie why many ... ,n Van
couver a site especially -11 aulted
to, host a Conference such u

Hab_ltat. Barring II few mus tnin
sportallon and houtllng problems, 
relathlely minor In comparison ti) 
those encountered In many a 
megalopolis, Vl!ncouver typifies ali 
that numerous· cities of the world 
wish ·to be, bul have scant hope of 
achieving in the nea� future. The 
earr,esi hope Is that va11couver·w1II 
realat ttoe l!lren it0no Of overgrowth 
and apply !he aolutlona Which ttala
Conference hu been called to 
supply. 

Charming, colourful 
�ancouver's varied ethnic moa:ale 
ls beyond all doubt one of Ila 
greatest charms. It's a blend of ex
otic. mysterious Asia and the 
spirited, colourful cuatoms of East 
Europe's people, in a setting which 
refle,::ts the British love Of green 
spaces. large partcs and delightful 
gardens. The rich Canadian Indian 
heritage Is also to be found In the 
90aring totem poles and Imposing 
wood carvings. Then too. In the 
heart of the i.ity you migl'lt chance 
upon a group of "petanque" 
players, or patrons lounging In 
quaint bllltros or terrace cafes. Life 
la serene In thl11 benign climate, 
Hawed only by winter grayn811 and 
drizzle. 
Paradoxtcally enough, 1h11. temp
erate and pleasant climate may 
well be vancouvel"s worst enemy! 
Wearied of llghtlng the k:y winds 
and blowing a nows of winter, 
people in leas favoured parts of 
Canada ere constantly tempted to 
flee to this balmy haven wiU, Its 
snowless beaches neatled at the. 
loot of  mountains wtlere the white 
magic lingers long to please Ille 
fancies ol eny sider. 
This largely explains the rapid 
growth of the once small French 
speaking community. Quebecers of 
1975, it would seem, are rar I
enamoured of snowy landscapes 
than were their forebears who 
tounded New France. 
A few figures 
Today. 6,685 French-speaking peo
ple live in Vancouver, forming a 
community large enough to have 
their own radio st.allon and ,__ 

heavy Industry, lumbering, mining, 
larg&'scale commercial enterprises 
and, of course. the tlanlng industry. 
India and Pakistan for some years
now have been eyelrlil the many 
opportunltlee In Canada's West
Coast metropolis, but· the oniy 
ethnic group to nang itll sningle In 
the wry heart of the city I s  the one 
which boasts I la own "Rob
sonstrasse" right next to Georgia 
Avenue. The latter Is Vancouvel"s 
main a11ery. with the a·rt c,:1ntre and 
the 1wo t,01ets where the

Conlerence will hold bOlh ils plefla
ry ••••Iona and committee 
meeunge - namely. ttle au-. 
Elizabeth Theatre, the Hyatt
Regency Hotel and tha Hotel Van
couver. 
V/h!lther by osmosis. al>SOrptlon or 
emulation, these multloultural con
tributions have left their mark upon 
the entire city. The Vancouverite, 
perhaps because of the IOl'blddllig 
ba"ler of the Rocky Mountains ln
aulating him from the East. is ol a 
unique and quite disrtlnclhie type, 
perhaps more akin to hla Calllornla 
cousin to the south than to other 
Canadians. 
Vancouver la an aggreatlvely 
-youthful co.mmuntty, In contrast
with the "reUrement ctty'' of Vic
toria on Vancouver laland, across
the Georgia Strait.s. Victoria, Iha
capltal ol British Columbia. 11 Unlc
ed with Vancouver by modern
ferries and by shuttle planes with
their friendly suburban-train
feeling.
Vancouver quite clearly belongs to
the affluent aoclety. You'il find no
large tenement dlstrlcls here. At
the most, there are ·a few sections
In the throes of urban renewal,
carefully aupervfaed by three Jev.els
ol governments, mindful Ulal the
eyes ol the world will be upon th�
d u r i n g  the  1976 H a b i t a t
Confe�ence.

They do things well
Vancouver's blending of so many
desirable ethnic qualltles and
characteristics stands the cl1y In
good stead In its planning for the
COnlerence. Tl'le British Instinct for
correcrneas. the orderly German
mind, Japanese attenllon'to details,
Chinese politeness. Iha diplomacy
of the French and the open
1rittndllnesa and holpitality ol the
Can.adian Indian - au have been

• 

llnl!ed IO en-• that nothing ta left
undone to entertain their guesll 
during lhet fortnight w!*1 the en
Ure WQtld wiN join them lo study the 
problems of human settlements. 
There is a.lready talk of an almott 
continuous series of open-air OOfl• 
certs. along with atrolllng bands of 
,troubadours and dancer, going 
from place to place to entertain 
the delegat� The city's streets 
will tie gaily decorated in the eon
lerence colours, w1u, artls1s from 
Vancouver and Its neighbouring 
cities of Bumapy and N- West
minster vying wilh one another to 
create the most hneglr1ath,e dl&
plays. 

Host Committee Mt up 
In order IO ensure proper COOf 

dination, there is a Holl Com
m lttee. It Is under the Chair
manship of the Oepartmen1 of Ell
ter nal Af fa i rs  and Includes 
representatlvea of the Government 
of th.e. 

Province of Brftlsn Columbia,
the City of Vancouver. ltie Ministry 
of State for Urban Affairs and other 
Departments, agencies, and 
organlZ.ations, as required. 
The Host Committee first met at the 
Ministerial level In April 1974 wflen
tl'le Minister of State for Urban Af• 
fairs r•presented the Secretary of 
State t<w Einernal Affairs. The 
Honourable James G. Lorimer, 
Mlnister of Municipal Affairs, 
represented the Government of 
British Cojumbla, while Hie 
Worship Mayor Phllllps was 
represented by Deputy City Clert( 
flobffi. Henry. - -·----
NormaUy, the H081 Commit1ee 
meets under I.he Chairrnaft!lhip of 
the General Director .Df the Host 
Secretariat, Mr: John A. OoUijan, 
with Associate Deputy Minhner 
Christopher Woo<lward 
repr-ung the province. 11110 M r .
Henrv .tile munlclpar'-"eo
mlnlstratlQn. Responalblllllee rw

auch function� as entertainment. 
hos_pita111y, iransportatlon and many 
others have been as&igned to a 
number of ad hoc sub-ci>mmitlees. 
In Ille heart ot the city, along this 
picturesque waterfront, and in the 
lolly nails of academe at the 
University of British Columbia 
where the NGOs· will be staying. 
everything points to the prospect 
that Vanc:ouv.- will be a genial host 
to Habitat. 
Hospitality will � provided fof the 
thousands of delegates, and they 
can also look tor some debating 
competlllon during their stay. The 
London tradition ot the soap-bole 
speaker is stlil very much alive In 
Vancouver. eepeeially In its famed 
Stanley Park! 
• Non-gonrnmNI oraanlzaflona, t ...
p,1"n - ft -- IJH 511'«>'-W,.

Hon. Jamos G. Lor1m1tr. 

