Dear Reader,

This is the first Issue ot HABITAT
WORLD, a bi-monthly publication
ot the Habitat Conference Secre-
tarial 1ts purpose is to keep you
up to date on the preparatory ac-
tivities leading 10 the Conference
on Human Settllements and on the
development of the key themes and
issues (hat will be taken up at Van-
couver in June of 1976.

Habitat is expecled to be the
largest conference ever held by the
United Nalions, and the range ol
issues under the umbrella ol
human settlements should be of In-
terest and concem to every citizen
and every organization, private or
public, throughout the worid.

The challenge o! the future is
awesome. Towns and citiea
everywhere are lailing o provide
basic facilities and sarvices end the
quality of human life I8
deteriorating. Problems of unem-
ployment, poliution, congestion,
alums and squatlgr seltiemenls, in-
adequate transport, crime and
social alienatiton aremounting. And
the population of the world wil
double again in about 30 years

June Regional Meetings_

Pas! solutions to these problems
have not worked. We need new
ijechniques, new ideas and new
forms of social organization The
preparatory activities leading to the
Conference will help create a
global understanding that new al-
forts and Initiatives are needed,
and a primary purpose of HABITAT
WORLD is to engage your interest
in taking part|n the building of this
new CONSensus.

In tuture editions HABIT AT WORLD
will Inciude a Lellers to the Editor
seclion and we hope you will send
us your views on all Habitat-related
issues. (Address: HABITAT
WORLD. 485 Lexington Avenue,
New York, NY 10017)

We also ask you to give this iasueto '

a friend when you have linished
reading it.

Next Major Step
On Road To Vancouver

Three major regional preparatory
conferences tor Habitat are
scheduled lor June of this year un-
dar the auspices of the Habitat
secretaria! and the United Nations
Regional Economic Commissions.
They are o be heid a full year
before the world Conference at
Vancouver In order 10 ensure that
paiticipating countries have ample
time 10 study problems of human
settlements nationally and
regionally and tc share fully in the
formulation of themes and issues
for the Confererce agenda

A regional conterence for all of Aala
and the Pscilic will be heild in
Teheran from 14-19 June, a
meeting for Africa from 21.26 June
In Cairo, and for Jatin America
from 30 June %0 4 July in Caracas.
The Teheran meeting will Join the
couniries of the Economic Com-
mission flor Was! Asia and the
Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific. The hostof
the other meetings will be the
Economic Commission for Alrica
and the Economic Commission for
l.atin America.

In speeches before (he ministers of
the ECA and ESCAP in February
and March, Habitat Secretary-
General Enrique Penaloza outlined
several ways in which couniries
laking partin the regional meetings
could expecl 0 benefit. These in-
clude;

* “The opportunity to exchange
views and experiences on human
settiement problems in a regional
context in order to farmulate the

themes and issues which shouldbe
taken up al the conferences;

* “The opportunily 0 review and
discuss working papers which are
o be presented by the Reglonal
Economic Commissions and the
secretariat, and to make
recommendations for the [final
policy papers and documentation;
“ “A forum for the dissemination of
national policy papers. such as the
nationat repor!s for Habita!. lor the
Information of 9olicy makers and
expetis from other countries In the
region.

“in this way.” he lold the minleters.
“working regionally as well as
nationally you can assure that the
needs, views and Interes of your
regions will be adequately
represented when we tome
together again at Yancouver.”

Discussions at \he mestings are e x-
pecled to bear on a number of
themes: the establishment of
national human settlement policies
and strategles that consider towns
and cities In relalionship o each
other and to the enlire country,
mezningful and minimum needs
and slandards, based on the real
needs of peoples in eaoh country;
the redistribution and Innovative
use of ressources; more efiicient
and low-casl means o! transpor-
tation; and the Implementation of
firrtner and falrer policies of land
use.

