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Strong views -aired at 
symposia and public meetings 

As the Bulletin went to press, one. 
third of the 30 public meetings and 
symposia being held across 
Canada as part ol the public par
_ticipation process for Habitat had 
already taken place, 

Twenty more meetings stiN lay 
allead until the end 01 November

before the Canadll!n Nation al Com
m1uee ·-and tl>e Canadian Participa
tion Secretariat will as;;ess lheli9 
enco1,1nters with Canadians. ' 

The llrst foor sessions were held 
within lour days, three of them In 
NorthWestern Canada, requiring 
three s .eparate tea-ms from the 
Canadian Participation Secretariat 
to wend their way North, equipped 
for snow but encountering only 
balmy weather. 

The weather matched the turn
outs. A.I lnuvik, 120 m�es Inside· the Arct1c Circle and the first and 
mosi northerly o f  the human 
settlements to be visited ·. native 
people were In predominance. 

The members .of I� Canadian 
Nallonal ·committee had an In
teresting dialogue with repreaen
tatlves of the native people who 
spoke of the difficulty of maintain
ing their unique lifestyles in the face
of rnodern clvilizaJion. They clal rned 
that lnuvik. e community of 4,000 

s;1ua1ed .some 1.20·0 miles 
northwest ol Edmon10,1, was nol 

,planned with n·at1ve people in mind 
despile claims · to the contrary by
the tederal governm ent. The 
.government came In for some 
more knocks at the publlc m!)8ting 
when It was accused of giving 
money for a id  to dev.eloplng 
countries but riot dcilng enough tor 
Its native people, 

At the Winnipeg symposium, tha 
first of the t 4 to be held, Calgary 
Mayor Rod Syk.es made the front 
pages of papers across the Prairies 
when lie said that party polilic_s 
were responsible ror the scuttling 
of urban retorm. The theme ol the 
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rin Mcll.mr,on, Mtf1fJ!Dr of t.oc�I G�w,rnment lo, rrre Yulcon, .nd Ma.- BJcon,

To,or>/o,ptannor and 1<eynora speaker, ta/� wit!> pan/cJp•ntS durir>g Ille W�l/ellot'#
o_ympos,um, 

two-day symposium 'f:V8ll "Factors 
affectlng rural,urban migration" 
and Mayor Sykes said the various· 
political parties were unwilling to 

get togethet 10 present a common. 
workable program. The sym
Poslum's main conclusion was the 
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J.W. MacNelll appointed Commissioner-General 

of Habitat tor Canada 

Jim MacNelll, Secretary of the 
Mlnist,:y of State for Urban Affairs, 
has been appoinfed Canadian 
Commissioner-General of Habitat 
with the rank of Ambassador 
Extraordfnary and Plenfpotentiary. 
He wlil head a new Canadian Habi
tat Secretariat which Is to include 
tpe present Csnadlan P11rti<:lpatton 
S6cretariat from MSUA ·and �ost 
S6cretariat from Extemal Affairs. 

In annou11<:lng ttie sppolntment. 
the Prime Minister stated: "The ap. 
pointment · or Jim MacNeill as 

·commi_ssloner-General Is intended
to provide the leadership required 
to ·erniure that. as Host Country and 

• 

as an ·active participant In the Con 
fe,ence, Canada's role wllf be fully 
effective." 

The Ministry of State for Urb$n 
Affairs has had the lead responsi
bility tor Caf1ad1fs pariiclpalion In 
the Conference. Tl'Je Department of 
Exiernal Affairs has re�pcnsltilllty 
tor Host Country arrangement$. 
Beth departments wlll continue to 
provide full support to the n
Commlssioner-General. . 

Mr • .,,acNelll wm be responslble 
tor providing overall direction of 
Canadian plannlng for the Conf&
rence. He will report 10 the Honour
able · Barney Danson, Minister of 

State for Urban Affairs. He wlll di
vide hill tlme between offw In 
Vancouver and Ottaw.a and ha 19 
expected to undertake extensive 
tra�eiling abroad In the coming 
months. 

" T h e  a ·ppolntment of a 
Commissioner-General is a clear 
demonstration of the.government's 
delefmln'ation lo do what it can and 
m'ust do 10 ensure the succesa of  
the Conference and pull it  off In a 
mann.er that wHI be a credit to Ca
nada, both Internationally and do
m e s t  i c a  I i  y," s a i d  t h e  n e w  
Commissioner-General. 

lt1terviewed on his fln\t day as 

Qommissloner-Generel, Mr. 
.MacNeill said tl\at lie looks forward 
to tl)e neK1 nine month$ with opti
mism and entnusiasm. "Habitat wlll 
be one of the most significant Uni
ted Niltlona Conlare.nces of recent 
limes," he said. ''The activities star
ted over the past two years In the 
United Nations·. in, over one 
hundred countries and here in Ca
nada are now beginning to con
verge. As we enter the home 
stretch towards Habitat, we have 
the Ingredients of a g0;od build-up 
to the Conference, an  exciting and 
productive two weeks In Vancou
ver, and a wide range of Important 
post-Habitat activities." 
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•' HABITAT BULLETIN Is produced 
by ihe Canadian Participation 
Secretariat Jo conJooction with 1tle 
Canadian Host Secretariat of 1he 
Department ol External Affairs. 11 111 
Intended to convey information on 

· Canadian and U.N .. preparations 
::ror Habjlat, and to encourage tl\e
lnvotvement of non.governmental 

•organizaiions a n d  indi.vidual 
. Canadians ·in these preparations. 

, Six issues of a supplement. 
: HABITAT WORLD, will be publish
. ed by the. United Nations Habitat

Secretariat i n  New Yor� prfor to the 
Conference. 
•'-'

.. ;. .. ,,

EXTRA COPIES, alngiy OT In 
rea�onable quantities, are available 
free of charge fr9m Ula addresa 
below. 

AODRf$S an enquiries to Cana. 
dien Participation Secretariat tor 
Habitat, Minis1ry o( State for Urban
Affairs. Ottawa, KIA OP8.

�a. October, 1975 
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Strong views aired --1 

· abSOlute necessity ol maintaining 
the viability of r.ural areas with the 
help of federal, provincial, and 
municipal governments .. 

In Whitehorse. c.epital of the 
Yukon Territory where Iha theme ol 
the two-day symposium wa,
"Plahn,ng for small communities", 
lhe academics. federll4. re,ritorlal 
and municipal officials, town 
planners, and concerned citizens 
c o nclucted that  t h e  u n ique 
chareclerislics ol s m·alf co.m• 
muriitles must be increasingly 
taken into account in pl.inning 
dectsrons. 

