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Why a conference on cities? |

Today almost one half of the world’s population lives In clties; projections for the year
2025 show that more than two thirds of us will be city dwellers. The world's cltioI
are growing by one miillion people each week. Cities today play a significant role in
development They continue to attract migrants from rural areas because they enable
people to advance sodally and economically. Cides offer significant economies of |
scale in the provision of jobs, housing and services, and are important centres of ;:1ro-
ductivity and soclal development.

However, the strass of this rapid urban population growth is often overwhelm-
ing. The long list of afflictions includes urban poverty rates of up to 60 per cent.
Desplte growing Investments, more than one third of the urban population live in |
substandard housing. Forty per cent of urban dwallers do not have access to safe |
drinking water or adequate sanitation. Primarily due to a rapid growth and a deteri-
orating urban environmant, at least 600 million people in human settiements (citles,
towns and villages) already live in health- and |ife-threatening situations, and almos
50 per cent of these are children. '

These concerns transcend the borders of developed and developing countn#s
The high rate of urban population growth in most reglons has led to common prab-
lems: congesdon, lack of fundsi to provide basic services, a shortage of adequate hous-
ing and declining infrastructure, to name a few. |

While these problems ara occurring in urban areas, cities still have an important
role to play In protecting the global énvironment In the face of rapid urban popula-
tion growth. Agricultural and livestock production In rural areas are pushing farther
and farther into ecologically fragile regions and cannot support a growing populatlbn.
The finite land and water resources make it imperative that human settlements be
carefully planned. Indeed, sustainable urbanization will ease the pressures caused by
encroachment on fragile natural hableats.

To address these mountlng chal-
langes, and to take advantage, of the. L ':"‘5' "'";g;;’""‘!”
opportunities resulting from technologlcal e
development, United Nations: Member
States will convene the second UN -
Conference on Human Settlements. Populatian
This Conference, commonly known as in billlons
Habicat Il and called the “City Summit”
by UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, will be held In Istanbul,
Turkey from 3 to 14 June 1996, The
themes of the Conference are sustain-
able human setdements In an, urbanizing
world and adequate shelter for all.

The Habitat 1| Conference focuses
on people and our relationship to our liv-.
ing environment. It Is the culmination of a
series of major UN conferences that have
addressed topics such as the environment, IR Rural popuation B Urban population
population, social development and women. !
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Improving governance
and participation
Inadequate leadership, corruption
and mismanagement have a harm-
ful effect on the physical, environ-
mental, social and ethical struc-
tures of cities. Habitat 1 will
encourage Governments and
local authorities to embark on
partnerships with urban dwellers
to improve management of cities.
In this way, Habitat |l will help to
create opportunities for citizens
to participate in local decision-
making procaesses, creating Inno-
vative solutions through partner-
ships.

Meeting housing and
infrastructural needs

Over one billion people around
the world live in inadequate con-
ditions — without piped water,
electricity, security of land tenure,
access to roads or health faclll-
tles. In many parts of the world,
the means available for produc-
tion and financing of housing

and urban infrastructure are too
limited to meet basic needs.

The United Nations Cantre for
Human Settlements, the Nairobi-
based agency and secretariat for
Habizat Il, advocates the recogni-
tion by Governments that they
alone cannot provide for the
needs of their populations.
Instead. Governments need to
play an enabling role through
reforming policles, Institutions and
legal frameworks. They should
facllizate involvement of all the
stakeholders from households
and community-based organiza-
tions through to the private sec-
tor and local government. This
would enable housing markets to
work more efficiently and to
guarantee equally to women and
men security of tenure, access to
land, access to credit and protec-
tion from arbitrary eviction, This
approach is at the heart of the
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Global Strategy for Shelter to the
Year 2000, which was adopted by
the General Assembly of the
United Nations In |1988.

Improving ﬂ';e urban
economy: Reducing
poverty and creating jobs

Urban poverty is rising at an
alarming pace, especially among
women. The informal economic
sector — which makes a substan-
tial contribution to the deltvery
of services, praduction of goods,
bullding of infrastruceure and
housing construction — often
provides the only opportunity for
the urban poor to make a living

“Habhtat Il Is more than a
Conference. It is a recognition
by the international commu-
nity = an awakening ... that
time is running out ...; that if
we want to save the firture, we
have no choide other than to
find answers today to one of
the most neglected and
urgent problems of aur time,
one that goes to the very
heart of our everyday lives —
how we live, where we live,
and, above all, if we live at all.”

Wally N ‘Dow, Secretary-
General, Habitat 1

Local informal housing construc-
tion, for example, generaces up to
20 per cent mare Jobs than high-
cost construction. Street hawk-
ing, waste recycling and food pro-
duction are primary sources of
income among the urban poor
and are lllustrative of the crea-
tivity of survival strategies.
However, the informal sector
itself Is often highly exploitative
and falls to raise people’s eco-
nomic development beyond mere
subsistence. Larger economic

strategies and more participatory
urban planning approaches that
take stock of local skills, tech-
nologies and materials are
required to generate new and
better-paying job opportunitiks In
cides and towns,

Incorporating ,
environmental concerns

In 1992 the Rio Conference on
Environment and Development
— the “Earth Summic” —
designed the Agenda 2|
Programme of Action to help
save a planet endangered by envi-
ronmental neglect and plagued by
poverty and underdevelopment.
Most of the goals agreed to in
Rlo can become reality only
through local action in citles !
where environmental threats are
Increasingly concentrated. Again,
it is the urban poor who are par-
ticularly endangered by environ-
mental degradation and poltution.
The world's Agenda 21 will fajl if
the city’s environmental agenda
(pollutlon, Inadequate sanitatlbn,
water supply and waste manage-
ment) |s not addressed. This is
being recognized by local author-
ities all over the world.
Sustainable development in the
twenty-first century will,to a
large degree, depend upon haw
cities, towns and villages every-
where interact with the environ-
ment and utilize natural
resources.