Proposals f{or international
cogperation and aclion leading to

these goals and the roie of inter-
(Ploase fur (O page 2)
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100 Countries Promise
Film and Slide Projects

For Showing at Habitat

Agrovllles in Brazil, microclimate
management in the Federal
Republic of Garmany, new traflic
systems for Japanese cities, the
upgrading of squatier setllements
In Zambia, and the reconstruction
ol Tashkent aflar the earthquake of
1966 areamong ttie more than 100
proposals for audlo-visual presen-
talions to be shown by national
Governments at the Habltat
Conference and more are arriving
each week,

The audio-visual component o! the
Canference on Human Setllements
Is uniGue in the history of United
Nations conferences and ie
eltracling widespread support and
interes! from governments and non-
governmenlal organizalions. Each
presentation will fol:ow the Habitatl
emphssis on soiutions 10 human
salilemenl pProblems. shOowing
practcal ways to improve the quali-
ty of community iife in all parts of
the world that are already proven (o
work. This programme willl un-
doubledly he 1he largest audio-
visual exchange ol experiences
ever mounted on an In-
tergovernmental level and could
se! a procedent for other con-
ferences to follow

Here is how it will work.

The Secretlariat has |nvited all
Unitad Nations Member States par-
ticipaling in the Conference to pre-
sent from one i¢ three audio-visual
presentations of human sstlilement
demonstration projects in their
countries Each presenlation is to
show the naiure of a problem, the
approach chosen to solve il, the
results achieved ang 10 glve
recommendations.

Presentations will be either on
16mm llim or 35mm slides which
will then be transferred to
videotape cassetiss for conference
showing. Presenlations can be of
any length up to 26 minutes max-
imum, but the Secretarial IS also
asking governments t!o supply
three minute capsule versions of
each presentation All the audlo-
visual presentalions and the c8p-
sule versions will balransiated Into
the five official languages of the
Confarance for showing at Van-
couver.

At the Conterenca the full film and
slide presenmiations wlll be shown at
a special demonstiration cenlire
open to the public and lo
delegations. A number of screen-
ing rooms wili bs available. The
capsule versions will be shown at
the official sessions of the
Conlerence, both In planary and in
committee mesetings. For this In-
conference viewing, closed circuit
television monitore are (0o be
mownled In the meeting rooms,

The Habitat audio-visual
programme (8 belng supported
financtally by the United Mations
Environmant Programme, bllateral
assistance of individual countries
and by the Canadian Government.
White Secretanat olficlals Inslat ihat
Habitat will not be-a "film testival' In
approach or conteni, there Is no
doubt that the audio-visual
programme will give the Con-
ference a new and exciting element
for all those Involved. Afler the
Conference, it Is planned that all
films wiil be turned over 10 8 new
human settlements film library.
Also, the Secrelariat plans for this
material to be the base lor several
educational films tor world
showing.

Guidelinas for the production of

audlio visual presentations have
peen senl 'O Al QovernMmenis and,

tlor those countries requesting
assisiance In preparing the tliims
and slides, regional flilm workshops
are ptanned for the coming
months.

“The project I8 of such broad
scope’’. says Andreas Fugeisang,

senior Information Officer of
Habitat In charge of audio-visual
presentations, “ihat we strcngly
urge that all audio-visuai material
be produced In accordance with
the technical specifications and the
methodology outlined in the
guldellne brochura Producera
should use lha yellow and red
sheets attached (o the brochure in
the lormulation ol their scripts.™

"We hope that the presenisiiona
will be short and to the point,“
Fugeisang adds, "and we hope
countries will see that the 3Smm
slide formal can be as eflective of
even more eflective than the more
expensive flim presentatians.

Deadline far deiivery of the audio-
visual material (with four release
copies. separate tapes etc.) is A1
December. 1975, However, this
means that (he mater al must be

despatched %0 tha Secretariat no
falsage lurn o pgge 2)
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national flnancing agencies in
reaching them willl alao e discuss-
ed at the regional preparatory con-
ferences. New and more
eppropriate ingtitutions may be re-
quired toimplement necessery new
policles, 10 Improve the manage-
ment of! existing systems, to
aducale and train the necessary
manpower and to provide greater
acope lor parlicipalion In decision
making and tor sell management.
The need for and kind of new in-
evtuionsto meet the challenges of
humaen setllemenis will alsc be dis-
cussed al the reglonal meetings.

