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In hia welcosrng addrass to can-

lerence deiegates, Prime Minister
Trudeau called for a new dynamic
af love in man's reialionshlg with
man.

_ “There 1a a new world in the
makiig,” he saxd, 'and a spréading
anaren@ss o! hat ‘acl  He lold tnhe
insugural plenaiy aeagion, "0 ne-

uYon can allord (o ieOista tsad n

sit-Contemplsuon, clasping (o i1a
breast its pogsazsions In denial to
olhers.

“"No longer ia it posslble, elther
morallyor technically. notto be &¢-
coutitable.” he added. "We have
entered (as nalions), willlngly or
otherwise. lhe era of a communiy
o1 interest. vital lo the survival of the
species ...

“Altruism 8 not the most highly
developed of Int3rnetional
phenomena,” he added. "But It
dooag exist, I1ti8 reel, and 't iz mak-
Ing progress and growing."”

M:. Trudeau said mankind's
future aurvival wilt require humarns
~not only 10 tolerate one another,
but to iove one anoiher in a way
which wi# require ol ua an un-
precedented desire to change
ourselves.”

Pdst-Habitat targets announced for Canada

Habitet was a hme ot assessment
and cammiirntent for the federal
government, Urban AtlaissMmisier
Barnay Oanson told a post.
Conterence meeling of Cansdlan
mayors.

He listed the flollowing com-
milmanta {0 improve human
asttlements aiready made by Ot-
tawa:

— To enaure the constructicn of
one milliori new houaing unitsin Hie
years 1876 to 1879.

~

The Prime Ministesr's spedch
drew heavily upon the philosophy
ol a French Jasult scholar and
palsortoiogist. Pierre Teltherd de
Chardin

Whiie poin rerntying and
reassuring things Hhauve Been

predicted about the conéequences
of expiogive popuiation growth, Mr.
Trugdeau aal0 he avoiC® either ex-
treme and adopls a poaition similars
to that ol Tellhard — wsesing a
poaitiva side In terms of human
resources while acknowledging it
dengera
Tue psychological problems of
over-population aisv cannot be ig-
noved, he emphasized.

“The simple existence of every
individual IS submerged tn fthe
coex:stence ot all,” he said. “Our
neighbour, who remained at a
respoctable distance from us uniil
the last century, hae bean brought
much closer through population
growth, and we canpo! Imagine
how uncomlortably close he wiil
come in tho lutura.

In order to murvive, he said, it |la
clear mankind will ba forced to
soc¢iallaes more — and tha Prima
Minister quickly explained that by
“soclalizing” h® meant loving one
anoiher.

— 7o direclly tinance the annual
construction of et least 40.000 new
housing unils for 1Iow end mod-
9ralo-income paople in the saAMa
period.

— To g<onstruct or vehabiitate
50.000 units lor rural and native
people between 1974 and 1982.

— To construct o retabiltiale
20000 natve dwasllings in the
period 1976 to 1981.

— To ensaure that all settlemenis

of signjticani size@ nave af adequate
level of sewage lreatmeant by 1985

MHabitat

"We will thus have not only lo
tolerate one another, but to ove
Ccne another in a w3y which wilt re-

‘Quire o us an unprecedented

desrra 10 change ourselves
Such 3 chvier@o will Be mare:
qrashc than 8 ma:grmulauon of our

SpeGies. i

“The only type of tove which
would be effective In the tighdy-
pasoked world we already live In
wouid be a passivnate love," Mr.
Trudeau sald. “The fact I1hat such a
statement 3ounds slightly
ridiculous is a measure ol the ex-
tent of the change we must maka if
we are to a5ve ourseives.”

Again quolng Tellhard,
Trudeau said a crltical point In
human evolution has been reached
in which_the only path o@9n I8 to
move toward this common passion,
e "conspiracy of love."

“The corspiracy of men with men
8nd the conspiracy of the univeiss
with an ever more Just humanity —
in this a3 the salvalion of human
seitierments and Wiohope held forth
by Habitat.”

— To have & reliakle soutce of
clean water in all communities by
1980

— To ulilize exisiing infrastruc-
lure 'n low-density areas to provide
some wmedium densitly housing
over the nex! five years.

Beyond 1he3e targets, the
minister has propoged for discus-
sion purposes the (ollowing ed-
drione:

— To rehabtlitate 100.000 dwall-
I units by the end of 1965.

Mr. "’
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Trudeau calls for a conspiracy
of love to solve world ills

— To encourage over the neil 15
years soa3ibly-designed “infll*
housing@ (05 senlor cltizens and
gsingile persons Iin exisling
neighbourhoods.

— Yo increase our lthermal ef-
liciency ot three million dwelling
units by 199G.

— To achieve zerp net energy
growth in the residential sector by
1965

— To echieve Zero net energy
growth I.n urban treasport,

(Bee also articie on poge 4)
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Editorial:

A good beginning

Habitat was the beginning of a
giobal search tor solulions to the
problems o! human settisments. it
did not, of itsell, solve the problems
of human settiements. But it did
stast a process that will now con
linve with increased momentum at
the United Nations and within
countrias around the world.

The polllical controversy at
Habitat wes 10 be expected. It was a
United Nations Conlerence. Still, il
Is unfoitunate that the Conlerence
ended on the specilic polilical note
of Ziontsm that Canada and many
nations had sought to avoid. Apart
from the facl that Conlerences like
Habital 8re not organized to deal
with broad political &ssues that re-

maln unresoived before the
General Assembly and Security
Council. this las! minute paoalilicai

tocus obscured the fact that Van-
couver achieved most ol the sSub.-
stanlive abjectives sel for It by the
General Assembly.

In e 64 recomMmendations
adopted for national action, the
Conference and the prepatations
for It were cilearly siiccesatul. Now
tobe known as the Vancouver Plan
of Action within the United Netions

end beyond. these recomman-
datlons provide a clear sel of
guldelines for action by

governments to enable lheir
peoples 1o develop more livabte
neighbourhoods in decenl com-.
munities usng fewer re@sources.

In the recommendations
adopted lor international
cooperation. Habilat oould appear
et this stage to have been less than
successiul. But this is premature.
The Conlerence dtd recommend
the framework for a new gloval In-
stitut:on on numan settiements ‘‘to
serve as a focal point for human
seltlemens action and coordina-
tion within the United MNations
system”. 11 is now up to the General
Assembly to compiete the details
and establish the instilution.

While Canada and a number of
other countries could not support
the Declaration as a whole,
prrmarily because of one
paragraph that appeared to tink
Zionism and recism, the bulk of the
Declsration represents a commit-
ment 10 urgeni actlion on :nany
fronts and casried the o--erwheim-
ing support of the Conlerence.

Post-Habitat institution
awaits decision on site

One of the unresolved questione
at Habital was the proposed selfing
up o! a post.Habiat institution 10 Kl
somewhere in the UN structure and
1o gdeal with human settlement
problems on a global scale.

Proposals and sites were not
lacking when he 1ssue w&s dis
cussed at Committee 1, which
deiiberated on programs for nter-
national co-operation. The com-
mitiee recommended he.establish-
men! of a global intergovernmental
body and a8 human Settiements
secretaria: to carry on ihe work
begun by the Conlerernce. The en-
tire matter has b- 2n referred to the
UN General Assembly session
whiCh starts in Septermber.

The Alrican countries would like
Nairobl 10 be the sile 0! any posl-
Habitat organization The South
Americans and Mexico in particular
favour the Mexican city o!f Guadala-

The Conterence prompted the
establisnment of an tnternationsal
NGO Commiftee for Human
Setllements. {1 was responsible for
the parallel Habitat Forum which
seiveo as a.greatevent initsell and
as a uselul prod on the Conlerence.
This Committee w:ll now remain in
existence as a centra! focus for
continuing non-governmental ac-
tivities in human settlements.

The success of Habitat canno! be
evaluated for five or'ten years. Only
now are we beginning to reap the

harvest planted at the 1972
Stockholm Conlerence on the
Muman Environment. Four years

ago. words such as environment
and ecology were known only to a
lew specialists. Only a handful of

nations had embryo environment

peograms. Today miost countries
have active and increasingly effec-
tiva environmen! programs.

We can |00k forward 1o simila¢
rgsults f(rom Habnas. Indeed,
several couniries used thelr
preparstory work (or Habitat to
launch settiement programs and (n
the few weeks sinceé Vancouver
others have announced post-
Habitat programs

The ultimale success of Van-
couver depends ONn what happens

jara, while the deveioped nawons
such as Canada favour New York.

At the same time, 1wo e5tablis|i-
ed UN organizations which are
already Involved in human
setllements have proposed (0 hen-
dle any such postHabilat :n-
stitution. They are the United
Nations Environment PrOgram
headquariered in Nairobi and e i
UN's Depaitment of Economic and
Social Alfairs in New York.

beginning now — in the Uniled
Nations. bul mostly within various
governments over the next few
years. Clearly, Habital focussed
attenw¥on on a global issue that
greally needed exposure It
demonstrated thatthe doomsayess
neéed nol be right; that many
solytions are in tact available And
it gave direction to governments on
many ol the (hings that urgently
need to be done. it was a §00d
beginmning.

“‘“;E W\
\)

J.W. MacNeill
Commiasionar- General
Cansgdian Nabitat Secveis:lal




Danson implores delegates to
set extraneous issues aside

Urben Aiffairs Minister Barney

Danson made the most emotional
and impassioned speech of his
political career as he urged
delegates on the eve of trie con-

ference closure 10 Put aside Issues

which had no place al Habitat and
1o concentrate on those which did.

He implored delegates meeting
in plenary o “deal with the Issues
about which we are deepiy con-
cerned, sothal we can goand deal
with more of lhe issues that involve
mankind."

Mr. Danson told the delegates to
leave 0 the General Assembly and
the Security Council those conten-
tious issues which had no place at
Habitat.

“"For the aaka of God, for the
saké of our chlldren and future
generations, | beQ you, and | don"
bed easily, 10 stay with what this is
all about. To do what we ¢can do and
nottryto dowhatwe cannotdo," he
said.

Mr, Danson's speech cama just
Prior to a vote on a procedural tac-
tic carried overwhelmingly by Third
World countries with Canada and
saven other nations opposing.

Earlier in his speech, Mr. Danson
said he wunderstood and was
deeply concerned “about Y:a
Issues that dlvide ua. They are not
within the competencs, in my view,
of this Conference."

He said he worrled about the
chlidren in the Palestinlan refujee
camps and tn the Siums of Nairob!.
Delegates, he said. could take
decisions “which couid have an Im-
meénsse etfect on mankind in the
years ahead." instead they arguad
polifical issues which would be
forgotten, 0 be repiaced by new
political issues.

Mother Teresa given standing
ovations by crowd of 19,000

Molter Tergsa gf Caiculta
echoed Prime Minister Plerre
Yrudesu's cail 10r ttie peops of the
wotid 0 \ove each other by
transtaiing Rt inl0 @éveryday Yerms,
The Albanian-born nun whe has
spent 45 yoars In India, 25 Ot tham
among the poor and dying, told
Habitat Forum that Canadians
should lead lives ol "undersian-
ding, love and poverty,"

“Love with words is not enough.
At the iast judgment, God will judge
us by our acllons," she 88id. “The
United Nations has taken up many
rasolutions and not fulfilled one.

“Jesus will say: When you saw
the hungry poor, did you leed
ihem? When you saw the naked
and sick, did you clothe and heatl
them? When you saw the lonely. did
you visit them?

"Canadians stiouild come (o
know fthelr own paor,” Molher
Teresa added. "Lonely people in
the Wes! are the unknown poor,
They are easily hurt. Emotional
poverty is a greet tragedy."

Throughout Mother Terasd's
participation in Habitat Forum, and
the Habitat Children's Confarence,
she continued to empnasizeitisnot
enough 0 dialnterestedly provide
material needs for the oppressed.
Instead. Individuals must actually
Identily with them in their needas.

“We tiave gathered for oneinten-
tion. to give bread to the hungey,
bulld homea for the homeless. not

just ir word,” she sad. "'Let us love
tiil it hurts. Let ua Qiva tiil it hurts.

That 18 the real test ot jove. To be
unwanted is great sufenng and

poverty.”

Yhe tired-looking nun, whoee
Order of the Sislers ot Charity has
1,200 members and 150 religious
brodiersin 18 countries, was oneof
the Popular heroines — with Bar-
bara Ward — o! Habilal Forum. On
the opening night of tha
Conference. she addressed nearly
18,000 people in Vancouvers
Pacifc Coliseum at a meeling
sponsored by the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese 0! Vancouver., and
raceived several standing ovations.

At the mass meeting she
devetoped anolher ol her !{avorite
themes. that the malerially rich
have much to learn (rom tha poor.

"In India a starved, naked woman
who dies in my arms says thank
you. in the West you dle In fuxury
and argue with your Creator and
ask why," sha eald.

“The handicapped asre rich
people. We need them as much as
they need us. Together we are do-
Ing something beautitul for God.

“Christ is ssen in the distressing
disguise of the poor.”

T e -

“) remaln concdrned about my 1
brothars and my slaters in evesy
part of the world. | remain—even
mere concerned about the babies
that are coming In the Yyears
ahead,” Mr. Danson said.

He reminded the delegates that
prior to the Conference he had
fravelled to many courtries and
lthat they had taiked ‘together
"about the babies. the squalter

seftiements and the filthy wates we
wanled to clear up.”




Round-up on Habitat Forum

Habital — was ft a Conference
like all other recent UN
Conterences, dominated by sharp
disagreements baiween developed
and developing nations regarding
redistribution of resources among
and within nations?