Mitt/a,_, ot MUllit:i/MI Allaira, 8. C. 
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Habilat Conference to rocus on -� 
curr!)nt Issues I n  Canada and • 
abroad. ,For the long.term. the · 
program would hope t o  provide_ the ,
besls for a sustained and conllnu- �
Ing development o f  sch�o l  ! 
curricula -and programs .deahng 
with human settlemenlS. 
"'All About Us - Nous autres lnc.M · 
has· already established good •
working relationships with teachers· 
and oilier groups whose work ., 
dlrecily involves support. serv� 
and readership In education. For • 
1 he last two years, they have ' 
collected and published the Ideas 
of young people end tf1elr 1e11chers 
about Canadian Ille and society· in "
palntlngs, poems. st.or/es. leuers ,. 
and other creative works. 

! High priorlty must be _given to ive is to reach Canada's 5..8 mil- The Idea ot a Youth Dimension
leducetional 11ctlv1tles relating to llo.n srudents at the elementary. Program has b�n given support in 
I human settlements problems. secondary, anel community levels· principle by provincial re,xesen-
To make this heppon. the non- througll their teachers and schools., tatives on the Federal/Provincial 

!prorlt organization "'All Aboul Us to stimulate awareness and In- Committee to r Habitat  tsee
:._ Nous autre.s rnc." has developed volvement in problems ol human separate story· this page). Funh·er 

�a program to involve Canadian settrements and the role of the In- consu1tati011"s would be held wllh , 
youth· in activities related to the· dhiidual In improving t-rie quality of the provlncfal ministries of e<fuca-
Conference. Called "The Youth nte In communfties'. The program tlon before  any prog r am Is ; 

!01mension�·. the prog ra.m·a ?bJect- would utl�e the oc�!On of,lhe_ 1e,unC!le.d.,__ .._ ,["._ � ----- .. .:ralf'llb,;-.,. .......lr....,,b....�' ki:llt6...�---'*"=t'-!t� - - ........ d. '  ,:;i,,j.� �" ............. �---.... 

Statement by 
Dr. C. Ian Jackson 
Hon. B11rney Danson. Miriis(er of 
srare for Urt>en Alie/rs. recenUy an
r;ounced 1/ie appointment �I Dr. C. 
tan Jac:1cson, 40. 'tls acting Execu

tive Dlrecror of fhe Oan11dian·.Parti
c1pa1ton Sec,araria! toe Habitat: UN
Conference o n Human serr.l•· 
menrs. The following is Dr. Js_ck
son s messa_ge to our rBaders:

I am very pleased to become close-
1 y 1r,vo lved w i t h. Hat>1 t a t  
preparations again as they enter a 
new ph/lse of activity. Having_ par
ticipated in the Initial plans tor the 
Conlerence. and having been 
directly concerned with Canadian 
p r e p a r af.io n s lo, lh·e U N  
Conference on ll'ie Hu man Environ
ment in Stockholm in 1972, I shall 
do au that l can to e.nsure that Ca
na.d1an part-1clpa11on ,n 11abitat Is 
'1fle<;tive and compreh.ens.lve. 
cin a subject. as 1mpor1ant as 
human settlements. 11 Is evident 
that Can�da's role at Habitat mus1 
t>e b a s e d  on the v i e w s  of 
governments et  au levels, or non
governmental organizations of all 
kinds. and, as tai as possible. on 
the views of lndlv•dl.lal Cenedlens.
One of the main tasks of the Cana
d1.an Participation Secretaria.t Is to 
ensure that rh,.s happens, Hab1ta11s 
a confer.ence of governments. 
more than 140 of rhem; 1>u1 Cana
dian partlcipallon should retlect the 
widest possible public participation 
i n  the prepar'atlons tor that 
Conference. 
T h i s  Issue ol fhe H1.ti1•11,i 
describes some of lhe ways you
can lake part Le! m e  briefly sum
marize them, 
• The Canadian National Com
mlnee. led. by Senato( Sidney
8uckwold, will hold hear,ngs
across Canada late- this year. lo
pr-ovide lndivldUals and groups with 
a chance to telt the Comm,nee. and 
through them the Government of 
Canada, wha1 they believe are the 
1mP.Orta,:it Canadian and ,nter
nation.al Issues In the field ot
human settjeme·nts. 
• The federal. provincial, and

4 territorial governments are working 

�-... 
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together to ensure that the views ot 
individual municipalilies ,and ol 
other o(ganfzotlons are heard on 
matters .  of concern within eaeh 
province and territory 
• We ere arranging a series or 
public sympos1-a. devoted to 
different i.ssues o l  co.ncem to 
Canada and other gove,nmeots. 
• lndlvlduer organizations., either

nauonal bodies or community 
groups, can arrange s·peoial 
meetings of !heir own that are 
relaied (o Habllat. ·and that wilt lead
these organizations to express their

views on human. s.e'lllements 
issues. 
Perhaps most important, we went 
to encourage things to happen. 
without waiting for or depending on 
the Habitat Conference 1tsell. 
Although this Conference can and 
snould lead 10 major Improvements 
In the way we tackle human setue
ments problems around \lie world, 
It seems generally agreed that the 
_ problems must be 1ackled marnly 
by ac11on within e11ch co�ntry. The 
success of Habitat will depend In 
large part, on the way we prepa1e 
for Habitat, end o.n the ways In 
which we ul.ihze !He ·occasion of 
Hab1tar to gene,ate such action in 
Canada. 
We expecl to publish the IJul/�1111 
every 1wo months ·between now and 
the Habltal Conference. I hope that 
tllls Issue will 8f'ICou,age you 'to 
b eco ·m e  i n v o l v ed· i n  o u r  
preparations. 

Appointments 
to the national 
committee 

Six new appointments to the eane
dlan Na11onal Committee have rais
ed to sixteen !he number of em, 
nen1 Canadians serving on this 
Comm1nee. wh1Ch is responsible 
for slimulallng pubHO pantc1pallon 
in Canad&·a pr:epar.:ations for 

Hab1rat 
Drawn lrom au parts or Canada. the 
new additions include pohtical 
s.clenc� Professor P .J F1tzPatrick 
of Fredericton, NB!" Brunswick; 
architect Etienne J. Gaboury ot St. 
Vital, Man·itoba; �ociologist Brenda 
Hayes of Vancouver, B.C.: edllcat.or