Max Bacon, .a planning consul
tant with wide e.)tperience in small 
communities across Csnada •. sail:! 
tllat 10 date. planning ideas we<e 
being forcl!'(t upon pe_ople. James 
Lotz. a consultant with extensive 
experience In the Yukon emphasrz
ed the need for active partlclpa11on 
In cieclsion-m.aking b'y cl\lz.ens and 
.by all levels of government. 
l:eonar-0 MIine; a Toronto planner. 
later expanded on this theme in 
relation to development decisions. 
He said the decision itself is not as 
lmpol'U!nt llS how that decision Is 
made. 

The-theme- of "Resou,c&-based 
one industry towns· and the natural 
environment" occupied two days of 
give and take discussions In 

'Yellowknife, the capital of 1he 
Norttw,est Te<ritories, a town of 
12,000 built on the output of its gold 
mine$. · , 

The audie·nce In Yanowknlfe 
heard from all sides on .!he 
problems facing communities such 
as this one. They heard ·rrom unton 
officials, senior federal goveJnment 
officials:. unlversjty professors, and 
from a Memti. of Parliamenl 

Iona Campagnolo, Partramen1ary 
Secretary 10 the Mln!Sler of Indian 
and Northei'n Affairs, said people 
should · not wait for a political 
messiah w h o  would have' the  
answers to current ptoblems. She 
said it was up to people to know 
what they wanted then up to 
polltlclans to see that this was 
carried out. 

The biggest tu.mout to date ·was 
for a symposium in Ottawa on the 
Iheme of "International coopera
bon m human settlements·. Some 
200 persons came· to the Ottawa
hearing. Numerous fore ign  
dif:>lomats stayed throughout llle 
d _ay-long_ meeting to hear varying
vi-s on what Canada was doing 
and s.hould do t o  help less 

. developed nations. 
Jacques Jobin, Executive Dlrec• 

tor of OXFAM, said Canada should 
not impose solutions to  problems 
on other nations. Professor L. 
Green, ol the Department of 

Political Science of th.e University of 
Alberta echoed the same tneme 
when he said Canild11 · should mit 
tell developing nations what to do. 

"We·ve got to·get to the situation 
where people are_ given lt\e advan
tage Of developl1Jg their own poten
trel and where we help tham lo gel 
11\IS realized". Ile said. 

John A. MacDonald. Pr&$1dent ot 
the E>cport Oevelopmen1 Corl)()fa
ti ori. spoke abou·t the role of 
businessand industrial1nvestmef)tS 
as one-of the private approaches to 
human settlement ·solutions. 

The Canad.Tan Participation 
Se<rretariat returned to Whitehorse. 

·this time for a public m·eeung,
whe,e the, audience heard their
Mayor say he was "dead set"
ag!linat alJ oil pJpeline pa5$ing
through tile area, -'41 
May01 Paul LuNi«·slild a plpeflne'

�ould b!'lr\g a s1tuallor\ similar to 
\hat ,n Ala•ka which would "destroy 
Whitehorse". Ke said such a pro
ject would . pour In money and man
power into Wllitehorse which would 
lrn pose � strain beyond the 
capabilities of this community ol 13 
thousand. 

Two days later in Prince George. 
In northern British Columbia. lhe 
audience heard a call tor a new 
tederal transportation pol\cy for 
northerners which would .eliminate 
freight rate disparities. Tile 
regional administrator of the 
Fraslor-Fort George District. sakl 
food, clothing and other Items cost 
more in Pr(noe G'eorge·than In Van• 
couver four hundred mites to Iha 
soulh-wesl 

Vancouver, Canada's large,st city 
on the west coast anci the site of 
the Habitat conference eight 
months away, haJ fts first lnvOIV41• 
ment with ·Habitat at a public 
meeting on October 6 whlcti 
att,racted tile biggest and liveliest
crowds to date and a rEIC'ord ot 36 
briehl. 

More than 200 people heard from 
a wide spectrum of speakers who 
covered .e broad anci · diversified 
range ot iss'ues, including Immigra
tion and the needs ot children In 
human settlements. 



Jericho Beach: a colourful
siJe for Habitat Forum. --
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Throug\'\ \t\la tall and winter a 
er-ol Vancouw,rtt• wlll ba WOflt
lng on J8flcho Beach, site of the 
Habitat Forvm - the non
governmental aotivities for Habitat.
Most wm be yovng people, welfare 
recipients or disabled workers. 
They will be paid under a speci11lly 
c r .eated Joint Federal/Provlnclal 
acheme. which has been described 
by one ManpO'jl'er offlclal as ·,,the
most Imaginative program I have 
-i!IIM seen.'" The site. originally a
meeting place for lndla/'I 1ribes, rs 
·. considered the most creative
approach to an NGO gathering
eve< developed.

The 17-acre · former canadlan
Armed Forces seaplane base has
1>·een made 11vallable to the
organizers of Habitat Forum by the
British Columbia Government and
the City ot Vancouver, whose Parks
and Recreation Board will develop
Jericho Beacti as a public park a f -
ter the Conference.

A series of large_ aircraft hanga,.. 
on the site wlll be converte,d Into 
conference rooms (the largest 
aeatlng several thousand peopli!), 
dlsplay areas, experfm ental  
workshops, theatres, restaurants 

· -,d socl11I areas.

• 
. 

• 

• 

.. 

.. • 

• 

There wUI *°· be outdoor ex
hibition •r- where experlmentill 
structures. Innovative housing, 
a.llernative energy generators,
urban food producing units and
other lull-scale "demonst ralio.n
projects" wlll be erected before and
during the conference.

The whole aile wlll have a 
traditional British Columbia Iheme 
with all the colour and atmosphere 
of II country fair, comp.iele with
beer 9arden. salmon barbecue. 
bars and coffee houses. The em
Ph asls WIii be on pe<iple rather 
than exotic technology c;,r machi
nes. The bu11dlngs will be enli

vened with such things �s enor
mous w'811 panel paintings In tra
dfonal west coast Indian designs 
and colourful fabric hangings.

Vancouver talent, 
featured 

The latte<" will be both decorative 
and utilitarian - serving aa 
scouslic treatment tor the caver
nous interiors of some of  the 
hangars. All these will be·designed
and produced by local craftsmen. 

The new constructlOn will be 
largely handcrafted, out of local 
materials. For exam P.IB. covered 
walks to link the buildings in case of 
rain, seating an'd stages w!II all be 
built in much the same manner a.a 
old-time railway trestles. These 
stnJclures will be built from logs 
salvaged from local beaches .  A 
sawmlll will be set up on the site to 
process some of the logs to make 
the covered alleys and conve,:t 
some Into roofing shakes. 