At sach regional conference the
Secretary-General of Habitat willl
make a progress report covering
all aapects o! the Habllat pre-
paratory process to date. Reporis
prepared by the regional secre-
tariats assessing the human
sgttitement situations |n the par-
ticular region will have been

prepased prior to each cdnfaerence.
A draft o! a progress report on the

atate of existng hvman setliements
throughout the worid being
prepared urder (i@ a8gis fo the
United Natlons Centre for Housing.
Building and Planning will be
prasented.

All Member States have been re-
quested to submit Natlonal Reporls
on the status and prodlems in their
respective countries by March,
1975; theze will lead to turiher dis-
cussion at each reglonal
preparatory conierence. The stalus
ot tile audlo-visual programme. a
major component of the Habitat
Conference in Vancouver, witl be
assescaed along with the generas In-
formation progremme and the
paraliel actlvities being planned for
Vancouver Dy non-governmental
organizations, lo be known as the
Habitat Forum.

The preparation of bsckground
papers in key areas aftecting the
urban environment — housing,
land use., open space and
rocreation, transportation; urban
gnvirorrmental education, waste
disposal, air pollution, environmen-
| heaith. energy, waler pollution
etc. — has been assigned 10
}Jeading experts In these flelds;
theza papers will be avallable tor
each of the regional conferences
and provide a lurther besis tor dis-
GUSsion.

Participallon in the regional con-
ferences will be open {0 members
- and associate members of the
regional eConomic and soclal com-
missions and ali United Nations
Bpoclalized agencies, other in-
tergovernmental organisations
concerned, representatives from
non-governmenial organisations
who8s Interests are espeacilally
related to the toplics of the
2 Conterence.
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A Better Way To lee” LIRS
i— World Contest Geared

i'I o Habita

H\n Internailonat competition for
Eﬁmaleur and prolessional
‘photographers who wish to uss
fhedr art and talent 20 help in solving
ne of themost urgent problems of
ay — the problem of human
g oettlementis — is already
enerating excilement and eupport
froughout the world among
ogreghers.

The contast e a |oint effort batween
'the Unlled Nations and the Inter-
national Federation of
Photographlc Art (FIAP). Winning
‘entries (n national ¢ontests will be
LJudged by an internallonal jury of
photographic exparts and will be
'displayed atl the Conference in
- Vancouver In Jung 1976. Later,
. they willl be exhidited on a worid-
wide tour. Winners will be awarded
UnN DleQuetles. FIAP medels ano
ptior awards piesented by sources
and organizallons outside the UN
gystem. Simultaneocuesly with the
f'UN Conference and the Inler-
¥national Compaetition. natlona!
[photographic axhibitions wlii be
jorganized and displayad.
sEntries should deal with themes
-and sub)ects reflecting paople's ef-
s to fmprove the quality of life
tand tha human environment The
i.goal of the competition and inter
nationsl exiibition Is 10 show that
necple CAN 80lve human settle-
imant problems and create a
healthy and producfive environ
ment where all can live in dignity.

Many human seltlements
ghroughout the warld are m dis-
LT Ay as 1 resuit of overcrowding.
[inck of sultable housing, poor trans-
‘ poliution and olher assorted
ifils gencrated nh a world whnse
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Busg termmnal in Teheran,

The enirance o Ei Tahrir 8ridgs. M

| Cairo.

A view o/ tre City of Caracas, showng
'he Avenida Balivar Nanked by Govem-
ment bulidings
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ponent'al rates and e! the ssme 3
time the predominant orientationof
society B changing from rural 10 ur-
ban. The purpose o1 Habllet IS 10
show that there can be answers o
1hesé probtems and gengrelly t0
elicil a cross fertilization. Of |deas :
and approaclies as to how 1they can
bast be met. Photo entries should. *
be geared to thia general J
phliosophy. .