Cynthia Hill of lnilvlk, ·Northwest 
Territories. Archbishop Joseph N.
MacNe11 or Edmonton. Alberta. and 
businessman Norman Macleod of 
Charlottetown. P.E.I. 
Chair-man of the Committee Is 
Sena.tor Sidney L ,  Buckwold, a 
former Mayar of Saskatoon. Or. 
Hugh L. Keenleys1de of Victoria is 
Honourary Gha1rman. 
With these appointments, Iha Com, 
mittee Is now well represented in all 
regio.ns of Canada, To complete the 
comple _ment from the, West, 
Prolessor Lloyc;t Axworthy of W,n. 
nfpeg h,1s b�e.n serving on the CNC 
since its· inception. Similarly, On
tario has been represe·n1ed since 
the Committee's establishment by 
Prole-ssor Meyer Brownstone. 
broadcaster Adrienne Cl'arksor\ 
and c o m m u n 1 c at1ons expert 
Johnny Yes-No of Toronto. From 
Ouebec are former Quebec 
Minister ol Social Allalrs· Claude 
Cas_tonguay of Quebec C,ty and planner Guy Legault of Mon1real. From the M�rllimes, lawyer J. Ge1atd Godsoe Jr. of Halifa� and home econoinlst and broadcaster Frances Innes. SI. Jchn·s, Newroundland. are aiso working on Habitat preparations, 
The Committee is now preparing to host a series ot publlc mee_t1ngs across Canada this fall to sohcit the ideas and views 01 the public. which Lhe.y will teed back lo the Govern. menr for consideration I n  the development ol Canada's contributions 10 Habitat. 

ml)r 
to\;nn 
mer 

More and more c.orporate and 
profession.al conterenc�s ;u-e 
devoting part of their programs 1hls 
year to . Habitat. or to _Habitat
relate.d !hemes. Three ma1or Inter
national ones are the 22nd We;irld 
Congress ol the Inter national Union 
ol Local Authorlrles In Tehran 
( I ULA). April I 5- 19: the 12 th World
Congress bl the International Union
ol  Architects in Madrid, May 5/10, 
and the join·, annual conference of 
the C.ommunlty Planning Assocla 
rion ot Canad.a S!'d the American 
Society of Planning Officials in Van
couver. April 12-17. 
F"or its cont8"ence In Tehran. the 
International Union o f  local 
Aulhoritle.s has published· a 122-
page book of bac;f\ground papers 
titled ···New Patiern s o f  Ur
banization•·. Copiei. are available 
from: JULA, <15 .Wassenaarseweg, 
The Hague 2018. Natnerlands. 

• 
A new boot(. tenta(lvely called 
--canadian Urban Perspective" is 
being written by Professor Leonarr;t 
Gertler of the School or U rban and 
R�gional Planning: University ot

Wate;ioo, and Dr. Ron Crowley or 
the Ministry of State tor U,t>a11 AJ .

1a1,e. Ttmea tor pul>lrC1at1on rn June.
1976 tho 1Jor,\( 1� h•nnq -;1 tnD"")f\f"'d
by ·a · r.esearch gra111 11urn N,SUA

Pr,o t. Gertler, former Director

General of Research !or MSUA, 
notes _that during the past few years 
the Mir,lstry has had more then SO 
senior researchers from a number

or disciplines studying a wide Vl!'ie
ty of Canadian urban J)!'Oblems. .. This f8Search," Pr'ofessor Gertler
said, "has produced a haniest of 
resvlts, ·and our job ..,ill be to pull 
these together, integrating. 1n
terp1et1ng and communicating this 
output ... In such a way rhat the 
material can be used by non
experts - by political leaders. ad
ministrators. community .groups, 
teachers. the media and the public 
ln gMe�." · · 

• 

An international d�ign compel\.. 
tion for. the urban enirironmem ot 
de,eloplng countries has· been an
nounced by the lnterna·tlonal 
Arc:hltectural Foundation Inc. I I  in
v ites designs· fro m· architects and
plan.n.ers ·around the wodd for 

revltal I zing a large area o r  squatter 
settlements on the outskitls ol 
Manila, Phll1ppines. The best 
entrtes wlll be on display In Van
couver at the time of Hab1taL 
Oeta1is are available from: The 
lnrernational Architectural F.oun
dai lo  n, 122·1 Ave nu e  o t  the 
Americas. New York, N.Y, 10020.-

• 
The second national conference ot 
Canadian non.governme·ntal ·orga· 
nizat.,ons will t>e held 1r, Onawa on 
Oecernb.er 12 and 13 of this year. 
Details will to.llow in the next issue 
ot the Bu1te11n.

•



Support tor private organizations 
A recent deyelopmen\ In Canadianpreparatlpns tor Habitat has been· taken with the .IOrlJ\ation of the Canadian NGO (Non-Governmental Organ,zatio ns) F>arlicipationGroup, (See page 8). 
The announctiment was made b ySe nator Sidney L. Buckwot-cl Chairman of the Canadian N ·auonai Commlttee responslble for the public Partieipatlon program forlhe International meetin.9. 
"We consider I t  essential that NGOs 
maintafn · a contl nuing role in 

d e v e l oping t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  
C .anadians In Habitat and assisting 
in the expression of Canadlan·lliew, 
points on .the Issues involved," said 
Senator Buckwokl. He expressed 
the hope that the ParticipatiQfl 
Group wUI involve natlonal, proviri
clal al'.)d loca.t organizations and 
c i t i ze ns· groups In ·canadlan 
preparations tor Habitat. 
The 22-member Pllrticipatlon 
Group-was established in response 
to suggestions m·ade al a two-day 
conference for Canadian NGOa 
held in Ottawa last November, 
which was attended by approx
imately 120 national and provincial 
associations· from across Canada. 
jHabltat Bu lleti.n, Vol. 1,'No. 21."The 

'NGO P a r l i c ip a t l o n G r o u p  
represe.nts a wide geographic 
c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  Can adian
associatlons· concer ned w'ith
human settlements issues. ' 

The first official meeting of the 
NG(') Partilllpal ion Grouj:i was hE!id
i n  J a n u a r y ,  1975, a l t e r  a
prei.lrnlnary meeting In O�mber,
At troat tome Geoffrey Grenville
Wood o t  the United Nations 
Association In Canada, Ottawa, was 
e1ec1ed chairman. Stuving with him 
on tne exocuove committ� are:
Ms. Pat McAusland ot the Com
munity Planning Association of 
Canada, Reg.Ina. secnl!ary: Dr. 
Marjorie Bursa of the Can&dian 
Federation ol Agriculture. Ottawa: 
Yvon C. Du�)s de l'Ordre des 
lngenieul'$ du Oul!tiec, Mon1re11I: 

-and Re11. Wayne Smitl;I ot the Inter
Church Committee on Population, 
Don MIiis. Ontario. 
The Group expects to open an of
fice rn Ottawa very soon. 11 I s  e x 
pect&d 10 meet formally three or 
lour tlmes between now ·and the
Conference neJ<t year While . sub

·comm!ttees and the.executive CQm
mittee will meet more lrequently.
Five objectives have been defined
bv 1he Group:
i) To inlluence Canadien policy
leading up to Habitat: ·
Zl To bring out, through avail$ble
and new cha nnels o f  com
m.unicatlon. h.oma11 setllements
issues, encourage widest pos&ible
discussion and partic,palion, and
b uild in feedback mechanisms:
SI To ·assist the Canadian NationalCommittee I n  achieving their objec-
tives related to Habitat, ·

41 To build in an on-going structure 
tor consultations befween · 1h.e 
public and government, at all its 
litvels. on fluman settlements 
issues; 
5) To coord·lnate Canadian input In
the agenda preparations tor