Unmarketable lengtt)s ol sawn 
11.imber donated by a local sawmill
win also be used In tl\e form ot 
wood chips covering the enure 
grounds. 
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This is lhe first lime at any UN 
cenferencet hatsuch a-broad range 
ol lacllilles wlll be provided for non
governmental organizations and In• 
dlvlduala. It means that virtually any 
kind ol 1ctl\/lly which relates to 
human settlements can be accom
mod11ted. 

TranltHH'lallan 
The site wm be finked to down

town Vancouver, where the UN 
sessions will take place. by shuttle 
bus service (riding time about 15 
minutes). 

A similar service wlll ttnk Je<lcho 
Beach to · the Universlty of British 
Columbia (10 minutff ride), where 
oltler meeting facilllles and llvlng 
accommodation wlll be provided. 
Also cont4!mplated Is a lirik by sea 
1ransport. 

While the rnternallonal NGO 
Commlnee for Habitat has overall 
responslblllty for developing a core 
non-governmental program and for 
co-ordinating all actlvi'ties tor 
Habitat Forum. anyone - ln
dlvidl!al or organization - may 
particlp_ate. More than fifty groups 
and Individuals have Indicated their 
Intention to do so. 

• 
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However. because of the wide In
terest that has been shown In 
Habitat Forum rrom inany quart8f'9, 
those wishing 10 pahfclpate In 
program activities (rather than Just 
co.ming as observers) are urged to 
contact Habitat Forum·s Vancouver 
office. PO Box 48360, Sentell 
Centr•, as early as poislble. Thia 
office can also pu1 you in touch with 
other's who may be pl'annlng &lmllar 
activities and with whom you may 
want to co-operate. 

All the organization required to 
achieve this imaginative plan Is 
provided by II group of represen
tatives of non-governmental 
organizatlo.ns. professionals and
Interested citizens In· Vancouver. 
who formed a special body wilh the 
rat.her cumbersome name of the 
Association· In Can�da Serving 
Or g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  H u m a n
Settlements (ACSOH). 

ACSOH WU established .. • 
response to the need of many 
NGO's around the world wishing to 
patticioate in Habitat to have a 
central co-ordinating of.lice. Its 
responsiblllty Is primarily a host 
function, very. similar to that provid
ed for tile United Nations official 
conference by the Canadian Host 
Secretariat. In providing lor 
program activities, ACSOH main
tains llalson with the lnternatlonal 
NGO Committee for Habitat. 

• 
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Heritage conservation 
is economically sound 

The Habitat Bulletfn provides a 
forum for articles by people with 
stimulating views on human 
sertl8ments fssues. This time our 
conlrlbutor is G8org11 Galt. a 
fr&elance writer and senior 
research oftic11r with Herirage 
Canada. a nationa.l toondarlon 
promoting the cons8rvation of 

,heritage buildings and the natural 
landscape. 

Olde r bulldlngs Imbue their 
neighbourhoods with a sense of 
history. Many are aesthetically 
appealing. They create te•tured 
streetsc:apas and offer unusual 
.configurations of Interior spac11. 
Thay represent the spectrum of 
solutions to the l>asic problem of 
;helter arid the more sophisticated 
problems of design. For these 
reasons. runs the longstandfng 
conser.vatlonlst argument. we 
shOuld preserve our..more worthy 
hetltage structures for present and 
future enJoymenl 

Less current ls the complemen
ta,y argument that the recycling of 
he ri t a g e  b u i l d i n g s  c a n  b e  
profitable, not only to the Individual 
enfreprerieur but to the community 
at large. 

Thal renovation and restoratlOn 
.are viable altematlves to demolition 
and new construction has been 
proven time a,;id again by Individual 
developers. A nanonal spot survey 
undertaken by Heritage Canada In 
1974 documented the economic 
success of �veral heritage recyo
lir,g projects: Return on eciufty in 
these developments. for example, 
ranged Jrom 14 •t. 10 35¾ rendering 
them strongly 'COfflpetitiva .with In
vestment In new construction. 

Equally Important is the viability 
of recycling from . the standpoint <ii 
the municipal treasury. It has often 
been 11rguecl l>Y the proponente of 
new development that new high
rise construction solidifies the city's 
tax ,base; a prosperous growing 
municipality. they say. cannot af· 
lord 10 let Its real �e languish In 
antique to'rms. 

8ul se11eral studies In recent 
years have proven these voices 
wrong. ii not everywhere, at feast In 
a handful ot significant cases. An 
exhaustive report compiled by th!!
San Francfsc.o e ·ay Guar.dian In
1971 showed that while the city's 
central high-r)se district con
tributed S62.9 million in tax 
revenues. it drew on the treasury 
tor $67. 7 mlliion worth ot services, 
·a loss to the municipality or nearly
ss million. Another 1971 study, the 
Price Waterhouse cost-benefit 
ri!port on land use in the Boro_ugh 
ot York. On!Brio found that high
rise construction provfded no 
slgnflfcant tax advantage over low 
rise. And In H&llfax last year. con
servationiS1 Elizabeth Pacey com
pleted a cost-benefit analysls of the 
city's 1973 new development which 
showed that new assessment had 
burdened the . average raiepeyer 
with an eittni seven dollars In 
property taxes, more an economic 
bane than a bOOn. 

These studies destroy the cllche 
1tiD1 demollllon· and new construe• 
tlon provide a gold rimmed formula 
for subsidization of the resldentlal 
ratepayer. While It Is still true rhat 
some decrepit bulldlngs repr-nt 
an irretrievable tax los.a, It can no 
looget be aasumed that , for the 
sake of the municipal balance 
sheet, all aging real estate should 
be retired. 

Thia Is further demonstrated by 
tax r-uea from �lion 
a r e a s  such •• Vancouv. er's 
Gastow·n end Phlledelphia's 
S·ottety Hill 11eighbourhood. 
Revenues from 1tte most eKten
slvely reno11ated sector in Gastown 
rose 81 ¾ In the six years during 
which the work was completed. In 
Society HIii. the Increase has sur
passed 100¾. 

More difficult to pinpOint. but no 
less real are the benefits accruing 
to the tourist industry lrom conser
vation. Studies consistently show 
that sightseeing is one of the twO 
major purposes ror tra11e1. Add to 
this the fact that .any historic site or

building is a sightseer's magnet, 
and the Impact of conserv11lion Is 
obvious. 

The most recent  Canadian 
Travel Survey conducted In 19!1 
found that 29% of Canadian tourist 
speriding is attr.ibutabte to tou_nsts 
whose main ·activity is vls11lng 
historical and cultural sites. No 
other categMY in the 1tu.dy C0f!1H 
cloN to thll figure. Even fishing. 
the next most popular activity. ac-
counted ror only 1s.:w. of tourist 
dollars. 

