‘The countdown is on for

a successful conference

l Countdown 1

| I'n just over one year rrom now,
| Hab:tat Unitea Nanons Conference
on Mumar Seilliements will begu |n
vancouve: 3ul many ol the mos!
fmpottan! Habitat activiies mus!
lake place in advance o! the
Foovnilfpasen e sl ‘Thnes AR rde
Nk P2OCeNSEs JC .. vOlve INE vantlus
‘avel\a ang GBOD(#I\\O'\\Q o1
governments. nen-govarnmental

vrganmnizations, nstitutions. and
privale cizens

The Habltat RParticipatton
Secretariat of \ne Ministry of State
for Urban Attairrs aims te grve all
| Canadhian$ an opportunity o con-
Iribute 1o Conference preparations

tt this aim s 10 be ach:eved, 1t will
require carelul adherence te a
timelable. which governs the way
the vartous par:s of thepreparatory
proLyss — nanonai and inter-
NMOry, — 11 10gether,

ihe preparatory process for
Hab:tat includes many activilies.
For the Conlerence to be success-
ul. ell the dtiferent Inpuls musi
be completed on time.

Counldown 2

The basic framework (see diagram,
page 2} comes from the Habllet
Secretarat at U.N. Headquarters In

Heatildl anibil 8l ASPO/CPAC

New York, |r consutation with an
International Preparatory Com-
mitrtee When this gqroup,
representing S6. membe:r countries,
heid its tirs! formal meeting in New
York eariy tvs year it ampthasized
the absoluie necessitv ol com-
glatng rhe Jarious pPrepratory
lasas Oon ume

T3 1+ espaclally importan il tha
proposed publc partcipation
process is to work successiully,
One important task |ust completed
was the submissionw lha U.N of a
preliminary ''Nalionai Report on
Human Seltlements' !rom the
countries which wili participate In
Habitat Tne contents of these in-
terim reports wil heip the U.N.
determine which topics are ranked
mghest by member stales for con-
sideration at Yancouver.

Canada's interim national report
will be published In the next
Bulletin to provide organizalions
and indlvtduals with an opporiunity
to cominent an It prior to submis-
sion of the final repoit to the U.N. at
the end of December, 1975

Countdown 3

This will not te theonly opportunity
10r Canadian cllizens to have an
impact upon the Conlerence

proceedings. Other elements o1the
preparatory process Nave been
designed 10 ensure tha! there will
be extensSive public parucigauon

Canada's positilons at the

Conlerence nself wil be ceveicped
by drawin® Ifrnm the oDiInmNAS wrg

LU 2 dn TS I Guvd it nenta,
indust-'eés, nofn-governmental
organ:zations, instilutions. arid in-
dividuals It Is expected 1hat these
will be gatherec mosily from public
meellngs, serniners and symposia
where Habitat and Its issueswill te
discussed

The Canadian National Committee
will hold a series of public meelings
nex! fatl. Locations o! these
meelings will be announcad by the
end of Aprll. The sheer volume 0!
brlefs expected to be presented will
create its own consiraints in the
preparations and timing of the
public ineetings. Associations and
individuals would greally assist in
the process by sending their briefs,
including a summary of SO0 words.
during this coming summer These
can be forwarded cro the Canadian
Participation Secretariat.

Countdown 4

Symposla on issues likely to be the
basis of he t(nternational

Ottawa, April 1975,
Bulietin number 3

Habitat

United Nations Conference
on Human Settlements
Vancouver 1976

r'l’ha Caradian Particl pa!loﬂ;s

Secretariat wil bte organizing @
serles ol symBos/a across 1he
gountry. These sessions will ex-
plore In depth the major issues
Ilkely to be discussed et Habital, a3
these are Identifled in Natlonal and
Internationa! preparations. We
shigll announce the topics. S981 the
dates and the places, aad Invite
some of the key speakers. SBut tho ™
gymposia are open to all and we
hope that those with special
knowledge ar speciadl concern will
seize \h® popeofiunities that \nay
provids,

Figurther detells on the sympoaia wil &

be published In tie Bullelin bagin-
ning In the next issua

‘We hope you wlll help to make

{therm a succass, _
~ PR - = il

Conference agenda are aiso
planned. Fanels o0f experts will
debate various opllons tor ihe
future of settlements in the next 10
to 15 years with the public nviled
Most af the symposia will take
place In the fall. Bui one Or two will
hopelully be heid before the
summer
Individual organizgtions, whether
national bodies or community
groups, are encouraged lo hold
discussions — seminars, meelings,
etc. — on Issues related to Habilat
and to forward 1he resuits of these
diggussions 10 the Parlicipation
Secretariat.

{oleesa furn o pags 2)

Hon. B. Danson calls for action

Canada's Urban Affairs Minister
Barney Danson called on
organizations and indlviduals to
conirnbute now to preparatons for
Habltat.

In an address prepared tor detivery
to the JointPlann:ing Conference o!
the American Society 6f Planning
Otiiciais and the Community Plan-
wng Association ol Canada, Mr.
Danson sa:@, "Il you wai untll next
May you are hkely to be too 1ale to
have the infivence you should.”

The ASPQO/CPAC <Conference
trough! together some 3,000
professionat planners, pudblic 0f-
heials. and concerned cilizens In
Vancouver i Apnl. *“'Sharing
space: From Neighbourhood ‘o

Continent” was the Conference
theme. This is espectially
appropriate to the types ot dis-
cussions and exchanges of ideas
that Habnat preparations require in
the months atiead. The idea ol
sharing needs e phasis particular-
ly as our setliements ncrease in
complex:wty. size, and denslly

The Minister stressed that it would
be a mistahe for NGOs to focus all
their energies on the Habiat
Forum — fhe meeting of Inter-
naitonal NGOs which will \ake place
at the same hime as the othcial
Unned Nations Conterence. “The
Canadlan Government., znd no
douby other governments around
the world, wanis to incorporate ad-

vice from NGOs and tndividuals
into whal happens at the oificial
Confetente.” he sald

M r. Danson noted thal thedecislon
of ASPO-and CPAC to hold thesr
meetings together n Vancouver
this year s 1n recognition ol the tact
thet Habitat will take place in the
same city In 1976 This underlnes
the 'mportance the planning
protessions attribute to #®abiat
And the Government ol Canada
s&es \hese meelngs as a sigmfe-
cant part ot the preparations for
Habrtat — nationally end inter-
natlonally.

He hsled four specilic ways tor
Canadians Yo affect the Mabnat
process. /plaose [urs ta pade 2§




Habitat

timetable for
UN and national
preparation

R Nalional
[ tntesnational

Azia, Teheran
13-19.£75

Meeling of United Nations Environment Program

Governing Council, Nairoln
16-224 75

Regional Preparatory Meelings:
Alrica, Cawro
21-26 6.7

oth Session, U N. Deadline Inler
Gereral Assembly nal;onal Proto Europe. Geneva
Coniest 30.9.7S

Formel Preparatory Commitles |
15-22.1.75

H'ﬂﬂlﬂnﬂ Fraparalory Mestings

Lalin Amarice, Caracas
30.6-4.7.75

Aesumed Preparatory Committes meeting

Hegional PreParalory Meeting

Formal Preparatory Caommitieg i)

Distribution, UM Final Conference Documentahion

Formal Preparatory Commidtlee ||

HABITAT BULLETIN s produced
by the Canadian Perticipalion
Secralariat. in conjunclion with the
Canadian Host Secretariat of the
Department of External Aftairs, It
is intended to convey information
on Canadian and U.N. preparations
for Habitat, and lo encourage the
involvement of non-governmental
organizaltons and individuat Can-
adrans in these preparalions.

NEXT ISSUE wlll appear in June
1975.