Habitat Fo r u m ,  t h e  n on
governmen1el conference. 
Pending opening or the ful-timl, of
fice. correspo ndence· may be
ai;ldressed to: Geoffrey Grenvllle
Wood. Chairman, Canadian NGO 
Pat1icipetion Group, c/o United 
Nations Association In Canada, at 
63 Sparks Street, -Otlawa. Phone: 
(613) 232-5751: 
Memt!ers ot the NGO Participation 
Group. and lhelr.Qrganizat'oons: Ms. 
fl AnareychucJ<, Nallonal Gouncll 
of YMCAs, Moo·se Jaw. Sask.: Rev. 
A . Apri l .  c·anadra n Ca1'ho1ic
Conference, Ottawa: Mrs Bla'nche. 
Bovrgeoi�. Cenad�n Home and 
Sch6ol and P�rent Teacher 
Fecserauon. cocagne, N.8.: Ms .  
Jean 8urgess, Me1ropo litari 
Alliance for·Oevelopment. Sydney, 
N.S.: Dr. Marforie·Burse, Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture, Ottawa: 
M a  r-ti·n C o h e n, Or<! r e· · d e s  
Arohitectes du Ou6bec, Mount 
Roy'al, Que.: Bemard Daly, Cana
dian Association In Suppor1 9f the. 
Native Peoples, Onawa: Harry 
Daniels. Natlve Council of Canacse.. 
Ollawa: Yvon C. Dupuis. l'Ordre 
des lngenleurs de Quebec, Mont
real; Mrs. Anne Dryden,' tJ nlversi.ty 

ol Alberta, Edmonton: Gifl911 Fre 
nette Confederation Cles Syndlcats � . 

' .. Natfonaux. Monfreal: Derek Ham
mond, Canadian Home Manufac
turers Association. Stephenville, 
Nlld:, Richard Harrriston, Canadtarl 
Council tor lnternatl .onal Co
operation. Ottawa: Norman Hallen
dy, Heritage Canada. Ottawa:. M,. 
Pat McAusland, Community Plan
ning Assoc,atlon or C!!nade; Reg1n11; 
8ruce McLeod. Housing and Urban 
Development Associalion ol 
M�nftoba. WinoipE!g; Robert 
Morris, Canadian As�oclation of 
Nelghborhoo.d Services, Van
couver: Jeff Patteioon, Canadian 
Council on Social Deve1opmen1, 
Ottawa; Rev. Wayne Smith, Inter
Church Committee on Population, 
Don Mflls, Ontario: �rs. Hilda 
Symond,. Association In Canada 
Serving OrganltaliOns for Human 
Sett1emen1S, Vancouver; Geoffrey 
i'.renvclle,Wood, United Naliorla 
Association In Ganada. Onawa: 
� me I. Strasbourg .. Regroupemenl 
des comites des c,toyens de Hull, 
Hull, Quebec; Mark. Dorfman, 
Canadian Institute of Plann.ttrs, 
Waterloo, Ont. 

Canada's audio-visual presentations 
' Tne M/r,:stcr ot Sra1i> for Urhan Af

lacr-s, Hcinouraoie Ei·arney Danson, 
'°'"" W'>M\\\..S'O•<>-•� 10< •udlo
'Vla\Jtll presentalions to the United 
Nations in lour major theme areas: 
ti Management ol Urban Growth 
and Land Use: 
.2) Design Innovations for 81!t
trements In COld Climates; 
3) G·overnin.9 Hum.a n Settl.e•
-ments: 
41 Community Aejuvenallon. 
011.ce UN .acceptance Is receiv
ed, audio-llisual presentations -
filins or slides - will be prepared 
tor at leas! three of these. 
The Canad,an Urban Demonstra
tion Program has been II major 
source of ideas for themes. 
Through combining sugg8Stions 
from a number of sources, it was 
possible to devaiop th$$e thilmea
In considerable depth. As a result,
the pr8$tlnla1\ons shook! be of 
broad national and • International 
interest. 
The problem areas addressed In 
Canada's proposals may briefly be 
described as follows: 
Urban growth ln <a:a�a has four 
major chiltacterist.ics: 
11 rapid increase In the$izeofa few
very large clttes: 
2) static ,or even declln_ing pop
ulations In some medium and
smaller-sized centres;
3) urban encroechment on SOll'le of 
the most productive larmlends; 
41 loss of vitality· of cef1eln rural 
areas. 

The situation Is rendered more 
c o m p l e x  by Canada's va,t 
geography. encompa_ssing plverse 
regions ol v•ry different economic 
potent•al; its tede'ral system ot 
go�ernment: -and its tree-market 
economy. 
Chma1e, geography and �nomlc 
affluence combine to make Cana
dian ene-rgy consumption per 

cap,ra 11:>e· secQnd h1gt-1es1 ,r, cne 
world - Wllh unfortunate l,01\$.0-
quen.,.. tor both ·11,• na1ural en
vironment and the global resource
balance. A challenge in new hous
ing design a11d settlement plannlng 
Ts to reduce dependency _ on tossli 
fuels lhroo,igi, the use of the sun, 
wind. and olher renewable energy 
resources. Food production can 
aJso be substantially increaseo in 
urban areas, even year-'ro.und, 
p r o vided w� d e v e l o p  tne 
a p p r o p r i a t e  deslg·ns a n d  
technology. 
local government In Canada feces 
a dilemma. On the one nand, larger 
and more complex urban regions 
call for more centralized, regional 
types of g<111ernmilnt. Qn the other 
hand, the people who live In these 
regl'ons f�I a gro'.Ning d(stance 
beiween themselves and their 
governments and are Insisting on 
greater part ic ipat ion In the 
decisions affecting their lives. The 
problem is thus - to  achieve a 
satisfactory balance between ln
d ividual enc collective ,rights. 
Another equelly pressing problem 
ls ·to maintain e. tax base capable ol 
tl'nanclng the provision of adequate 
urban services. 
Many of the ch•ng• being wrought 
on human settlement& Involve the 
ciemo111ion and replecement ol 
w h a t  a r e  (perhaps o l l e n  
erroneously) seen a's rundown 
strucl�res. neighborhoods, or even 
whole communitles. T� buildings 
and s1reets may be rehabilitated or
replaced, but aqua! hlHld mu·s, be 
paid to the underlying social and 
economic decay. The chellenge Is 
10 eliminate the socio�nomJc 
causes of decay riune, than just to 
patch up t11e fabric. 
T'he Canadfan experience vwl'lich 
forms the bas,s of these four 
themes has varied .. While there are 
soma successes and useful l11MOns 

t·o be r�1Yo�ied it\tHU t
1

7,t'v� bet!l'' 