Statistics abound pointing to the 
enrichment of tourism In areas 
whe,.e ·conservation has been 
emphasized. ·The most salient ex
ample Is N- Orleans. where the 
historic quarter generates over 
$200 million In tourist revenues a n 
nually. In Savannah, the income 
from tourism quadrupled· In Just six 
years of r.estatatlon work. 
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The Canadian lecture tour ol 
Barbara Ward. originally scheduled 
for Noveml:>e<. will take:place·tr.o,m· 
March 29 to April 28. 1976, beginn. 
Ing In Otta"!'a, 1hen Quebec Cliy. 
Toronto. Winnipeg. Calgary. Vic-
1oria, Montreal and Halifall. Details 
will 'appear in future lssues of the 
Bulletin. 

• 
All this Is not to say that antique An atlas-In.a-glance map of the

structures are .  Just another Georgia Strait Urban Region (Van-
economic resource which ought to couver and Victoria) is now 
be mined. We value them f0< much available. It provides a wealth ot in-
more than their economic potential. formation on population density. 
8ut if w11 ere to preseYVe Iha full land use patterns. transportation, 
splendo.ur o f  the Canadian  and other rele.,.ant topics. A similar 
heritage. we must look beyond our map has. been publlshad for the
museums. excellent -though they Windsor-Quebec Axis and both 
may be, to the dynamics of the have been p.roduced Jointly by the 
marketplt!Ca, JI Is here that most of federat °'partment of·the Environ. 
our heritage assets wlll stand or ment and the Ministry of State lor
fall. We must. as many heritalile Urban Affalr.s. These maps may be 
developers have done, find n- obtaine<1'.1n Eangllsh or French ver-uses for old buildings. and those sJons throl!gh the Can11da Map O!·
uses must t>e economically sound. flee, Department of Energy. Ml,-

That heritage cons«vatlon can and Resources, 615 Sooth Street. 1
pay for Itself hila been shown many Ottawa K1A OE9. Refer to Map 
times over. What remalne ls to con-- --Ek-D-4,fot, ar,e a«>rgfa Strait region 
vey this Information 10 our mayors and Map ELD-3 !or the Windsor-
and councils. 10 our tr!lvef industry Quebec Axis. Each map costs 
and 10 01,1r real estate development $3.00. 
lndustr-y. Pe rs u a d i n g  l o c a l  
governments and -th·e business 
community of the economic 
strengths· of recycling Is essential if 
our heritage Is to be preserved. 

• 
The Va.ncouve r S-i II boa rd 

Program Is goil)g ahead with a 
good response from the Vancouver 
bus i n e s s  c o m m u nity. 300 
billboards will be reserved lor a 
one-month period prior to and dur
ing Habitat. The boards wllt display 
the winning entries to a series of 
contests on human ·settlements 
themes, ope-n to students. amateur 
and commercial artists. Details will 
follow. 

300 NGO representatives to meet in December 

Over three hundred representa
tives of non-governmental organl
zatJons will gather In Ottawa for a 
unique conferenc11 on human 
aettlemen1* December 11 - 13: It 
will be an opportunity for dialogue 
among NGOs as well as t>etween

them and those ·1n the government 
who are preparing 'for the Habitat 
conference in Vancouver next 
June. In addition It will contribute to 
the development of a Cana<:llan Na
tional Polley on urban growth and 
land use. Co-hosts for the confe
rence will be the Canadian Nat1011al 
Committee (C.N.C.) and the Cana
dian NGO Participation Group. 

--

The openl.ng t81tlon on Thurs.
day evenlng Is designed to hold 
those organizations· now actively 
�aring for Habitat accountable 
for their progress. Peo1>ie such as 
Senator Sidney L. Buckwold, 
Chairman .of the C.N.C., Dr. C;t,.
Jackson ot the Canadian Participa
tion Secretarl11t, M r _  Te,ry Tanner 
of the Association in C_anada Ser
ving OrganizaHons for Human 
Settlement& (ACSOH). and ..,.r. 
Geoffrey Grenville-Wood of lhe Ca• 
nadian NGO Participation Group 
will be on the platlonn. 

' 

.-

land use w111 most likely be one 
of the key lssuea that Will occupy 
the conference workshop sessions 
Friday. Public housing programs 
for the h .aodlcapped. energy
saving design, par,llcipatlon
oriented community organization. 
and an emphasis on human values 
are Canadian NGO. concerns. In
ternational Initiatives tor solving 
human settlements problems are 
also lmportanl interests. 

A three-man task f0<ce Is now 
work1ng to canvass NGOs and pin· 
point the key questions facing the 
conference. Its members are Dr. 
Michel Chevalier of the University 
of Montreal. M r .  Jemes Gander of 
the Economic Council of Canada, 
and Or. Clair WOOdbury, Co
ordinator ol the Canadian NGO 

Partlclpatl.on Group. Or. Cllel/aller 
said lo an Interview. "II is vital tor 
the conference to gel at the jugular 
Issues. and we need to look al real
sl1U ations, the land bank In Saska
toon and Ontario's land taxation 
program. tor example". 

The re'commendiltlon·s of the 
conference will be published to as
mt the Canadian government in 
making Its presentation to the Ha· 
bllat Conferenoo. and to sefVe as a· 
reference for Canadian NGOswho 
will have their eye on the govetn
ment's performance at Vancouver . 



Steering our course through the 
greatest convulsions in history 

THE HOME OF MAN 

A Book by Barbara· Ward 
to be published In February 
1976. 

11te Home ot '*"" by Barbara 
War_d (Lady Jackson} will be
publlsh&d early In 1976. The we/fa

known el')vironmentafist and 11uthor 
e/aboratad some ot the me/or 
human settlements issues in many
of her previous publications.. The 
Bulletin is now pleased to present 
the prologue to her torthcommg 
book. 

There ·are two reasons why II is
exceedingly dlffrcult to get a 
coherent grip on the Issue of the 
human habitat • the sett1emen1 
where all the world's peoples, save 
for dwindling groups of nomads, 
are born, live out their lives and go
10 their death. · 

The lir.st reason Is that this 
hSbilal inclµdes everything. A

Roman p1111osoproer one<" said! 
··not'tung human is alien to me .. ,.

How mucn m°'e irue Is lllls cl lhe
lneece.i:,able con\ex\ Within which 
\he whole cl existence Is carrieCI 
out. �at con we leave out when 
we are talking ot the complete life 
cycle of mankind? Yet t.o try to 
grasp everything is to risk grasping 
nothing. The entirety of the human 
condliion certainly escapes the 
statistician. It pro!>ably escapes the 
poet. So whatever ls wrlttert about 
our hllbflat must submit to being In
complete. Perhaps. Bll -a result, I t  
will leave out vital clues to 
coherence and understanding. 