The (ntermnational Compeiition will
in principle be based on a serles of
nationai competitions organized by
the international FederatiOn
Photographic Art through
national affillate or aesoclallon .
Howevaer. individusl enirles wil also
be accepled. No entry feo Is re-
quired. All entries must be senl In
duplicate to the nstional com.
petitions by 15 AuQust and ona -
copy of each entry will be forward-
ed to the International competition N
commitiee. Each photographer
may carticlpawe with up 10 elght
alngle photographs or plcture :
gories. The maximum size is 30 3
% 40 cm {14 x 20 In.) and entriea #
may be submitied 1n colour or black !
and white. &

Entry torms may be s¢cured from
the affiiated national federation of .'
FIAP or from the Habitet Photo
Compaltition. CES], Room C-515,
United Nationa, Palals ¢das Nationa,
CR-1211, Geneva 10, Switzer|and..

Speak Out

Settlement
Problems

100 Countries

Pfomise firom page one)

iater then 1 December, since trans-
port, customs cleerance and
colleclion always take longer then
anticipated.

The produclich of the tarnguags

varsione POIve BTIOOTERAS IBchnical __ .,

ard logistical prablemz. Fugelsang
warns. Yie secretariat hasapgpeal-
ed '0 all governments that heve the
necessary resources 0 produce
more than one language version
and al®o to try o get presentations
10 the secretariat before the
deadli® whenever possibie.

.Delegates

'On Human




First Prep Com Meeting Sets Conference Program

A broad programme of officialac-
tivities leading to Habisat: United
Nations Conference on Human
Setttements won full endorsement
at the first format meseting of-the 56€-
member Conference Preparatory
Commiitee: held at United Nations
headquarters from 15 - 24 Januaty.
Habitat Secrelary-General Enrique
PeMatosa. in a keynote address
gperting the committee session,
termed 1975 the "year of gclion”,

Atmost all UN member stales have
indicated that they wlil take partin
the Vancouver conferenoe,
scheduled for 31 May - 11 June.
1976, and 70 have designated of-
ficial coordinators. Nearly 100
audio-visual presentations have
been proposed and more com-
mitments for nalional participation
are arriving each day.

Of the 56 member states of the
Preparatory Commitiee S4 sent
delegations, most of them from
their home governmenis, and 14
other nations sent observers. This
usually high level participation, in-
cluding many delegates heading
governmental departments directly
reiated to huriiansettiement atlairs.
reflecks the imporiance being given
to the conference at this early
stage.

Committee sassions ware extremae-
ly active, especially in connexion
with the timetable for the
preparatory process. the subsian-
tive framework o! proposed con-
ference themes and issues, and the
audio-visual programme for the
presentalion at Vancouver oOf
demonstration projects.

The size and regional halance of
the Committee. further enhanced
by the observers from non-
member governmenls, made the
Mneeatino, 'n otiect, a liret
“prepara\ory conterence.” it pave
the secretariat a broad outline of
what nearly 60 nations expect and
want from Habitat and was, In that
sense., a mandate for the
secretariat for its work over the
coming year.

Perialosa has repeatedly stressed
that Habitat “is not an isolated event
covering two weeks at Vancouver
but part o! a process which has
already begun and must continue
alter the conterence ends." The
preparatory process IS as impoF
tant as the conference itsel!, he
sald. Events at the lirst meeting of
the Preparatoty Committee under-
lined his view,

The work of the Commitiee was
imporiant In several ways.

1) It elaborated a number of key
themes and issues which i\ bellev-
ed were central to the Contference,
but endorsed the view of the
secretarial thal the proviatonal
agenda must be let! open until aller
ihe analysis ol the national reports
and the regional meetings,

2) 11 endorsed the limetable of
preparatory activities lald out by
the secretarial, including the Im-
poitance of the regional meetings
and the reconvening of the
Preparatory Committee in time to
submit the provisional agenda to
tha thirtieth General Assembly.

