
[>qr Reader. 
This is the ffrsl Issue ot HABITAT 
WORLD. a bi.monthly publication 
ot the Habitat Ccinlerence Secre­
tariat Its purpose is to keep you 
up to date on the preparatory ac­
tivities leading to the Conference 
on Human Settlements and on the 
development ot'the key themes and 
issues that will be taken up at Van· 
cower in June of 1976. 
Habitat is expected to be the 
largest conference ever held by the 
United Nations. and the range 01
Issues under the umbrella ol  
human settlements should be of In­
terest and concern to every· citizen 
and every organlz:atron, private Of 
public, throughout the world·. 
The challenge ol the future Is 
awesom ·e.  Towns and c i t lea  
_everywhere are faillng to Pfovkle 
basic facilities and services a,nd !l'le 
qu a l i t y  o f  h u m a n  l i f e  la 
deteriorating. Problems of unem­
ployment. pollution, congestion, 
alums ·and squatter settlemenlS, In-, 

adequate transport, crime and 
social alienation are mounling. And 
the populalion of the world wlH 
double again In about ·30 years. 

• • 
• • 

Past soluUons to these problems 
have not worked. We need new 
techniques, new ideas and new 
forms of  social organization. The 
preparatory ae11v1t1es leading to the 
Conference will help create a 
global understanding that new al­
Ions and Initiatives are need&<I, 
and a primary purpose of HABITAT 
·woRLD is to enga,ge your lnteresl
in taking Part In the building of this
n- consensus.
In future editions HABIT AT WORLD
will lnclu.de a Letters to the Editor
section and - hope you will send
us your views on all Habitat-related
Issues. (Address: HABITAT
WORLD. 48$ Lexington Avenue,
N� Yortl, NY 10017).
We also ask you to give this issue to
a friend when you have finished
reading It

• 
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�une Regional Meetings 
Next Major Step 
On Road To Vancouver 
Three major regional preparatory 
conferences tor Habitat are 
scheduled lor June of this year un· 
dar \he auspices of the Ha�ltat 
secretariat and the United Nations 
Regional Economie commissions. 
They are to be held a full year,
before the world Conference at 
Vancouve< In o,der to ensure ihat 
participating countries have ample 
time 10 study problems of human 
s e t t l e m e n t s  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  
regionally and 10 share fully in the 
formulati.on of themes ano issues 
for the Conlererice agendL 
A regional OOflferance for ail of Aala 
and the Pscifie will be held in 
Teheran from 14-19 June, a 
meeting for Africa from 21-26 June 
In Cairo, and for llllln America 
from 30 June to 4 July In Caracas. 
The Teheran meeting will Join the 
countries of the e·conomic Com­
mission for Wast Asia and the 
Economic and SOclal Commission 
fo, Asia and the Pacific. The host of 
the other meetings will be the 
Economic CommiSSion for AfrlCa 
and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America, 
In speeches before the ministers o f  
the ECA and ESCAP in February 
and March, Habitat S�retar y ­
General Enrique Penalosa oulllned 
58\leral ways in which countries 
laking part In the regional m�ttngs 
could expect to benefit These in-, 
elude: 
• "The c>pportunlty to exchange
views and experiences on human
settlement problems In a regional
eonteid in order to f01mulate the

themes and issues which should be 
taken up at the conferences: 
• "The opportunity to review and
discuss worklng papers which are
to be presented by l6e Aeglonal
Economic commissions and the
s e c r e t a r l ai. and to m a k e
recommendatlbne. for the final 
poljCy papers and documentation; 
• "A forum for the dissemination Of
national policy papers, such as the 
natlonaJ reports for Habitat. for the
Information of policy makers and
expe(IS from-other countries In the 
region. 
"In this way," he told the mlrileter'e, 
"working regionally as  well as 
nationally you can 888ure that the 
needs, views and Interests of your 
regions  wil l  b e  adequately 
represented when w·e come 
together again at Vancouver.tt 
Discussions at the meetings are e x ­
pected to bear on a · number o f
themes: the establishment or 
national human &ettlem.ent policies 
and strategies that consider towns 
and cities In relatlonshlp to each 
oiher and to the entire country; 
m911ningful and minimum needs 
and stani:lards, based on -the real 
·needs of peoples in eaoli count,y;
the redistribution and Innovative
uae of ressources: more efficient
and low-cost rrieans of transpor· •
talion: and the Implementation of
finner and fairer policies of land
use.
Proposals for lnternatio .nal
cooperation and action leading to
mese goals and tne role of lnter-
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100 Countries Promise 