EXTRA COPIES, singly or in
reasonable quanlitiea, are
available free of charge from the
address below,

ADDRESS ail enquirias lo: Cana-
dian Parficipation Secretarial for
Habilat, Ministry of Statefor Urban
Aflfairs, Ottawa, K31A OP®6.

OWtawa, Apttl, 1975,
Bulletin No 3.

ffrompage vna

The countdown ison...

Regular annual meetings or con-
ventions of non-governmental
organizations, !earned socleties,
and other groups held between
now and the Conference might also
produce useful ideas for Habtiat.
For example, the Participation
Secretariat wouwld be pleased to
receive policy statements,
resolutions or recommendations
whichh relate o Habital themes
which come out of such meetings. It
will b8 up to individuals or
or€anizations — (nformal groups.
lco - to take the Initiative in sub-
mitting such material with Habtat
in mind. Here also, a summary is
always helplul.

The Canadlan contribution at the
next meeting of the international
Preparatory Committee In August
1875 will be developed with the
assistance of these inputs.

Counidown 5

In September, Canada will par
ticipate In a regional meeting for
Habitat, to be held under the aus-
pices of lhe Econom:c Commission
for Europe. This is one ol a series
of four regional meetings pianned
by the U.N. in conjunction with
Habitat (for informalion on others,
see the internation&{ seclion ot
this Bulletin).

A fuil-scale national meeting of

., non.governmental organizations is

scheduled to take ptace in Oftawa,
December 12-13, 1875, A major
ditference between this meeting
and the earlier one will be the dis-
cussion o} writtan brlets forwarded
by organizalions and indlviduals.
Resulis of the discussions will be
important Inputs for the prepara-
tion of the Canadian government's
positions at Habitat,

In Janudry, 1978, another inter-
national PrekRaralory Commities
meeting takes place. The Canadian
delegation will be influenceéd by
presentlations at the public
meetings to be hetd during the fall,
and the many other views express-
ed duribg our preparations.

The final draft of the Canadian
positions for the Conference Itselt
will be submitied to the Federal
Cabinet by the end of Aprll, 1976
And, based ¢On the Cabinet's
decision, the olflciat Cenadian
detegation will present Canada's
views at the Habitat Conference.

NOTE; Yolume . No. 1 of 1o
Butlelin 18 now out of print. All rele-
vanit information has been nciyd.-
ed in issues No. 2 and 3.

(ltom page ong)

Hon. B. Danson...

First, to write directly o him as
Minister or 10 the Canadian Par-
ticipation Secretariat in the
Mtnistry, '“We may or may not agree
with you, But il we do not hear from
you, we will never know."

Second, there will be e series of
public hearings across Canada un-
der the auspices of the Canadian
tvational Committee iater this year.
These will be excellent oppor-
tunities for community groupsand
individual citizens to present what
they feel !s \mpottant to them in
their communities.

Third, symposia will be organized
in ditferent oarts of the counlry for
the adebats ¢ speciic matters aris-
Ing out of Habltat. TheSe wil! pe an
opportunity ior spec:alisis and reie-
vant organizations to present posi-
tion papers on Canadian twuman
settlements issues and discuss
them with a pubiic audience These
lssues will be of interest to the
governments of Canada at all lev-
els. and to all Canadians.

Fourth, Mt. Danson added, "you
can contribute to Hahitat by getting
something dong in the field of
human settlements '* For
governments, groups. and -In-
dlviduals. the success of 1tal
will have to be measured accXding
to the kind of action taken to im-
prove our commun#ies. " The occa-
sion o Habitat can and should be
the occasion when things happen.”
But we should not limit our
perspective o what happens now
and by 1976. The Minister cen-
cluded: "The success of Mabitat
can best be judged in 1330 ¢r @van
later. Only then, wilt we be able to
look back and decide if Habitat
made some significan! and Ferma-
nen: changses in the way we deal
with human setllements.™

Other major professional
organizations. such as the Cane-
dian institute of Plapners. the

Association o! Coliegiate Schools

of Planning, the Counci of Fian-
ning Librarians., the American in-
stitute of Planners also partic:pated
in the Joint Planning Conference,
as did the Student Planning
Netwark.

A number of mobile workshops.
which have become traditional at
these meetings. gave delegates an
opportunity to see and discuss

plann:ng practices 1n the Van-
couver region-

Delegates to Habitat and the
Habitat Forum will no doubt visit
many of the same sites in 1978«




Vancouwvér pn {(he Wast coast one ot Canada’'s Iovehost ciligs. will host Hubnmr.

Once upon a time
..« VAancouver

Hon Barney Danson, Mnxst8r of Stale
for Urban AfRairs

Framed by 8cenic splendours
ahnost reminiscentl of en Arabian
Nights selling, the city glitters
joewel-like on Canada’s Paclific rim.
Over il loom (he snow-capped
crags of the coastai moun-
tagzs — lorerunners of the spec-
tacular Rockies beyond . cas-
cading down to the mighty ocean
wiiich alone seems 10 have halled
the westward advance of this vast
land. This is Vancouver, gateway
to the Orienl.

Here, even If ab s nol “order
and baauty, caim,iuxurygnddetight”

gsthepoetsaid,untirnowat-toast;
Vancouver has retained the heslthy
balance of a city large enough (0
ofter s people all Ine attractions
of a great cosmopolitan centre,
withoul paying the usua! bitter
encaal rapid growth: overcrowding,

noiss and vanishing greeR-8peees-

An ideal sile

This could be why many see in Van-
couvsr a sile especially we!l auited
o host a Conlerence such as
Habitat. Barring a few meass tran-
sportation and housing problems,
relalively minor in comparison (o
those encountered in many a
megalopolls. Vancouver typifies nll
that numerous cities of the world
wish 10 be, bul have scant hope of
achieving in (the near tuture The
aarest hope is thal vancouver will

ratiat the siren eOng of overgrowth
end apply the solutions—witichitre
Confarance has been called o

supply.

Charming, colourful
Vancouver's varied ethnic mosagic
is beyond all doubt one of Its
grealest charms. !I's a blend of ex-
otic. mysterious Asia and lhe
spirited, colourful cuatoms of East
Europe's people. in a setling which
reflacts the Briksh love of green
spaces. large parks and delightful
gardens. The rich Canadian Indian
heritage is also o be found in the
soaring totem poles and imposing
wood carvings Then too. in the
heart of the city you might chance
upon a group of “pélanque’’
players, or patrons lounging in
quaint bietros or terrace cafes. Life
ia serene In this benign climate,
llawed only by winler grayness and
drizzle.

Paradoxically enough, this temp-
erate and pleasanl climate may
wdll be Vancouver’s worst enemy!
Wearied o! fighting the icy winds
and blowing anows of winler,
poople in leas favoured parts of
Canada ere constantly tempted (o
flee %0 this balmy haven with its
snowless beachas nesiiled al the
loot of mountains where the white
magic lingers long o please the
fancies of eny skier.

This largely explalns the rapid
growlh of the once small French
speaking community, Quebdecers ol
1975, it would seem, are far lgss
enamoured of snowy landscapes
than were (helr forebears who
founded New France.

A tew ligures

Today. 6.685 French-speaking peo-
ple live in Vancouver, forming a
community large enough to have
thelr own radio staion and vew-

mpaper They palronize terrace
calos where they can sip coffee and
nibble their daily
"“baguette’’ — which, oddly
enough, will likely come from a
German--Swiss bakary Much of
tha city's gourmel food Industry is
run by people ol Germanic
descen!.