Or was it a catalytic milieu, out of
which emerged a workable
program for interna¥onal ackon
and cooparation to facllitate the ex-
change of information. technology.
experlisa and resources needed 10
make programs for national action
work?

The (ruth, according to post-

Contference reflections by
Conlerence President Barney
Danson and Secretary-General

Enrigue Fenalosa, probably lles
somewhere betwédn those wo
political poles — and we wonl
know exactly where for some years.

"Some would think that Habilat
was concentrated ¢n the Middle
East issues and the new Infer-
national Economic OQrder.” Mr.
Danson told the annual meeting of
the-Canadian federation o Mayors
and Municipahties a waeek aflter the
Conierence closed.

"t must report (hat we did not

solve all of the problems of the
world. There is still no pesce in the
Middte East. and we couid not do
what the Generat Assemoly and
Security Council failed to do. We
dild no betier on the Naw Intar-
nalicnal Economic Order than did
the UNCTAD Conference in Nairobl
in May,
"What we did achieve Is a slate-
ment on the urban and seltiement
aceno which exists now and faces
us in the next 25 10 30 yeérs.” he
8aid. “"We cheltenged ourseives and
others 10 igck squarely al 1he issues
and tor each naton as a sovereign
state to start progrems and Sset
programs and pricrities (o deal with
them with the... commitment they
deserve.”

Mr. Danson said thve real success
of Habitat will be the “way in which
we put words and agrgéments into
acticn.' He said he was personally
disappointed It the degree of
politicization that Intruded on the
Conference. but said it was not un-

expected.

"But I we Ilook back (o
Stockholm; very few people, except
a few UN speciailsis. can recall the
dissent that was experianced
there,' he emphasized "Who
remembers who voted on what or
who was abseni?

"We look back on Stockholm as
the beglinning of programs in all
nations which are having immense
and positive environmrental impact
— the springboard which hasledto
international agreements and ac-
tion which is, thankiully, irrever.
sibla

"t is my belief that, in the near
future. we will all loCk back on
Habitat for wheat It reaily was, a
conference on human
settiements,” Mr. 0anson satd.
“And action that has begun will
transform the lives of millions on
this earth and will spur us on to ac-
tion which we must, indeed, take..."

What, specifically. happened
between May 31 and June 11 In
Vencouver? Representatives of 131
countries observed by slx
naftional liberation movements, 180
Non-Governmentzl Organizations
and a number o1 intergovernmental
bodies — brought 10 lruiton two
years of preparatoiy work and
studies: with the adoption of a
Declaration of Princlples ang a
serles of recommendalions to meat
the urgent problems ot housing
shoriages, contrasting criaes of
urban and rural communities. the
proper usé of lend. access to es-
sential services, and public involve-
ment and participation In ramedial
achon.

Declaration ol Principles

The 3$5.psragraph “Yancouver
Declaration on Human Setllements,
1976" was submitted to the
Conterence after proposed revision
by the Group of 77, a consorlium of
developing nations. It corresponds
to the oulline of a drafl devetoped
by the UN Habitat Secretarlat prior
to the Conference, following
recommendations by the
Preparatory Committee and subse-
qQuent consultations with
governmenis, ., bul contains a
number of new provisions,

Among points in the preambleis
a8 stetemant ‘'that.the clrcum-
glances of life for vasi numbers of
people In human settlements ase
uhacceplable...' As factors
aggravating the problem, the
preemble aingles out Inequitahie
economic ‘growth; social,

ecocnomic, ecological and en-
vironmental deterioration: 8 world
population growth which Is ex-
pected to double in the rext 25
years, uncontrolied urban;zation;
rural backwardness and disper-
sion: and “Involuntary migration,
particularly poltrcally, racially and
economically motivated relocation
and expuision ot paople from 1heir
national homeland."

The deciarallon states {lial "the
Iimprovement o the quality of lifeof
human beings s the first and most
important ofhjeclive of avary human
settlement policy.”

Among the most controversial
sections of the declaration Is a
paragraph which statés that “its...
the duty of all people and
governments v join the siruggte
against any form of coloniallsm,
toraign aggression and occupation,
domination, aparthe:d and all forms
of racism and recial discrimingtion
as referred to in resolutions as
adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations,”” adding "the
astablishmen! ot gettlements ir
territofies occuPied by force is I
legal."

The 15 countrles. inctuding
Canada, which voled againgt the
declaralion said their primary ob-
jection was the inclusion ot this (m-
plicil endorsement o! General
Assembly resotution 2379 (XXX) of
Novernber 1975, which characteria-
ed Zionism as a form of racism (see
pages 6-7). Elghty-nine countries
including most of the developing
and cominunist nations voled lor
the declaration and 10 countries
abstained. Those voting against
were Australia, Belgium, Canada,
Cenmark, France, Ihe Federal
Rapublic of Germany, Ireland,
Israet, Iilaly, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New {Zealand,
Nerway, United Kingdom and
United Siates.

Among other general principles,
the declaration says each state has
therightto exercise full and perma-
nent sovereignly over Its wealth,
natural tesources end esgonomic
activities; 10 1ake the necessary
steps 10 malntain undet public con-
trol the use, poasession, disposal
and preservation of land; and ta e %
ercisa efleclive control ovar joreign

territoriea and

b

Investments, including trans-
national corporations operating
within their borders.

The declaration also condemns
poliution of the biosphere and the
oceans, and stresses the urgency
of Implementing the New Inter-
national Economic Order.

Recommendaltions for
national action

The Conterence &ailso adopled a
set ol 84 recommendatlions tor
nattonal &8ction — most adopted by
consensus and addressed directly
1o governmants — suggesting con-
crete ways In which people m:ght
be assuret the basic requirements
of human habitatton — ghelter
clean water, sanitation and a de-
Cent physical environment plusthe
opportunity for cultural growth and
the deveiopment of the individuat

The Ptenary Session voled to
add a paragraph proposed by
Cuba to the preamble to trne
recommendations. which siates in
part thal “sattlecnnent planning and
implementation for the purposé of
prolonging and consolldating oc-
cupation and suhbjugation in
lands acquired
through coercion. and intirmidston

‘muat not be undertgxen, and muzt

be condemned as a violation of

United Nauons pPrincipies Aaa e

Umiversal Declaraiion ot
Rights™

The vote on this-amentimenti was

77 In favor to B against, with 20

abstentions.

Other proposais

Anolther Conference resolution
called for action to g8l up new
United Nations machinery concern-
ed exclusively with human
setlllertients, including an .in-
tergovernmentat body and acentral
secrelarial wliose job would be to
help countries to betler the lot of
thelr citizens in urban and rursl
communitties everywhere.

In other action, the Conferénce:

— Recommended unanimousiy
that the General Assembly es
tablish an audio:visual informafion
centre on human settlements, o be
lacatea at the Unlversity of Brila!
Columbia In Varicouver.

— Urged all governments tosup-
port and fully participate in the
United Nat.ons Water Conterence
to be held next March al Mar det
Plata. Argentina.

Recommended that the
General Assembly request We
United Nationg Secretary-Gevieral

=3




Listening to the rest of the world _L

Key ligures during the Habltal Conierence: trom §. to r.. Ensique Penajosa, Secrefary Ganreral o! Habitat, Kust
Waldheim, Secretary-General of the Unijtedt Netions; end The Honourablia Barmey Danson, Presidern of the Conte-
rance and Cenadian Minister responaible for Cenadian preparations.

to submit a report on “the Jiving
conditions of Ihe Palestiman people
n the occupied territories.” (The
report of Habital )1s to be con-
sidered by the United Nations
General Assembly when it meels in
New York September-December,
1976.) :

International impect

In rvellacling on Rabitat, Mre,
Perialosa said the recommen-
dations for nalionai action were at
the heart of the Conference and ihe
degree to which countries imple-
ment therr spirit and content wh! ul-
timately determine Habitat's
suCCess.

Key to those recommendations
ia the premise that redistribution of
resources within nations ¢ a
pHority.

“Very litlle is going o be achlev«
ed only with a redistribution of
wealth among nations,” he lold 8
press conlerence. ‘tn mos! of the
countries there are enough

“rasources o fultill the mintmum
needs.

“The probig/m Is that in most of
the countries there are a minority
over-uging the resources available
with a consequence that there are
not resources lef) to provide the
minimum needs ¢f the majarity.

_ "This is tha case of mosg: of the
developing countries, where we
have a dual society — a minority
enjoying & European or North
American styla of lite-and a majorlly
without anything.”

Mr. Peflalosa sa/d in some Cases
this dual system was imposed dur-
ing colonlal occupations and in
other caras it was developed a3 a
atalus symbol.

“There s no hope, and | want to
be very clear about this, of
providing your (wastern} style of
iite... to the rest of the world.” he
said. "That's out of any physical
possibliity because even here in
Canada, the U.S. and €urope you
are jus) in the end of this kIind of
style of lifa

“Very soon, there are not going
to be enough physical resources 10
keep it. Then we must develop a
new style of life with the resources
available Yy whici' we can provide
the minimal needs {0 everybody."

in speaking of Hebitas's role In
these basic changes. Mr. Pefalosa
told another meeling "if this
Conference plays @ catalytic role in
a new world atlack on water
problems, that alone would repay
all.cur etiort a hundrad timea over.”

“if thia Conference leadd noO
more than 20 nations to imptement
new and progressive laws on land
use. thal alone will repay our entire
effort,” he said. "And theso things
will happen.”

Relevence to Canads

For individual Canadians, wlal
effects will Habitat have? The ques-
tion ol land was most significant,
Mr. Danson says.

"Mattars of land use, land 1enure
and land poiicy emerged as a
critical maltér which exposed ow
Canadian dilemma.” he told the
mayors’ meeting. s land a com-
modity or 3 resource? [ beliave we
are moving sigmficantly 1o the view
that it :s a8 resource and should be
(reated as such within the contex!
o our federal siate and mixed
economy.

""The argument (at the
Conference} centred iargely on e x-
cessive land profits and thelr
recapture for the benelit of society
when such prolits are the result of
public Investment or decision.” he
said. ") am muych moreiniaresied In
(he broader <PUSSHIONS Ot 1he cOSY &

serviced land o Pravide houdang
for LCanaddns — Uvus #nd tngh (ne

terest rates are the iwo most inpot~ ..

tant elemenls
today.”

Mr. Danson salid '‘new and im-
proved methods of planning, zon-
ing standards, approvals and ax-
alion” are needed by ell leveis of
government 10 fower the cost of
serviced land. tle said federal 0Of-
ficlals would soon arrange a
meeting wilh provincial ministers 10
discuss a Comprehensive“approach
10 this criticai issue.

Other matlers were exposed at
Habitat which are raievant to
Canadians, Mr. Dansan adde<!.

“Largely as a result ot Canadian
action at the Conlerence. we sel
largets for polable water in evely
communily In the world by 1390
and Canada seat IS own national
goal at 1980. We forget that there
ar9 actually communities in Canada
which do no! have a reliable source
ol clean water.

’ “Because Cuf problems are
almost insignilicant when related (0
(those ol developing countries) and
our resources so greal. it gives us
fess excuse lor our inadeguaciea
and glaring neglect in the aseas of
our most deprived people and
communities.” hé concluded.

in housing eoets’
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Canada’s 72 delegates
negotiate key issues

The Canadian delegation to
HMabitas was the most politicelly
regresantalive and one of the
largest Canada had ever sent 10 a
Umited Nations Conference

The 72 delegales represented
Cangdars from every level ol
wociaty - the three government
lewds;- the nalive peoples, non-
gowvernmental organizallons and
a-Prreair-sec|or.

The delegation was jointly head-
ou Uy UrbammAtars Minister Barnay
Darnson and Secretary of State lor
Exumsnal Aftairs Allan MacEachen,
Bt 4 was (ed throughout the
Cordesance by Justice Minister Ron
Basbonxd alter Mr. Danson was
alected President ol Ihe
Cordonce and the daparture of
My. Mactacien,

The composition of the delega-
Son ensured lively discussion
willms it on the many ilams con-
c=veg all the various jurisdictions
regvesanted.

The delegation recanstiiuted
Roal nto Whree grovps. one for
oach ot the \hree main Conference
commnttees Each delegelion
orap, 80 by a tedaral or a provin-
<ai-wverustior, usually mat a\ leaey
oncea ctay 10 review |he Canadtan
Pma0oh 1n 016 light ol aiscussions
rmthe€onfecenee Committees.

i addttONn, members from each
dadegadon group met each evening
wnttrPwr-EGanadian NGOs to discuss

progessot-the conlference.

-—Bwtogatnon officers and rap
porEss—mwrel edach evening at
dedogabon headquarters 10 repor!
ar—events and 10 devei9p fthe
agevds for \he fult meeting of the
dedéegmtian the ngx! morning. Sum-
mary-Topeits were also prepared
oxrwhat-traxi-taken place and was to

happen, for distribullon at the
TR MHOoNNg.
At thase meetings. the full

dals igadbonwas brieled and held
dincreyes®As ON the various events
kg plscs and thesr implications
The Caradian delegation was the
ondy ow which held daily press
eiswigs throughoul the con-
ference-fov membersof the media.
bo@—-Geradian and loreign Tnese
howr-dvwg Dbriefings were wall
mexded. ana proved GQuite POpular
ax Ghery ware 8 main s0urce of news
axaut Caradian paiiicipetion in the
comderonte.