!allures tQo. Some reta,ance to• these wit! be Included In the 
present!itlons, sin<ie,one can 1a11rn 
from mistakes, as well ss from 
s uccesses. 
Because of the large number or 
proposals tor demonstration pro
jects already submitted to the U.N. 
from aJmost 100countrles, some of 
Caned1fs proposed subjects may 
be modilied or even eliminated to 
svoii:i duphcaiion. 
Although final decisions have not 
yet been made on which areas wiliget special attention, p_reparation of
scenarios for the audio-visual 
·pre�ntations has already begun. A
wide range ot &lla,mples from all 
over ·C.anada will be 1ncl11r;led. 
Some of tile background materi11I 
will come from submissions 10 th·e 
Urban Demonstration Program, 
Other exa·mples will conie from 
other sources and experien�. 
The audio,viaual presentations 
themselves will be produced during 
1976. then Milt to the U.N. by the

end of th.a year for videotapino and 
dubbing with sound traclts In tht 
U.N. otfic1al lanouages. 
Two to three minute '.'capsules" will 
be made tor each. These will be 
avai I a.b.l a fo r  use d u r I n g  
Contereoce sessions, adding e.n ln
novath11t aspect to the proceedings. 
The e11tenalve lluman settlements 
film library tha1 wlll lh\J$ be 
developed :will be available for 
screening to th.a public et large u
well as to offioiat delegates in Van
c:ouver, .a nd ·afterwards. Th·e 
P()SSibillly Is also being examined 
of l\avlng shOWings in other Cana
dtan centres. 
· ), permanent audlo-Vffilal data
bank ot solu tion·s t o  hUfTian
settlements prob1ems will l\op111u11y
be estebl.i,hed, of a kind that can
be continuously added to.

·. " • •  • . • • , ' t --

,Somtnaron So<:lal'Wbrlr Ed' 
. n and Human Settlements Is· 
· · lleld at Ille Urilver:sity of 8rltis

''olumbla In ccinneclfon wit 
tbltat. Th ·e S"minar will /'la 
lghiy to · ninety participants 
rima rily from North America bu 

. th representalicin from develo 
ng countrles and !tom Europe, 

Seminar wlli be held ITom Jun ·
h to the 10th, 1l376. 

. eblt1t Is viewed tly ihose plan. 
· 1ng the Seminar as providing

· que opportunity to locus atten;
n and to concentrate effort& on

- major and longstanding area of
· clal work concotn and endeavour.
:tte coordinator of the Seminar;

m whom additional 1n1or1J1atii>ri 
. · ay be obtained, _Is Or. Richer� 

plane. School of Social Work, 
· nlve,slly of B_rltlsh Corumbla

'.anc¢Uver, Canada, V6T tS7. tel 

Oo•-
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Demonstration projects 
and Habitat 
Urben Affairs Minister BarnlilY Dan
son has announced lhe. first set ol 
projee� awtoved under the Cana
dian U r b a n  De-m o n s tr a t i o n  
Program JCUOP-). Fourteen projects 
1,om an parts ol Canada are lnolud
ed in this initial announcem.eri.l. 
Ov11r tSO proposals have already 
b�n submitted to  the CUDF>, many 
In anllcl"pallor\ <ii fnctusion i n  
Canada's au'dio-v1sua1 presen
tations at Hablta1. Officials of Urban 
Alla1is are quick to point out, 
hoW11Ver, that !he CUDF> is only one 
source of materlal tor the Hab1ta1 
mms. 
The Urban D11mQnsfratlon Program 
Is 1n fact now quite separate from 
Hal:>l!at p<eparaUons. bolh In con
cept and in adminis1r11tlon. The 
CUOP Is a continuing program of 
Utban Affairs, intended 10 run at

least through March of 1.980. Pro
jects are selected on ment as Judg
ed against Program criteria, These 
criteria req1,1lre !hat proJl!CtS re. 
spond In a practical. comprehen
sive, and innovative wa,y 10 issues 
of recognized slgnitlca_nce for 
nvman settiements· In Canada. 
The Program has drawn ln11plrat1on 
lrom the conoept of "demonstra• 
tlon project" as proposed b y  
Canada tor HsD1tal .  B u t  the  

Emphasis on 
provlnclal 
participation 
In Canada. mar,y ol Iha Issues to be
addressed Dy Habilal 1811 mainly 
under provincial jurlsdiclion. II is 
theteforll of prime importance that 
!he· appropnate Clepartments- or
a g e n c i e s  ot th ·e pro11lnclal
government, ace thoroughly in
volved i(I the preparatory process. 
To acl\tsve this involvement. en 
e arly s t e p  In  C a n a d a's 
preparations was the establish
ment . o f  a: FederaJ/Pr-ovinclal 
Prfipara1ory Committee tor Habitat. 
ea.ch province-and territory was in.-
111.tod to designate one Minister,
who was In 1urn resp·on&lble for IJP· 
poinllng a departmental official to 
the Committee. wnlch has been 
meaiing periodically during Iha 
past month&. (- page 8) 

10 Contest on Habitat. � 
r way 10 Live", 18 bel 

eld - eea Iha enc.loeed U • letter. For oetallll on tl'Hi
·•· adlan contest, contact .•

• 

,. 

Dt .  W.R. Child .. 
232 Rernlc 
Otta-. Ontario 
512 sws

Program la not Had to prepl!fallons 
for the Viincouver Conference. Thie 
Is wtiy Urban Affairs olficlala 
emphasize that Mr. Danson 's an
nouncement of caoada·s audto
vtsual proposa1s 10·1he U.N. should 
n o t  be c - on fused  w i t h  an
nounctl!'l\ents of approved CUDP 
pro).ects. T·he 1wo a r e  quite 
separate matters. 
Undoubtedly, however, there will 
be several projects selected within 
the CUDP · !hat will be · used as 
material in Csnada's HaDllat films. 
Otttc,als In lhe ·cened 1110 Participa
tion Secretariat, who nave OVilrall responsibility tor the preparalion.01, 
Ille Habitat films, poln1 out that 
scenarios tor these films are now In
prepa(atlon, though they are nol 
yet able to lnClicale the _spec1f1c 
items that will tie Included in the 
final versions. for this reason, Mr. 
Danson ha·s. noi announced which 
of the approved CUDP projects are 
to be used in Hab,ta1 lilms. 
The U.rban D&mons1ralion Program 
Is adminlslered .by ·1r,e Develop
ment eranch of Urban Affairs. In
quiries and proposals should be 
adClressed to: Canadian Urban 
Demonstration Progrilm, Ministry 
of Staie tor Urben Affairs. Ottawa; 
1(1A OP6. 

In addition 10 the meeting ot the 
Federal/Provincial Committee, 
members of the Canadian National Committee !CNC) and th8 Cana
dian Parlidpation Secret.!tial have 
1r11velled t o  many provincial 
capitals for coosuttallon with senior 
provincial otffcials and - represen
tiitlites or appre:priate provincial 
non-governmental organizal\ona 
(NGOsJ., 
The most recenl of ·these meetings 
took place in \he Prairie Provinces, 
whos.e governments were urged by 
1he c·Nc Cl'le,lrrnan. Senator Sidney 
L. Buckwolp, to:
• Communicate with municipal
governments_ 10 ·obtain ·their Input 
on human settlement issues; 
• Help co-ordinate sympoala,
seminars, and public meetings;
• Assemble a calalogue of studies
already undertal<e_n in the
provincea. whose, reaulte might bt 
useful to Habitat; 
• Coneull with HGOa at Iha
pt'ovlnclal level. 
SimOar meeting/I Wll'e held with tht 
British Columbia, Ontario and 
Quebec governmanta laat tall. 
Others· are planned In the Atlanllc 
Province,. 