Film and Slide Projects 
For Showing at Habitat 
Agrovllles In Brazil, mlcroclimate 
management in the Federal 
Republic of Garmany, new traffic 
systems for Japanese cities, the 
upgrading of squatter settlemente 
In Zambia, and the reconstruction 
of Tasr-ikent,aftar the earthquake of 
1966 are.among tt,e more than 100 
proposals for audlo-vlaual pres&n­
tatlons to be shown . by national 
Govern ment:s at the Ha b ltat 
COnference and more are arriv ing
each week. 
The audio-visual component ol the 
COnlerence on Human Settlemenlll 
Is unique In the history of United, 
Nations conferences and i e  
ettraotlng widespread support, and
jnterest from governments and non­
governmental organizations. Each 

• presentation will follow the Hab,tal . . 

ernphssls on solutions to human 
settlemen1 pro·b·tems. showin_g 
practical ways 10 improve the quali· 
ty of community llfe In all parts of 
\he world that are already prov.en to 

work. This programme wlll uns 
dOUbte<lly be lhe largest audio­
visual exchange of experiences 
e v e r  m o u n t e d  on an l n ­
tergovernrnental level and could 
set a precedent for other con­
ferences to follow. 
Here is how ii will work. 
Th& Secretariat has Invited all 
United Nations Member States par­
ticipating In the Conference to pre­
sent from one to three audio-visual 
presentations of huma.n settlement 
demonstration projec.ts in. their 
countries. Each presentation is to 
show the nature of a probl&m. the 
approach chosen to solve it, the 
results achieved ano to give 
recommendations. 
Presentations will be either on 
18mm film or 35mm slldeS which 
will then be- transferred t o  
videotape cassettes for conference 
showing. Presentallons can be of 
any length up to 26 minutes max­
imum. but the secretariat Is also 
asking governments to supply 
three minute capsule versions of 
each presentallon. All the audio. 
visual presentations and the cap­
sule versions will ba ·transiated Into 
the five official languages of the 
COnfarance for shOWlng at Van­
couver. 
At the COnterenca the full film and 
elide presentations wlll be shown at 
a special Cleinonstration centre 
open to the publl°c a n d .  to
delegations. A nu!Tlber of screen·
Ing rooms will l>e available. The
capsule versions will be shown at
the official sess ions  o f  the
Conlerence, both In ptani.ry and in
committee meetings, For this In­
conference viewing, closed circuit
television monltore are to  be
mounted In the meeting rooms.

T h e  H a b i t a t  audio-visual  
programme la being supported 
llnanclally by the Uniled !llations 
&lv.lronmant Programme, bllaterat
assistance of indivfdual co11ntriet 
and l>y the Canadian Government 
While Secretariat ottlclals tnslat lhat 
Habitat will not be-a "film tesilval" tn 
approach Of content, ·there Is no 
doubt that  the audio-visual 
programme will give the Con­
ferenci, a new and e"c1t1·ng element 
lor all those Involved. After the 
Conference, it le pla,nned that all 
films WIit be turned over to a new 
human settlements film llbrary, 
Alao. · the Secretariat plans for this 
material to be th• base for several 
educat ional  f l lms tor wor ld  
showing, 
Guldellnaa for the production of  
aud]o-v,sual presentations have 
been sent to ,iii qovernme·n1s ·and. 
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tor those countries req.uest1r,g 
assistance In  preparing the tllms 

·and slides. regional fllm workshops
are ptan·ned tor the coming 
months. 
"The project 111 of such broad 
scope•·. says Andreas Fugelsang, 
senior Information Officer of 
Habitat In charge of audio-visual 
presentations. "that we strongly 
urge that all audio.visual matedat
be produc� In accordance with 
the technical specl(lcatlona and the 
methodology outl ined i n  the 
guideline brochure. Producera 
should use Iha yellow and red 
sheets a�� to the brochure In 
the lormulation of their scrlplll." 
"We hope that the preaentallona 
will l>e short and to the point." 
Fugelsang adds, "and we hope 
countries will see that the 35mm 
slide formal oan be as effective Of 
even more effective than the more 
expensive lllm presentations," 
Deadline for delivery of the audio­
visual material (with four release 
copies. separate tapes etc.) ia 31 
December, 1975. However this . . 
means that the material must be 
despatched to Ula Secretariat no 
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June R911tonal 
lifNtlng91,,.,,,,p,a"9 on•J 