The second reason Is even more 
daunting. At no time In human 
history has ihe man-made environ
merit · ol lite been in such a state of 
convulsed and comple!e crisis. 
This I s  not t.o suggest that great

upheavals have not repea_tedly 
overtaken h u m a n i t y. Great  
civilizations have perished. Em
pires have fallen like skittles in a 
bowling alley. On lhe very threshold 
of trle so called Age of Progress·, in 
the seventeenth ce·ntury, a perturb
ed observer ·tlke. Sir Thomas 
Browne could observe: "The 
world'·s great mutations are 
ended". Throughout hls(ory. In the 
·dark aft8frnath of plague or war,
folk songs and ballads are lull of
the loss and collapse of human
hopes. Compare . this Elizabethan
verse:

.. BrighlMss ta/ls from the air
OueMS have died young 

llfltl fair"

with tile lament made lor lhe 
destruollon of man's eerlie$1 city, 
Ur. about tM YNt 2000 B.C.:

Verily al/ my birds and winged 
c,:eatures have ttown away • 

'Alas I for my city' I w/H say.

My daughtens and my sona have 
been carried off 

'Alas I for my men' I will _say. 
O my city wlllctl e.1rtsrs no longer, 
my city attacked wllhoul cauu.

0 m y  city attacked and deatroyedl 

� lives, indeed, have �aped 
an echo of the mourning cry In 
.Ecclesiastes: ,;�an Is born to trou
ble as  the spark flyeth upwarda'1

• 

But If the Intensity of er.I sla Is not 
new, sh!M!f scale tmdoubtedly Is. 
The figures are becoming so well 
known that· It .  18 hard to remind 
ourselV� how phenomenal they 
are. Yet they must IHI r11P,Nted. On 
any recognizable definition of what 
Is a human being, It to'Ok at least 
half a ml Ilion years ror lhe first 100

million people to appear on th1t 
lace of the Earth - at.about ihe year 
1000 B.C. In the wake of 1m
prov!9ments In agriculture and In• 
crease In food .supplies brought 
at>out first by Neolithic man and 
then by the great velley civlWzallon, 
- in Egypl artd Mesopotamia, In
Not1h India and China. Farming,
handicrafts· and commerce contln •
ed to develop lrr99ularty but •·
panslvety for the next 2,500 years.
By about 1500 A.O., there _,.
perhaps 500 mllllon human belnge
on Earth.

/ . 

Then the great accele<alions. 
began • in 1<now1e<1ge, ,n power, In

� �••ourcea end tec:hnology, In 
mobility, tn conqueat. The flrat
thousand million mark for humanity 
was passed about 1830. The next 
t!lousand million took only a
hundred years, the next only thirty. 
Today. with Just over fourtt'iousand 
mlllon beings on the planet the 
added thousand mllllon has taken
only fifteen years. This rate of 
growth m11ans ttlat In the first 
(!acade of the naxt c:entury, a whole
n- world, equivalent In numb.8l's 
10 this ona. wlll be piled on top of 
the present level of population. 

Furth• ahead, the predictions 
become even· mora lantmlc. In
lad, unchecked, they could lie 
adding well ovet 250 million people 
a year by 203'4. the bicentenary ct 
the·death of Thomas Malthus • the 
llrat men to postulate the theorem 
!hat popul.«on would always grow
lo exhaust the available rood
supplies. Bui such predictions
belong 'to the world of dream • or
rather 01 nightmare. Before such
Increases could take place, the olddestroyers, hunger. war, plague, 
"death o n  a pale horH", would 
have wiped out the surplus. What 
we are concerned with today Is  tha 
Imminent doubling of our planetary 
numbers In less than forty year,. 

• 

Scale Is not the end o f  the 
e11taclysmic nature o f  modern 
chang·e. Once again. the figures are 
known and repetition can stale their 
Impact. Yet we have to make lhe ef• 
tort of Imagination needed to 
realize that after some ntteen thou· 
sand years of ocganized hu"llan e x 
istence in recognizable settle
ments. the  whole character of 
this habiWt is being radically t rana::  
rormac:I In less than a hundred 
years. If we take :·urban" as  the ad
jective to qualify settlements ,of 
more than 20;000 inhabitants. 
throughout most ot human history 
at least. ninety per cent of the peo
ple have lived not in cities but in 
hamlals. v1Hag8$ or at most In small 
towns. At the time of the American 
Revolution, for rnstanoe. this was 
the percentage of Americans llv.Jng 
in centres ·ot no more than 2.500.

Now compare with this the 
sudden explosive acceleration of 
change in the twentleth century. 
Alter a hundred years or so or ln
dustrial�ation, the number of peo
ple in urban areas ait th.e and of the 
nineteenth century was abo.ut 250

���t:'n1i�o!. i��,t!ip��:��;i;� 
accounting ror fifteen per cent or 
the world total. a little higher than 
the earlier urban hgure of 1en per 
cent but stlll leav\n.g \tie world' s 

rur!il peoples in overwhelming 
predominance. And now in Just a 
century, this mlflenlal relaflonshlp 
Is being overthrown wflh almost In. 
conceivable speed. By 1960, urban 
l)Ot)ulalions had grown lo a thou
sand mllflon rri a world of three 
thousand million - onfy a two to 
one rural ratio. Today, urban 
peoples are .racing to.wards· the 
1500 million mark out of a total 
world populaOon· of four thousand
mlltlon. Ten y_ears from now, 1�
wlll pus the two thousand mllllon 
level. By the year 2000, there will 
actually Ile more urban dwell8f'S 
than rural people In a world POP
uletion which will have risen to 
between sh1 l!Jld seven thousand 
mllllon. 

We al�o have lo realize what an 
astonishingly n- phenomenon le
tl'!e city o f  a million people. 
Probably neither Rome nor Byzan. 
tlum reached -that poak even a1 
their greatest extent. True, II Marco 
POio's lmPf!ISSlohs can be trusted, 
Klnsal In China • on the site of 
today's Hankow • may have hlld 3 
million Inhabitants In the 13th Cen
tury and Ede - as Tokyo was first 
called - seems to have reached a 
million by the 18th Century. But U,e 
concept pf a ·"big city" did not go 
much beyond 100,000 until the 
beginnings. of the 19th Century • It 
Is almost comical to recall that at 
t he t i m e  ol t h e  A m e r i c a n  
Revolution, only two Cltll!S, Bos1on
and Phtla,;lelphla, had even reach
ed 50,000. 

s 
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a dlmly perceived but passionately longed for vision 

Then. with the spread of ln
dustriallzallon and or world wide
trade, the city of a mmlon begins to 
race aheed. London reached the 
mark In the· 1820s. By 1900, · there 
_,e el�n "milllon-cl1lea". alx of 
ahem In Europe, still the Imperial 
and commercial dominant of the 
world. Slit ttie Jump from two to 
eleven In the 19th Century has been 
followed by an Jnllnltely more for
mid.able ac'cel.erallon In our own 
time. By 1950, the.re were 75 
'"million-cities". 51 of them In 
developed regions. 2-4 In the
developing world. Today, the 
developing netion.s have pulled 
ahead. They conlain 101 such 
cities, out of a ·world total of 191. By 
1985. the mllllon-ctty will have 
jumped from 11 to 273 In less than 
e century - and 147 of them will ba 
In the less developed lands. 