Prior to 1the conferente.
mamberg of the Canadlan Rablal
Ssowmana reviewad all
memikabide capsules and lims. Cana-

ahirh hao a retavance to Cansda.
Thre® geminars were also

o otlwer countries at which dis-
argewens were held between Cene-

aas@rEs-eoncinad.

e Cansdian position and theas

the

dian delega'es were then given a
a8l gClad—ist—o! capsules 10 50

org=sired by the CHS [0 show films

dian) dajiegates and th038 irom the

The discussion on International
action was divided (nio considera-
tlon ol the drait declaration ol prin-
ciples as an intesnational policy
statemeont, consideration of
programs to be undertlaken foHow-
iIng Hebltal, and discussion of
posstble changes 10 UN
organtzations dealing witn
settiements.

At the end of the first week, the
dreft declaranon of the UN Habitel
Secretariat was countered by a vet-
sion produced by the Group of 77
which contained some diflicull
references 1 the Mid-Easl situation
and some@ advanced positions on
the new international economic
order.

Subsequent negotietions ltalled
lo resolve tha unacceptable
provisions otthe Group of 7 71ext or
to permit inclusion of amendmaenis
proposed by members of other
groups. The Group of 77 text was
therelore the only one considered
iN ptenary.

When attempis 10 obtan a
paragraph by paragraph voteprov-
ed fruitless the document was
voted on 8s a whole. The vote was

89 in tavour with 16 against, in-
¢luding Canada, and 10 absen-
tions.

“It s with deep regret end very
deep sadness thal my goveinment
has had to vote "no"' on 1he
Declaration of Principles.” Justice

Minister Baslora said. “The
Ceclaration on the whole (s accep-

table. bul Canada will not say that
Zlonism is racism. and this position
has been litmly and clearly stated
belore,” he added.

The divisive political vote on the
¢cenference declaration provoked
by the inciusion of a link bhetween
Ziornsm and racism should no! be
allowed 10 obscure the posilive
resuits of Mabitat in lerms of human
settiements. wWhile the declaration
lacks the weight ol consensus. it
neveriheless is a documeniol con-
siderable value

The Conterence and Its
preparaltons achieved the basic
aims of focusing the nations’ atten-
tion on probiems ol setiemenlis
and the quality of life ot their
peoples. and providing an ex-
change of informaton and an ex-
perience on solutions

Vesy subsiential resuits were
sohieved with the recommen-
dations 'or national action and cofn-

e T o

sidereble progress was made in
skeiching the futuire Institulional in.
volvement of the Unlilied Natlons in
seitiements actlivities.

Issues 'n the nationai achon area
o! mosl| relevance o Canada were
those dealing with landd, Ingigenoua
people, siatus of women. sale '
waler. nuciear energy ang access .
to information. The land gueslon
wes the subject o! considarapla
discussion within the Canadian
delegation, which: participaled fully
In the extensive committee
debates

The Conderence produced eight
basic resolutions on land plus two
political resolutions added by the
plenary dealing with land In ¢Oc-
cupled territories and In Panama.

The basic resolution recogniiag
that land wasnot an ordinary asset
and s development required a
large measure of public ownership
or conftrol, and that the public as a
whoie should share in any unearn-
ed increment ol land values due ¢ |
public decisions and Inyestment.

r——

Roo Baslord, haad of the Canadian delegalion, consuits wihi Quebec Mun:cipa: Affairs Minister Viclor Goldbioom
during the pilenary session. In the beckground ;s BC Municipal Aftairs Minister Hugh Curis.




\

On Indigenous peoples, Canada
proposed en adéitioo 1o the
declaration recognizing the special
rights. needs and aspirafions ot thig
group but the amendment was un-
fortunalely squeezed oul withthose
ol many olhers in the process
leading to adoption of that
document

In commitiee discussions an
natlonal action, Canada succeeded
In oblaining recognition of the need
for special aliention to land rights
ol indigenous peopie to preseive
theircuitural heridage. Onthesiatus
of women. Canada supporied an
amendment seeking redehnition of
legal ownership and usage of
land :ncluding rightsof women and
disadvantaged gzoups.

Nuclear energy received con-
siderable attention in discussions
beiween the Canadian delegation,
theNGQCs and the media. Within the
Conference the toxt which sought
to Omil nuclear technology was
altered. mainly by deveioping
couniries, t¢ one which spoke only

o! ratsonallzing hazardous
technologles in general.

The Canadlan delegation sought
o amend a recommendation es-
1abtishing 1936 as the lalest dale {0
achieve sate drinking water for all
naltions, However, the final
recommendalion as adopted by the
conference set a target of 1980 “{!
possible.” It was the Canadianview
thal lhese words "il possible”
weakened 1the force of the
recommendation.

The delegation strongly sup-
ported recommendations which
endorsed public participalior as an
indispensable element In human
setlllements In this regard, the
Canadian delegation intervened 10
suppo:d the need for a free tiow of
intormation In human setllement
decision-making.

On the subtect of setllements
policy, Canada introduced greater

#

emphasis on resource and en-
vironmenial policies as positive
aspecls of social and economicC
development and gained
amendments o these ends.

In the erea of Institutions and
management. Canada con¥ibuted
its experience as a federal state
and obtained some amendments 10
recommendations in (his area
which had been directed more at
unitary states. Recommendat:ons
in the areas of policy angd in-
slitulions gave solid support to In-
clusion of seltilements as a unitying
concept in national development
planning.

A major Canadian initiative dur-
ing the debale on Inlemational
programs was an offer to es:ablish
a United Nations audiovisuat libra-
ty al the University of British
Columbla. Canada's resolution on
this drew many co-sponsors and
unaniMous support. An agreement
to tis eflect was signed between
the UN and the universily on June
12 (See page 11).

In addition, Canada undertook to
continue supporting the
selllements program at the Asian
Institute Ot Technology at
Bangkok to 1irain human
setllements managers in thal area
and fo took favourably on ihe es-
tablishment of similar programs in
other regrons.

Wttile there was progress on the

subject of UN posi-Kabital In-
slitutional arrangemeénts for
selllemets, there was no Com-
prehensive resolution. Canada

played an active negotiating role in
the debale by convening several ad
hoC groups 0! delegates from
various couniries 10 discuss the
issue.

The debale revealed general
agreement on the need for-a new
inlergovernmenlal boay. terms of
referencetor ttie organizalion and a
need to regional;:ze operations.

Editor's Nole: Among the
Recommendatons for National Ac-
lion resulling lro: the Conference
were many of direct relevance to
Canada and to future government
decisions. These are highlighted
below

® Esiablish national policy on
human settlemenls, including dis-
fribution of population and related
social and economic activities.

® Report publicly on a con-
finugus evaluation of human
selllements conditions.

® Planning lor rural areas shoutd
focus on stimulating theireconomic
and social conditions, and over-
come dJisadvaniages Of scallered

populations,
® In setiements, emphasis
shouvld be on renewal and

rehabilitation, especially respecting
the rights and aspirations ot pegople
living there, preserving the soclal
and culiural values that exisl.

EWanyreconunendaﬁons
action have relevance in Canada

@® Al leveis of government
should set up institus¥ons to for-
mulate and implement setllement
polIcies and sirategies at national,
regional and local levels.

® The efficient use of enetgy
should be given special considara-
tion in the choice ot designs and
lechnologies for tiuman
sefttements

® =n choosing deveiopment
alternatives for shelter, infraswuc-
ture and services. special atiention
should be paid to the costs and
benefits of f{uliure management,
maintenance operattons, and
capital coats,

® A major past ot housing policy
ef{orts should snclude pragrams
and instriumanis to heip people 10
provide better quaiity housing for
themselves, either individually or
collectively.

@ Sate water supply and hygentc
wasle disposal should receive
priority, aliempting 10 arrive at cer-
lain quality and qQuantity targets by
a certain date. Also. targets should
be considefred al the UN
Conlerence ©n Water in March
1976 at Mar del Plata, Argentina.

® Minimize the generation of
wastgs; turn wasle into a resource.

® Land is a scarce resourcs; ils
management should be subject to
public survelilance or conirol tn the
interest of the whole country.

® Change in use of land. es-
pecially from agricultural to urban,
shouid be subject 1o public control
and regulation.

@ The unearned increment as a
result of the rise in laend values
resulting from a change in use of
iand, and paiticularly from public
investmenl or decision, must be
subject to appropriale recapiure by
public bodies {the community).

@® Publik ownership should be
used, where appropriate, 10 obtain
argas lor urban expension, to bring
into et'ect urban and rvura) land

for national

changes. and 10 supply serviced
land at price tevels which permit
socially acceptable types ot
development.

® Need for comprehensive infor-
maton on land cavabllity.
' @ Public participation should be
considered as an indispensable
eiement in human seltlements —
parlicularly in planning slrategies,
formulation, implementation and
managemaen). It should Influence all
levels of government,

® Pubiic parlicipation requirfs a
free flaw ot intormalion among all
parties concerned — based ON
mutual understanding, trus! and
education

@ Pubdlic parvcipation should
have wide involvement, particularly
Including those who ftraditionally
have not participated either in i@
planning or the decision-making
processes.




Many lessons to be learned
from monitoring process

The Habitat Buiietin provides a
forum tOor comments by individeals
and members of the NGO commu-
nity. This time@ our contributor is
Geottrey GrénviltieWood Execu-
tive Director of the (Jaited Nalions
Assocration of Canada, Chaitmarn
of the NGO Parlicipalion Group,
and member of the Canadian dele-
gation a! Hab:tat

The Canadian NGO Particlpation
Group sel up a well organized and
eftective monitoring process-during
the Habitalt Confterence.
Throughout the Conference the
NGO monifors kept closa tabs on
tne various pos:tions, postures and
non-positions taken in the Com-
mittee3 and at the Flenary by the
Canadian delegation

On a number of fronts these
positions were thesubject of critical
analysis by tnose NGO represen-
tatives present, TYThe major
questions that aroused NGO con-
cern were land speculation, the
rights of Indigendus people and the
New international Economic Order.
The Question ot nuciear energy and
continued sales 0 CANDU raactora
by Canada was a ni/ghly controvar-
sial 1ssue as weil and many NGOs
pustted for Canada fo agree ta a
moratorium on future saies

pending Investigatioh into s

safety of these resactors.

On the land specuilation
queslion, the Canadian detedalion
was proposing an amendment to
ilre UN resolution which substan-
tially watered down its mtent and
scope. It was only after this Cana-
dian proposatl had been aired and
debaled al one of the daily NGO/
delegation meelings that opposi-
tion began to build. Eventually,
after a great deal of debate wtthin
the Canadian delegation and wilth
pressure coming from otner
ctouniries at the Conference,
Canada was adle t o suppor! a fairly
strongly worded resolution. In faCt,
Canada moved some amendments

in the latter stages lhat helped -

s¥rengthen and broaden further tho
final tex!.

The New International Economic
Order issues bsought out In the
Group of 77 text on the Declaration
of Principles caused tne Canadian
delegation great difficuites. NGOs
on the monitoring programme
focussed on thia Question al a
number of meetings but 10 no avall.

The Canadian position did not
appear 10 budge as-we were locked
In lo. taking a j6inl approach with

Germany, U.K., France. etc. The in-
ternational asvecis were aiso
emphasized when NGOs calted for
a Canadian dollar commiimen} 1o
the clean waler targel tor develop-
ingcountries The pressure built up
and by the end of the Conference,
Carada was abte to announce {hat
we already were spending $70
millon a year on waler-related
programmes thraugh CIDA and
that this amount could increase (!
devetoping countries reguested
more such programmes trom
CIDA. ,

One issue was not the subject of
much controversy. Canadian NGOs
called for the Canadian delegation
0 Insert reference to the ‘'special
rights. neads and aspuations ¢l in-
digenous peogle” in the Declara-
tion of Principles. NGOs also calted
for emphasis to be placed on ttie
rights of indigenous women. The
delegation readny agreed but this
canadlen amendment got {ost in
the shuifle when the Dectaration ot
Princtples became embroiled in
controversy on the ~“Ziomsm g
racism" Issue.

_othsr rich countries — U.S., West _inconclusive

-

The monitoring programme
could therelore claim some
successes, some failures and some
results. The daily
meetings betwean delegates and
NGOs were informatve, friend:y,
controversial. strained. heated.
amusing. trustrating and
educational, at dilferent times.
NGO representatives on the
delegation were olten torn between
being a part of tile audience and
asking for answers and ex
planations. tn fact between acting
naturalty and normally, or slitiing
themselves and maintaining the

lacade of & “united’ delegation
position,

Many lessons could have been
learned from this monltoring

process. Il is certain that both
NGOs and olticialdeiegates gained
a great deal rom the programme.
The problem now is to see whether
these iessons have any etfect on
future relations beiween govern-
ment and NGOs on human sattle-
ment and other issues,

This Question wiil no doubt be
anawered n the coming montha.

Festival success begs for a repeat

Vancouver may never be dul
agaln atter Festival Habltlat., ac-
cording to Ernie Fladell, its
orgamzer and general ringmasler.

The Festival was sueh a cultural
success that Fladell is already
ptanning a simiar series ol events
for next year. The atmosghere and
enthusiasm genergted among Ar-
lists and audience alike was so
positive, he said, “you almost wish
you could bottle i1.”

A year and a half before. It was
decided that Vancouver's role as
host of the UN [4abitat Conference
should be the creation of e warm
envijroonment — culturally if nol
climatically.

Fladel!, a soclal planner with the
city, was called Iin es co-ordlnator.

Woriting with municipal, provinclai
and Indepencent funding, hecame
up wittl a five-part grogram
representing wiat he feit were the
most Important aspects of the arts
from across Canada.