national financing agencies In 
nN1Ching them will also be dlSCllSS· 
ed et the regional preparinory con• 
lerences,  New and  inore 
appropriaie Institutions may be re· 
quired to Implement necessery new 
polltles. IO Improve the manage­
ment o f  e,clsting systems. to 
educate and train the necessary 
manpower and to p,ovJde greater 
acope lor participali.on In decision 
m1ddn_9 an·d tor sell management. 
The n� tor and kind of new in­
llillltlons. to meet the chaillenges of 
human settlements will also be dis· 
cussed at the reglonal meetings. 
A t  eacn regional conference the 
Secretary-General of Habitat •wll1 
make a prog ress report covering 
ell aape.cts of the Habll11t pre• 
paratory process to date. Reports 
prepared ·by t"' regional secre­
ta rla ts l8&.ea11lng ttie human 
.W.ment situali� In the par­
ticular region wUI have been 
pr9pared prior to -,eh conf..-enoe. 
A dr&lt ot i! progrest1 report on the

atate of eiistin� human settlement$ 
th r oughout the  world being 
prepared uncer ltle aeais to the 
United Nallon-s Centre for Housing. 
Building 'and Pfanning will be
preeented. 
All �ember Statet have been re­
quested to submit Natlonal Reports 
on lhe status and problems-In their 
respecilve countries by March, 
1975; these wiU lead to turtl'ler dJs­
e u s  s I o n  a t  each 1eg1 o n ·a1 
preparatory c;onlerence. The status 
ot tile audlo•vlsual programme, a 
ma)ot component of the Habitat 
Conferen� in Vancouver, wltl be 
IISS4nsed along with the general in­
formation progremme and th.e 
peraltel activities being plarme.d for 
Vancouver lly non-govern�ntal 
organizations, lo be known u the
Habitat Forum. 
Tbe preparation of bsckground
papers In key areas affecting the 
urban environment - housing, 
land use. o p e n  space and 
recf11411on. transpOrtatlon, urban 
environmental education, waste 
disposal. air pollullon, environmen­
tal heattli, energy. waler pollullon 
etc. - has been assign� t o  
leading experts · 1n these fields: 
� papers will be avaliabta for

8M:'1 of the regional conferences 
and provide a lurther basil for dis• 
-�Rion. 
Participation In the regjonal c:on­
,en,nces will be open to members 
arkl a111ociate members of the 
regional economic and soclal com­
mission$ •nd ,all United Natlons . -
apeclaliz.ed agencies, otner in-
tergovernme.nia I organisations
concerned, represefltalives from 
non-governmenlal organisations 
WhOla interests ere especially 
related lo thee topics of the 

2 Conte,ence. 

Tfl• Mtranc. ro Er Tahrlr Brldgt. In

Cairo. 

A VHtW o/ Hie City 01 Caracas. shotl1fng
rha Aw,nide Boll••r tllirikad by Go119m­
"""'' bulldlnf1$. 
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100 Countries 

A' Better'Way'To'Live'' 
�-- World Contest Geared

o Habitat ;·�, ..... �,. .. '( : 

Promise 11rompa�o.,.�1 
later-then 1 December, since trana­
port. c,useoms cleerance and 
collecllon always take longer then· 
anrrcipated. 
TM production of the fongus,ga 
_..,one PG••• MKNmOU<J r.cnn"'4!11 �­
arid tpg1a11eat !).rob\ema, l'U<;)et11ano 

An lntema.llonal competition tor 

amateu r and profe s s i o n a l  
:photog raphers who wish t o  use 
. elr art and talent to help In 1oh1Jng
ne of Ille most urgent problems of 

ay - lhe problem of human 
•et t lements - 1 .s  a l r e a d y
.generating exc;Hement and eupt)Ort 
throughout the world among 

ographers. 
The QOflt�Ns a Joint effort betweoo 
lhe Unllod Nations and the. lnter­
n a tlo n a I Federat ion  o f  
Photographic Art (FJAP). Winning 
.entrlea In national contests will be 

· Judged by an lntematloll*I jury of 
photograpllic experts. and will be 

: displayed at tl;le Conference In 
Vancouver In June 1976. Later. 
they will be exhitllted on a world­
;wtde tour. Winners will be awarded 
,UN p1equettes, ·FIAP medeJs end 
¢!er awards presented by source• 
'and organizations ol.11Slde the UN 

stem. Simultaneously with the 
;UN Conference and the lnler. 
n.atlonal Competition. natlonlil 
photograph!� a�lbltlon� WIii be 
organized and displayed. 

tries should deal with themes 
' d subjects reflecting people's et.