Thigsbelng “British” Columbia, peo-
ple ot British origin Quite under-
sltandably are In the msjority. They
number 313,095 in this city of 426.-
255 inhablitants where the lelsurgly
custom of! afternocn lea Is still a
charming tradlton. Vancouver's
"old country” flavour la enhanced
by the special shops which sell vea
only, but In an incredibie variety of
more than 80 blenas. Enough to
suil every taste and calculated
make the Twinings ol London and
the Brilish Tea Council s0 dear o
the hearts of Garvas Huxtey and
.\J';)'hn Grieraon, turn gresn with en-
The city also hee a Chinatown
perhaps second oniy to that of San
Francisco, The Clilnaese, alongwith
numerous Japangse, compete Im-
aginatively lo atiract customers to
their resiaurants, shops. Imported
food counlers and jewelle:y stores.
Japanese technology end expertise
have won lhem prominent rolea In
heavy industry, lumbering, mining,
large-scale commercial enterprises
and, of course, the lishing indusiry.

India and Pakistan for some yeara
now have been éyeing the many
opportunities In Canada’s West
Coasl metropolis, but the only
ethnic group to nang ila shingle In
the very hearl of the clity is the one
which boasts ila own "Rob-
sonstrasse” right next lo Georgia
Avenue. The latter is Vancouvel's
main arlery, with the artcenire and
ithe Iwa Jliolgls where the

Conlesence will hold bolh ils plena-
ry sessions and committee
meetinge — namely. the Queen
Elizabelh Theatre, the Hyall-
Regency Hotel and tha Hotel Van-
couver.

wWhether by osmosls. absarption or
emulation. these multjcultural con-
tributions have left their mark upon
the entire city. The Vancouverite,
perhaps because of the torbidding
barrler of the Rocky Mountains In-
gulating him from the East, i3 of a
unigue and quile distinclive type,
perhaps more akin fo his Callfornia
cousin to the south than to other
Canadians.

Vancouver la an aggreaslvely
youthid community. [(n contrast
with the ‘reirement city” of Vic-
(oria on Vancouver laland, across
the Georgla Strails. Victoria, tha
capltai ol Brilish Columbia, 18 link-
ed with Vancouver by modern
ferrios and by shuttie planes wilth
thelir friendly suburban-train
feeling.

Vancouver quite clearly beiongs lo
the affluent soclety. You'll find no
large tenement districts here. At
the most, there are a lew seclions
in the throes of urban renewal,
carefully aupaivised by thrae levels
of governments. mindful thal the
eyes of the world will bs upon them
during the 1878 Habilat
Conferencs.

They do things well

Varkouver's blending of 80 many
desirable ethnic gqualllles and
characteristics stends the city In
goad slead In its pianning for the
Cotilerence. The British Instinct for
correctneas. (he orderly Germsn
mind. fapanese attention lo details,
Chinese politeness, tha diplomacy
of the French and the open
feiendliness and hospitality of the
Canadlan Indian — ajl have been

inked t0 ensure that nothing (8 left
undone L entertain their guests
during thet fortnight when tha en-
lire world will join them lo study the
problems ol human settiements

There is already tak of an almost
continuous series of open-air con-
certs, along with strolling bands of
troubadours and dancers going
from place to plece to entertain
the delegates., The city’'s streets
will be gally decarated in the Con-
ference colours, wit anists from
Vancouver and it¢ neighbouring
clties of Bumaby and New Wesl-
minster vying with one another to
create e wmost imaginative dis-

plays.

Host Commiilee e6t up

In order to ensure proper coof-
dinalion, there is a Hosl Com-
mittee. It I3 under the Chair-
manship of the Departmem of Ex-
lernal Affairs and Inciudes
represeniativea of the Government
of the Province of Britisn Columbia,
the City of Vancouver. ltve Ministry
of State for Urban Affairs and other
Departments, agencles, and
organizations, a8 required.
The Host Committee first met al the
Minister al level in Aptil 1974 when
the Minister of Stale for Urban Al-
fairs reprasemed the Secretary of
Slate jor External Aftaira—The
Honourable James G. Lorimer.
Minister ol Municipal Aftairs,
represented the Govermmment of
British Columbla, while His
Worship Mayor Phillips was
represented by Depuly City Clesk
Robert Henry. - ——
Normrally. the Host Committee
meets under the Chairmanship ol
the General Director .of the HoM
Secretsrial, Mr. John A. Dougan,
with Associate Deputy Minister
Chrnistopher WOoOodward

represeniing the province, arig¢ Mr.
Henry_the municipall ad-

~inistration— Responsibliitea fos

such functions as entertainment,
hospitality, trangporlation and many
others have been assigned lo a
numberof sd hoc sub-committees.
In lhe hea:itl of the city, along this
picturesque wateifronl. and in the
lolty nalis ol academe at the
University of British Columbia
where the NGO3s* will be slaying,
everylhing poinis to the prospect
that Vancouver will be a genlal host
%o Habitat.

Hospitality will be pronded for the
thousands of delegates, and they
can also look lor some debating
competilion during their stay. The
London (radilion of the s0ap-box
spesker is still very much alive in
Vancouver, especially In its lamad
Standey Park!

* Noo governmenat orS8anizalipns, La,
privefsores—-i-the-tN vocadulary,

MHon James G Lonmey,
Minister Of Munwwcpal Aleirs, B.C
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High priorty must be given to
educational activities relating to
human seitiements problems.

Yo make this heppen, the non-
prollt organization “All Aboul Us
+«— Nous autres Inc.” has developed
8 program to involve Canadlan
youthi in activities related to ihe
Conference. Called "The Youth
EIMension". the program’'a object-

Statement by

Non Barney Danson. Minister of
Slare ror Urban Atfas, recaenlly an-
nounced the appomtment ol Dr. C.
1an Jeckson, 40. 8s acling Ex9oCu-

tive Dwrector ol the Canadien Parfi-
cipation Socrararial for Habitat: UN
Conference on HMuman Serrie-
ments. The following 15 Dr. Jack-
scns message 10 cur readars

| am very pleased to become close-
ly nvolved with Habtt1al
preparations again as they enter a
new phase of aclivity. Having par-
ficipated in the Initial plans 10r the
Conlerence. and having been
directly concerned with Canadian
preparations {os the UN
Conference on the Human Environ-
ment In Stockholm in 1972, | shall

do all that | can 10 ensure that Ca-
nadan partcipation 1n Habitat Is
eflective and comprehensive.

On a sublecl as important as
human setllements. 1 is evident
that Canada's role at Habitat must!
e based on the views of
governments el all levels, of non-
governmental organizations of all
kinds. and, as far as poss:ble, on
the views ot individual Cenadlans.
One of the main tasks of the Cana-
dian Parlicipation- Secretariat is to
ensure 1hat this happens Habitatl ss
a conference of goverrmmenis,
more than 140 of them; bul Cana-
dianparticipation should retlectthe
widest possible public particlpation
in the preparations 1or f1hat
Conlerence

This 1ssue of the HBulivérn
describes some ol the ways you
can lake parl Lel me briefly sum-
marize them

® The Canadian National Com-
mittee, led by Senator Sidney
Buckwold, will hold hearings
across Canada lale this year. to
provida Individuals and groupswith
a chance to teli the Comminee. and
through them the Government of
Canaoa, what they believe are the
rimportant Canadian and inter-
national Issues in the field of
human settlements.

® The federal. prov:ncial. and
tercitorial governments are working

- FECTESE . S YT - S S RTCEPPS. T

ive Is to reach Canada’s 5.8 mil-
lion studenis at the olementary,
seconcary, and community levels
throu@! their 1eachers and schools,
to stimulate awareness and In-
volvement in problems of human
seftllements and the role ol the In.
dlvidual in improving the Quality of
flle In communities. The program
would utilize the occasion 0f the

Dr.C. lan Jackson

together to ensure that the views ot
individual municipalities and of
other organizations are heard on
matters ol concermn within each
province and terriory

® We ere arranging a series of
public sympos:a. devotled to
different issues ol concern to
Canada and other gove:nments.