Regional theatre trom coas! to
coast was brought 1o the Van-
couver East Cultural Centre and the
David ¥ K. Lui Theatre. Companies
tfrom Nawfoundland. Ontario.
Saskatchewan and 8ritish Colum
bia periormed to generally good

audiences. with Codco from St
John’s selling out every nlght.

However. ta Compagnie des
Deux Chaises from Montreal, with
productions of Les Hauls and tes
Bas de le vie d'une visa: Sarah
Menard, received Ilitle supponrt
even from Vanceuver's French-
speaking communitly and played 1o
“enibarrassing” houses,

The Habitat Craft Festival, with
artisans trom across the country
showing and seiling the&ir work, wae
located 1n 1he CP Rai! Statlon and
adjoining Granville SQuare, Rain
during the first week quite dampen-
ad the outdoor section, which
rotated about S00 sireet, ex-
perimental &and deveioPing

craftspeople; however, by the end
ot the UN Conterence an estimated
75000 people had attended the
festival indoors and oul.

The cost ol Festival Habitat, in-
cluding street »anners and a
billboard contest plus I1wo
publications deahng with Van-
couver and Habitat, reached ah eS-
limated $80.000. Near its close
Fladell saild he expetted © break
even or maybe even make a smail
profitto put toward a future festival




Action to ensure continued

»

consultation with NGOs

The Habital conference is over.
but the pracess of consullation
between the lederal government
and Canadian non-governmenial
organizations (NGOs) will continue.

Before It wound up, Justice
Minister Ron Baslord. leadar of the
72-member Canadian delegation 10
Mebitlal, announced thal Minister ol
State for Urban Atlairs Barney
Danson will arrange a Post-
Conlerence seminar with the NGOs
and the Canadian National Com-
mitiee for Habital probably aarly
this fall.

The NGOs consist of about 170
organizations church,
professional. commercial, labour
and other special inleresi groups —
which sent represantatives to van-
couver. many of them as monitors
of the ofticial Canadian delegation’a
peiformance in the UN Conference
96essions.

Mr. Bastord said tha NGOs
probabiy also will be invited to par-
licipate i an internationai seminsér
on Energy for Human Set:iements,
organised by the Housing, Building
and Planning Division of the
Economic Commission ol Europe
{ECE}). which Canada wiil hos! in
Otrawe in Oclober 19/77.

Mr. Basiord sard the federal
govarnment will alsd encourage the
NGOa to conduct thelr own post-
conlerente activilles on a nationsl
or regional basis.

Lin Good, prestdent ot \he Com-
munity Planming Association of
Canada. announced al one NGO
eession that her organization had
already commitied $250.000 for
general NGO follow-up activities.

Al the linal NGO meeling Bes-
nard Daly, co-ordinator of the
moniioring operalion, 6a:d that the
NGOs will produce their own
Conlerence report, evalualing their
role and eflectiveness inthe Habital
Conterence and proposing follow-
up action.

Despita the strong ditferences of
views on some isgues. Mr. Basford
stressed. the ofticial Canadian
delagation and the NGOs had In
faci reached su bstantialagreement
“on a set of obijectives for thia
couniry.”

He cited specilicalty the NGO
impact on the delegation’s (inal
position on Secton D-3 of the
Conferance Recommendations (or
National Action, which relates 1o
land speculation prolits, and 10 a
section in the Oeclaration ot Prin-
ciples which recognizea indigenous

people’s rights.

On the land iaaue, the UN Habitat

" Preparalory Commitlee had liist

proposed (hat the community must

recapture the “plus valua’ of any

land resulling (rom change In L@
or from public invesimeni.

The Canadian delegation flrat
proposed that this be amended 10
return only an “equitabla portion"
of such prolie 10 the public
because private inltietive (s stillan
Imporlant element In land
deveiopment, ag Mr. Basford e=x-
plained al one of the daily preas
briefinga.

But the NGOs. who met with the
oflicial delegalion avery night al St
Andrew's Wesley Church, opposed
this position and called lora strong
Canadian stand on the issue.

A few days later, Mr. Baslord dis-
ciosed that the delegation would
endorse a new wording — then be-
ing discussed in Commillee 8 —
calling lor a return to the com-
munity ol 8 “major portion’ ol such
unearned land increments.

But the NGOs wera still unhappy
ag were several national
delegations in Commilee 3 — and

Canada tfinally agreed 10 lhe
elimirnalion of ail relerences to any
“portons'’ in the final text of the

recommeandation.

-The next day, Mr, rd and
Senalor Ray Perraoll publicly
acknowledged tha NGO influence
on tho final Canadian po3ition.

Said Senator Ray Perraultl: “This

IS the tirst time that the olficial

Canadian delegation 10 any inter-

national conlerence has received a

genuine input from the NGOe.

“They have aflected thie thinking
of the Canadian delegation not only
on this issue but also on the ques-
ion ol women's rights end native
Indian rights. on nuclear energy
and on housing."

‘There was never any hint ol
agreement, though. on the nuclear
energy Issue, with the NGOs firmly
aupporting the demand lor a com-
plete moratorium on all nuclgar
power deveiopment and a haltto all
Canadian axporss of CANDU
reactors.

Prime Minister Pierre Trudaau
had made it Quite clear atl a newa

Y

conlerence on the second day of
Habnat thal Canada wouid not be
Swayed from Its present course..
Nevertheless, the NGOa and
members of 1ha preas continued 10
needle the Canadian delegation
leaders on 1his Issuve.

On the other hand, the NGOs —
bult more particularly delegation
adviser Gloria George, president of
the Natlve CouncH of Canada —
wera successful in getting the
delegation’s supporton the issue of
special rights flor indigenous
people.

Al Canada's behest, the UN
Conlerence adopled this statement
in the tinal Declaradon ot Prin-
ciples: “Special rights, needs and
aspirations of Indigenous Peoples
must receive ful considera¥on,
with g@articular attention 10 the
equality of Indigenous wemen."

Whilea NGOs could claim credit
for ctianging, or atleastintiuencing.
official delegalion thinking on some
Issues. they did not got a delegation
response 10 their eight-point
manileslo — [ssued three days
before the Conferance ended.

Bernard Daly described it 8s “a
chart tor futuro action by all lavels

ol ogvernawnt, and the NGOs as
wall,”

At one polint, Mr, Basford hed
promised o addraess the NGOs at
their finai meqting June 10 10 oul-
line a delaegation respongse to the
manifesio. bul than he cancelled
oul due fo pressing last-minulte
negofliations on Conlerence issues

Even belore that, Mr. Daly had
expressed misqivings 10 fellow
NGOs "that public participation is
invited, out NGO views are not sul-
ticiently integrated Into governmani
decision-making.”

Sanatar Perraull, speaking al
another NGO session, strongly urg-
ed them "to keep on the heal and
the pressure.”

He rapaatedly empnasized thatl
the official Canadian dselegatiort
was the largesl and most represen-
{stive ever sanit to an memational
conlerence and that [t {ully
rellected “the Canadian reallty” —'
the Interests ol federal. provincial
and municipal governmenis a3 well
as ol the various polilical paities
and regions, '

Ae noted. fdr example, thal on
the issue of public control over land
the provincial governmanta, rather
than the federal government, hold
ihe constilulional powers under
Briteh North Americe Act.

The federal government could
only urge and advise provincial
govarnmenis and municipaklies on
the question ol returning unearned
land incrementis to the community,
the senator 58id, and (the NGOs
could notl expect the lederal
government .delegates [0 a3sume
more power than they really
poagess.

Al their final bul eseszion, the
NGOs aubstantially agreed !hal,
after all, they could not claim to
iruly represent the collective views

.ot the membership ol their in-

dividual organisations on auch a
wide rangé of issues as al Habitat.

However, Merk Doriman
ol the NGO Participation Group
noted that, In tacl. more than
400 deiegales from aboul 170 or-
ganizalions had met in Ottawe (or
2 '%4 days last December 10 produce

the 100-page NGO report for

Habitat, which contained G8
specitic recommaendations.

Mr. Doifman and Mr. Oaly met
each morning with NGO delegates
10 assign monitots w e five

cents6s of Conterence proceedings

— the plenery s@sSion. 1he \hree
commilges and HMahatl farum

in the evenmng

quariers and reporled the/r obser-
vations. During a one-hour dis-
cussion, the group delerminad e
positiorr On the day's issues in the
Conference.

Promplly atl 7:30 p.m. every night
the ofticiet Canadlan delegation
arrived in the church K face
NGO complaints and Qquestons,
Some sessions were attended by
more than 300 people. Tempers
flared on occasion — as could be
expecied. .

As one Saskalchawan delapete
obaeived at the final session—We
will always have conflict -- end,
atter all, that's why we came hare In
the first pléCe. But et'es keep It-
balanced."

Said Mr. Dorfman: "Our par-
ficlpation was sucCeeasdful. We
achieved what we sal out t0 do —
namely setup a mechanism where-
by the NGOs could meet angd ex-
change views with the oflicial
delegalion Instead of shoullnq In
the wilderness."”

ihe monors
folvmed {0 the church head-
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Children’s conference debates issues
and builds its own Habitat village

The delegate from the United
Kingdom had had enough
declsionmaking lor the day, e¢ he
climbed to the top rung of the
monkey bars to get away from It all
and absolutely refused to come
down.

Taro C. Jay was a four-year-old
particlpant of the Habitat
conference for children and yauth
which was held from May 31 to
June 10 in parallel with the United
Natlons Conference on Human
Settlements.

The Children's Conference was
divided Into Junior end senior 96C-
tions, with each reviewing :ssues
relevant to the Mabltat theme., 8ut
while the %3 1o 18-year-uld
seniors, megling al the Lulheran
Campus Cenire at the Unlversity of
B.C.. were following the example of
the UN Conference with plenary
sesslons. commitiees and subcom-
mittees, the mostly eight-to 13-
yaar-old Juniors were throwing
profocol to tha wind and getting
down 10 the concretle business of
building their own Habitat village.

The gymnasium of vancouver's
University Hill Elementary School ~
was {he site of the junlor section. I
was where everything from scrap
cloth to disposable diapers was In-
dustriously hammared and glued
together.

This cardboard village was all
part of the chitdren's d€linition of
whal Habltat meant (0 them.
Athough serious ¢iscussions and
writlen reports were produced. they
tended !¢ be crayoned on walls
rather than typed on paper.

Scrawled definitions under the
banner "HABITAT IS..." ranged
from "A place ¢ form pressure
groups” to somelhing a little closer
to home: ‘“Habitlat la a happy
house,”

t was Important that the junior
geasion he not Just words but
“doing”. The vlllage provided a
chance for the chidren to work on
aomething concrele; it also stood
as proofthat children do care about
their luture and. mose imporiantly,
that they are ready 10 do something
about it — If only the adult world
would stop and listen. '

And that posed a problem.

Although tha resulis of the official .

UN Conference on Human
Settllementswill have a direct aflect
on the lives o! our youngsters, lew
aduils, let alone today's policy
makers, stop to ask children what
they feel about their own tomoirow.

When querned as to why they are
rarely listened to, children were
quick to regpond:

“Adults don't think we're smart
enough.”

“They don't think our bralns are
big enough.”

“They don't know how to listento
us.”

But on Juhe 10 these peoplewho
are going to be most aflected by the
results of Habitat finally got a few
words in edgewise — and thiey were
partially thase of Chairman Mao
Tse-lung.

Addressing Habitat Forum on
behalf of the children’s conferénce,
teenager Alida Moonen summed

up with a quots from 1hie Chinese
leader: “Youth. the wortd Is yours
as wel as ours, bul in the last
analysis it Is yours... Our hope Is
placed In you."

The children called for deflnite
government action on such
problems as food, siielter, purifica-
1iOn ol water. health and energy.
Representing the senior con-
ference, Miss Mconen asked that
children’'s Ideas he heard and con-
sidered.

“Whal we ask is thatl you listen to

us and recognize us 8s citizens ot

~today, as well as citzens ol

tomorrow, and use our ability to 1he
fullest”.

Following this speech In the
Forum Plenary Hall, the Junior con-
ference presernied a variely of skiis,
essays, pcems and sofgs In a
nearby room.

One joint proposal put forward
by the childran was 10 _sink a
number o©f Buckminster Fuller
domaes to the bottom of the oGean
1o create an underwater city, Water
would be pumped out, air In. and
everybody including famlly peis
would live happity under the sea.

When visited one day a weex

before this, the Juniors were hard at *

it facing the problems of building
their own habital. Take, for ax-
ample, nine-year-old Jerry Rozon.
from Calgaty. He named his struc-
ture Happy wabhilat House but at
one point it was fooking rather sad.
Jeny was the foreman ot a team
of three pwulliing the roof on the
house Construction ground 10 a
hait when It was discovered
someone had neglected (o put up
one of the necéssary four walls.

Being a responsible leader, Jerry
jJumped into the breach, standing
on a chalr to hold up the roof
himself untll the mi«sing waell
magerialized, 0

But Jerty was not salisfled. The
roof needed still more support. Half
an hour later he had devised an
elaborate web ot string which tied
the ovarweligtit celiing to bars on
the gymnasium wall. i

Theresulting design would have
bsen the envy ot any enginser.

Jennifer Harris, aged t2 and a
University Hiil studeni, was busy
convarting blue dispasable diapers
into curtains. She explained that
“ours is the most underdeveloped
area but when we get our windows
up we'll catch up 1o the rest of the
gymnasium.”

The representative irom Edmon-
ton, Richard Mullan, aged 7 374,
was in charge of the sonstruction of
the “qulet corner” where dejegales
could relax.