. . . to..fmprove the· quality of life 
· d th.a human environment 1'ha 

t of the competition and inter ­
lloneJ eXtilbition Is to show that 

pie CAN eolve human sottle­
anl problems and create a 

thy and productive envlron­
t where all cart lfve In dignity. 

any human s e t t l e m e n t s  
roughou1 the world ar'e In dlS­

y as II result of owrccowdlng. 
of eu�bte houa!ng, poor trans­

pollution and other aSIOrled 
generated In a world wh c ,se ·  

po_nentlal rates and 81 the same .' �,arl'IS. Tile _secretariat has .appeal­
time the p redominant orientation or . · ed to all governments that heve 1he 
society ta changing from rurr�l tour- necessary resources to produce 
ban. The purpose Of Habtlet ts  to n,ore than one language ver_slon 
Show that th"'°e can be answefs to ,and also to try _ 10 �"t presenta 11ons 
th� ·problems and generelly to • to the secretariat before the 
elicit a crosa ferttllzallon. of tdeu:. deadline whenwer possible. 
arid approaches a:s to how they can 
be$t be met. Photo entrl8ll sh011ld." 
be g e a r e d  to th  la general : 
phllosophy. , . 

D I The International Competlllon wlll, � e egates 
In principle be based on a aeries o1 ·· 
nauona, compe1111ons organized by· Speak Outthe tnternatlonal federatlOr\ of 
Photographic ,°

Art tllrough Its • On Human· national _affiliate· or assoctallOI\. , 1 However' Individual entries WIii alao 
i sett I m tbe acc,epted. No entry fee Is re- e en 

quired. AU entrtes must be sent In p bl duplicate to the national com- • ro .ems 
petitions by f5 August ahd one • · 
copy of each entry will be forwaro-
ed to the lnterna.t1ona1 competltlOn · 
committee. Each photographer 
may p-artlclpate with up to eight · 
atngle photographs or picture . series. The maximum size is 30 • 
x 40 em (14 K 20, tn.} and entrtea , 
may be submitted In COiour or btaek '\ 
and white: � 
Entry forms may be secured from 
lhe affiliated national federallon of 
FtAP or from the Habitat Photo 
Competition. CESI, Room C-51S 
United Nauona, PalaJs oes Netlona: 
CH-1211, Geneva 10, SwitZertand •. 
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First Prep Com Meeting Sets Conference Program 
A broad programme of official.ac­
tivities leading to Habitat: United 
Nations C.onference on Human 
Settteme.nts won full endorsemen1 
at the first format meeting of the 58-
member Conference Preparatory 
Committee, held al United Nations 
headquarters from 15 • 24 January 
Habitat Secretary-General Enrique 
Pei'latosa, In a keynole address 
OP8fling the committee ses�on, 
termed 1975 the "year of ecUon", 
Almost all UN memb81' states have 
Indicated that they will take part in 
t h e  V a n c o u ver c o nfe·re·noe, 
scheduled lor 31 May • 11 June. 
1978, and 70 have designated of­
ficial coordinators. Nearly 100 
audio-visual presentations have 
been pr.oposed and more com. 
mttments for national participation 
are arriving each day. 
Of the 58 memb81' states ol the 
Preparatory Committee 54 sent 
delegations, most of them from 
their home governments, and 14 
other nations sent observers. This 
usually high level participation, In­
cluding many delegates heading 
governmental departments directly 
related to hurriansettlemen1 affairs. 
reflects the Importance tieing given 
to ,th e  conference at this early 
S.tage. 
Committee sessions w8fe extreme­
ly  active, especially in connexion 
w i t h  t h e  t imetable  f o r  the 
preparatory process. the substan­
tive fram.ework of proposed con­
ference themes and issues, and the 
audio-11Jsual programme lor the 
presentallon at Vancouver of 
d·emonstration projects. 
The . size and regional ha lance of 
the Committee. further enhance.d 
by !he observers from non­
member 9overnmenls, made 1he 
nie•\lno. In eHec,. a tire\ 
"prepanrtory conlerence." It 9a11e 
the secret11,ria1 a broad outline ol 
what nearly 60 natjons expect and 
want from Habitat. and W!ll\, In that 
s e n s e .  a m a n d a t e  lor  t h e  
secretariat for Its work over the 
coming .year. 

Brazil 
B. Brito - Counfflfor tQ T�
Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations 
"All human settlement planning hu 
10 be related to economic and 
development policies. Brazil has 
made significant progres.s In  
developing a national strategy for 
human settlements which Is part of 
the economic development of  the 
nation. It is very important to give 
attention to Institutions, such 88 the 
Housing Bank of Br�ll. which 
translate theoretk.al knowledge 
Into practioal appllcatlon." 