3) It strongly supported the view of
the secretariat 1hat the aucio-visual
component of the Conterence be
given tull support in order to permit
participation by all governments.

In general the Committee approved
the rest of the secretariat report

. on the progress over the past year

and plans for the remainder of the
preparalory process — Including
the programme tor the UN theme
exhibit, the state ol ihe worid report
being prepared in conjunction with
the Cenire 1or Housing, Bullding
and flenning and specialized
agencies concerned. parailel ac-
tivities of non-governmental argé-
nizauons, tne preparatons of ihe
Hoe\ Government. and Information
plans.

The Preparatory Commiitee envi-
saged thatthe outcome of the Van.
couver conlerence will take three
forms: a declaration of principles,
recommendations for national ac-
tion. and proposals for inter-

national co-operation.

The overall goal of the conference
is 0 Improve the guality of hfe in
human settlements for present and
future generations. Five major
themes were cited which would
provide a fruitlul inteérnational ex-
change of experience... and an
approach to that goal.

The themes, as formulated by the
Committee. 6re. nalional settle-
ment policies and development;
social and economic aspects of hu-
man selitlements; planning and
management o human settlemants:
design and construction ol shelter,
infrastructure and services for
human settlements; human
setilemenis and the natural en-
vironment.

O1 the many human gettlement
Issues which were discussed,
several appeared to be deserving
of urgent consideration. A fun-
damenta! issue.was the need for
the establishment of national
human settiement policies as a key
element in the national social and
economic strategy. A related issue
was the development ot explici!
piansg al national, regionaland [ocal
levels concerned witly the iocation.
s(ze, growth and interrelationship
of human selitiemen! networks

Another urgent issue was 10 define
meaningful minimum needs and
standards as a larget for the un-
Iverzal impravement of the quality
of life in human settlements com-
patible with ecological constraints
and within local socio-economic
contexts.

Also considered of prime impor-
tsnce was the need to plan the
redistribution and promote the in-
Nnovalive use of reSources. as well
as o evolva. comprehensive-
policiles and programmaes for the
use of land aa a key resource.

Still another 1ssue was the develop-
ment of appropriate institutional
structures required o Implement
new policles, to improve the
management of existing systems.
to educate and train the necessatry

manpower, and to provide greater
scope lor participation in decision
making and sell management.
The Preparatory Committee also
approved a decision by the Secre-
ta:y-General of the Conference o
set up ad hoc working groups of ex-
perts to study specific human
setilement issues of broad con-
cern. and the decision 10 set up an
advisory panel to assist the
secretariat In the mounting of the
audio-visual component of the con-
ference.

Major events on the timetable for
the preparatory process include:
1—Submission by governments of
the provisional version of national
reports on human settlement
policles. end of March.

2—HRegional Preparatory
Conferences: Teheran, 14-19 June
for ECWA and ESCAP; Cairo, 21-28
June for ECA; Caracas, 30 June - 4
July for ECLA; Geneva. 3-9
September tor ECE.

3—Reconvening of the Prep Com-
mittee to review the provisional
agenda of the Conference tor sub-
sequent submission to the thirtieth
General Assembly, last week In
August.

4—-Compietion of audio-visual
presentations by member Sslates,
enhd ol 1975

5 —Second session of the
Preparatosy Commiilee to review
pollcy papers, January, 19786.
Stressing the importance of major
national efiorts in this programmae,
Peftalosa warned that the outcome
of the national and regional ac-
tivities this year will determine the
success of the Conteéerence.”
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Brazil

B. Bnto — Counsallor to The
Permanent Mission {0 the
Unilted Nations

“All human settlement pianning has
to be related to economic and
developmeant policies. Brazil has
made significant progress In
developing a natlional strategy for
human settiemenits which Is part of
the economic development of the
nation. it is very important o give
attention to Institutions, such a8 the
Housing Bank of Brazil, which
translate theoretical knowledge
into prackcal application.”