Richard sectioned ofl his araa
with {ong benches and spread
mais on the floor, As a finishing
touch, he buill a platlorm from
which delegates could grab iong
ropes from the cerling and catapull
themselves over the gym floor.

He had Indeed

everylhing.

Taking time out, Richard explain-
ed his polcles and was quick to
comea to the point."Habltat means
people helping everybody In the
whole world. What we need
are more houses and to sall them
cheaper.”

Some of the children found It
hard to adlust to conference
decislon-m'aking. But Unjoo Lee,
aged 12 and from Kosea. didn
have that problem. “I'm the ona
who bosses everyone around.” she
said. “It's great. | love the power”.
Sha was heading up a equad
cutting out paper graas for one ol
the gardens,

Unjoo Is not completely power-
crazed. however. Says she; “If | \
and helpthe word hard enough. Il
succead ltke Mother Teresa".

Mother Teresa, the Cathollc nun
renowned for hér migsionary work
inindla. openad the children’s con-
ferance. Many other Impo:tamt
speakers als® addressed the
children, including Britiah
economist Barbara Ward and

thought of

Inventor-phllosopher Buckminster
Fuller himse!.

The Idea of the children's con-
feréence was first proposed to the
United Nations last August by
Australian delegate Norman Fisher,
wtio reters to ohlidren ae “the only
dreamers left In the world.”

Under the walchiul aye ot Hanne
Margstrand, 1he conference CO-
ordinator, the Save the Chlidren
Fund was able to raise-liie necessa-
ty funding In cooperation with aix
countries Inciuding Canada-

Norman Fisher’'s drearmers glued
and slapled their future 10Qelher,
Some hung by their heels from the
highest monkey bar, white others
struggled to hold up a walil.

Butl they all built their habitat
together. And thiat's whal “Hebitat
was all about, both for UN
delégalaa and children allke.”

.'




Use of audio-visuals
‘an unqualified success |

Whalever the evenlual impacl of
decisions made at Habltat,
delegates and organizers agree
that the innovative use of audic-
visuals at the Conference was an
unqualified success. )

"There was 3 general feejing
among delygates that we can't go
bactk to the old way ot doing
things,” said Malcolm Cobley,
manager of audio-visual design,

“And yet we Just scratched the
swface of the way audio-visuals
can be used at conterences ot this
sort,” he added

In all, some 230 audioviausil
presentations were brought to
Habilal by counlries, . liberation
movements, non-governmentsl
and Inter-governmaen tal
organizations and UN agencies,
About 175 of these were avallable
to delegates and media (n Arabic,
English, French, Russian or
Spanish in tull-tength versions at
the Project Presentation Centre
(PPC) in the Hyatt Regency Hotel,
and to delegates, media and the
public at the Playhouse Theatse
andg on (he cable television Habitat
station.

Operating from 8 am. 10 mid
night trom May 27 10 the end of the
Conlerence, the PPC averaged 200°
requesls a day for viewing.

Feedback trom the delegates at
the PPC was favorabla, many say-

ing the presentations were thg beslt
fez: ire ol the Conlerence.
Dally showlr:gs ot the fiims at the

Playhouse attrac:é¢ audiences
ranging from 89 to 100 pear cerit of

the 650-seal cagacity.

~ Capsule verslons ol the presen-

tatione also were avaltable to the
deiegates in ihe Pienaiy and w»n
Commitines 2 ano 3. Atlhe Plenary,
speakers aaxed tor 80 cagsutes, in
Commitiee 2 41 capsules were
shown, and 37 were aired In Com-
mittee 3.

“Despite the fact that capsules
were sl just arriving In Vancouver
in the second week 0! the
Conference, audio-visual slaf!' were
able to fill about 80 per cent of all
capsule screening reéquests” sald

One lasting result for Canada of
the Uniled Nations Habital conr
ference was acceptance of a jont
ofter by the Federal and ®rilish
Columbia gove’nments to fitance
the estabtishment o) a UN audio-
visual fibrary al the Unlversity of
British Cotumbia.

UBC announced just before the
Hebitat Conference that it was
selling up a Centre for Humen
Settlements al the Woodward
Instructional Resources Centre on
campus The Habital audio-visual
iibrary. with the 230 films and shde
shows {178 of them In fve
languages each) produced for the
Conlerence plus up to 10.000
Habtat documents, will now be in-
ciuded in the Centre.

An interim agreement was sign-

ed June 12,
it was leter reportied by the Van-

couver Sun that the costofthe UBC

human selilements centre wiN be
$6 million, shared equally by

Gerry Graham, audio-visual co-
ordinator.
The audio-visual conference

reality was very close (0 wlat was
originally conceived when Frank
Mayrs, director of creativa sar-
vices, Patrick Reid. nOw heed of
PublicAHairs in the-External Atl:airs
department, and Creighton
Douglas, director.generar of the
host program, first $at down to talk
about the shape of Habltal In the
fall of 1973,

The iaea of illustrating human
settlements sotutions through
tradilional three-dimensional dis-
plays was Quickly discarded as ro-
quiring toc much space and as
highlightng the dif'erence in
capabilities between rich and
developing countries !0 mount
elaborate expostlions.

Film was a natural atternalive —
not slick travelogues, but cinemalic
tustration ol problems, showing
and evaiuating solutions which had
tbeen tried. For mechanical and
practical reasons. a maximum time
limit of 26 minutes was set for each
film. To introduce people to the
content of each film. the idea of the
capsule on video-lape c¢cea-
sellas was concelved.

Other eariy decisions gave the
go-ahead to a closed-circult tele-
vision system to let delegates and
media know what was happerning at
other Conference sites. and to
programming on esting cable
networks !a bring the Conlerence
L0 the livierg roons Of British
Columbrans and noe! rooms o
delegaies. 3
Mr. Douglas' 1ask became one
which compiemented his previous
rotes wilh Canadian parucipation in
Expo 67 and EXpo 70 — he was the
intermediary between the creative
people. who enwissoned how the
audio-visual program would work,

UN AV library set up at UBC

federal and provinClalgovernments
and spread over the five-year Initlal
agregsment belween UBC and the
UN,

Yhe UBC Centre lor Human
Settteznents wlll be under the di‘ec-
tion of Dr. Peter Oberlander, one-
time heed ot the UBC Department
of Community and Regional flan-
ning and a former Secretary ot the
Ministry of State for Urban Affalrs.
Dr. Oberlander was a member of
the Canadian deiegation to
1972 UN Conterence on the Human
Environment in Stockholm and
played an instrumental role in
bringing e Habitat successor to

VYancouver.
If the UN General

approves the Interim agreemen;,
the audio-visuval library will hold the
copyrights ot the fiims for {lve years
and thaey will be available tor |l0an to
UN membér nations

the

Assembly

and the technical people, who had
tc find equipment and aystems
which wouitd both work and do the
jot wilh a minimum of expense.

“} | have any speclalty, it's that |
bring crealive people and softwara
‘users together with practical
technology,” he said. "I'm nof a
gambler — | take proven hardware
techniques and mska them |00k
new and diflerent. with geod odds
they will work and that the lotal
effect will be greater than the sum
of the paris.”

The engineering for the melding
o!f hardware anC sofware toOKk
more than two years, he said, and
solutions were never simple
because all guldelines and plans
had (o be constantly checked out
with and approved by the UN.

“For example, allowling
countries to send slide.tapes rather
than films was a compromise with
the UN, whose. spokesmen were
concerned that some countries
might nol be able to aHord 10 send
fhrn,” he said. This ctaused ad-
ditional technical problema, bul
they were meg,

Cangada played a vital role In en-
suring (hat developing’ countries
had both the technical expertise
and the money o produce their
own tilms. although about 50 slide
shows su!/ were submitned.

The expertise was provided by a
support unit from Lhe National Film

Board. co-ordinated bV Jim
Carney, whieh conducted regonal
Sesntnnded lor QFoducers dnd Hronde-

ed n.Ihe-feld l:aison 10 local kim-
mekers and & posi-production sub-*
unit in Nalrodl for Alrican and Aalan
producers

The money came from the UN
Environment Program ($660,000}
and from the Canadian Inter-
nétional Develo®»ment Agency
(CIDA), which conliributed
$645.000

The deadline for delivering films
to New York, in preparatian tor
language versioning-and transier (0
casselte, was Dec. 31, 1875. Unfor-
funately, but not unexpecledly, few
films arrived by that date, Some

arrived In January and February,
but the real flood came in March
and Aprii — and May.

Heving foreseen impending dis-
asier by,lan. |, CHS officials called
on Gerry Graham 10 co-ordinate
the cinematic Dunkirk, one day
after he retirad as d:rector of plann-
ing end research for the National
Film Board. Scratched prints, mia-
malcihed magnetic tracks and unk.
que puising systems tor slide
presentations were more the tule
than the exception, and the re-
quired number of reiease prints fre-
quentty did no! arrive, All of which
made versioning & bit of a night-
mare

“On May 30, about 35 per cenltof
all pragram elements were still in
transit to Vancouver. and on Jure 8
and 7 we were slill making copies of
capsule prints,'* Graham
said.”"Some 20 cartions of iilm cans
— with magnetic tapes mixed and
not properly latelled — arrived
June 5, and the Playhouse never
had“a day where its run was com-
plete as listed. in the-pre-printed
program.

Mr. Graham said that, despile
the problems, the program ended
up working very well technically.

‘Trouble-shooting all the

. problems. we tendad to have a dis-

forted picture from the hcst side’”.
he said. "But the user teedback was
very good and | thinok the results ol

Ihe user survey ny the International
B aasicast Insinulae fhowtd e vary
nnhc;nlnmr]@] '

That & did work technically wass | -

no accident. As Mr. Douglaa ssfd,
the technical pianning was lengtny

and invoived and, Mr. Graham
added, "we tiad the right people 1o
push the right buttons — it couldn't
have worked a8s an amateur
operation.”

cw v ———

Shown signing the agreemean: astablishing the Centre for Human Setile-
ments at the University of 8ritish Columbia are. from 1. tor., Justice M/nis
ter Fon Baslord, UBC Pressdent Dougias T. Kenny, and Urban Affairs Mi-
n/Ster Barney Ganson, in (he background are 8C Municipal Afleirs Minister
Hugh Curfis angd UN Maditat Secretary General/ Enrique FPesialosa.
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Water Day Walk |
stresses universal need

Pula'

Water I8 of such vitel concem 0
the peopie of Botswena, {iving aa
they do on ihe véry sdge ol Alrica'a
i¢alahari Devert, that the very word
for water — pula — is elsD a
national cheer equivalent to the
Japanease Banzai! — Long lifel

To raise your plass o “Pulai" Is
10 loast with the vaiy bes! ol wishes.

Yo cheer a tribat chiei or the
national president is to yell “Pule!,
for pula is the most important of
God's gilts. Withoul pula there is
nothing but windbiQwn sand.

And it’s not just that in two out of
hall a dozen rainy seasons there is
n tact little or no rain In Botswana
at al. even in wet summers sain
usually cloud-burss onto soll bak-
ed toco hard under the relentlless
Afsican sun to absorb it. and the
torrents of run-off overfiow nor-
mally dry river beds and cascede
off to South Africa and the s@a

A typical mud-hut villnge s lucky
¢ have ona or maybe two
boreholes, slendpipes to which
women frek many times a day ‘o
fetch all water needed for drinking,

19r cooking, tr washing, lor
bathing.
it's twue that .n northern

Botswana., beside e Okavango
Swamgs and long the Chobe River,
there's plenty of water and even a
fishing industry.

But it's tar from safe. To drink
this water or even to touch t means
contrgeling bilharzia, the ‘snail
tever' endemic 10 all stil or aluggish
water in most of Africe.

Through water-born blood
flukes. which cycle Irom snaits to
humans, passing righit through the
skin to attack the liver, bilhaszia
causes dabiiitastion and ghortened
lile-span. An outsider can go to
hospital for a penicillin shol ageinat
this scourge of Africa, but no
miracle drug can help Indigenous
pepples Irrevocably espcved to Ia
environment

Sale watar is the only angwer.

That's why, on April 6. Samanthea
and Palrick Rendsll, @380 9 and 8
years, joined the Habitet Worid
Water Day Walk in Vancauver. and
why lhey canwd placards which
were really colour photos showing
African women trudging home irom
the burehoie balancing heavy water
pal/la on their heads.

Samantha said her famlly iived in
Botswaria lor two years, Polnting to
ong of the ptiwoiog, she explsined:;
“That's ma with two of the girls we_

The water Day marcn. fed by Margaret Trudeau. mghiigniaa Conierance concern with provision 01 safe waler:
From 1. 1o r, Tha Honourabie RAon Basford, head of the Canadiarn defegalion. Farther George Mutoflo, member of
the Kenyan deiegntion and chairman ol Committee /: Jim MacNeili, Commissioner-General of the Canadian Hadi-
fat Secretariat; Margaset Trudeau, and Tha Monourable Barney Danson, President of the Conference.

lived with for a while in the village of
Mannkodi. They're cartying water
on their heads and ! wenl with
them; it was a long way".

“"When we went {0 Botswarna |t
hadn't rained hardly al sll for two
years and Mann%odl was Covered
in deep sand.” she went on.

“But they were lucky atter that
and there wastots-of rein and when
we went back in the fal! the grass
was up 10 my waist. You couidn't
seo the sand at e!l. The crops were
80 good thay eouldn’t get them all

¢ harvested."

Pula!