Iran 

M, Vahlhl - Mln/8ter of Houting • 
and Urben O.�pmlHlt 
"Although the pTobtem. of human 
settlements In developed co.untrles 
dillers from those In developing 
countries. It Is a problem which 18 
worldwide. There shouli:1 be. a n  In­
ternational organization to dir.ec, 
settlement studies. coordinate 
national settlement plans and 
prepare an overall worldwide 
policy. And any human settternenl 
policy should tnc;lude the situatlo� 
of the homeless_ and the refugees. 

• 

Peffalosa has repeatedly stressed 
that Habitat "Is not an isolated event 
covering two weeks at Vancouver 
but part of a process which has 
already begun and must continue 
after the conference ends." The 
preparatory process Is u Impor­
tant as the conference Itself, he 
!!&Id. Evenls at the llrst meeting of 
the· Preparatory Committee under­
lined his view. 

The w·ork ol lhe Committee wu 
impor$ant In several ways: 
1) It elaborated a number of key
theme� and Issues which It believ­
ed were central to lhe Conference, 
but endorsed the view of the 
secretarial that the provlalonal 
agenda must be lett open until alt81' 
the analysis of the national reports 
and the regional me.elingi,, 
2) It  endor,sed the timetable of
preparatory ·activities laid out by 
the secretartal, Including the Im­
portance of the regional meetings 
and the  reconvening or the 
Preparatory Committee In time to 
submit the provisional agenda to 
tha thirtieth General Assembly. 
3) It strongly supported the view ol
the secretariat that the audio-visual
component ol the Conference be
given lull support in order to permit
participation by all governments.
tn general the ·Committee approved 
the rest of the secretariat report 

• on the progress over the past year
and plans for the remainder of tile
preparatory process - Including
the programme tor the UN theme
exhibit, the state of the world report
beir:ig preparei:! in conjunction wltll
the Centre. tor Housing, Building
and Pfenning and speclallzed
agencies concerned, parallel ac­
tivities ot non•governmental orga­
n,ui11ons, tile prepara11ons or t,lleHa.t Government, .and Information
plans.
The Preparatory Committee envi­
saged that the outcome of tile van.

couver conference will take three
forms: ,a declaration of pdnciples,
recommendations for national ac­
tion. and proposals tor inter-

India 

R . Gopalaswamy - Secretary to
the Government In Chsrge of
Housing and Urban Dllve/opment

"The dilflculty Is In reconclUng the 
needs and requrrements of 
developed cou11trles with thoae of 
I.he developing countrln. For a 
p e r s o n  w i thout a n y tl1fng. 
aomething Is be1'er; for a person 
with aomethlng now. 80methlng 
better Is what he wants. Inter­
national cooperation Is n88de4." 
"Just 88 the rich and poor In one 
nation should share the natural 
resources. ao should the rich and 
poor na.lions ahare the resource& of 
the world. Something sho11td be
done and II we ,don't act now the 
people at the bottOni may overtake 
us. The one world must be one." 

Dominican Republic. 

D. Fausto Correa
Office ol National Planning
"We consider human settlement. 
as vital to our country u Its 
economlc development. We are 
concerned about the basic 
relationship between rural and 
urban areas and about the rapid· 

, growth of urban areas which leads 
to squatter settlements." 

national co-oper.atlon.
The overall goal of the conference 
Is to improve the quality of life In 
human settleme·nts lor present and 
future .9erierations. Five major 
themes were cited which would 
provide a frultful int�nattonal ex­
chapge of exP,11rlence... and an 
approach to that goal. 
The themes, as formulated by the 
Committee, are: national settle­
ment policies and • development; 
social and economic aspects of hu­
man settlements: planning and 
management ot human settlements: 
design and construction of shelter, 
lnlrastructure and services l'or 
human settlements; human 
settlements and the natural en­

vironment. 
Of'. the many human settlement 
rssues which ·were discussed, 
several appeared to b.e deserving 
of urgent consideration. A fun­
damental lsStJe, was the need for 
the establishment of national 
human settlement policies as a key 
element in the national social and 
economic strategy. A related Issue 
was the development ot expllclt 
plan� at national, reglonat·and local 
levels concerned witli tile location. 
size, growth and interrelationship 
ol h·uman setilemen·t networks. 
Another urgent Issue was 10 define
meaningful minimum needs and 
standards as a target for the un­
iven;af Improvement of the quality 
or life, in human settlements com­
patible with ecotogfcal con�tralnts 
and within 1oc,1 socio-economic 
contexts. 
Also considered of prime impor­
t8nce was the need to plan the 
re.distribution and' promote .the In­
novative .IJse of resources. as well 
as to evolve,. compreliens1v� 
pollcies and programmes for the 
use of land ea a key resourtu. 
Still another issue was the develop• 
ment of appropriate lnstitutlonal 
structures required to lmplemenl· 
new poflcles, to Improve the 
management of existing systems. 
to educate and train the necessary 

. 

