








have not attempted to retrofit technology 
into the schooling metaphor; rather, we 
have left factory schooling to the Indus
trial Age. Wondertree is a learning 
community working with children as 
naturally growing and developing organ
isms. Our consensus community learning 
model has enfranchised the group of teen
agers in Virtual High (http://bc
education.botany.ubc.ca/VH/lndex.html) 
with the responsibility of living accord
ing to_ their hearts - Jiving to "realize their 
ideals" in the world. 

The world is information, and as this 
trip to Istanbul attests, our youth are 
learning in a global ecology. Charged 
with the responsibility of living life to 
the fullest, they are enthusiastically trav
eling the world, researching sustainable 
living. David Muncaster (see Common

Ground July 1996) is now doing village 
research in Nepal; a group recently trav
eled to Findhorn to participate in an 
international eco-village conference; and 
our trip to Istanbul made connections in 
Africa, Papau New Guinea, Australia, 
Denmark ...... 

FALSE CREEK 
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
All these ideas were brought back to 

Vancouver to seed an incredible oppor
tunity for this city to establish itself as a 
wo rld leader in ecological living. The 
City of Vancouver is planning to develop 
forty-seven acres of city-owned land 
along the southeast edge of False Creek 

-· • a susu..,nab\e community deve\opment. 
It could become a world class demonstra
tion project that would match Granville 
Island as a tourist resource. 

Imagine a sustainable community that 
can grow a significant portion of its own 
food, integrating rural agriculture and 
permaculture into the urban environment. 
Envision a community that collects its 
own water from rooftop rainwater and 
that can biologically transform its own 
sewage into drinking water in four days. 

Bernard Willemsen, 
parapsychologist, explores the 
powerful role of the psyche in 
health, healing and spirituality 
in his thought-provoking and
inspiring new book. 
"I can �commend it to anyone who 
is struggling to sort out the physical, 
emotional and spiritual issues of life." 
The Aquarian, May 1996 

From your favourite bookstore 
or Qi.war Books, J-888-299-2665 
SI 4-95 plua 14.00 S & H (Yiu) 

Visualize an urban village that can gen
erate a significant portion of its own 
energy and draws on new technologies to 
heat the community using one-sixth the 
amount of energy used in conventional 
developments at one-sixth the cost. 

Imagine what would happen if 
neighbours knew each other and worked 
together for both economic and for social 
gains. Appreciating that both the school 
and the old age home are obsolete and are 
insults to the sensibilities of both 
marginalized groups, imagine designing 
a sustainable village where everyone be
comes a mentor and a caregiver who 
shares both the responsibi I ities and the 
joys ofliving together. 

Consider what people could do with 
the many hours each day that could be 
devoted to individual fulfillment, family 
enjoyment and community development 
if most people didn't have to commute to 
work or to school. What could happen if 
people lived, worked, learned and played 
in a sustainable urban village? What 
would happen across the country if our 
city invested in one example of what is 
possible as a benchmark for sustainable 
development and ecological living? 

housing in the Lower Mainland. Twenty 
youth (ages 18-24) will be employed next 
year (October 1996 to March 1997) to 
incorporate innovative technologies for 
sustainable living into a lifesize interac
tive public display at Science World. 
Families can contact our resource team 
who will make a home visit to evaluate 
energy-saving technologies that can help 
them live more efficiently by saving re
sources and money. Many systems that 
promote local efficiencies have been 
developed and are in use around the 
world; they just need to be implemented 
here at home. 

CHANGE IS UP TO US 
Our trip to the UN conference made 

one thing very clear: no one is in charge. 
No one is managing or can even begin to 
understand the affairs of the planet. Each 

government is investing billions of dol
lars to destroy the 3,000 indigenous 
Kurdish villages in eastern Turkey and 
displace 3,000,000 people from their 
homes. 

Is this an effort to bring focus to the 
key problems of the world? Or is it in
tended to make a mockery of interna
tional and United Nations attempts to 
influence governments and multinational 
corporations? 

Since rhetoric was the order of the day 
at the government level, the role of sav

ing the earth seems to be up to you and 
me, and more importantly, up to us. In
dividually, we cannot save the earth. Yet 
the collective efforts of individuals work
ing together in bio-regional communities 
can and will have positive global effect. 

Let us work together to help make sure 

In preliminary research it has been cal
culated from Statistics Canada data that the 
average Canadian family of four needs to 
earn $65,000 per year to keep ahead of the 
$64,000 it costs to live annually. This same 
family could live in a sustainable commu
nity on about $40,000 annually. The 
money saved could be invested, or fuml-· 
lies could introduce job sharing and in
crease family time. A sustainable 
community is one way to step off the ttead
mill or assembly line into a simpler, more 
relaxing and fulfilling way ofliving. 

organization is the 
puppet of the forces 
of a collection of 
other organizations, 
each out of control 
in this way. We have 
come home con
vinced that it is up to 
each individual to 
take responsibility 
for effecting positive 
change, to work with 
�ther local groups, 
and to trust that th is 
is happening world 
wide. 

Our hope for the future. Children in a Turkish village. 
Photo by David Allan Weir. 

To further our research into sustain
able living and to make a difference in 
society through energy-efficient strate
gies, Wondertree has initiated a youth 
employment project to reduce the eco
logical footprint of existing and planned 

With this thought in mind, I will con
clude with this reflection on Habitat II. I 
am not sure what to make of the follow
ing series of coincidences. Rio held a UN 
environmental conference, while Brazil 
holds one of the world's worst records for 
the destruction ofa biodiverse rainforest 
ecosystem. Beijing held a women's con
ference, when China holds one of the 
most significant records for human rights 
violations. Then Istanbul holds a UN con
ference on ltabitation, when the Turkish 

Pegasus Pro m otions Pr ese n t s  

that the False Creek sustainable commu
nity initiative becomes a benchmark for 

new ideas - a community which by ex-. 
emplifying these ideas, inspires others to 
create new ways we can all live more gen
tly on this earth. 

Brent Cameron, M.A., is the co

founder and co-creator of the 
Wondertree Foundati on for Natural 

learning. He is a learning consultant 
working with models of lifelong learning 
in self-design, consensus community, 
ethical enterprise and global ecology. 
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