And even lhls vast multlplicatlon 
does not lully measure lhe contem
p o r a r y  uphe .ava l  i n  human 
settlemenl$. Ttie million-city begins 
to explode Imo the ten-million city. 
There were two or them In 1950 -
N- York -and London. By 1970
there were lour. But by 1985, there
will be ill least 17 of these gigantic
agglomerations. ten o1 them In
developing areas - wtth Mexico
City. at ne.arly 18 million, only a S1eP
behind New York. And al the head
of the list Ecro·s successor. Tokyo,
will recover Its earlier primacy with
1he dublOus distinction of bringing
25 million people together In a
single conurbation.

We may, ot coune, question
wh«her some Of tne more sur
reellst predictions - for Instance, a 
Calcutta of over 30 millions - will 
ever b e  reached. Various degrees
of urban collapse may well have In. 
tltf'Yefled. But the projections are 
valuable as indicators of the ah_. 
avalencil-llke scale with whlcn tne 
world'• peoples are Increasing, 
heaving themselves out of the 
millennlal framework of vlltage and 
small town and descending In 
d.iug,111 of mixed hope and despair
on the world'• larger settl.,-nents. 

To seek analogies !Of change oo
tl'lis scale. one haa the obscure 
1ee1111g that only the distant blllenla 
of geologk:al time can provide any 
adequate concept of the scale of 
upneaval. The Ind Ian subcon
tinent cletacl\lng Itself from An
tarctica and -ping !JClroes the 

lndlan ocean to Its vlol.ent collltlon 
with -Asia's land mass along the 
Himalayas, the sea pouring In to 
change the Cerrlbean or the South 
Chine Seas Into a chain of Islands. 
the grir:iding of continental plates 
against each other, heav!ng up the 
Andes and leaving volcanic chains 
where Asia and Europe collide -
th8$8 ere eurely the lmages that are 
appropriate to the scale ot the 20th 
Century's ,urb,n deluge. we are In 
the full tide of thls great sweep. Its
final consequences lie ahead, But 
alre.edy the ground shakes. We 
should hear If we were listening, the 
mutter of the approaching storm. 
And the upheaval Is not simply a 
physical upheaval - the largest In• 
crease and "wandering of tlie 
peoples" In human history. It is tak
ing place within two wider but 
equally _ unsiable contexts. one
social. the other ecological. They. 
too. are unique in the experience of 
mankind. 

Tile social context Is the ,deepen
ing conquest or the human Im
agination b y  a dimly perceived but 
passlonatefy longed for vision of 
equality and dignity tor everv 
h,uman being. This dream hes. no 
doubt. many root .a - archetypal 
memories of the unself-consclous 
equality of trlbel soolety, the 
mltlenial Neolithic experience or 
ahared tasks and modest returns In 
e11rly agriculture, passionate l"evul
slon against arrogance and ·.greed
In the wake or man's first ex
periments In "high" clvtllzallon - In 
Babylon or Motlenjo-D11ro, fn 
Ch'.Ang An or Rome. But for 
modern society, the Blblloal slr'aln 
la unmistakable. The great Het>t8111 
prophets - from lsalati to Karl Mane 
- have called on man "to undo 'the
thongs of  the yoke, to let the
· enalaved go fr" ... &haring
your bread with tile hungry · and
bringing the homeless Into yo1.1r
house". • The rights ol the down-
troddoen, ttie duties . of the for
tunate. the value and dignity of the
poor. the harsh condemnation of
Irresponsible wealth, these are
Judgements and energies inherited
from Western man's Biblical tradi
tlon - Inher ited even when betrayed
- end In our own day, this tradition
either coiour.s the lmeglnallon,
troubles the conaclence or at lellBt
perturbs the complacency ol alt
mankind. And, as our world
prepares tQ add anolher world
equal In numbers to II.self In no
more than four decades, the cry for
greater Justice and dignity lor ell
these thousands of millions will not
be stilled. On th!l contrary, It will be
raised all the more lnslstenlly as
numbers and pressures Increase.
' lA,.h CMPW 68 ..,_. 8 -7 
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Bui It Is · one thing to underline 
the fact that Qeople's · growing 
sense of their dignity and equelify 
both lndlvlduellY end collectively -
Is a neer-unlversel phenomenon, 
an "Inner llmlt" to the development 
of planet11ry society which can be
transgressed only at the risk of the 
severest social disorder and 
breakdown, It Is- quite another 10 

achieve even minimum agreement 
upon -th·e content of this new 
perception of the human condition. 

Al a rough first definition we can 
start by rec;ognlzlng that any valfd 
co.ncept of dignity and .equellty 
Includes a number of non-metEll'lal 
"goods" - responsibility, security 
and part ic ipation. the  free 
exchange of thought and ex�
tl_ence. a degree of human respect 
that is independent of monelery re• 
wards or bureaucrailc hierarchies 
and e realization· that this respect I� 
lacking where rewards and hie
rarchies are too restrk:tlile or too 
skewed. All these goods of culture 
of men's mind and spirit, need not 
be costly ln terms of materiel re
sources. Indeed, they belong to the 
sphere ol life where growth is truly 
exponenllal - In knowledge, In 
beauty, In nelghbourllneaa and hu
man QC)n(;em. 

But they require· physioaJ u n 
derpinning. And here the pressurea 
bring us to a furth8f context of 
great uncertainty an.d risk. When 
we try to establish even the 
minimum pt,yslcal conditions or a 
worthy human exlsten�. we con
front the widest ponible spectrum 
of uncertainty. For one thing, there 
are Inescapable differences of 
climate and culture - Arctic hous
ing talls us nothing about Tropical 
atandards, o r  Med'lterranean 
radiance about the midnight sun.