@® Individuel organizations, elther
national bodies or community
groups, can arrange special
meelings of itheir own that are
reiated {0 Habslat, and that will lead
these organizations 10 express their
views on human sé&ttiements
ISsues.

Perhaps most important, we went
to encourage things to happen,
whthout waiting for or depending on
the Habitat Conference wusell.

Although this Conference can and
snould lead 10 major improvements
in the way we tackle human setlie-
ments problems around the world,
Il seems generally agreed that the
problems must be tackled mainly
by action within each country. The
success of Habitat will depend In
large part on the way we prepare
for Habitat. and on the ways In
which we ulihze the occasion of
Habitat to generate such actios in
Canada

We expecl 10 publist the Bullelin
every wo months betweennow and
the Habitat Conlerence. | hope that
Inis [ssue will encourage you to
become i1nvolved 1n our
preparations.

|. :_,b_,

Habitat Conference to focus oOn
current Issues In Canada and
abroad. For the long-term. the
program would hope toprowde_ihe
bess for a sustalned and conlinu-
Ing development of schqol
curricula and Rrograms deahng
with human settlemems.

“Ail About Us — Nous autres Inc.”

has already established good
working relationships with teachers
and other groups whose work
directly involves support, servic®
and teadership In education. For
the last two years. they have
collected ard spublished the ideas
of young people end their leache(s
about Canadian lite and sgclety in
palntings, poems. stories. letters
and other creative works.

The idea of a8 Youth Dimension
Program has been givensupportin
principle by provincial represen-
talives on the Federal/Provincial
Committee for Habitat (see
separate story this page}. Further
consultatlions would be hel3 with
the provinclal minisiries of educa-
t:on before any program (8
leunched.

— el B

Appointments
to the national
committee

Six new appomniments to the Cane-
dlan Nalional Commritee have rais-
ed 10 sixieen the number of em»
nent Canadians serving on this
Commttiee. which is responsible
tor slirmulating public participation
n Canada’s preparatians for
Habilat

Crawn lrom alt paris of Canada. the
new addltions inciude poistical
science Professor P.J FitzPatrick
ot Fredericton, Neavw Brunswick;
architect Etlenne J. Gaboury of St.
vital, Manitoba, soclologist Brenda
Hayesof Vancouver, B.C.. educator
Cynthia Hill ot Inuvik, Northwest
Terrltories. Archbishop Joseph N
MacNeil ot Edmonton, Alberia and
businessman Norman MaclLeod of
Charlottetown. P E I

Chairman of the Commitiee Is
Senalor Sidney t Buckwoid, a
tormer Mayor o) Saskaloon. Dr.
Hugh L. Keenleyside of Victoria is
Honourary Chatrman

With these appointments, lhaCom-
mitiee IS now well represented in all
regians of Canada. To complete the
compl!ement from the Wes!,
Prolessor Lloyd Axworthy of Win-
nipeg has bean serving on the CNC
since i1s incephion. Similarly, On-
lario has been represenied since
the Commiitee's estatlishment by
Professor Meyer Brownstone,
broadcaster Adrlenne Clarksos:,
and communicalions expert
Johnny Yes-No ol Toronto. From
Quebec are former Quebec

. Minister of Social Aftalrs Claude

Castonguay ot Quebec City and
planner Guy Legaull of Montreal.
From the Maritimes. fawyer J.
Gerald Godsoe Jr. of Halifax and
home econoinist and broadcaster
Frances Innes. St. Jchn's, New-
loundland. are aiso working on
Habital preparations,

The Committeeis now Preparing 1o
host a series o1 publlic meetngs
across Canada this 1all to soncit the
ideas and views of 1he Public. which
they will teed back to the Govern.
ment for consideration in the

development ot Canada's con-
iributions to Habitat.
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More and more corporale and
professional conferences are
devoting part of their programs this
year 10 Habitat. or to Habtat-
related themes Three major inter-
national ones are the 22nd Worid
Congress of the Internationat Union
o/ Local Authorilles In Tehran
{IULA), April 15.19: the I 2h World
Congress &l the International Union
of Architects in Madrid, May 5/10Q,
and the joint annuat conterence of
ithe Community Planning Associa-
ton of Canada arid the American
Society ot Planning Officsals in Van-
couver. April 12-17.

For its conterence in Tehran, the
international Union of L.ocal
Authorities has pubfished a 122
page book of background papers
tit‘ed ‘“New Patterns of Ur-
banization". Copies are available
from: JULA, 45 Wassenaarseweq,
The Hague 2018, Natherlands.

A new book. tentatively called
“Canadian Urban Perspective” is
being wnitten by Professor Leonard
Gerller of the School ol Urban and
Aeglona! Pianning. Umversity of
watestoo, arnnd Dr. Ron Crowiey o?
the Ministry of State for Urban Af-

lairs. Ttmed for publication i June,
1876 the hnah 4 Lty suppnsted

by a research gramn irum MSUA
Prol Gertler, former Oirecior

. General of Research ftor MSUA,

notes that during the pastiewyears
the Ministry has had more then 50
senior researchers from a number
ol disciplines studying a wide varie-
ty ot Canadian urkan problems
"This research’™ Prolessor Gertley
sald. "has produced a harvest ot
results, and our job will be to pull
these together, integrating, in-
terprettng and communicating this
output ... In such a8 way lhat the
material can be used by non-
experts — by political leaders, ad-
minisiraiors. community groups,
teachers, the media and the public
in generad "

An international design compet:.
tion for the urban environment of
developlng countries has b&en an-
nounced by the International
Architectural Foundation Inc. Il in-
vites designs from architects and
planners around \he world tor
revitalizing a large area ol squatter
settlements on the outskirls of
Manita, Philippines. The best
entries will be on display in Van-
couver al the time of Habitat.
Gelas are available from: The
Inlernational Architectural Foun-
dation, 1221 Avenue o1 the
Americas. New York, N.¥. 10020.

The sacond national conference O!
Canadian non.governmental orga-
nizat,ons will be held in Olawa On
Gecember 12 and 13 of this yeat.
Detaiis will tollow in the next isaue
ol the Bultelin
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A recent development |n Canadian
preparations for Habitat has been
taken with the tormation of the
Canadian NGO (Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations) PartiCipation
Group, (see page 8).

The announcement was made by
Sen_ator Sidney L. Buckwoid,
Chairman of the Canad:an N ational
Committee responsible fof the
public PartiCipation program for
the internationai meeting.

“"We consider it essentlal'that NGOs
maintain a continuing role in
developing the Interest ol
Canadians (n Habitat and assisting
In the expression of Canadlan view-
polnts on the issues involved.” said
Senator Buckwold. He expressed
the hope that the Participatian
Group will involve national, provin-
cial and local organizations and
citizens’ groups In Canadlan
preparations for Habitat.

Yhe 22-member Participation

Group was established in res ponse
o suggestions made al a two-day

conference for Canadian NGOs
held in Ottawa last November,
which was atlended by approx-
imately 120 national and provincial

associations from across Canada.
{Habltat Bulletin, Vol, 1,'No. 2. The
NGO Parlicipation Group
ropresents a wide geographic

cross-section ot Canadian
associationg concerned with
human settisments isgues.

The first official meeting of the
NGO Participation Group was heid
in January, 1875, alter a
pretiminary meeting In December.
At that rtme Geotfrey Grenviile-
Wood ot the United Nations
Association in Canada, Ottawa, was
elecied chairman. Sarving with him
on the executive commitlee &re:
Ms. fat McAusland of the Com-
munity Planning Association of
Canada., Regina, secrstary: Dr.
Marjorie Bursa of the Canadian
Federation ol Agriculture. Ottawa:
Yvon C. Dupuis de I'Ordre des
Ingénieurs du Oué¢bec. Monireal;
and Rev. Wayne Smitlh ot the Inter.
Church Commiliee on Population,
Don Miiis, Ontario.