"the problem of human resources 
- or training people to operatu tile
technical equipment - 111 also our
concern. We need people In every
settle.ment who will promote the
Idea of developing that.$8Ulement."

Tanzania 

M. M:sangl :- Commissioner tor
Urban Dflvelopmenl
"Until thre.e years ago we thought a 
bulldozer was the best way to deal 
with squatter aettlements. Now we
realize that equatter s.ttlements 
are an asaet to the nation: a man 
has provided hie own sheller. My 
government tias decided to provide 
eaaenttal services to the people In 
aQuaner settlements - such Q

efectrlcity, roads. water, sewage, 
echools and markets." 
"We certainly hope that the 
Conference wlM bring into focu.s the 
problem of lower income people In 
developing countries and especfiJ. 
ly a commitment of the world com­
munity lo 8$Slst both flnanclally and 
in manpower. We have made a 
atart but It Is not enough. We'd like 
much more assistance." 

manpower, and to provide greatef 
scope tor participation In decision 
making and sell management . 
The Preparatpry Committee also 
approved a decision b.y tile Secre­
tary-General of the Conference to 
set up ad hoc workin,g groups · of ex­
perts to study specific human 
settlement Issues of broad · con­
cern, and the decision to set up an 
advisory panel to assist tt1e 
secretariat In the mounting Of the 
audio-visual component of the con­
ference. 
Major events on the timetable for 
the preparatory process Include: 
1-Submission by governments of 
the provisional version of national 
reports on human settlement 
pollcles. end of March. 
2-Re g l o n a l  P r e p a r a t o r y  
Conferences: Teheran, 14-19 June 
for ECWA and ESCAP; Cairo, 21-28 
June for ECA: Caracas, 30 Jun·e · 4 
July for ECLA: Geneva, 3-9 
September tor ECE. 
3-Reconvening ol the Prep Com­
mittee to review the provisional 
agenda of the ·conference tor sub­
sequent submission to the thirtieth 
General Assembly, last week In 
August 
4-CompletlO'n of audio-visual 
presentations by member states, 
end or 1975 
5-Second s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
Preparatory Committee to review 
policy papers, January, 1916. 
Stressing the importance ot major 
national ettorts In this programme. 
Penalosa warned that the outcome 
of the national and r�ional ac­
tivities this ye_ar will determine the 
success of the Conference." 

Egypt 
M. EI-Hifnawi - Chalrman,
Genera/ Organ;zatlon of Housing,
Building end Planning Research
"Because or the deatrucUon of 
many dwelllngs in lhe entire Suez 
Canal teglon and the tncreaaing 
national population, Egypt is very 
concerned about human settle­
ment problems. Unfortunately, 
since 1967 Egypt's .development 
programmes. such as Improve­
ment ol housing. have been p01t­
poned in favour of military priorities 
and olher Important projects. That 
It Why we are very lntereated In n­
ldeas or a new philoiophy of 
human Mttlamen� In connectlon 
with International, national or 
regional plan,:ilng .. • 
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re s. Which menuru ltiould be 

NGO's Announce 
program For ,., J.G. van Putten

Is not the only one. Our aims • 1 d 1 
muc" more ambltJoua.. we aim to taken In order to use an n a way 

a which sat11t1es the needs of the 
mobilize public opinion In prepar •

community as a whole? 
tlon for the Conference, The term

8. How should technology
Human Settlements covers many

transfer and lndustrlallzalion take 
subjects ·of 8 technical nature on

place to· give the maximum po1a1. 
which non-governmental . experts

Habitat Forum can make important contributlona. bte 1>9ne11t· to communities? 

The NGOs alSo plan to set In mo- Tl'!• NGO Committee will promote 
• 
I 

The two main groups of non­
governmental organizations related 
to United Nations activities, the 
Conference of NGOs in COO• 
aultative stall.ts with ECOSOC and 
the Environment Liaison Board, 
l\ave together created an NGO 
Committee for Habtiat. This C.om­
mlttee ls compo&ed of 14 members 
from dltferi!nt geographical a,eas 
representing a variety o f  concilrna 
and c,roles:slonal Interests. Its !unc­
tion is to encourage arid facilitate 
t!le Involvement of professional 
organizations, voluntary bodies 
and other groups and Individual 
citizens In Habitat. 
The Committee wm organize an 
NGO Conference called Habitat 
Forum in Vancouver to be l'leld 
s1mu1taneoualy with the olflclal 
Conference. This Forum wlll 
provide for an exchange of view& 
and el<pe'rlene98 beb_,feen NGO.. It 
w111 9P0f\80r-a wie. ot '�"* ano
..emlnars on subjects related to 