Diet. uses 01 energy, peiterna of 
worship. wori< and play partly and 
rightly reflect a vast and. precious 
variety of cullUres and social pur
poses. But we can perhaps accept 
an Irreducible minimum - another 
"Inner ltmlr', this time the llmlt ol 
physical well-being, which human 
society lranegresses·at 11s peril and 
which must Include lood. energy, 
shelter and the training and work 
required to secure them. 

It Is all too eaay to � that even 
on this exceedingly modest slen
d a  rd. the task o f  achlevl  ng  
minimum conditions o f  human 
dignity for between six and seven 
thou.sand mllllon people by the year 
2000 constitutes a tremendous 
physical task, raises wholly new 
quesuons about the use, abuse and 
exhaust'lon of resources and 
begins, for the first time In human 
history, to hint Bl risks t.o the in
tegrity of the entire life support 
systems of the planet's biosphere. 
These, if you like. are the "outer 
limits" beyond whlctl the human 
race cannot marc'1 -,or stray -
without risking its own survival. 

To take these high abstractions 
down to a more homely levei, we
can note that in the crucial area of 
lood, the average North Amerfcan 
eats some t 900 pounds of g�ain a 
year, all but 150 pounds or it In high 
protein food such as the products 
of cattle and poultry. It Is perfectly' 
possible that. for a largely seden
tary  people,  this d ie t  i s  as 
dangerously over.genet'ous as the 
400 pounds of grain eaten by the 
South Asian Is manifestly too little. 
A blologlcaJ norm may Ile 
som-here·l>elween the two - an 
Intake ot 1000.JO..l.200 ��:.Ill 
grain and gialn equivalents. tlie 
level gen.era! In North America in 
the 1950s end In parts ot Europe 
today, neither region et either time 
betraying, It must be adrnltted. any 
severe signs of general under
nOl.lriShment. But to bring up to tllls 
level two thousand million or ao 
people In developing lands who are 
now below a decent norm and to 
etl$1Jte that the next two thoutand 
million born there achieve It re-
q uJrea ·1111111 stlort of a new 
agricultural rwolutlon with vU1 ln
c;eaaes In supply - for fertilizer:, 
for Improved' seed. for farm 
machinery - and equally vaat Im• 
pacts on the world's reserves of soil 
and water. both In using and 
possibly In polluting them. 

Nor wlll the fertilizer and 
machinery be prO<iuced or used 
without . a corresponding 1811P 
forward In Iha demand for energy. 
Once' again. an energy "norm" per 
person Is a dlfflcu It concept. In
spite of some of the ·follies of 
prestigious air condltlorilng. 
temperate climates do seem. of 
their nature, to require lees lavish 
energy-use for man's domestic 
p�,p�ses. Only a realiy determined 
reJectJon of the Ideal& of thrift can 
explain why a citizen of the United 
States uses more th,n twice as
much energy as an equally pros
perous - and Chilly - clt,zeo ol 
S�en. But again there must be
some half way house between ex
travagance and the direct need. 
Between 1900 and 1970- another 

•



of equality and dignity tor every human being 

ot lhoae giant acceleration•· -
wortd· _,gy cone\lmptlon rON 
from &bo\lt 6.50 mllllon metric tone
of coal equivalent to 6600 mltuon 
metric tons - more ihan a ten-fold 
increase and the bulk or It, from 
2560 up to 6&00 million·, occurred in 
the halcyon Flttles and Sixties with 
oil com1ng out or the sands at a 
dollar a barrel. Rising costs may, 
perhaps, check the rate ol 
acceleration, but estimates as high 
as 21.800 mllllon tons or consump
tlon for the year 2000 have been 
made In United Nations· survefs. 

We should notice that these ex
trapolations have been based on 
present use. Yet today the two
thirds of the world's peoples who 
live In developing counttlK con·
wme fifteen times less en8f'gy, o n  
the average; than d o  t� cltli;e·ns of 
developed societies. Given the vast 
attractiveness of aubatftutlng 
mechanical and mutcular energy 
- the man on the tractor for the
man with the hoe, not to speak
of the driver alone in the four
seater car - rutur.e energy use may
be groNly under-estimated unless
It assumes at least a doubling and
trebling of demand among the pre
S81lt poor. Add that to exlsllng ex- ·
trapolallons and. the llmlt of safe
exploitatlon may be fixed not by the
availability. cost or risk ol new
energy sources but by the "�ter
llmlts" ol thermel pollution on a_
planmry scale.

Nor should we forget the part 
played by energy In a further 
clmenllon o f  basic physical need 

-

- tbe neec1 for ehelter. In con-
111rue11no hou-, In ualf!O tllwn. In 
creating In them the wannth for 
cold winters, the coolness for torrid 
aulflmers and all the services of the
houaehold, from coO!clnlJ to piped 
water to sewage. whh:;h turn a mere 
bulldlng Into a treaa.ured home. 
energy. usually In lta cleanest and
apparently most trouble-free form 
- electricity - has come to
dominate the houses of the
developed world. In fact. the 4,740
thousand sub-siandard houses of
the United Slates are largely defin
ed by the absence of services -
water closets, b·atha, heating
appliances - all of which requ ireenergy lo provide them. The enor 
mous gap between energy use In  
devel oped a n d  developing 
countries is  In part explained by the 
degree to which such services ·are 
simply unavailable -to the poorest 
g r o · u p a .  Ne a r l y  h a l f  t h e  
municipalities o f  Latin America 
have ne1th·er sewage ay81ema nor 
pf P,ed water. The proportion In the 
Indian sub-con!Jnent and parts of 
Africa Is higher still. The open drain 
down the main street, the con
tanilnaled well at the corner cross
Ing - these can be ugty eymbols or 
man's habllilt In energy-poor 
societies. 

, 

, 

Of couJM, they are not the only 
aymbols. The degradation, c,on. 
tlnue downwards In degrees of 
squalor - troin a temlly to each 
room (the figure lor 80 percent of 
the people In Calcutta), to lour

famllles to a room, to tar i;aper 
shacks, to shift-sleeping In literally 
makeshift beds, to no rooms or 
roof.s at all and thousands sleeping 
on tha pavement. Various U.N. sur
veys .Qut the number of houses that
need to be built to keep up with 
growing n.umbers and r�air the 
worst evils of the past at over 4 7 
million units every year. The figure 
can only be an estimate and 
tells us not too much about tha 
resources required. Rural houelng 
In reasonable climates makes far 
less claim on materials or energy 
U,an the dense tenementa of great 
urban conglo1T1erations. But If the 
figures are not abaolutely· precise,
they ant precise eno.ugh to i.uggest 
that perhaps a quarter of mankind 
has barely attalne.ct the dignity of a 
roof and there are 70 million more 
humans to accommodate every 
year, 
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Toi(�. o,.. of the world's /a/OHi ""'-. rif 
,.." 26 mRl/on peopl• by 1985. r,,on .,_ 
C.1Md<l'a IO(I/ POP!i/lflon IOdl)'. 