Iran

M. vahihi — Minister of Mousing
and Urban Development

"Although the probtem of human
setltiements in developed couniries
dillers from those in developing
countri@s, It is a problem which ia
worldwide. There should be an in-
ternational organization to direcl
settlement studies, coordinate
national seftlement plans and
prepare an overall worldwide
policy. And any human setllement
policy should include the situation
of the homeless and 1he refugees."”

India

R. Gopalaswamy — Secr@tary (o
the Government in Charge of
MHousing and Urban Developmeni

“The difficulty is In reconclling the
needs and reguirements of
developed couriries with those of
the developing couniries. For a
person without anyihing,
something Is better;, for a person
with something now, something
better IS what he wants, Inter-
national cooperation is needed."

“Just 88 the rich and poor In one
nation should share the naturaf
resources. o should the rich and
poor nafionsahare the resources of
the worid. Something should be
done and if we don't act now the
people atthe bottan: mey 9veriake
us. The one world must be one."

Dominican Republic

D. Fausto Correa
Office o! Nationsi Planning

"We consider human settlemenis
as vital t0 our country &8s iis
economic develocpment. We are
concerned about the baslic
relationship between rural and
urban areas and about the rapig

. growth of urban areas which leads

to squatier settlements.”

“The problem of human resources
— of training people to operate the
technical equipment — is also our
concern. We need people in every
gettlement who wlll promote the
idea of developing that seitlement.”

Tanzania

M. Msangi — Commissioner for
Urban Deveiopment

“"Until three years ago we thought a
bulldozer was the best way to deal
with squatter settlemenis. Now we
realize that equatter settiements
are an asdet to the nation; a man
has provided his own shelier. My
governmenttias decided to provide
esaentlal services to the people in
sQuatter settlemens — such es
electricity, rocads, water, seawage,
schooils and markels.”

“"We certainly hope that the
Conlerence wik bring into focus the
problem of lower income pecple in
developing countries and especlal-
iy a commitment of the world com.
munity to assist both financially-and
in manpower. We have made a
alas! but It is not enough. We'd like
much more assistance.”

Egypt
M. Ei-Mifnawi — Chairman,

General Organiralion of Housing,
Building and Planning Reseasrch

“Because of the desiruclion o!
many dwellings in the entire Suez
Canal reglon and the Increaeing
national poputation, EQypt is vely
concermed about human settle-
ment problems. Unfortunately,
since 1967 Egypt's development
programmes. such as improve-
ment of housing, have been post-
poned in favour of militaty prioritiea
and other Important projecis. Thatl
Is why we are very Interested in new
Ideas or a new philosophy of
human setllamend in conneclion
with inlernational. wnalional or
regional planning.”




NGO’s Announce
Program For - .c. v euren

Habitat Forum

The two main groups of non-
governmental organizations related
to United Nations aclivities, the
Conference ol NGOs in con-
auitative status with ECOSOC and
the Environment Llaison Board,
have together created an NGO
Commitiee lor Habliat. This Com-
mittee is composed ol 14 members
Irom differant geographical areas
representing a variety ol concerne
and prolesslional Interests. its func-
tion is 10 encourage and lacllitale
the involvemen! of professional
organizations, voluntlaiy bodies
and other groups and Individual
cltizens In Habiltat.

The Committee will organize an
NGO Conference caked Habitat
Forum Iin Vancouver to be held
simultaneously wilth the officlal
Conlerence. This Forum wlll
provide lor an exchange of views
and expéariences between NGQOS. 1t
will ePONSOr a series ot leciuces and
+eminars on subjects related o0

Habitat as well as demonsiration
exhibits and artistic pertormances.