The Group expects lo open an of-
fice in Ottawa very soon. tis e %
pacted 10 meet formally thres or
four times between now and the
Conference next! year while sub-
commitiees and theexecutive com-
mitiee will meet more Irequently.
Five objectives have been defined
by lhe Group:

1} To inlluence Canadian policy
leading up to Habitat;

2} To bring out, through available
and new channels of com.
municatior. huma settlements
issues, encourage widest possible
discussion end paricipation, and
build in feedback mechanisms;

3} To assist \he Canadian National
Committeal n achieving their objec-
tives related to Habitst:

4) To build in an On-going structure
for consuliations between the
public and government, at all its
levels. on fiuman settlements
issues,

8) To coordnate Canadian input In
the agenda preparations {Of
Habitat Forum, the non-
governmentel conference.

Pending opening ol the fu¥-time of-
fice. correspondence may be
agldressed to: Geolirey Grenvllle-
Wood. Chairman, Canadian NGO
Participe¥on Group, c/o United
Nations Association In Canada, at
63 Sparks Street, Otlawa. Phone:
{613) 232. 5751%

Members of the NGO Participation
Grouy, andtheir organizations: Ms,
A. AncCreychuch. Natlonal Gouncll
of YMCAs, Moose Jaw, Sask.. Rev.
A, April, Canadian Catholic
Conterence, Ottawd. Mrs Blanche
Bourgecis, Cenadian Rome and
School and Parent Teacher
Federation, Cocagne, N.B.. Ms
Jean Burgess, Melropolrtan
Alliance for Bevelopment. Sydney,
N.S.. Dr. Marjorie Burse, Canadian
Federation of Agricuiture, Ottawa;
Marvin Cohen, Ordre des
Architectes du Québec, Mount
Royal. Que.. Bermard Daly, Cana-
dian Association in Support of the
Native Peoples, Qttawa: Harry
Daniels, Native Council of Canada,
Otlawa: Yvon C. Dupuis. 1'Ordre
des Ingenieurs de Quebec. Mont-
real; Mrs. Anne Dryden, (iniversity

Support for private organizations

of Alberda. Edmonton; Gilles Fre
netig@, Confédération des Syndicats
Nationaux. Montreal; Darek Ham-
mond, Canadlan Home Manuiac-
turers Association. Stephenville,
Nfld., Richard Harraston. Canadian
Council tor International Co-
operation, Ottawa: Norman Hallen-
dy, Heritage Canada. Ollawa; M?3.
Fat McAusland, Community Plan-
ning Assoc:ation of Canade, Regina;
Bruce MclLeod. Housing and Urban
Development Association of
Manitoba, Winnipeg: Hobert
Morris, Canadian Associatio” of
Neighborhood Services, Van-
couver; Jef! Patterson, Canadian
Council on Social Developmenl,
Ottawa: Rev. Wayne Smith, Inter
Church Committee on Popuiation,
Den Mills, Ontario; Mrs. Hilda
Symonds. Association in Canada
Serving Organizations for Human
Seltlemenis. Vancouver.; Geoltrey
Grenville-Wood, United Nationa
Association in Canada. Ottawa:
Mme L Strasbourg. Regroupement
des comités des citoyens de Hull,
Hull, Quebec; Mark Dorfman,
Canadian Institute of Planners,
Watarloo, Ont.

Canada’s audio-visual presentations

The Min:seer of Strare tor Urhan Af-

ta;rs, Honourattie Barney Danson,
nae submMitted Drodosar tor audio-
viauat presentations to the United

Nations in jour major theme areas:
1} Management of Urban Growth
and Land Use:

2) Design Innovations for Sat-
ttements In Cold Climates;

3) Governing Human Settle-
ments;

4) Community Rejuvensation.

Once UN acceptance Is recelv-
od, audio-visual presentations —
filrs or siides — will be prepared
for at least three of these.

The Canad:an Urban Demonstra-
tion Program has been a major
source af ideas fJor themes.
Through combining suggestions
from a number of sources, it was
possible to devalop thgse thames
in considerable depth. As a result,
the presentations should be of
broad nafional and international
interest.

The problem afass addressed in
Cenada'’s proposals may briefly be
described as follows:

Urban growth in Canaga has four
major characteristics:

1) rapld increase In the sizz of a few
very large cllles;

2} static or even declining pop-
ulations In some medium and
smaller-sized cenlres;

3) urkan encroechment on soms of
the most productive larmlends;

4) loss of vimlity of certein rural
aress.

The situation |s rendered more
complex by ( anada's vast
geograpny. encompassing diverse
regions ol very different economic
potent.al; its tedera! system ot
governmeant, and IIs f{ree-market
economy.

Climate, geocgraphy and economic
aftfluence combine to make Cana-
d.an enegrgy consumption per

camta the second highest in tre
world — with unlortunate GONnse-
quencea tor both the natural en-
vironment arnod the gichal resource
balance. A challenge in new hous-
ing design and settiement planning
is to reduce dependency on tossli
fuels through the use of the sun,
wind. and other renewable energy
resources. Food production can
also be substantially increased in
urban areas, even year.raund,
provided we develop (he
appropriate designs and
technology.

Local government in Canads feces
adilemma. On theone hand, larger
and more complex urban regions
call for more centralized, reglonal
types of governmant. On the other
hand, the people who live In these
regions feel a growing distance
between themseives and their
governments and are (nsisting on
greater participation in the
decisions affecting their lives. The
problem is thus to achieve a
salisfactory balance betweéen In-
dividual end collective rights.
Another equelly pressing problem
is to malntain a tax base capable of
financing the provision d adequate
urban services,

Many of the changes being wrought
on human sstilements Involve the
demolltion and replecement ol
what are (perhaps oflen
erroneously) seen as rundown
structures. neighborhoods. or even
whoie communides. The buildings
and sireets may be rehabilitated or
replaced, but gqual heed must be
paid to the underlying soctal and
economic decay. The chellenge is
o eliminate the socie-economic
causes of decay rainher than just w
patch up the fabric.

The Canadlan experience Wwtiich
forms the basss of these four
themes hec varied. While there are
soma successas and useful lagsons

1o be redocted ‘nepd Miive Qoan
tallures 0. Some retarénce o
thaese wilt te included in the
presentstions. since one can faarn
from mistakes, as well ss from
successes.

Bocause of the large number of
proposals for demonstcation pro-
jects already submitied to the U.N.
from almast 100 couniries. some of
Caneda’s proposed subjects may
be modilied or even eliminated to
avoid duphcation,

Although final decisions have not
yet been mads on which areas will
get spacisi attention, preparation of
scenarios for the audio-visual
pressntations has siready begun. A
wide range ot sxamples from ai
over Canada will be Included.
Some of the background material
will come from submissions 1o the
Urban Demonstration Program,
Other exarnples will come ftrom
other sources and experience.

The audio-viaual presentations
themselves will be produced during
1975. then 28t (0 the U.N. by the
end of tha year for videotaping and
dubbing with sound tracks In the
U.N. otfictal languages.

Two to three minute “capsules’” will
be made (or each. These will e
availabla for use during
Centerence sassions, adding an In-
novative aspectto the proceedings

The exlenalve human settiements
film library thal wlll thus be
developed will be available for
screening 0 the public et large as
well as to ofticiat delegates in Van-
couver, and afterwards. The
possibility s also being examined
of having showings in other Cana-
d:an centres.