Lod by Margaret Trudeav, wife of
the Prime Minister, and Habitat
Commiltee 1 chairman George

Muhoho ot Kenya, several hundred
Water Day walkers carried sym-
bolic water palls 1 ¥ miles from
Spanish Banks to Habitat Forum al
Jericho Beach. A multinatllonal
‘group oldrummaers set the pacetor
marchers inckiding Vancouver
Mayor Art Phillips; Urban Affairs
Minister Barney Danson, president
d the Conference; Justice Minister
Ron Basford, head of the Canadian
delegation; MHabilal Secrevary.
Genera!t Enrique Peflalosa;and Jim
MacNaeill, Commissioner-general of
the Canadlan Habitat Secretarlal.

At the Forum, Mr. Penalosa told
the walkers and several thousand
others that. “of all the Injustices
afllicting the wortd, there Is none
more flagrant than d&livering free
to the homes of the rich what the
poor must buy by the buckeiful
ftom the back at 8 truck.' The
former Colombian agriculture
minister ssid that, in the planniag of
our sacisgties, we cannot forget how
much we nead water and how much

water we need, and how cioaely this
resousce is tled (o our hopes. for a
berter lite, especially tor the poor.

“With rising populations in the
years 10 come we will nead more
water for the growing of food," he
said. "We will need cleanar water 10
eliminate the worst causes of dis-
e3se and Infant mortalily which,
paradozxically, will be a major step
lo stabilizing population.*

Anthropalogist Margerel Mead
elaborated: “The price of clean
watgr means prevention of the
deaths of many children and ia 8
way of achieving a more balanced
population.

Dr. Mead said that i wouwd take
about 33 billion e year for the n@xt



decade to ensure clean water
throughout the worid.

Mr. Danson said many children
in poorer countries are afflicted
with disease from blith because the
only water suppiy available is thal
which also is veéed lor weshing and
detecaling.

"W#® need to malte our human
setllements iruly human, to make
them a place wherepaopie can sur-
vive and survive in dignity," he said.
“We need to provide goals and
commitments to provide each
village with clean, piped waler."

Mrs. Trudeau emphasized (o {he
water weikers that‘'we're all tired ot
words. What we wan! is commit-
ment — action, not promises.”

And Mr. Basford made that com-
mitment for Canada. This country
will ciean up ils own water supply
by the end of the ‘70s and press for
world water purity within a decade,
he sald.

“This is not an empty geslure.”
the leader of the Canadian delega-
lion added. "There are people in
our eountry who sttl dont have
clean drinking water.

"We need commitments nol only
from the national government but
aso trom the Pprovincial and

municipal governments 10 provide
clean waler in Canada by 1980 and
in the warld by 1888."

Appropriately, Committee 3
approved Habitat's first major
document a couple ol days later
calling on governments to provide
land, water and housing for their
poores! citizens.

Then the Plenaty Session 8lso
approved (he recommendation on
waler supply thal all governments
strive M@ achieve *“measurable
qualitative and quanttative largets
serving all the population,'
suggesting that programs be
adopled "with realistic standards
for quaiity and quantity to provide
water for urban and rural areas by
1880. « possible.”

The Habitat particlpants aiso
urged all governmenis (0 support
fully the United Nations Water

-/ Conlerence 10 be held next March

at Mar del Plata in Argentina.

In other words. Habita! adopted
the principle of world-wide ciean
water by
decade.Nextyear the detailsof how
o do ¢t may be worked out in
Argentina.

The World Water Day walkers-

couwld cetleinly drink to that, Pul8l

the end of the next

Success greets Forum staff

in influencing delegates

Graham Searle’'s name won't
appear on any official Unlited
Nations decument when Habltat
resolutions make their way back to
New York, nor willi those of hia
cohorts. But a3 much as any others,
these seven people helPed bring
the Forum and of!ietal conterences
loGether.

Searle was a lalson otlicial for
ACSOH, the Association in
Canada Serving Organizations for
Human Settlements which organiz-
ed Habilal Forum for the involve-
men! ot non-governmental
organizations (NGQGOs) in the
Conferencs.

Just like the UN Conference,
Habitat Forum al oullying Jericho
Beach met, debaled and presented
resolutions. But as it had 1o
statutory position of its own, the
Forum’s'main purpose was to eflect
the policy makers at the
governmental conference down-
town.

Searle set out 0 make (hat
possible.

In April, he arrived in Vancouver
after a successiul fve-month,
warldwide c¢gmpaign !0 raise

linanc:al supporf for NGQOs fromihe
Third World 10 be repradented ot

Habitat Forum. Hired initially by the
Canadian Habitatl Secrelariat. he
was able (0 collect $80,000

But with thils assurance 0! a
troad geographical representation
al the Forum, Seerle slil had to
make ceriain (liese psople and
their opinions could be heard.

The CHS had set up a con-
ference roOom, appropriately named
the NGO Lobby, in the central
Guoorgia Hotel where UN delegates
and NGO representatives allke
could meet and swap ideas. There
wasn't any stafl, but within three
days Graham Searle put togetner a
full inter-conterence llalson team.

Fobin Fried was the first \o sign
up. She is director of urban plan-
ning programs at the University of
British Columbia'a Centre for Con-
ftnulng Edwucation. With her
sacretary from the Centre, Kay
Pennant, Ms. Fried worked non.
stop to furnish the Georgla Hote!
with tta necesaary tools of com.
municalion.

Searle, from Britaln himsei,
recruited two voiunteers with whom
he had worked when director of the

Friends of 1the Earth Society: Dick
Jones, a London clly planner, and
Sue Cliflord, a lecturer on rurat
panning at Unlversity College In
London.

Two more Canadians completed
tho {eam: Gill Davidson, a graduate
o! lhe UBC Scho¢! ol Community
and Hegional Pianning, and Herb
Barbolet, executive direcior ot the
Community Planning Association's
B.C. division:

This team's mgsl important and
tima-consuming duty was (he con-
scientious dally monitoring of the
UN Plenary Session and the three
UN Commitiees, es well as the
many evenis el Habltat Forum,
4'%4 miles away Some ansnded (he
sessions in person while others
watched on tetevision monilors in
the NGO Lobby.

At each ddys end, some 120
pages of notes arrived on Searle’s
desk telling in detall whel happen-
ed al the official Conference. Now
the niglit's work was cut out tor him,
for by 9:30 the next morning he had
to be prepared 10 adgdress the
Forum on exactly what t(he
delegates downtown were up to.

HMe had LSt 15 Mminutas \Q 1ell all,
a deagimne ne shiygged ot by
saying: "Thema is noitihg thet
makes one moreauccinct than leas
time."

incteed, afler the hours of
diptomatic debate ano harangue &
was a {oy to listen to Seerle state
the blunt facts, “Commitiee 218 in a
right mess,”” he reported one day.

Speaking to 300 NGOs anollver
morning about what country was
lIkely to receive the coveted human
settlements centre. he described
himeell 38 “a bookie Qiving odds on
the new UN baby.”

The Searle sgeaking slylewasin-
formal, but his8 message clear.

However. the communication
had to work both ways tor there
be‘any point to Habitat For um. Said
Searle: "Wa had to realize lirst off
that, other than the otliclal address
given by J.Q. Van Putlen {chairman
d the internation® NGO Com-

L

mittee) on behalt of Habitat Forum
fo the UN Plenary Session, the main
Conference had no time tor the
NGOs .

“Yhe initiative rested with the
people themselves. They had to
stand up and make sure the
delegates 0ok nolce of them."

More olten han not, they stood
up and came running to Searle for
help getting in touch with the
delsgates.

Searles answer was a lesson in
basic potlitics: Phone them at their
hotels. Damonstrate in the streets.
Monitor the committees so you
know what youre tatking about,
Above all, it came down to the same
thing, that the NGOs musl take the
first step.

tn an et'ort to further bridge the
gap between concerned NGOs and
the official delegates, Searle held a
bull session daily at 7 p.m. when all
were (ree from conference
sessions, The press was invited as
welf.

Sparks otien flew over such |
llammable (SSues as auclear
powar, but at 'east delegeles and

NGOs wease 1atking wogethec. The
Sedrie thecry was sinpla

\

4we !

could never get through o the ,

delegates on the confterence floor

itself Il was up to us (0 butionhoie
them on our own,”

To coerce delegates into the
NGO Lobby there were & variaty of
Searle strategias ranging from a
polite invitation to discuss maltets
over a dUrink, to demonstrations, to
a needling story in Jericho, the
Habltat forum newspaper.

The impaortarit thing was (hat #
seemed to work. On tite third dayol
the UN Conterence, Papua New
‘Guinee proposed to the commitiee
considering conservation of energy
thal a commitment be made ¥
renewable energy systems such as
solar power, t&8ther than potenlially
dangerous nuciear powes.

This was the lirst time Ihe nuclear
question had been oftlicially ralsed
in the UN Conference and it
resulted trom the efloris o! the
Searle team in finding a delegation
(Papua New Guinea} that would
suppor! the 300 people from 200
non-governmental  organizatiois
fighting so strongty on (his issue.

\
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Despite sharp debate, Habitat
lays foundation for action

Featuring whét may de the longest bar in the worid, the Socra; Helf at Habdite! Forum became a {ocal pointtore -
tertainmen!, discussion and general sociaj activilies.

Deciding the tuture of the seven-
hectare Habltat Forum site et
Jericho Beach may be as rocky and
frusirating as the paraliel con-
ference’s search tor unanimity ol
purpose during ils 16.day lite, from
May 27 10 June 1.

From the day Forum opened, it
was besel by cold and rainy
weather, by a smatlier regstration o
NonGovernmental OQyganizations
than was expected. and by debates
concerning forum's purpose and

Iis relationship 10 the official
Conference downtown.
Jan Van Putten, the Duich

chairman of the NGOs. maintained
throughout that politics should not
be kept out of the Forum and, in-
deed, polilics played a major roie in
Yhe dispute over Forum's declara-
tion to the official Conference, com-
pleted during the first week, That
declaration aeliciled a ‘‘counter
statement” from e number of U.S.
groups, objecting to its politicel
tone and etating that much of the
declaration did nol represent the
NGO community.

The pressure genecated Oy the
counter statement led 10 a sécond
draft of the Forum dec!eration Iate
in the second week but like

previous NGO conferences before
it, Forum adjourned without
philosophical soligarity,

The diverse and eclectic at.
mosphere prevailing at tha Forum
dio not mean that the NGO
Conference was not swiccesstul,
howeves. The emphasis upon seil-
help and eppropriatetechnology in
Farum exhibits and debales had an
etiect upon 1he officia; Conference
delegsates. Forum offic:als said. and
influenced Ihe {erminalogy of some
Hagitat recommendations, par-
teccularly thos# for national action.

Chuck Bayley. Forum’s direclor
of madia facilities, said thst
although only 3,500 NGO delegates
registered al Habitat Forum, ™at
least’ 120,000 people passed
ibrough the Jericho site during its
Ihree-week lite, end on weekend
site fours before the Conference
opened.

But perhaps the most inferasting
views of what happened at the
Forum can be séén in “Listening to
the Reat of the World", reprinied
from the last ltsue of Jericho, the
NGO dsily newspapef, which
jollows. .

Oh, yes, the future of the Forum
site: 's uhdecided. Wary Of expen-
sive maintenance ¢osis, the Van-
couver Park Board — which con
frols the property and had planned
to develop the wateriront land jor
park ahd recrealionai purposes —

has.reactivated and expanded the
Jericho Advisory Commitiee, and s
planning Yo tear down the fences
surrounding the site and ge! gs
timates of how much it woulid cost
te renovate the pPlenary hall inlo a
public meeting hail that complies
with city bylaws.

While the park board favors
green space but is vielding p
public pressure to presetve sdme
of the butldinQs, scores of others
kave \¢ssed countes proposals up
for discussion:

+ The Forum staff wants a small
sawmiti on the site to custom-cut
lumber at cost for use in reglonal
district parks and playgrounds. The
staff wanted other facilities open {¢r
concerts, plays and craft tairs, but
lost its batlle to keep ali 1acilities —
including the bar — tamporarily
open untl September.

+ A film-maker from India wants
the buildings tumed Into movie
studios.

» Members of the Vancouver
Sytnphony Orchestre want the
buitd:ngs used for the visuai 8nd
parforming arts.

+« Track and fleld people wani a
plase 10r fraining young athietes.

*+ The Blicycling Association ol
B.C. has cealied for cycling tralls on
lhe s1t@ — 3 praposal which a
spokespersan sald weuld accem-
mogdate everyvody: "Cnidren can
do it. \ndians can do it and women
don'l have t¢c apologize tor it."

*» And the Musqueam indian
Band, whose ancestors originaliy
occupled the iarid, say they want it
back.

r
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On a personal level, Habllat
Forum was a suc¢cess. But as a
learning experience and a globval
exchange of views, it letl something
to be desired. Those were the con-
clusions of ebout 20 Forum
delegates who discuseed ‘their
reaclions to the Forum in a three
hour late night session at the
University of British Columbia.

Marjorie Staples of Alberta said
thal, three months before, she had
not known anything about Habitat.
But she had learned a 1ot aboul
setilemen! problems, what NGOs
are. and what they can do. “We've
seen local imitiatlve and global
perspective. What's Important now
is what we do whén we go home.”

Ruth Ailen of the Sierra Club,
who s a California architect, said
she had found a lol ol renforce-
ment al the Forum tor ideas she
had been trying to put into practice.
“For the past five years | have had
the teeling that | have been working
on projects which were isrelevant. |
have been heartened and en-
couraged by what ) have heard al
the Forum.” »

A large audience listens 10 @ petformance by the Vancouver Symphony

Joan Coady o! Ireland,
representing the Assoctated
Country-women ot the World. said
she had come !0 Habitat because
she wanted to be part of a world
conjerence discussing global
problems. "] came 10 hear the rest
ol tha world: | lee! like a world
citizen. and | think we behaved as a
world family."