The NGOs hopa 10 seg developed a
dlaiogue between particlpants In
the governmental conference and
those in the NGO events. The NGO
Committee hopes therefore that.the
Preparalory Committee and other
UN bodies concerned will adopt a
liberal attitude to the admission of
NGO observers to the governmen-
tal conlerence in Vancouver as well
as to the reglonal and other
preparatory meetings. For our par,
we will welcome government
delegates who wish 10 take part in
the Forum.

The NGO Commitiee will make a
special elfort to promote and essiat
the participation ol NGO represen-
tatives from developing countries
in the Forum.

Although the Habitat Forum i an

is not the only one. Our alms are
much more amblitious. We alm ::
mobllize public oplnion in prepar

tion for the Conference. The term
Human Seftlements covers many
subjects of a technical nature on
which non-governmemal ‘ experts
can make Important contributions.

NGOs also plan to set In mo-
Jig: s worldwide discussaion on at
least some o! the questions relaleq
to Habitat which are of a ‘human
nature. and some of which are of
great urgency. These Qqueationa
should be discussed against the
background of /nterrelated
problems which were on the
agenda of other Important United
Natlons conferencas: environmen-
al degradation, the food crisle.
scarcity of respurces, populalion
growth, economic and l\rade
relations In {hese discusslons, the
human-{actor shouid b e central end
our infernational responsibllities
should be stressed. Hopefully the
outcome will lead lo suggestions
for Intensitled Infernatlional
cooperation.

Without trying to be exhaustive or
exclusive the NGO Commilitee has
declded 1hat this discussion initially
should concentrate on the follow-
ing six questions: "

1. How should we provide all
human beings with sheller and
basic services (such as waler,
sewage. healfh, education)?

2. How should the quality of life
be improved taking Into account
the fulfiiment of basic minimum
human needs and the existence of
cultural and Indlvidual differences?

3. How should the In-
terreiatlionship and parity of living
standards as between urban, rural
and fringe areas be Improved?

4. How can the population be In-
volved n the process ol decision-

5. Which messures sthould pe
taken in order 10 use land In away
which satisties the needs of ihe
community as a whole?

8. How shouid technology
transfer and Indusiriaiization jake
place to give the maximum posal-
ble benetll to communities?

Tha NGO Commitiee will promote
this discussion by a varlety of
means: the publication ol an NGO
newsletter. articles in protessional
Journels. NGO ma9azines and e
general press, radio. television ang
travelling exhibits. We will do this In
cooperation with the UN informa-
tion services. We also plan 1o
publish a discusslon guide and lo
promote the formation of nationa?
NGO committees to stimulate
public participation in the
preparations (or Habitat. We wan
to organize regional NGO
meetings.

We realize that this s an ambilious
programme. We believe, however.
that I\ is vital o associate large 8ec-
tors of the population with the
Conference and to make them
aware ol the issues.

Public opinion must be mobilized In
order to generale the political will
withoutl which il Is impossible to
lake the declsions which are called
for. The particlpation ol NGOs and
valuntary groups s therefore an as.
sential component of (he entite
Conference.

Many governments have radlized
{his and have expressed their in-
ferestin NQO involvement. Ishould
llike o appeal to them to suppor!
our eflorts financlally and to follow
the example o! the Canadlan
Government, which has generously
agreed to flnance host facllities for
the NGO activities including ad-

miniatralive and secretarial S8er-
vices.

important efeinant ol the pro- makl on human settlements -
programme of our Conmﬂaﬂr*‘wgﬂ*wm

Canadian NGO to Handle Vancouver Arrangements

A specle!f non-governmental
organization has been created In
Vancouver to handie arrangements
for Habital Forum In the hosl clty.
it's called the Association in
Canada Serving Organizations for
Human Seftiements {(or ACSOH for
short).

ACSOH was aslablished lasl year
by a group of representatives of In-
ternational, nationa! and local
NQOs and congerned indlviduals.
Its purpose |s 10 stimulale, lacllitate
and coordinale NGO activities for
Habital. I\ is primarlly a "hosling'’
organization, and h&s no respon-
gibility for the substantive content
ol the parallel conference, which la
being handled by the Intetnallonal
NGO Committee for Habital.