(
Increasing awareness
of gender issues
Women and men use and expe-
rience citles differently, according
to their roles, responsibilities and
access to resources. For exam-
ple, when basic services are lack-
Ing in a settlement, more often
than not it Is women who take
on responsibllities such as water
collaction and refuse disposal.
Women often have unequal .



access to resources such as
property, credic, training and
technology. All of these factors
must be addressed urgently, as
they make it harder for women
to improve their living standards
and those of their children.

drafting and debating the ele-
ments of the conference docu-
ment, the Habitat Agenda, which
will comprise a Statemant of

Principles and Commitments, and

a Global Plan of Action to be
adopted by the Conference.

“The City Summit encompasses many issues.There are hard
guestions to answer. How can we improve the governance
and finance of human settlements? What policies ore need-
ed to improve conditions for the poorest people, families
and communities? How can we ensure basic hygienic condi-
tlons in urban areas, while avoiding long-term damage to
the environment? Can we ensure that, by a target date, ade-
quate shelter will exist for all? What must be done to miti-
gate the effects of natural disasters and war? Can the cycle
of deprivation, conflict, devastation and failure to develop

be broker?”

Boutros Boutros-Ghali,

Secretary-Generual of the United Naticns

Disaster mitigation,
relief and reconstruction

As cities become larger and
more densely populated, they
become increasingly vulnerable
to natural and man-made disas-
ters such as earthquakes, floods,
Induserial hazards, epldemics, civil
strife and wars. Poor people are
forced to live in the most
exposed, dangerous and cramped
conditions; in flood-prone areas,
on steep hillsides or near pollut-
ed streams and waste dumps. As
a result, they are most likely to
lose thelr homaes or their lives
when disasters occur. Better
planning, access to affordable
urban land, and improved con-
struction methods can reduce
the extent of catastrophes.

The Habitat Agenda

In the preparations for Habitat Il,
many different partners are

The document will address key
issues facing the world's towns
and cities during the next two
decades, with speclal focus on
remedial acton In the next five
years (1996-2000).

Partlclpatiop

A unique feature of the Hablitat II
Conference Is the strong encour-
agement from States for the
active participation of local gov-
ernments, the private sector,
non-governmental organizatdons,
community-basad organizations
and the academic and scientific
communities. Member States
agree that these partnerships are
vital for more éffective planning,
resource mobilization and invest-
ment in all aspects of shelter and
human settlements development,
and for distributing the benefits
of economic growth more equi-
tably. .

National reports

and committees

As part of the preparations,
reports are being prepared by
Member States to reflect natignal
experiences and perspectives on
urbanization. In the vasc mﬂor‘ty of
countrles, Governments are Inyit-
ing non-governmental representa-
tives to join the natdonal commit-
tees preparing these reports.The
contact details of your national
committee may be requested from
the Habitat || secretariat.

Best practices

A major Initladve of the prepara-
tory process Is the identification
of “best practices for improving
the living environment”. These;suc-
cessful and sustainable approathes
to poverty eradicaton; managlhg
the urban environment; providing
access to land, shelter and finance;
empowering women and men;and
many other issues will be docu-
meanted and disseminated widely.
The Best Practices Initiative ls:
designed to inspire action and 'to
serve as a vehicle for the exchange
of knowledge, experience and

expertise.

UNCHS (Habitat)
The United Natlons Centre for
Human Settdements (UNCHS —
Habitat), was established in Nairobl,
Kenya in 1978, two years after the
Habitat | Confarence. Habizat is
responsible for the formulation and
implementation of the human set-
tlements programmes of the
United Nations. Habitat serves as a
think tank within the United |
Nations system, udlizing Its
research and technical analysis '
capacity to assist Governments in
improving the development and
management of human setdements.
Habitat’s operational actvides com-
bine technical advice, applied
research, training and information.
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The countdown to Istanbul

11-22 April 1994
First meecing of the Preparatory Committee for Hahitat I, Geneva, Switzerland

24 April-5 May 199§
Second meeting of the Preparatory Committee for Habitat I, Nairobl, Kenya

19-22 November (995

International Confaerence for Habitat Il on Best Practices for Improving Living Environments,
Dubal, United Arab Emirates

| December 1995 '

Deadline for Final National Plans of Action |

12-23 February 1996 |
Third meeting of the Preparatory Committee for Habitat Il, New York, United Stares of America

3-14 June 1996

Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II),
Istanbul, Turkey

For substantive information relating to Habitat |l and its NGO-related activities,
please contact

United Nadons Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

P.O. Box 30030

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: 254-2-62 30 33

Fax: 254.2-62 30 80

E-mail:Habita2 @unep.no

Habitat New York Office
United Nations

Room DC2-943

New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel.: (212) 963-4200

Fax: (212) 963-8721
E-mail:Habitac.ny@together.org

For more general public Information, please contact:

United Nations Department of Public Information
Room $-1040

New York, N.Y. 10017, USA

Tel.: (212) 963-1786 or (212) 963-0353

Fax: (212) 963-1186

E-mall:Vasic@un.org
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