SenatOf Bu<.kWold bellevll$ ·theM 
meetings are -a�other way 10 en
- sure  tl'1e f u l l e s t  p o a s l b l e  
lederallprovinolal co-operation 
durlrig, the preparatory process • . 
A nuint>er of  provinces have
a l r e a d y  estaDll�hed rn1er
depa,tmental commlltees ior 
Habil11t, similar to  the one which 
operate, at the Federal �el. Pro
v1n·c1a1 prosirams and eC11vllles wlll 
be outlined in future edltlona·of the 
eulletfn, 
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"Somebody, 

somewhere, 

has tackled 

these problems"

f,tf. Mll�_f/ce Srrong. E�eCtJhv& /JUIIOtot
ol It>� ,1,N. Env/ronmsnr Program.

Ourlng 11. shclrt vfslt to Canada last 
montn. Maurice Strong. E><ec111ive 
Director of the U.N_. Environment 
Program ;n Nairobi, held a press 
conlarence during which he refer
red to Habitat. Here ere some
extracts from his remerka , . . 
"I woold like 10 enter a special plea
tor a large.Canadian citizen lntenast 
In HaD/181," 
"There are. 60me real eco-dlsasten1 
_shaping up In the cities of the 
develop·in ·g world. They can 
hopelully be avoided by the 
11ppt1cation ol knowledge we 
already possess." 
"There are very few major prob
lems ,n the 1194d Of human aalfle
mame that' llev.n'i: been caclclec:I · · 
wmi s.(')m� �vri:n!"--�;: hv '7hn'\\\t'1t;,Qv 

sqmewhe,e .. The Conference oy ils 
aolutfon-orlented demonstration 
program will help nations to 1001< 
111roughout the world tor those 
a,eas where important human 
sott1emer.1ts problems have been 
solved successfully, and where tne 
experience can be made avallable 
to othe�s1acing 1ne same problem." ! 

• "The urban !lfeas of the developing 
world in particular sre where some 
ol the inost acute environmental 
pro01ems, ot poverty for example. 
are lell. The problem of where to 
get enougf:I drlnkallle water. 
some)hing. we In Canada tand to 
tal<e for granted, is incre11slngly 
atute In some counfries, where big 
city populations are growing at 
doullle the overall rate of popula
tion growih - rates .which are far 
grfillter than anything we have a11er 
had to cope wllh In our histocy." 
''The idea of Habitat is not to have a 
101 of bureaucrats sitting i n  New 
Yorlc or Nafrobi inventing solutloos, 
but 10 look ai places where people 
have tackled human ffttlernents 
problems and to make ttltl eJC
perlence llllry Wldely known." 

, 
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Our contribution to the
preparatory committee

Urban Alfturs -Secretary J .  w. MacN9/U.

"The qu e s t i o n  o f  h u m a n  
settlements is one -of the hall.dozen 
'critical Issues of mankind' for the 
balance of this century." Sq �d 
Urban Affairs Secretary J! W. 
MacNelll In r,is op,enln9 statement 
to ttle January meeilng of tne 56-
natiOn Preparalory Committee for 
Hablt�t, held at U.N. tieadquarters
lri New York. 
Human settlemen111 thus rank, he 
stiggested, wlttl such other vltel 
lesues as population, food. energY., 
resource limila and the natural en
viron rnent. "Moreover-, human 
settlements ano urbanization are 
lnel(tricably llnked to each 01 these 
other crltlcal issues." 
In thl& context, tho Secretary aald 
he seea three primary purposes of 
Habitat. and the preparations lor It:
1) to provide an epportunlty lor
the nations of the world to address
the most Important .ecor.iomic.
soc.Jar an.d potiricat setr/ements· 
IMUM and problems Qt COOC84'0 to 
l:>o\n \\'\• \ndue\tlalll'.ed and ,_ In• 
duS1flallzed nellons; 
·2) through i t s  audlo-viau·el
demonstration program to focus

attention on available soluUons to 
these problems: 
3) to address, d�ate and adopt a
t\C.lmber of recommendations for
action.
There are two types of auch
recommendations: those calling for
1111ernalional eo-operatioh; and
tho,e that Involve action at the
national and subnational levels.
"We aasume," said MacNelll, "that

· recommendations of bcith types will
come before the Conference
1111gely, bill not exclusively, In the
1:orm of official reports by the
secretary-General. They sho.uld
also hapefully be ·pre-negotiated'
during the preparatory process."
Mr. MacNeUI also Aid that he was
"ve r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e
arran(Jernents that are beinG mede
for  the Involvement or n·o.n
governmental or.gariliatlone in the
preparations ... l!Vtt took. forward to 
co-operating i11 those arrangements
10 the fullest extelll p�ible." 
As the Conference aganlfa is deve
loped during the months of pr!pa
ration, the secretary went on. I t  Is
vitally Important t11at this work pro
C69d within an agreed common fra
mework.'' Thie framework·. he sug
gested. should provide a few
simple toemes or guldellnos; bul 
they should not In anyway be con
ceiWd as a final agenda for the
conference itsell. 
T h e  Prepara tory  Comm!ttee
agreed that discussion of action at 
the national level snould range over
live themes: national set1lement

_
s

,:,ollcies and development; social
and economic aspects of human
aett1emen11; plenning and manag•

. /' 

ment or settlei'nai\ta: design and 
construction of shelter, infrastruc
ture and services for human set
tlements; anc:s' last, human set
tlements a11d the natural. environ• 
ment. II was also agree.d that
specific items within these gen.iral 
themes would be identified In 
national and regional preparations 
during the coming months. A sixth 

• ma_,or cattgory for discussion 
would be International action and 
co- operation. 
While Habitat 1, an lnternatlonal 
conference. the nature of most of 
the subjects with which it will deal la 
quite local,. 
In t\is statemtnt to the Preparatory 
�mm1nee. Mr. MacNeill pointed 
OUt that '"Most of !he lorces·govern
lng the spatial distribution of 
human settlements end thelr rate of 
groW1h are subject to Influence or 
oorilrol mafnly at the n•ttonal or 
sub-nalfonal level, The $8t'l'1e Is true 
of the lor<:fl governing the form 
and quailty ol life in our cities and 
other settlemant11 ... many of thet8 
forces can be managed only t,y tne 
Pf'OVinces- ·and municipalities.'' -· 
Nevertheleu, Macl'leill tu9gested, 
Habitat can reasonably be ex
p,ecled to achieve t11irly hard rewlta
In at least four areas: 
1) 11 number of clear program
results, Including perhaps, an on
g o i n g  h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t s
demonstration program based on
the Idea t"8t Chere could be great
usefulness in exchlir,ging informa-
110 n o n  f1uman s,ntrements
problems In crea1ing tli11 vest
numb« of NUl.-nenlll that ml.lat be
put· In -piace during the next 26 
year.s: 
21 �ulta In ,the field of education 
and researC.h - such es a deci
sion to establish or $trengthen a

numb.er of regional urban manage
ment training Institutes to develop 
an·ci train leadll111 and ott1Clal1 who 
can grapple with the task of· 
man11glng the huge cltle8 and 
megalopoll lhat seem Inevitable:
3) some financial lnatitutlonal
r-.un. such as the estabjl1hm1:1nt ol 