- •
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Habitat as well as demonstrauon 
exhibits and artistic p·ertormances. 
The NGOs hop.a to see developed a 
dialogue between participants In 
tile governmental conference and 
those in the NGO events. The NGO 
Committee hopes therefore that the 
Preparatory Committee and other 
UN bodies concerned will adopt a 
liberal attitude to the admission of 
NGO observers to the goveri:lme.r­
tal conference In Vancouver as well 
a s  to the regional and o(her 
preparatory meetings. For r:>ur part, 
we will welcqme government 
delegates who wi� to take part In 
ihe Forum. 
The NGO Committee will make a 
special effort to promote and asaiat 
the participation ol NGO represer\· 
tauves from developi'ng countries 
In the forum. 

tlon 8 worldwide discussion on at this discussion by a variety of 
least some 01 the que81ions relat� means: the publication of an NGO 

10 Habitat wl)lch are of a 'human newsletter: art.lcles In protesslonat 
f Which are of .lournels. NGO maoaz. Ines and. tlie nature. and some o · ·' 

great urgency. These queatlona general preJS, radii>, television an1;1 
should be dlscussed agalnsl the travelling exhibits. We will do this In 
background ol Jnterrelated cooperation with the UN ·1nforma-
problems wh lch were on the lion services. We a lso plan to 
agenda of other. Important .United publlsh a discussion guide and lo 
Nallons conferences:, envlronmen- promote the formation of natiOl\81 
tal degradation, the food crisis. NGO committees to stimulale 
sc&l'<:lty ot resources, population p u b l i c  p a r t i c ipation i n  the 
growth, economic an<f 1rad• preparations for Habit11t. We 1111ant 
relations. 1n these discussions, the t o  o r g a n i z e  regional N G O  
human factor should be  central end meetings. 
our Jilternatlonal res ·ponsibllities We realize that this Is an ambitious 
should be stressed. Hopefully the programme. We believe, however. 
outcome· will' lead io suggestions that It is vital to associate large eec-
f o r  In tens i f ied lnternallonal tors of the population with the 
cooperation. Conference and to make them 
Without try.Ing to be exhaustive or aware of the issues. 
exclusive the NGO Committee ha Public opinion must be mobilized In 
decided that thh, discussion Initially order to' generate the politlC'al will 
8"ould concen ttate on the follow- without which it Is  impossible to 

.Ing six questions: • take the d�lslonl! which are called
1.. How should � provide all for. Th11 participation ot NGOs and 

human beings with shelter and voluntary groups I s  therefore an es-

basic serv1c-,s (such as water, sential c,omponent of the entire 
sewage, health, education)'?' Co11ference. 

2. How should the quality of life Many governments haYtl realized
be Improved taking Into account this and have expressed their In• 
tne fulfillment of l)aslc minimum terest in NGO involvement. I should 
human needs and the existence of like to appeal to them ,to support 
cultural and lndlvldual differences? our efforts financially ·and to follow 

3. H o w  s h o u l d  t h e  I n - the example of the Canadian 
terrelatlonshlp. and parity of living Government, which has generousy 
standards as bet.Neen urban, rural agreed to finance host facllltles for 
and fringe areas be Improved? the NGO activities Including ad-

4. How can the population be In, !fllnlatralive and secretarial ser-
Although the 1-tabltat Forum 11 en volved in the · process of decision- vlc.s. 
Important ete'1lant ol �� pro· . m.akl!UI. · O!' l!u�an 

_ 
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Canadian NGO to Handle Vancouver Arrangements 
A specle1 non-governm·ental 
organlzatiOn hu b'•n cr�ted In 
Vancouver to handle arrangements 
for Habitat Forum In the hOs1 city. 
It's caned the Association in 
C.Oada Serving Organizations for 
Human Settlements (or ACSOH for 
short). 
ACSOH WU -.1abll11hed lut, year 
t,y a .group of repretentat1ves of In­
ternational, nauooal and loc�I 
NGOa and concerned individuals. 
Its purpose is  to ·stimulal .. facllltale 
and coordinate NGO activities for 
Habitat. It Is pr-lmarlly a "hosting" 
organizallon, and has no respon­
libility IOI' the substantive content 
of tl'le parallel oonlerence, which la 
being handled by the lnte<nallonal 
NGO Committee for Habitat. 
Howave<. ACSOH 1, wmlng close­
ly with the NGO Committee on euch 
things u arranging lor meeting 
rooms and 11,ving accommodatio(ls. 
and the distribution of newe about 
Habitat Forum. 11$ •rvlces are also 
a v a i l a b l e  to t h o s e  n o n­
governmental organizations 1:11ho 
want to organize th�r own par­
ticipation In Habltet outside the 
framework or Habitat Forum. 
Sevet'al Ofga11tzatlone have alr4'8dy 
expressed 'their inten1lon of dOlng 
this. They Include groups of lend· 
scape architects, bulldlng owna,a 
and managers. and environmental 
conM1ltant11. 