Add to this trend of Inadequate 
food, energy and sheller the baele 
needs of !raining In a world Where 
llflteracy ls actuelil( Increasing and 
of work In ·a,$115· where half the 
labour force · may be under
employed or. completely without 
employment for part of every year 
arid we can liee how near the 
human race is coming to the point 
at which the "Inner limit" of human 
dignity Is finally transg,_d and 
the most rapidly eroding Of all 
resourc" - the patience of the 
poor - will compound the vast 
materlat strains entailed in acting In 
time, on an adequate scale and 
without Irreversible environmental 
disruption, to meet humanity's 
basic needs. Mankind Is  In fact 
engaged In a kind of race for eur
vival between the Inner and outer
boundaries of social pressure and 
physical constraint while the dou
bling of the world'.s peoplea and 
emergence of a half-urban world 
takes place In only four decades. 

These overtapp.lng contexts of 
violent demographic, social and
environmental change all meet. 
one could say, colllde In human 
settlements. These places must 
carry the vast weight of the 
migrations. • overcrowding al 'the 
t,rmlnus. decay and bllght In the 
deserted areas. They are also the 
meeting place of all the aspiration,
and demand, of mank.lnd's enlarg
ed Sjl08e of ltt human dignity. In 
vlllage or tQwn, In suburb or alum, 
men and women experience In 
their dall'y environment· the fulfil
ment or fruetratlon of 811 the drives 
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_and demands of aspiring· moder
nity. Above all. It Is In aettlementa 
that the physical consequences of 
the vast upheavals wlN reach th·e1r 
cHmax. Millions upon· millions 
crowded In the exploding cities, all 
too often without the minlmat 
provisions tor urban cleanliness, 
offer man's most concentrated in
sult lo the support systems of air, 
water and soil upon wh08e Integrity 
the survival of lite Itself depends. If 
It seems dlfffcult, almoat by 
definition, to grasp the lull scaleand Implications of the problems 
raised by the human habitat, It 
seems vlrtualfy lmposslbl_e 10 do so 
II they are caught In th8$e changln_g 
contexts, thla whirling kalelde!;COpe 
ol Interlocking and contradictory 
forces, nee�. aspirations end 
risks. 

Bui, remerkably enough, the vaat 
and uncertain contexts o l  9xploslve 
growth, exploalve asplr1ilons and 
potentlaJ blophyslcai limits do not
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compound the problem of deviling 
some aense of meaning and 
strategy In our api;,roach to human 
a&ttlement8. On the contrary, the 
three contexts. rightly placed and 
judged. can provide clues tor 

-analysis and priorities tor action.
The demograplilc flood la poten
llally so damagl ng precisely 
beca_use I t  Is· a flood - In other 
words. an unmanaged, unintended, 
disorganized rush. pell melt, tnto 
the new urban order. But what this 
suggests la not further contusion 
but the oppOSlte Intention - ·a fully 
human one - to grasp the mean
Ing of the phenomenon and 
pr9duce urban eettlemonts not by 
chance but by some measure of 
design, The first pointer is thus 
away from building lhe city !)y 
chance and over to the city built for 
human purpoaeL 

Then the other two contexts tall 
better Into pl11CB. For the llrst pur
pose of any settlement muSI be to 
end Inhuman deprl11ation. T�re 
are a grell!t many other needs, no 
doubt. And some of the.aspirations 
of more fortunate citizens may, 
consclously or unconsciously, oon-
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"I would llke any architect or. enr,inHr dos"piaing mud ro foll ,,,. what otber
mai.,i.1 I (;«(I rep/a� It with": Haaan flt.Illy.
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ttlbuta to degradation el-here. 
BUI this does not change the 
priority. Before the problem of. say, 
the highly rewarded but often 
culturally deprived Ille.styles of 
wealthy slngle-c1a,, suburbs Is 
dealt with, tamllles In settlements 
must be able to setlsly the 
mlrimum needs - food. energy. 
aacur� shelter and work. Otten 
there are no contradictions. 
Nothing, ior l�ance. so reduced 
the death rate ot the 191h Century 
poor as the sewage systems built at 
Jhe Instance ol the 19th Century 
rich. But cities must be built not lor 
economies efone - to bulld up the 
property ma,ket - not for politics 
alone - to glorify the Prince (in 
whatever form ol government). 
They must be built for people and 
tor the poorest first. 
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'Man Alive' highlight• 
Egyptian architect 
Hasaan Fathy 

The CBC .aeries 'Man Alive' on 
November 10th at 10:30 p.m. 
presents a program devoted to the 
contro.veralal views of Egyptian 
A rclillect and Engineer Hassan 
Fathy . ·Man Alive· responds to one 
of ihe most important Issues to be 
considered at Habitat - the 
problem o,f housing the poor In 
developing countries. Hassan Fat
hy  rejects the cond.ltioned rerleic of 
turning to modern technology for
solutions and takes us back to the 
practical ways and native Ingenuity 
ol his people to provide answera 

• 

And In this n- Intended order, 
the llmlta on material resourcee 
and on the environment must, tor 
the first tfme. ·be recognized as 
fundamental chall,enges and c;on. 
strafnts, The settlement by deelgn, 
the sett lement for people, the con.
serving and enhancing settlement 
- these a r e  th.e p r i o r i t i e s
suggested by the convolut.ed and
Interdependent revolutions of our
time. With these three priorities as 
strategic guidelines, the tactics of 
the business - land use, shelter, 
utilities, traffic, work. recreation, 
convenience. be_auty - can be 
rationally considered and some 
decisions lor policy arrived at. We 
d o  not  need to repeat the  
pess]mlsm 01 Clemenceau In 1919. 
As he said, we. do fn4eed have 
chaos. But, unlike him, we can 
realize that we have enough "to 
make a world". 

• 
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now Ignored by technocrats. 
For Hassan Fathy building with 
bricks of s11n-baked mud, strong, 
made on the spot, the material 
free, Is still the most practical solu
'tlon for housing the mlllior:is living 
In the hot belt around the middle ol 
the earth. -
Hassan Fathy's radical vision 
became a practical reality almost 30 
years ago with the construction ol 
the new viUage -of Ghourna near 
Luxor. His book enlltled ArchllK
ture for the Poor carelu  lly 
documents every 113pect of the 
building. But in a tragedy of mie
unelerstandlng and red tape the 
village remained empty. 
Fatt,y·a vision however ls not only 
for the poor, not only for the Third 
World - ll Is a 11lalon of villages, 
towns and cities that are real com
munitlea for man. 
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