A permanent audio-visual data
bank at solutions to human
selllements problems wih hopelully
be esteblizhed, of a kind that can
be continuously added to.

n and Human Settlements Is
=v held at Ine Uintversity of Britis
olumtla in cofnection wit

. The Seminar wlll ha

.‘.ablul Is viewed By those pilan-

ning the Seminar as providing &
pnique opportunity to tocus atten-

gnay be obtained, Is Or. Richard
splane, School of Soclal Work,
Lniversitly of Briish Columbia,
- \;GT tS7, 1ale

On B g




Demonstration projects
and Habitat

Urben Aftalrs Minister Barnay Dan-
son has artnounced the first set ol
projects approved under the Cana
dian Urban Demonsiration
Program {CUOP). Fourteen projecis
trom all paits ol Canada arelngjud-
ed in this tritlal announcemen\.

Over 150 proposals have aiready
been submitied tothe CUDP. many
In anticipation 6% inctusion in
Canada's audio-visual presen-
1ations at Habitat, Officiais o Urban
Alairs are quick 1o polnt out,
however, that 1ihe CUDP s only one
source o! materiat tor the Habital
lilms.

The Urban Cemanstration Program
Is in fact now quite separate from
Habitat preparations, both in con-
cept and 1 admimsiration. The
CUOP Is a continuing progcam of
Urban Afairs. intended 10 run at
least through March of 19840. £ro-
jecis are selected on merit as udg-
ed againsi Program criteria. These
criteria require that projacts re.
spond in a practical, comprghen-
sive, and innovative way 10 issues
of recognized signiticance for
human settiements In Canada.

The Program has drawn ingpiration
Irom the concept of 'demonsira.
tion project!’ as proposed by
Canada tor Habital. But the

Emphasis on
provincial

participation

In Canads, many o! lhaissues to be
addressed by Habitat tall mainfy
under provincial jurisdiction. It Is
therefore of prime importance that
the appropriate departments or
agencies o! the provincial
governments are thoroughly in-
voived in the preparatory process.

To achieve this involvementl. en
earty step In Canada’s
preparations was the establish-
ment of a Federat/Provinciat
Preparatory Committee for Habitat.
Each province and territory was in-
viiad to designate one Minister,
who w=as In turn responsible fos ap-
pointing a departmental of'iciai to
the Commitiee, which has been
meating periodically during tha
past monihs. (see page 8)

sietter. For detalld on

gnadlan contest, contact .
' > |

~

Dr. W.R. Childe
232 Rennic
Ottawa. Ontario
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Program I not {iad to prepsarations
tor the Vancouver Conference. Thie
s wiity Urban Afftairs olficiala
emphasize thalt Mr. Danson's an-
nouncement of Canada’s audlo-
visual proposals 10 the U.N. should
not be confused witlh an-
nouncements of approved CUDP
prajects. The two are qGuite
separale malters.

Undoubtedly. however, there wifl
be several projects seiecied within
the CUDP that will be used as
material in Canada's Habllat films
Oihcials In the Cenedlan Participa
fion Secrelarial, who have avera!l
responsibllity for the preparalion ot
the Habitat tiilms, point out fhat
scenarios tor these films are now in
preparation. though they are not
yel able to indicale tha specilic
items thal will be InCiuded in the
final versions. For 1his reason, Mr
Danson has nol announced which
d 1he approved CUDP projects are
fo be used in Habita! liims.

The Urban Demonsiralion Program
}s adminislered by the Develap-
ment! Branch of Urban Aflairs in-
quiries and proposals should be
addressed to: Canadian Urban
Demonsiration Program, Ministry
of Siate tor Urben Affalrs. Otlawa,
K1A 0FP8.

In addition t1¢ the meeting ot the
Federual/Provinc:al Committee,
members of the Canadian National
Committee I(CNC) and the Cana-
dlan Participation Secretariat have
travelied to many provincial
capitals for consurlation with senior
provincial otf:icials and represen-
tatives ot appropriaie provincial
non-governmental organizaliona
(NGOs]). -

The mosi recen! of these meetings
tock place ¢n the Prairie Provinces,
whose governments were urged by
the CNC Chaiirman, Senator Sidney
L. Buckwotd. to:

® Communicate with municipal
governments to obtein their input
on human setllement issuées,

@ Help co-ordinate sympoela,
seminars, and pubiic meetings;

® Assembie a catalogue ol studles
dlready undertaken in the
provinces. whose resulie might be
useful to Habitat,

® Coneull! with NGOs at the
ptovinclal level,

Similar meetings wese held with the
British Columbia., Ontario and
Quebec governmanta laat tall.
Others are planned In the Atlanftic
Provinces.

Senalor Buckwold belleves thess

meetings are another way G en-
sure the tullest poasible
federal/provinclal co-operation
duringthe preparatory process.
A number of provinces have
already established inler-
departmental commliitees for
Habtal, similar lo the one which
operates at the Federal leve!, Pro-
vincial programs and ecCtlvities willl
be outlined in luture edltiona-of the
Bulletin,
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“Somebody,
somewhere,
has tackled
these problems”

M. Maurice SlronQ. Execuliva Lhretior
of the N Environmarnr Frogram

During a short visit to Canada lgst
montn, Maurice Strong. Execulive
Director of the U.N. Environment
Program in Nairobi, held a press
contarence during which he refer-
red to Habitat. Here ere some
extracls from his remerka . . .

"] would like ¢ enter a special piea
for a largeCanad!an citizen Interast

in Habital,”

|
“There aresome real eco-disasliers

ahaping up (n the cities of the
developing world. They can
hopelully be avoided by the
appt.cation o! knowledge we
already possess.”

“There are very few major prob-

lems 1n the tigid of human asllie-

mante that hevent besn tackled
with sOme suraess by Stsmeliody

somewhere. The Conference oy s
golution-oriented demonstration
program will heig nasions to |00k
throughout the world for those
areas where Iimportani human
salilements problems have been
solved stsccessfully, and where the
experience can be made available
to otherss tacing Inesamse problem.”

"The urban areas of the developing *

world in parificular sye where some
o! the most acute environmental
protiems, ot poverly for example,
are 'ell. Yhe problem of where to
get enough drinkable water,
something we In Canada tend to
tale ftor granted. is increasingiy
acute In some coufitries, where big
cily populations are growing at
double the oveiall rate of popula
tion growth — rates which are far
greater than anything we have aver
had to cope w!th in our hisIY.

“The idea of Habitat is not 10 have a
ol of bureaucrats sitting 1n New
York or Nairobi inventing sofutiots,
but 10 o0k at places where peoPle
have fackied human setllements
problems and to make tlal ex-
perlence va:y widely known.”

i
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J.W. MacNeill

““The Question of human
seitlements is oneof the hall-dozen
‘critical I1ssues of mankind’' for the
balance of 1his century.” So sald
Urban Affalrs Secretary J. W.
MacNelll in his opening statement
o the January meeting of the 56-
nation Preparatory Commitiee for
Habitat, held at U.N. headquarters
In New York.

Human settlementa thus rank, he
suggested, with such other vitel
Issues as population, food, energy.
resource limita and the natural en-
vironment. “"Moreover, human
setilernents and urbanization are
inextricably linked to each ot these
other crliical issues.”