. As • non-profit corporation, 
4 �H le -.O eollctUng and da... 

bursing funds tor v1rloua NGO pro• 
;acts for Vancouver. It is incor­
porated under the law ot Canada ·10 
do tt:19. sources or funds include 
the naUonat provincial and local 
governments, foundations, private 
corporations, associations and 
prh1ate indlViduals. 
While It has figured prom inently ,,.. 
early arrangements for NGO par• 
tlcipallon In Habitat. ACSOH wlH 
more and more fu·nctlon ail a 
l>ac ·k.up service organization, 
operating prlntlpally on behalf of 
"H,bitat Forum.'' 'Though It will re­
lri.aln active, most ol what It does 
wlll be under the name Habitat 
Fofum, while the acronym ACSOH 
will be little used. Thus, Its office 
·(PO Elox 48360, Behtall Centre, 
Vancouver) is now establlahed u 

the main contact point tor lhoee .
aeeoclatlons and Individuals seek·
Ing Information on NGO actlvitiea.
A regular NGO news and informa­
tion aervlc:. will also originate from
the 1/ anoouver office.
Habitat Forum. because of Its open
atructure, should be able to accom• 
modate moe.t. it not all NGO ac­
tlvflles. However. some ectlvltlea 
may be devoted to'the Interests of  a 
speclNc group which wished to par.
llcipate irldependently from the
F0<um. The NGO COmmitt9' will In
no way attempt io dictate the form
ot content ot auch Individual
event,. a n d  the Vancouver
Secretariat wilt ti. avallel:Me lo eer­
vtc:e auch actlvlttes.

Would-be commerclal partt9lpants 
- for example, firms wishing to
dis p l a y  .pol lutlon c o n t r o l
equipment, etc., In a proposed In­
dustrial exhibition. wlll dellnltely 
not be inC'luded under the umbrella 
ol the Habitat Forum. However, 
l)lrt of the revenue from such 
events may well be used to co)lef 
pan ol the cost of non-commercial 
activities. It has been suggested 
I.hat their exhibition be called
Habitat Expo, to distinguish I t  trom
the UN Conference and Habllat
Forum.
Cullural events 11.re anticipated, too.

sucn u an exlilbltlon at the Van­
couver art gallery, theatrical perfor­
mances and concens. 11· has been 
aug_gested tllat these may b e
«>llected togelhtr aa a 'Celebrallon 
of Urbanity.: leatlval. Extensive fHm ' 
showings are planned alto: both of 
the official demon.etri:ltlon projecla 
(up to 200 hall-hour films) u well 
as commercial films related ·to tt,e 
oonference themes. 
Hll)ltat events wilt take place 
t h r o u g h o u t  the V an c o u v e r  
metropolitan area. The city la 
Canada's third largest, with a pop. 
utatlon or aome 600,000. It hu one 
of the moat spec,t.acular allff ol any 
city of the w04'ld. walled by snow­
gippe_d moun1alns on one aide and 
the «;on on the other.

Most of ttie Habitat Forum acttvlttea 
WIii tal<e Pl!Mle. on the campua of the 
University 01 erttleh Columbia, 
where up to 4,500 delegatea WIii 

elso be housed In 11tract1ve. 
modern, but re{ativety low-cost s t u ­
dent accommodaliona. A shuttle 
bus service will linlt the university 
campus to downtown (about 20 
min. ride) where the UN meetings • 
wlll take place In a civic theatre and 
the large public rooms o! the city's 
several m11jor hotels. It Is hoped 
that some. of  the NGO evflfltS, ·SUCh

as a dally briefing on the progress 
of the UN conference and major 
lecture$ 'WIii take place downtown, 
too. 
Arrangements tor both meetings 
and llvlng accommodation for 
NGOs will be handled by the Van­

couver NGO sacretariat (write: 
Habitat Forum, PO.  Box "8360. 
Ben.tall Centre ,  Vancouver). 
ReglS1ratlons are alreedy belng
accepted. 
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