, the Human Settlement• Foun
dation - a kind of world bank �nd 
expert eonauitatlon service - as 
proposed, for exam pie, by the 
United Ne.tions Environment 
Program; 
4) a daelaratloo of prlnolples

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  h u m a n
settlements ta one of the critical
Issues facing mankind; Identifying 
the main areas requiring action and 
the  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  •clentlf le 
resources that need t o  be 
marshalled: and representing a 
commitmeni by governmenls to 
tackle human settlements las.uea 
with the resources and urgency re
quired. 
From I ts  earlleet conception. 
Habitat has bffn envisaged as hav-
1 n g a se r1e1 of p h y s i c a l  
'"demonstratlons'"·as one of lta most 
Important characteristics. These 
would essentlaJly b e  working 
models. documented on film. ol 
eollit lons to human settlements
problems. 
Said Mac:NelH: "Ce(Ulinly, we In 
Canada e,cpect to benefit greally 
trom the demonstratfl4 experience 
of other countries In dealing with 
settlements problems ... similarly,
there are a number of areas where 
our experlenc:e would probably be
ot Interest .to other countries." 

Bringing together the 
governors a.nd the governed 
by Geottrey Grenville-Wood 
Since 1972, lnternanonsl con
ferences under United Nations 
auspices have examined such 
tssu� as the environment. !he law 
of the sea. populadon and food. At 
the seme ·1ime a series.of meetings 
have bc!en. taking place directly 
�fthln lh8' Unlted Nations system -
UNCTAO (Un i t e d  N11t 1 o n s  
C o nf e r e n c e  o n  T r a d e  and  
Development), tho 6th Special , Ses
sion ol the General Assembly on
Raw Materlats and "tne upcornlng 
7th Special Session on Develop
ment and International ·Economic 
Co-operation:· These conf8fenees
have beeri organized with lhe basic 
lllm ol imp,-oving the day,to•day 
lives- of the people 01 the wortd -
the vast majority or whom live In 
poverty and degradation. Habi tat
must be seen In the context of this 
tightly intertwined set ol actlvltlea. 
No ex11minalion of settlements can 
be m.ade witttout placing priority 
attontlon on their economic and 
socl&I contexts. In other words, ii Is 
pointless and short-sighted to 
regard tt,ts United Nations con,

lerence as one that w\11 deal only 
wlUl examination of ·better ways ,of 
housing people and mollfng them 
arour,d. The Issues come best to 
the fore when we look at some of 
our own Pl'Oblems In Canada, es

pecfally In the North, where an 
approach to th·e housing problem 
would be totally Irrelevant lf It were
not made part of a .  comprehensive 
examination 01 tha economic. 
social- and cultural aspects of \he 
lives· of the individuals concerned. 
The quest-1 .ons, tberetore, Illa.I 
ougM to be 1n our mlod!I In Van
couver are relata<I closely to What 
all these other lnt&rnatlonal � 
tlvltl8$ have been· about. We must 
examine the cause, ol the 'poverty 
and starl"llty of many human 
settlements. We cannot Ignore the 
n a t i o n a l  a n d  Jnternat lonel  
economic and $0Cial systems that 
create and live off poverty and that 
also cause difficulties with the 
human envlrooment. the world's 
populalfon, and which created a 
serious shortage of food. 
I t  la also sald that one ol the main 
thrusts of Hebitat should be 
directed at encouraging action at 
the national level. This ts of course 
of 'prime Importance to Canada. 
The conference must not be seen 
as ·an opportunity. SOieiy. of invotv• 
Ing new groups and organizations 
In Habitat-related issues. There are 
many exlsttn·g g-roupe In our 
country that have been concerned 
tor many yeara and have bffn 
working aJ1tremely h11r<1 at trying to. 
have their 11oicea heard In the cor
ridors ol power. Th• opportunity 
that such a conference affords of 
br'i!lQlng to the fore such groups 
and ol attempting to tnserl their 
concerns and Ideas into the 
decislon,malliog process. at both 
th.e political and bureaucratic 
1eveie, Is a priority which - muat 
not overlook. 

I do not ax peel !hat the conferern.e 
ltaell lsgoing . to be the kind olaverit
that will Involve a large proportion 
of Canadians, either directly or 1n. 
dir&elly. How811er. an opportunity to 
tackle some of the P.roblems that 
Canadians h.ave faced, with a grow 
ing sense of impotence. Is  thrust 
upon us by ilia very presence In 
Vancouver of this conference. The 
political process that in1'0ivea 
citizens .ln declsion,rnaking at all 
leveis of. government must be 11
prime objective. Habitat. apart from 
the Important intrinsic valve ii has. 
serves 8$ a unique testing-ground 
tor finding 0111 wnether there a,.

real posslb llltlas for citizen p11r
tlclpatlon, Ttie i11$trUments for such 
en experiment are already In place: 
there Is a government that claims It 
Wishes to encourage such par
tlcipatlon; there are many, many 
groups and Individuals In an parts 
ol tne country who are concemeel 
wtth the 11,ues and who wish to 
make their views felt  Tn the 
ttrongest possible way; end there 
are efforts ui:iderway aimed at 
bringing these two parties together;
Whether this ex-periment will be a 
success we will not find out untll 
June l976, but I am 90nv1nced that 
at least there Is g�d will and. most 
Important, there . la a willingness to
try. Pierre Elliot Trudeau said 
race11tly: 
"There Is  no lade of !llfilllngrieu on 
the part ot lndivldua/a.and citizens' 
groups to pa,!iclpale I n  
go"ernmenl, And whether wa like It · 
or not, such pa,riclpi11/on Js an 
irlfW«-ibi. 1-ot ol /Jlfi.'.'• - • ' • 1

" The only ch<Jic• r•cing 
go11•rnma11111; at a l l  Java/a, Iii 
whfllttflr lo invite s11ch participation, 
at flvBry stag11 of the decl&ion
making procass, In an almospllere 
of co-operation: or whelh'lr to e_n
counter participation after the fact, 
In sn atmo,sphere of hostlllty. It la 
reaily no choice at afl; but lhB say. 
111(1 is a lot easier t� Iha doing." 
"Clliren -Involvement does not make 
tor 11as/er government; it Just 
makes tor batter govarnmanl."

Th� activity that we hope to under
take around Habitat ll aimed al In· 
valving government In precisely 
this kind or dialogue, at the level of 
iasues as well as at the level ot  
process and mechanisms ol COil· 
auttat lon. The Increasing rm.
potance and alienation ot clllzeos
In relation to their governme111, Is a 
problem that all societies must !ace 
and the opportµnity that Habitat 
off11r1 can only be seen as one 
mor• tesling-grounCI in the attempt 
to �e11k down barriers between the 
governors and the go't'el'l'.l!ld. 