In this context, the Secretlary aald
he sees three primary purposes of
Habitat, and the preparations for It:
1) to provide an epportunity lor
the nations of the worid 10 address
the most Important ecoromic,
soc/at and pohthcal settlements

\asues and problems ot concesn to
Vol e induatrialized and lets In-

dusirlallzed netions;
2} through its audlo-viaual
demonstration program (o focus
altention on available solutions to
these problems;
3) 10 address, debate and adopt a
number of recommendetions for
action.
There are two types of auch
recommendations: those ce&lling for
international co-operation; and
thogse that Involve action at the
national and subnationai levels.
*We aasume.” sald MacNelll, “that
recommendations of both types will
come before the Conference
iargely, bul notl exclusively, in the
torm of official reports by the
Secretary-General. They should
also hopefully be ‘pre-negotiated
during the preparatory process,”
Mr. MacNel!l also said that he was
‘‘very pleased with the
arrangements that are being made
{ for the involvement of non-
governmenta! orgarilzations in the
preparations... wé took forward to
co-operating in ihose arr‘anget:nems
lo the fullest extent possibl_e.'
As the Conference agandfa is deve-
loped during the months of prepa-
ration, the Secretary went on, "1t is
vitally Important that this work pro-
caad within an agreed common fra-
mework.” This framework, he sug-
gested. should provide a few
simple themes or guldelines; but
they should not in any way be ¢on-
ceived as a final agenda for the
nference Itsell.
?ge Preparatory Comm ttee
agreed thal dlscusslon of action at
the aational level snhould range over
live themes: national setllements
policies and development; socel
and economic aspects of human
settlements; planning and managé-

Urban Aftasrs Secretary

Our contribution to the

ment of settiements: desifn and
construction of shelter, infrastruc
ture and services for human set-
tlements. and last, human set-
Ilements ard the natural environ-
ment. It was also agreed that
specific items within these general
themes would be identified In
nalional and reglonal preparations
during the coming months. A sixth
major category for discussion
would be [nternational action and
co-operation.

While Habllat I3 an International
conlerence. the nature of most of
the subjects with-which it wilt deal ia
Quite tocal.

In ns statement to the Preparatory
Commitiee, Mr. MacNeill pointed
out that “Most of 1he lorces govern-
Ing the spatial distribution of
human eettlements andtheir rate of
growlh are subjec! to Inliuence or
control mainly & the national or
sub-national level, The same IS true
o! the lorces governing the form
and quality ot life in our citias and
other setitements... many of these
forces can be managed only by 1ne
provinces and municlpalitles."
Nevertheless, MecMelll suggested,
Habltat can reasonably be ex-
pectad 1o achleve fairly hard resulie
In al least four areas:

1} a8 number of clear program
results, including perhaps. an on-
going human setilements
demonsiration program based on
the Idea (het there could be great
uselulness in exchanging informa
tlon on humen seklitiemenis
probiems [(n creanng tlia vast

numbex of sesttiemants that mueat be
putl In piace during the ext 29

years;

2) resulia In the field of education
and resear¢ch — such a8 a deci-
sion 10 establish or strengthen &
number of regional urban manage-
ment training Institutes © develop
and train leaders and oititlals who
can grapple with the task of
managing the huge clties and
megalopoli thal eeem |nevitable;
3) some financia! Institutional
result. such as the establishmeni ol
the Human Setlilemenis Foun-
dalion — akind ot world bank and
expert conaulialion service — as
proposed, for exampie, by the
Unlted Nations Environment
Program;

4) a daclaration of prinolples
recognizing that human
galtiements 18 one of the critical
[ssues facing mankind; ideniifying
the main areasrequiring action and
the political and scientlfic
resources that need to be
marshalled: and representing a
commitment by govérnments to
tackle human settlemenis lssues
with the resources 8nd urgency re-
quired.

From iis earlleet conception.
Habitat has been envisaged as hav-
ing a series of physical
“demonstrations’ asone of ila most
Important characieristics. These
wouid essentlally be working
mode!s, documented on film. ol
eolutions t0 humsn settlements
probiems.

Said MacNelii: “Ceriainly, we in
Canada expeci 10 benefit greatly
from the demonstrated experlence
of other countrias in dealing with
settlements problems... similarly,
there are a number of areas where
our experiencé would probably be
of Interest to other countries.”

Bringing together the
governors and the governed

by Geofirey Grenviile-Wood

Since 1872, Internationsl con-
ferences under Unitled Nations
ausplces have examined 8such
issues as the environment, the law
of the sea, population and food. At
the same time a serles of meelings
have beoen taking place directly
within the Unitad Nations system —
UNCTAD (United Natlons
Conference on Trade and
Development), the 6th Special Sss-
slon ol the General assembly on
Raw Materia$s and the upcoming
7th Special Session on Develop-
ment and International Economic
Co-operation. These conferences
have bae1 organized with thg basic
alm of improving the day-to-day
lives of the peopie ol the world —
the vast majority of whom live In
povaity and deqradation. Habital
must be seen In thy contexi of this
tighlly interiwingd set ol activities.
No exam:nation of setllements can
be made witliout placing priotity
attontion on their economic and
social contex!s. in other words, & is
pointless and short-sightied to
regard 1his Unitad Nations con-
lerence 8s one that will deal only
with examinatlon of betier ways of
housing people and moving them
around. The Issues come best 10
the fore when we look at some of
our own problems In Canada, es-
pecially In the North, where an
8ppreach 1o the housing problem
would be totally Irrelevant if {1 were
not made par. of a comprehensive
examination of tha economic,

social and cultural aspects of the
livas of the individuals concerned

The Qquestons, theretore, Ihat
ougmt to be in our minds In Van-
couver are relatéd ciosely to what
all these other Inlaernasionat ac-
tvities have been about. We must
examine the causes o! the poverty
and starlilty of many human
settlements. We cannot ignore the
national and Internatlonal
economlic and social systems thal
create and live oft poverly and thal
also cause difficulties with the
human environment, the world's
population, and which created a
serious shortage of food.

It la also said that one of the main
thrusts of Hebitat should be
direcled at encouraging action at
the national level. This 18 of course
of prime Imporlance to Canada.
The conlerence must Not be seen
as an opporiunity. solely, of involv.
ing new groups and organizations
in Habitat-related issues. There are
many existing groups In our
country that have been concerned
for many yearsa and have been

working extremely hard al tiying %0 .

have their voices heard in the cor-
ridors of power. The opportunity
that such a conlerence atfords of
britging to the !cre such groups
and of allempting 0 NSert thelr
concerns and |deas into the
decislon-making process, at both
the political and bureaucratic
laveals, I8 a priority which we muat

not overlook.

I do not axpect that the conference
Itself Is going.to be the kind of avent
that will involve a targe proportion
of Canadians, elther directly or In-
direcily. However. an opportunity to
tackle some of the problems that
Canadians have faced, with agrow
ing sanse of impotence, I8 thrust
upon us by tha very presence In
Vancouver of this conference. The
political process thal involvea
citizens in decision-making at all
levels of government mus! be a
prime objective. Habital, apari from
the Important intringsic vakse It has,
eerves as a unique testing-ground
tor finding out whether there are
real possibliities for citizen par-
ticlpation. The instruments for such
en experiment are already [n place;
there is a government that claims It
wishes to encourage such par-
licipation; there are many, many
groups and Individuals In all paris
of the countiry who are concerr:ad
with the [ssues and who wish fo
make their views {elt in the
gtrongest poggible way. and there
are efforis underway aimed atl
bringing these twe paities together.
Whether this experimeni will be a
success we wlll not find out until
June 1978, but | am ¢onvinced that
at |eas! there I8 good will and, most
Important. there ia a willingness to
tcy. plerre Elllot Trudeau said
racently:
““There is no fack of willingrness on
the part ol individuais-and citizens'
groups {0 parsticipate in 1
government. Ard whelher wa like It

4-‘ = .

or not. such participalion is an
Heverdbie 1act Gf /i@ 'w~  + «
'*'The only choice racing
governmenis, a! ail 18avels, 8
whether to invile such participation,
at every slage of the decision-
making process, in an atmaosphere
of co-operation; or whether (0 an-
counter pa:ticipation after the fact,
in an atmosphere of hostlitity. It fa
realty ao choice at al; byt the say-
ing is a fot eesier than ihe doing”
“Citizen involvement does nnot make
tor easier government, it just
makes for beliter governmerd.”
The activity that we hope to under-
take around Habltat is aimed at In-
volving government [n precisely
this kind ot dialogue, at the leve! of
issues as well as at! the level of
process and mechanisms ol ¢on-
auttation. The Increasing im-
potance and slienation o1 citizens
In relation to their govermments Is a
problem that all societles mus! face
and the opportunity thal Habitat
oftars can only be seen as one
mora 1esting-ground in the atiempt
to break down barriers betweenthe
governorg and the governed,

e LR

Mr. Gronville-Wood, of the United Na-
oons Associatvorr In Canaca, Is chalr.
man of the reedriy formed Cenadien
NGO Pariicipation Groub.