Wendy Bodman. of the South
Alrican Councll for Conservation
and An%-poilution, sard she was
sent 1c make contact with other
conservation organizations

“My inpul to |he main
Confecrance was nil because South
Africa is not &n acceptable member
of the UN. But 1 made contact with a
number o! conservation societies,
and collected a kit of paper.”

She said she had been Impress-
ed by the whole soncepl! of par
tictpation. "f have come to believe
that the lack of public participation
{s perhaps the main weakness of
South Atrican society.”

Orchesira in Hangar 5, which also served as the plenary hall for the Forum,

Worid renowred anthropoiog:st AMargere! Mead spoke several times during
the course of the Conkerence.

®:%

5

The group unanimously
regretted an underrepresentation
of the Third World at Habitat. Penny
Clarke, a family planning worker
from» London, sard themoney spent
on the Forum sile would have been
betler spent on travelling
fellowships for people from Asia,
Alrica and Latin America."UBC or
Simon Fra%er Universily could have
accommodated the Forum. We
needed the views of the Third

World more than views ol the
mountains from the doors ol
Hengar 5.

But C. Capel-Boute of Belgium
defended (ha site as a "working e x-
ample of what a human sestiement
should be. R mixed work. ari,
leisure, In a single experience, in-
stead of artificially separating them
3% our lives normally do.”

Descriting the hangars as “well
venillated," she observed that
coughs and sneezes usually heard
In air conditioning and actlficial
heallng were conspicuously
atsent.

Cave Camgball of the Yaung
Democrats of Washington State
thought some of the Forum
se3sions stwuld have been bsoad-
cast In the soCial centra. “it they
had been, some of the pgople from
Vancouver might have gone away
— or got involved.”

Forum translation facilities cameo
in for heavy crlficism from thosa
whose first language was not
English. John Sandelman of
Washingion, D.C., who is fiuent in
Sevaral languages, commented:
“None of the translations in French

|- . N s el wly

ard Spanish have bean correct.

They have been misleading. or
frequently wrong,"

Ms. Capel-Boute said that, after
trying to listen to the translations,
she decided to depend on her own
knowledge of Spanish and English.-

Keikkik Katera of Finland praised
the film pregramme for helping to
bridge the language gap. “8But the
Forum tacllities were technically
poor compared with those a! ihe of-
ticial conference,” she added.

Biorn Roe. a Norwegian architect
who camae to learn more about his
particular field, said he had dis-
covered fittle that was new. “The In-
formation qualltatively was notona
very hugh level, but the Forum was a
posilive soctal experience.”




~quenlly,

16

The behind-the-scenes story

of conference arrangements

(4

The care and nurturing of 2,600
delegates, 270 United Nations statf ,
and 1,618 accraditad media
represantativas required complex
plenning by the Canadian Habitat
Secretarial's conference 8ervioes
and Instalialiors directorates —
oomplela with test runs of detalled
sceénarios and last-minute
revislons.

For Herb Graves and Mike Levy,
director and deputy director o! con-
ference services, 1he planning
began In July, 1975. when the first
projections for security, medical,
printing and sccommodation needs
were made. More detailed accom-
modations and accreditalion plan-
ning. Including host/hosiess neads.
got under way in Decomber and
mid-January a8 mora 9tafl were
hired.

RCMFP and clity police con-
suitanta began laking a fulltime in-
lerest In Conlerence preparations
by late March. just as the massiwe
Job of interviewing and hiring
members of the hosting corps was
being completed.

in all. some 250 blue-sulled

s and hoResses — acting es
messangesre, Inlarmalion aldes,

documentation Clerks. guides and
media assislants — worked.during
the basic three-week Conierence
period. - And some 150 privale
esecurily personnel and another 15
t0 230 RACMP and city police
members worked to keep
Conterence sites calm and relaxed
over three shifts a day

Additlonally, about 200 regular
and resecve miklary personnel
stafled 130 cars end trucks in the
Conference transporiation system,
making key deliverias and
chautteuring delegates as an
augmentation to the Conferenee
bus system, provided in coc¢pera-
tion with B.C. Hydro. The mliltary
drivers came Ilrom Canadian
Forces basss througliout westech

Canada, from Comox, BC. fo
Shilah, Manitoba.

Maedica! statiowa at all
Conference s8iles and al the

Cperalions Centre were ussd Ire-
Mr. Graves sald, and
geveral 98rious cases — mostly in-
volving cardlac problems — ware
treatad.

Conterence regisvation and
eccreditation went more smoothly
then expected, Mr. Graves added.
Heoeviest dates weve during the
Preparatory Committee and pre-
Couference consullations. May 28

and 28, and dusring the weskend
immedialely preceding 1the
Confererice opening, May 28-31,

But there ware probtems Involv-
ing accammodation, he seid. Pre-
registration and accommodation
requests came in much move
slowly than anyone anlticipated
-="We didn't get one particular
country’'s accommodation request
until Jurne 151" — and Vancouver
hotels dsmanded guaranteses for
rooms which had been bloc-
booked. \

The Secreteriafg final hotal vills
heve not yet been tellled, but thay
are expected © be in excess of
$200.000. largely baceuse moat of
the guaranteas were made & hotels
neerest 1o Conierence siles.

"Early eccommodalion requestk
stated delegales wanted 10 stay at
Ihese hotels.” Mr. Graves seld. 'But

L Y

once they got here and examined
the prices and their per diemas,
many ¥ansferred 10 1658 expénsive
hotels."

The largeacale iranslers llkely
would not have happened, he
added. Y the expeacted number of
NGO delegates had arrived ‘o at-
tend Habitat Forum.

"We were naarly right on with our
estimate of 2,800 delegales,” hs
8aid. “But the Forum Reople had
gstimated 10,000 delegales —
which dramatically atfecled our
dooking piens — and Only about 3.~
900 showed.

“If they hsd coms, thay woukd
have ll/led the outlying holels end
the Oalegares would have stsyed
putn L

*

* One delegation. he noted. moved
five times during the Conference,
and another walked straight
through the lobby of the hotal for
which they had pre-regisiered —
and disappeared out the back
door,

Other problems experianced by
confarence servicas were minimal
or expectad. Mr. Graves sald. ex-
cept for changes fn documentation
distribution and printing needs re-
quested by the UN Habitel
Secretarlat.

The UN stafl had projected lhey
would print about twe milion
sheets of Conference documenia-
flon in the Operasions Centre print
shop dunng 1he Conference per|od.
In fact, more than that number were
printed before the Conference
opened and a toial ot ten mililon
sheets went through the print shop,

Similarly, the UN staif had re-




quesied only small gpace In the
west end of Habitat Pavlillon tor d|s-
trlbution of unolficial documenta-
tion — primarily the books and

Qifts brought by deiggation
other delegations. ot @ for

The inadequacy ol this arrange-
ment became obvious the first day
Of the Conference, Mr. Graves said.
Thrée rooms wera opened in the
Hotel Vancouver, more space was
added et the Operations Centre,
the NGO documentation was mov.
eq_lo the YWCA and some In.
dividual countries — lika Sweden

—~ opened their own centres in the
Four Seasons Hotel,

For Claude Servant, director of
Infrastsucture/installations, Habitat
began In the spring of 1974 — the
beginning of several months of
Studying sites throughout the Van.
Couver area to determine exactly

where the Conference should be
heid.

By early 1975, the decision had
been made (o vlllize s@eral down-
town locations — the Queen
Elizabeth Theatre, the Motel Van-
couver, the Hyatt Regency, and the
still-under-construction Holidsy Inn
VancouverCity Canire:
|II Because the sites were booked
by othesr hote&] clients until just
hours or days betore the
Conference opened. 1975 and early
1976 were spent In elaborate
| engineering and scheduling plan-
ning. The interiors ot Conterence
tooms, audio-visua\ dlaplay arets
angd all anclllary services areas had
10 be prefabricated as much as
possible, always remembering that
they had to be put together in a
minimum amount of time.

The Hotel Vancouver presented
the greatest ciiallenge, Mr. Servant
sgid. Two conference roonis,
documentation and oflice areaas —
inciuding more than 500 large
pieces of furnliure, about 1,000
chairs. and miles ot telephone and
television cabies — on several
floors had 10 be gssembled in 24
houra.

The Queen Elizabeth Theatre,
site of lhe Plenary session, had ©
be pu together in 36 hours. This
site wes the most difficult
fechnologically, Mr. Servant sald,
because of the useot the protoype
Eldophor rear-projection s<rean on
stage. But technical siaff were able

to install and test the screan prior to
the last-minute push,

“The biggest prodlem at the QE
was not putting it together, but ek -
ing it apart,” he added. "After the
close of {he Plenary, we had only 12
hours to disassemble Il and clear
thethealre s0 arock band could set
up for a concert the f(ollowing
evening.”

The removal operation had a
Keysione-cops-hustie alr because
S0 much equipment was Involved
— some 11 tons on stage alone,
Included in the exodus were the
Eldophaor screen, the podlum,
almuitaneous Interpretation booths,
desks, Information countera,

documentation centres, camera
platforms, additional television
ligtiting, the delegates’ desks, and
all lhe equipment and furniture in
the UN executlve and conterence
services slatf otlices,

At the Hyatt Regency, the In.
steltations workers. cortracted
from private companies, had two
days to put together the
Conference room and anclllary
areas, and four days to Install the
Project Presentation Centre. The
seven days' lead-time at the Hofi-
day inn mede the pace there seem
almost leisurely by comparison, Mr.

.Servant said.

All sites excepl the QE were
cleared within48 hours of the close
of Conlerence operations at that
vonue.

All the work went according to
plan, Mr. Servant said,

“There were a number of iast-
minute changes, and we were abie
10 accommodete them. bul it caus-
ed seme headactiies.”

“The site managers — Steve
Turner. Eric (saac, Don Rowe.
Cathy Alkenbrack, Elleen Truscolt,
lL.eah Errington and Roblin Corner
— did a tremendous job, and regily
enabled It to happen,” he added.
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TV coverage provided by
short-lived Habitat Station

Scene:

Art Hives. grey hair glistening
blonde under the harsh studlo
lights at Habilat Station in the Hotel
Vancouver, siraightens the kno\ on
his tle for the fourth time in four
minutles. and authoritatively af-
nounces under his breath: "Cubs
today introduced an amendment in
Committee 2 that \hreaterxs a major
schism beiween the developing
world and the countries of the Wes!
at the plenary session ofthe United
Nations Conference on MHuman
Setllements.”

A voice from behind a caméra
says. "Flve minutes, Art,” and he

‘replies again, even more
authoriativaly; "“Cuba 10day In-
troduced...” .
scene:

Master control. a room across
the hatl from the studlo, a row of in-
tense, quiet peopie tace a bank of
15 television setls, some showing
what is currently on Channel 10,
iwo showing Art Hives straightening
his \le in black and whiteandone in
colour.

Cenire man in the row of people
ia Rod Riskin, director, the only one
who speaks In the room. On his left
a his script aasiatan! who does al'l
the ttming tor the news broadcast
Rob is abowt 10 tape On his rght
are a swiicher and an audio
operator and behind him atelecine
operator.

Rob's voice says: ''Roll and
record. up with the lape. Siand by
studio. One minute 10 the tioor.”

A whirr ol fitm is tolowed by a
voice announcing: “"Man. sheiler
and the glonal search for saiutiona,
Thia ts Habitel. Vancouver. 1876."

Rob's voice overrides il again
saying, "Up and cue Art" and the
graphics appear on onhescreen, the
slides which are behind him on
anothes, while Art Hives is on
another screen saying: "Cuba tod-

ay introduced...”
b wl-w

Another news broadcast IS un-
derway, to appear on fiim at 7 p.m.
in living rooma across the lower
mainland and in \he hotel rooms of
the delegates.

These scenes were replayed
each day, twice a day, with Pameta
Marntlin doing the Morning Brieting
al 8 am. {repeated at 8 a.m.) and
Art Hives In the evening.

Habital Station was a television
network created for a3 single pur-
pose and with a limited Iie.

I\ existed only from May 31 to
Jung 11 10'broadcas: the Habital
Conterence, then 1\ disbanded.

Bul it oGk months of work \orget
the etation 0 the point whare It
could pul on a professional news-
cast twice a dey. |

The pace skws tem@oraridly n 1he Master Gontrol room of Habitat Stalion as slatf prepare (Or the evening nvws

broadcest.

Almost the entire gQradualing
class O\ the Brilish Columbla In-
stitute of Technology i broadcast
communicalions was hired to bhe
the technical crew.

“They were {irsirate,"” Program
Pirector Joe Wiesenleld said, “bul
\hey were handicapped by lack of
famlliarity with the equipmem\. The
equipmeni wasn’t fully operations!
unli! the day they went onthe air so
they weren 't able {0 practice \or \wo
weeks first as had been planned,"

Three months betore the lirst
broadcast. Mr. Wiesenfeld hed 10
gel 200 maps made up, oblain
slides ( "We had e bigges! slice
library 0! anyona who had anylhing
0 do wilh Habila!"), prepare
animated flilm clps (station Iden-
Mfiers) which were all variations on
the iogo theme, work oul with
Malcoim Cobley, manager of
audlo-visual gervices. exactly what

the statioh would carty, hire siaft,
assign funcsions.

"We never had a news Stoly we
couldn’t illustrate,'” Mr. Wiesenteid
said, \hey were so well prepared.