, .... 

Mr. arenvl/18-'Wood, ol t/19 IJnltwl N•
t/OnS Association In canad, la Ch'1r·

m•11 ol the �rly '°"'''d Cana/1/e
NGO ParifCIIHtion Group. 
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Canada's 
Interim 
report 

In response to ·a request from lhe 
United Na!lons. Canada has wb
mitted to the U .N .  Habitat Secre
tariat. an Interim Naiiona_l Report
that outlines some of .  the major 
settlement issues in this country
a& Well as emerging po!ICl.llS and
programs rhal attempt to deal with 
these Issues. 

The Repori adopts, as a unifying 
focus, ,he theme of urtian growth 

management. In Canada, the rate 
of growth and its continuing con
e e 11 r r·a I.Ion In a I e w I erg e

metropolitan areas i s  of  much 
greater concern than the total fn.

crease In· national population. As 
population in some part5 o l  the
oouptry Is 1noreasing more rapidly

. than can comfortably be accom·
modate<i, other regions· remain 
almost static or are . .  even deelinlng. 
And In ail part$ of Canada a loss o f  
rural vltaiity frequen\ly accom
panies vrban ·growth. 
Tne Interim National Report also
treats the sectoral issues of 
housing. transportation. local 

g o vernment. land-use, and

regional dlspa,ify. t-1owewr, stress 
Is laid on the ways In which these 
areas are Influenced by. and in tl.lrn 
can inlluence. th'e distribution of 
Canadian population-. 
The U.N. has asked that each 
countr.y's 1n,erim Re_port be limited 
to about 7.000 w,ords. The.se 
ReP.orts are in-tended t_o merely
sketcti areas of major na11onal con
cern and to indicate policies and 
programs that might later be dis
cussed ·in depth as part of an 1nter
nationat e1<change of experience, 
Therefore, t h e  reports  are 
necessarily limited. 

Ea,ch country. however. has been 
asked to prepare a more complete 
lllationa1 Report by O�ember 31.
1975. ,Canada will take th,s opp0,.
tunlty to analyze. in d&tall the issues 
ralsed In the lnlerlm Report. ,� 
preparing tne final paper there w111 
be ample opportunity to i ncor. 
porate the ·views Of provln.cea, 
munlclp;ilitles. other FeCle-ral 
departments, iind t,he general
publlc. 
This final report will be en ottieia1 
publication of the Government of 
Canada and is expected to be one 
of the definitlve outcomes of trie 
natJonal preparations tor 1-iabitat. 

Habitat and Habitat Forum Preparations 
-Whom To Contact

, 

Many activities will take place befor,e and (luring the ·Habitat 
Conterence. And, as reported throughout this Bulletin, there are many 
ways lor ind;viduals and groups- to get involved. 

To facilitate this process. here are some names and numbers. The
-organizations and people listed have specmc r.otes. Contacting them 
directly according to those rores will save everyone time. and get the r.lght 
reply to the questions poaed. 

INTERN.ATIONAL CANADIAN HOST CANADIAN 
PARTICIPATION 

Habit,t Secrela_rlat 
United Nations 
E .. Penato.sa 

Canadian Ho•t Secreter!al 
Department of External Affairs 
J.Oougan (613) 996--0820
Vancouve.r .OHice: (604) 666-6761

Ctnadian Participation Secretariat 
Mln. of State for Urben Affair• 

(2'3J 754-1234 (5476) • CJ. Jacks.on (613) 995-9315 
Vancouver Otllce: (604) 666--676 t 

.... ·.. .. ,_ 
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S.ttlernenla MrYlng O.rg'anlzallona fa, Human, Senator Sidney L .  Buck wold 

... � 45 Wassenaarsewerg, The H8gue Settlement,), Ya11eouv« J cto Canadian Participatiqn Sec.
•If-._., 
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lnterdep,rtmental 
Tuk Foree 
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Federalll>rovlnclal 

Committee 
p,.peralory 

It 
I 

I 
o, ·2018, The Netherlands · T.T8flner (604) 698-4471 � 

'IJ.·Gl .J.G. van Pullen, Chairman NGO Ptrtfclpatlon Group•• 
.,._o . G. Grenville-Wood, Ottawa 

-� (613) 232-5751 .
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Fecleral/Pro'ri;,cial CommlttM 

l"roYIMe o.s>annMM N•e111 Telept,o,,a 
Bfhlsh Columbia Municipal Affairs. G. C. Whelan (604) 387,3201

Lands Jj. Pearson {604f387-5600
Attiert. MIJl!icipa l ·Atlalrs Noel Dant (4P3l 429-4821

Environment k. A.Smith (403)427,6209
Saskalcll-n Municipal Aflaks Ken Love (306) 523-8641
Mao�oba Planning Secelariat 

Of Ille Gablnel MsO. Builer (204) 946-7537
Ontario Envirorirr,ent Frank Dudas (416)95.�3980-

VicAudlk 
Quebec Municipal Affalrs J. P Arsenau_n (418) 643-2020
New Brunswick Cabinet Secrewiai 0. Dennison (506) 453-2071
NO\la Scotia Municipal Affairs MsM. Manzer (902)424-1550
P.E.I. Housing Autllority A ,  WellS (402) 892-3535
Ntwtoundland Municipal ·Alt.Ii rs J. Ans10n (7,09) 722-0725
VuicOl'I T errhodes local Govemments W. Bilowich (4031667-5155
Noi111-WestT1rri10rtes Federal Liaison Blimu w: Morgan (6t 31992-no1

• 
• •• 
TIie Car!adlan lllational Comml11" i$ TIie NGO Partlcipa!lpn Group ••• 
resoor>slbl• Tor !os1erlno publl� in, cr,•1td 10 identify and bf•nQ 
t .erftt itl H1.bu•1 ·end •Um1Jlatl1'g d•S· logath&t nu man scttJemonl-. IC· cu11sl9n o f  tile 1,aues 1nd 1,vi"* ·o1 NGOt &nd to tllmulllf 
&i,p,opr11,_ retpon1•s ·to  these these g,roups to pan1c,pata.ln Ca,,••
luue, In Caniida_; ae1v111�·g tht dlan prepa,adons !Qr H.tbltal aM 
Mlnlsler on Canada·� 1>9sldon1-at Hobilat•tet111ed -;,cll•i•os: The �GO 
Ho.l>llol. based on !he po1ms.-0t view P_ar11cfo111cm Group ,tnhclpst••-IMI
••PtM$8Q by the Cana<llan publfc: 11 will prov,dt a cliannet 10..-on e x 
Ind bnngi"ll 10 lho atterJtlon of the pr8"1on of 1'.!GO v.8"'9 oo Hii�•talM1n1stel iecommendauona·,ecolvad issues 10 !he c,nao,an Pat1lc,p1t•?• 
dorrng lht H•llll :t l  pr•paratoJy Sec<etor_lat. Uuough the Canadian '
p,0 .. ,1 that could Improve ihe Nall0<11I Commi�ee. 
quallly ol Ille In Canadian com-
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