Canada’s
Interim
report

In response 10 a request from the
Uniled Natlons. Canada has sub-
mitted to the U.N Habital Secre-
lariat, an interim Nationa Report
that outlines some of the major
setllemen! Issues in this couniry
as well as emerging policies and
programs thal attempt 10 deal with
these issues.

The Reporl adopls, as a unifying

managemen!. In Canada, the rale
of growth and i conlinuing con-
centralion Iln a few lerge
metropolitan areas i3 of much
greater concern than the total in-
crease n national population As
population in some paris ol the
country Is inoreasing more rapidly
than can comfortably be accom-
modaled, other regigns remain
almost stalic or are even declining.
And inall parw of Canada a lossof
rural viiality frequently accom-
panies urban growth,

Tne Interim National Report also
ireats the sectoral issues of

government, land-use. and
reQional disparity. However, siress
1S latd on the ways in which these
areas are infiuenced by. and in furn
can inlluence, e distribution of
Canadian population,

The U.N. has asked thal each
country’s |ntarim Report be limited
to about 7.000 words. These
Reporis are inlended o merely
skelcli areas of major national con-
cern and to indicate policies angd
programs that might later be dis-
cussed in defth as part of an tnter-
national exchange of experience.
Therefore, the reforis are

Each couniry, however. has bgen
asKed to prepare 8 more ¢omplete
Mational Keport by December 74
1975. Canada will take thig oppoc
tunity to analyzein datall \he 1¥sues
raised in the Inlerim Re®ort. In
preparing the tinal paper there wil
be ample opportunity to incor
porate the views Of provingea
municipalities. other Federal
departmenls, and the general
pubiic.

This tinal report will be en oflicial
publicalion of the Governmen: o
Canada and s expecied 1o be one
of the definilive oulcomes of tne
national preparations for Mabita!,

focus. the theme of urban growth necessarily limited.

Habitat

housing. transportation. local

e,

and Habitat Forum Preparations
- Whom To Contact

Many activities wlill take place before and duyring the Habilal
Conterence. And. as reporied throughout th:s Bullelin, there are many

¢ ways lor individuals and groups to get invoived.

To facilitate this process, here are some names and numbers. The
arganizations and people listed have specific roles, Contactling them
directly according to those roles wlll save everyone lime, and ge1 the tight
reply 1o the queslions poaed.

INTERNATIONAL CANADIAN HOST CANADIAN
o PARTICIPATION
111"" Habilet Secretlariat Canadian Hoel Secretarlat Canadian Pavticipation Secretariat | | (nterdepartmantal
*'E- United Natliong Department of External Atigirs Min. of State tor Urben Affairs Task Force
o E. Penalosa | [ 9.Dougan (613) 996-0820 C:I. Jackson (613) 995-9315
Oo‘l (213) 754-1234 (5476) Vancouver OMtice; (604) 666-6761 | | Vancouver Oftice: (604) 666-6761
: —)
Federal/Provincisi
Preparatory
Commitiee
L o I . - T _
s> FNGO working Group anHuman | | ACSOH (Aesociation In Caneds | | Canadian National Committee* | I
‘*g\“ Setilemenia . serving Organizationafor Human | | Senator Sdney L. Buckwold
:‘tﬁé 45 Wassenaarsewerg. The Hague | | Satilentents), Vancauver j|c/o Canadian Participation Sec.
&° 2018, The Netherlands T.Tanner (604) §98-4471 ¥
o¥ J.G. van Pulten, Chairman NGO Patlicipation Group**
w | { G. Grenville-Wood, Ottawa
§ (613) 232-5791
- ' !
K | . -
(3 .-~1 | ols B s ol Viond o o bt o0
Shaded rectangies reprasdnt func- y The Canadian National Commitegis The NGO Participation Group wst
rlions Involved In the HABITAT responsible for fostering pubilc m- crealed (o identity and bring
“FORUM. & mealing of international - 1oresl in Hebial and siimulating dis-  1ogmhat human sottlementn ac
LAon-governmental organizationg {0 cusaion of 1he (ssues and Ivikes of NGOs and lo slimuiEe
- v haid concurrent with the officis i appropriote fesponses 10 lhels I1hese jroups o paricipatein Cars
anca. i lssuesy in Canada edvising whe dian Freparations {Or Hadkal ad
Minisier on Canaeda's pasiions ai  Mabilai.talsted aclivinos. The NGO
. Hibitei. bassd on the points of view Partici0ation Group anticipg:és 1hal
ax21085%8d by Iha Caredi@an public; & wi|l provida a crannel for an ex
2R Bringing 1o tho eiteritian of the prossion ol NGO wews on kabila!
Minisier recommandauond recelvad issues 10 the Canadian Particinehdr
during 'the Mabitat preparetory Secretarial. through tha Canagisn
process 1hat could impreve lha Nallonal Committes,
quality ot kta In Canadian com-
munites,
Federal/Provinecial Committee g.naﬂ:wauonal 5‘60’8' Intordeoarlmontal
omin ask Foree
Province Oegertment Names Talephone Sid ) |
Brhisi Columbla Municipal Affairg . G.C.Whelan (60473873201 L K T ald hrimant of Pyt Woris
Lands M. Pearson {604) 387-5600 Mr. J. Gerald Godsoe, Jr. RCMP
Atberte Muricipal Aftairs Noel Danl 1403) 429-4821 Or. Lloyd Axwor'hy
Environment K. R_Snith 1403) 427.6209 Mvs. adrianne CldtHadn Pana‘lringl-of Externdl Akgirs
Pt e Troasury Bosrd
o oot [0S ke Fances nngs
Mr. Guy LeQeult )
af the G:abinet MsO. Butles (204) 946.7537 Mr. J hy"neo Departm ent of indian and Norzhern Atlgirs
. - onhinny YesNo Depariment of Commurnications
Ontavio Environmen S?én;ugr:as {418} 965-3980 Mr. Claude Castonguay Department of Indusiry, Trade and COmmel &
Prolessor Meyer Brownslone L
o ek Lo D eman (SISO Tho Mosl Reverend un. MacKsl  \uond Fasgarch Gouner
™ Mrs. Brenda Hayes
Nova Scoiia _ Muricipal Afralrs MsMManzer  {902) 424- 7550 M?gn;"neac.byoetm Privy Councii
PEI Hous ing Authority A Welis {402) 892-3535 Professor P.J. FiizPatrick aﬁpartmentTof Reqional Economic Expansion
Newtoundiand Mun|cipal Af2irs J Aliston {709) 722.0726 Mrs. Cynthia Hi inistry of Transpor:
Yikon Ter 1t0ies Local Gavesnments W. Bilowich (403) 667-5155 Mr NO::\an MacLeod Agriculture Canada
North-West Tarritoriss  FederalLizicon Buneay W. Margan (613) 992.7707 Department of Environment

Secrelary ol Siate
Naliona: £ilm Board

M:nistry of Stiate lor Scienca and Technology
Departmart ¢f Finsnce

inlormation Canada

Depar;meni ol Meripower and |mmigration
Ministry of State for Urban Aflairs -