Homever, ACSOH i3 working close-
ly with the NGO Committee on such
things a3 arranging lfor meeling
rooms and lving accommodations,
and the disiribution of news about
Habitat Forum, Itz servieas are aleo
available to (hose non-
governmenlal organizations who
want % organize théir own par-
ticlpation In Habitet outside ihe
(ramework of Habltat Forum.
Several organizaticne have already
expregsed thelir inkeniton ol doing
this,—They include groups of lend-
scape architects. building owners
and managers. and environmeniai
consgyltants.

As a non-profit corporatlon,
4 ACSOH ia alzo soliciting end dls-

bursing funds for various NGO pro-
jocte for Vancouver. It is incor-
porated under the law-of Canada to
do thia. Sources of lunds include
the natlonal. provincal and local
governments, foundations, private
corporations. asscclations and
private indlviduais

White it has ligured prominently In
early arrangements for NGO par-
ticipation In Habital, ACSOH will
more and more funcilon as a
back up service organlization,
operating principally on behalf of
“Habitat Forum.” Though It will re-
maln active, most of what It does
will be under the name Habitat
Forum, while the acronym ACSOH
will be little used. Thus, its office
{PO Box 48360, Bentall Centre,
Vancouver) is now establighed as

the main contact point tor Ihose .

assoclations and individuals seek-
ing Information on NGO activities.
A regular NGO news and informa-
tlon aerviCe will ai80 originale from
the Vancouver olfice.

Habitat Forum, because ol Iis ofen
afruciure, shouid be able to accom-
modate most, it not all NGO ac-
tivities. However, some eclivilies
may be devoted to theinterests ofa
speclific group which wished to par-
icipate irktependenily (rom the
Forum, The NGO Commitiee will in
no way attempl to dictate the torm
ot content of auch Individual
eventa. and (he Vancouver
Secretarlat will be avalieble to ser-
vice such activibes,

Woulkd-be commercial particlpants

— for example, lirms wishing to

display pollution conlrol

equipment, etc., In a proposed In-

dustrial exhibition. will delinitely

not be included under the umbreita

ol the Habitat Forum. However,

paer! o1 the revenus Ilrom such

events may well be used 10 cover

part ot the-cost of non-commercial

activitles It has been suggested

that thelr exhiblllon be called

Habltat Expo. to distinguish it trom

the UN Conlerence and Habltal

Forum,

Cullural evenlis are anliclpated, tvo,

such as an exhibition at the Van-

couver arl gailery, thealrical perlor-

mances and concéris. If has baen

auggested that these may be
coliecled togsther as a ‘Celebralion

of Urbanity’ lestival. Extlensive film*
showings are planned algso: both of
the official demonetration projects
(up to 200 Rall-hour films) as well
as commercial (lims related to the
confesence (hames.

Habllat events wlll lake place
throughoul the Vancouver
metropolitan area. The cily la
Cenada's third largest, with a pop-
ufation of aome 800,000 It has one
of the most spectacular eites of any
city of the world, walled by snow-
capped mountains on one alde and
the ocean on the other.

Most of ttie Habitat Forum actlvities
wili 1ak e place on the campua of the
University of Bfitieh Columbla,
where up to 4,500 delagates will

elso be housed In afiraclive,
modern, but relatively low-coststu
dem accommodationa. A shuttle
bus service will ¥ink the university
campus to downtown (about 20
min. ride) where the UN meelings °
wlll take place in & civic theatre and
the large public rooms ol the clty's
several major hotels. it is hoped
that some of the NGO events, such
as a dally briefing on the progress
of the UN conlerence and major
lectures wiil take place downtown,
100.

Arrangements for both meelings
and llving accommodation f(or
NQOs will be handled by the Van-
couver NGO sacretariat (write:
Habitat Forum, PO Box 48360,
Bentatl Cenire, Vancouver),
Reglsirations are already being
accepled.