Mabita! Station’s basic Intention
was ¢ provide a wider access 10
the Conterence for \he B.C. com-
munily and aiso to ry 10 improve
communications for the dejegates
and media at Habitat Itselt, sald Mr.
Wiesenteid.

Audio-visual presentationa,
prepared for the Conference by
participaling counfiries 10 show
human seitlements problems and
tieir solutions, were shown from 7
to 10 a.m. and from 8 p.m, uniil
midnight each weekday.

There was also a more extensive
showing of flims during the June 5 -
6 weekend, e midpoint of the
Conference

Live coverage of the sessions
was shown Irom 10 a.m. uniil 1 p.m.
and from 3 unill 6 p.m. each
weekday. Of the Plenaiy Seaslon
and three committees, one waa
teievisaed live. with videotapes of
olhas seleCted sessiona shown'
later.

.There was orlginsily 10 bea mid-
day newscas! al 1;.15 as well but It
was dropped atl the start of the
Conference. On the other hand,
French newscasts ware added.

information supervisor Jacks
Wolt said French-speaking
delegates from Alrica and Asia e8-
pecially were upsetl at not being
able 10 get internasional news In
Vancouver — and surprised, since
they'd been told Canada was a
bllingual country.

As a service 10 them, the Cana.
dian Habital Secretarial arranged
with the CBC 10 broadcast On
Habital Station the main evening
newscas\ from Radio-Canada In
Montreal. I\ was aired at 11 each
evening arnd repeated &t 7 a.m. the
next day. :

This was the first time a CEBC
program had ever appearad on &
community cable channel,



Mr., Wiesentald sdld
programs originated Irom Habltat
Forum more often than was
originally anticipated. A reguler
pari ol the programming was a haif-
hour magazine-fo‘rmiat show Ifrom
the Forum at 7:15 each evening,
produced by Forum aite producsr

. Al Clapp.

Another fece whichh became
famliiigr to viewers was that o! Pat
Camney, Assistant DirectoeGeneral
ol information for the Canadlan
Habitat Secretartal, who was the
host of Habllat Worldview, the
showing of audlo-visual presen-
\ationa.

Behind (he scenes on the news
broadcasts ware Mr. Wiesenfeld
and Grant Elliol, who wrote the
ne~s broadcasts on two shifis.
They didn't have a news stal! or
direct access 10 a news siatf 9o had
to get news ikems from the United

" Natllons Office of Fublic Infor-
mation, Habitet Forum spokesmen,
a Canadian Hebitat Secretariat
newsgathering team and the U.N.
Habitat Secretariat.

Habitat Station used cable for
disiribution, arranging with ell-the
cablecompanies In the B.C. Lower
Maintfand and a8 cocuple on Van-
couver [8isnd \o Supply aN
programming to them for the 12
days from May 31 t%© June 11,

"Essdhtiaily weé created a

Channal 10 network.  Mr.
Wiesenteld said. ,
The idea ot 1he television

network originated be<ause all the
equipmenl was being Installed
anyway to supply other re
quirements and make a videatape
record o! the Conference. This
turned out 10 be one of the biggest
problems Ffabitat Siatlon had to
face.

Master Contrel was dealgned (0
meel tloo many needs and Habital
Saation had (o0 share the same
tacilitles wilh other functhong such
85 capsule playback 10 committee
rooms and ciosed circult rouling of
video feeds (each committea room
was able {0 se@ what was going on
al other committee rooms and the
Forumy} i

On top of everything, detegates
wouvld bring in fllms to be
translarred ontc video-lape —
us.ially In a great rush.

“fhe basic use of the equipment
was lo archivally record everylthing
that happened.” Mr. Wiesenfeld
sgid. “This was the first conference
touse audio-visual equipmentin an
innovetilve way.” (QOver his
shoulder director Rob Riskin says,
“Peflajosa next on lelecine’, while
Mr. Weisenfeld whispers, “"He's a
great director. He never mekes a
mistake.” Then “Take 2 cue Ari.
And go to black.")

live

Targets for ,wdrld action
set by Vancouver Symposium

- Edilor's Note: Jusi prior o the of-

licial opening of Habltat 24 experia
in various drsciplines mel in a Van-
couver hotel room to explore iha
basic problems afiecling human
seitlements and human susrvival.
Among those pariicipating were
Barbara Ward, Margarel Mead,
Buckminster Fuyller, French
geographer and writer Jean Gott-
man, Argentinian archilect Jorge
Hardoy and Maurice Strong, former
head of the United Nallona Environ-
ment Program end president of
Petro-Canada.

On May 30 this Symposium
Issued a Declaration and on June 7
released a summary of the Dectara-
tlon and comments on some of llw
early reactions to it. Below afe ex-
tracts Iroin this summary, which we
believe cover tl'e main pointe made
by the Sympdoslum al Habltat.

 » o

...The particlpants In the Van-
couver Symposium would like to
underline once more their convlic-
lion... that all particular and tem-
porary political Issues should glve
place to re¥lute and concerted ac-
tlon 0 turn the worid's sattiements

from areas or potential breakdown,
violence and daspair and give lhem
rnstead tne prormise of becorming

trufy human communines

To achieve (his over-ridiyg ob-
jective, certain pri®files must be

¢{1).Clean water should ha provid-
ed (0 all people In ali senlements by
a specific date. say 1980, and
budgetary aftocstions fixad il this
Conference 0 make the objective
altainable

(2) The control of land use must
be \he resgponsibility of the com-
munity end planning must extend
to the whole ot the nationd
ferritory.

(3) The wunearnsd Indoement
created by changes in the value of
land must be secured o the com-
munity.

{(4) Energy for ell SettieMents
must be secured but the variety of
possible sources of energy and the
vast potential ol less wastalul use
give humanity tme not to be
stampeded into a proemalture
nuclear oplion. Every aid must be

~
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~

given 10 the energy-pod’ countri€s
in  developing environmaniaily
scceptable alternative sources of
energy Maanwhle, a moralorium
on nyclear power gonoration
shoutd be put Inlo eflect 1o give
more tme for a tull and rational
assessment of the possible
problems posed by the generalion
of nuclear power and th® manage-
ment of nuclear wastes.

{5) Setttements must be built,
maintained and renewed n ways
which and 1he presen! completely
undccepledle distorhons In the gis-
Iribution of income, opportunities
and amenities betwe¢en 1he rich and
the poor both at the globai levsl and
within each country.

(6) Seiftiemant planning musit be
basad upon a full understanding
and resesrch ol the environmenial
éndowment of countries, reglons
and the whole pjanet.

- (7) Citizens must be permitiad {o
participate in the declisions which
mould their communitlas betore
directions ere fixed and gpolicies sel
last In steal and concrele.

{681 Ali Infernational agencies,
public and prwvate. activa v the
area 0f human settiaimenls, must as
n firgl Prygrily work with locaf critizen
bodies. acadefhic institulions and
resyareir groups in order to ensure
that the weslith and varlety of
valués, cullurea and traditions in

human society are presérved In the

wofrld's settlemonts...

Etfective action In humam
settlements requires the realizalldn
of earlier governmental reaotutions
ieken in such areas aa:

+ the monitloring and presaorva-
tion of the lile suppor systems of
1he biogphere — air, s0il, fsh, fresh
water and the oceans {Stockhoim
1972).

*» (he provision of adequate
nuyygion, materna and child care,
and family planning esrvice
avaitable tocoupl®s and individuals
to secure the survival of chlidran
and a consequent reduction 1R
tamity size (Bucharest 1974),

« the crealion Of amevgency
lood stocks, the bullding of a world
grain reserve system and a large .
crease In Investment In Third Wosld
agticulture (Rome. 1974);

» the participation of women if
evely stage o1 the design. planning,
implementation end evaluation of
the development procass at ell
jevels of society. global, navonal
and loca! (Mexico. City 1974)...

=3

Settements can become *lead
sectore” in tha healthy maintenance
of ann economy or |n I8 necessary
growih The resourees and labour
of all kinds required for this over-
riding priovity are avadable. But it '
can be impeded by lack of political
will. It can be blocked by methoda
of developmend wtiich put “growth
first and redistribution later” and
legve soclely with vested inlerests, .
private end public, which become
impaasable obs\acias 0 social
equalily and (ul perticipaton. To
put an end to the profound Ine-
quilies in Income distribution and In
citizen participetion In all socielles,
developed and developing allke, I8
the fiundamental purpose ot making
humane and deceni eettiemenis
the central organizing principle of
soclety and o! the economy..,

»~ The rainorcement of In-
\ermediate cities end rural
sotiements 10 <creste 3sySems
which swengthen agricuilure and
Jesaen thopressure on thé biggest

cives, .
- The creallon 01 hetter-

balanced communities in which tha
mix of ditleres soclal groups, oc-

cupaliona. houvamg and amenilies
ends mil forens oY asocial

segregation,

s |n developing socisties, 'the

| encaursgamert In MIQMAM com-

muorrithes—of-the full range of "self.
help”. 6y means of gscusity of
terure and aasistance with essen-
tiai sprvices.

= Tiwintroduction of consesving
ey racychng servicas .

i The astion of national,
réeglonal end local govemmen| %
razpond tn Ve new—emPhasie- on
human settiemen’s,

« A commitment on tha pan of
the Inlematona community %
make the basic servicas in human
sanjements a first call on capital
AERISTRNCD. -

= A néw drection In research
and ecedenmic instiwwtions tc glve
the pfoblems Ol eatiemants (he
attentionrarnd-the data-base they re-

Quire
+ A pledge taken here at Habiat

10 set in moton the ative
process of settiement devaéiopment

angd-tmprovement.
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Media play key role
in impact of conference . .

L

“It was the smaothest-runningin-
formation show | have ever
wilnessed."”

That was how William C. Powaell,
Oirecror of the United Nations Of-
lice o! Public information, assessed
Ihe media services provided by the
Canadian Habita! Secrelariat.

Mr. Powell is a veteran of the
1972 Stockholm UN Conference on
the Human Environment, the UN
Atomic Energy Conference in
Geneva {n 1973 and 1the 1874 World
Population Conlerence In
Bucharest.

He camea 10 Vancouver with a 45.
member UN statf to produce daily
Conlerence agendas and sum-
mariee of proceedings in print,
audio and video, in English, French
and Arablc. CHS assisted by
providing eight French-spezking
reporters and editors.

In terms of news coverage, Mr.
Powell said, {{abltal was certainly
the b:ggest-ever UN meeting out-
side New York. At the final count
1.618 persons wete accredited as
journalists.

About - hall of (hese were
Canadlan. with the Vancouver
media ol courge laading the peck.
The Vancouver Sun and Province
took #he precaution of accrediting
their entire newsrcooms right up to
the top editors and even publishers
— a to1af of 128 persons.

Many others with green ID tags,
CHS stall said, had rather tenuous
media connecticns. Some were
delegales spouses who came
along by getiing accreditation
through their hometown newe-
papera and such. Some were lob-
byists from federal and provincial
governments. Qthers were
propagandisis with cause
publicalions, inclined to give long
statements ot thelr own at press
conferences ralher than stick to
asking queslions.

The United States accounted for
267 media accreditations, tiny
Fintand for 16, bul the Soviet Union
only \wo — Viadimir Matyash of
Tass and Atexander Palladin ofthe
Novosti Press Agency.

Moat ol the 102 accredited Mex-
ican journalisis actually left Van-
cQuver soon efter President Luia
Echeverria addressed the
Conference opening day.

Stil, a count of media represen-
tallves glves some Indication ol
how other nations rated the Impor-

Ovear 1600 tournalists 1rom ali over the world covered the 12-day Contsrence.

tance of Habitat. Britain, for ex-
ample, had 33 journalists at the
Conterence while Frence and Italy
accredited only eight each. West
Germany had 14 and Japan 22.

O! the East Bloc count:les,
Hunga:y sent one, and Yugoslavia
seven.

Ot the Third World nations, Indla
sent thred media represenlatives
and Ghana, Uganda, Zaire and Ivo-
ry Coast one each, Tiny Gabon dis-
palched four.

Nineteen Iniernational newe
agencies and major nawspapers
were provided with their own office
space on the sacond floor ol the
Habitat Media Centre. while other
journalists could pound out thelr
gslories on no less then 270
typawriters on the maln floor and in
the four mgdia sub-cenires al ma-
jor Conference altes around fown,

They could ftle their reports by
telex or cable by using one of 28
spacial telephone boothsinsidethe
media room. Their stories otf their
chests, journalists cculd relax
and chat wilh colleegues over a
drink at a small stand-up bar In the
same area.

When they weren’t attending
press conferences or Plenaiy of
Commitlee sessions, journalists
could afso view more than 230
audio-visual presentations — full-
lenPth or three-minute capsules —
that dolegallons had brought to
Vancouver. The capsules, as waell
85 Conterence proceedings, could
be viewed on several large
television-prolection ac:eens in the
Medla Centre.

During the two weeks in Van
couver Lhere were more than 50
press conferences relailed fo
Habitat (nol counling those at
Habitat Forum where media
facilitiea were much more limited)

with 33 o1 them inthe Media Centre
brieting room on the ground floor of
the Habitat Cperav¥ons Cantre.

When Habitat openad May 31,
Minister of State for Urban AHairs
Barney Danson told reporters Im-
mediately afler his election as
Conterence President: ‘“The
success of Habitat will depend %o a
large extent on the preas — on (he
cooperation you wlil give us in reis-
ing public awareness ol human
setliements Issues.’”

Considering the large media
accreditation and the miltions of
words dissemtnated {hroughout the
wo?id during the two briel weeks in
vancouver, the presa indeed
played an Importantrole In Habital.




