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'' 1\, eilfly M Ll1e 16th century, lst,mlwl, 

capital of tl,c llo111an l:111pirc, l,ad 

learned and was tryi11� lo lc,1d1 the re l 

of Ll1c world a lesson Ll1,1l we arc l111ly 

now reco�ni7.in� as vital lo the co11li11ucd 

l1calLl1 and dcvcloprnenl of the world's 

cilics: Tk,L l1uman beings should he 

Lrcaled well rc¢ardlcss of race, elhni1..ily 

or religion. ,, 
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FROM\! Al�COUVER TO 

ISTANBUL 

The first United Nations Conference on I luman ettlemenls, I labitat 1. was 

held in Vancouver, Canada, in 1976. At that time there was still tl,e belie( 

that rapid tu1>ani7..alion could be mitigated or even clif{used. But this lrns not 

happened. In the twenty years that have �nc by, urbanization and lar¢c city 

�owth have continued relentlessly. Reco�nition of the urgency of ilic problem 

led participants of the 1992 Earth Stmunit in Rio lo request the o!llanization 
of a second United Nations onference on l lw11an ctt.lements, I labital 11, lo 

addre,s tl1e persisting problems of housin�, settlement and urbanization. Lo an 
attempt lo fonnulate solutions lo these problems, tl,c United Nations General 

As,,embly decided in December J992 Lhal a new N Conference on I luman 

Selllements he convened in Istanbul, between June 3-1+, 1996. 

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

GOALSANDPfilOfilTffiSOF 

HABITAT II 

The overall objeclives of I labital lI arc to increase global and national

awareness of the problems facinl! human settlements; to lul;ll1lid1t their 

potential role in fostering social progress and economic ,lrowth, and to 

encourage the world's leaders to make conurubnents towards makin;! the 

world's cities, towns, and villages, healthy, safe, just and sustainable. The 

success of I labitat J[ wiJJ depend on concrete proposals and action plans 

devclopccl during tl,e conf crence, as well as the popular support these plans 

will receive. 

The 21st Century is only a few years away. By then the overwhelmin� 

majority of the world's population will be living in cities. Urban settlements 

will become the primary pla e for tl,c struggle for development. The challenge 
of sustainable development is a challenge of urban settlements. 

I Jabitat IL will be Ll,e last building block of the efforts of tl,e internationa.l 

community to shape ilie �Jobal aj.lenda of the 2 lst entury. Drawin� its 

,trcngth from 11 decade of U I onfcrcnccs, l labitat !I wiJJ provide a tan�iblc 

way of canyin� oul their �oals. It is for this reason that I labitat ll has been 

renamed as the· umnul of the ununits" by Dr. Boutros 13outros-Gl,ali, 
the cerctary General of tl,c U nilecl a lions. 



In aJJition, "one J,,y ioinl mcd111� i;; pbnneLl lo brin¢ lo.:clhcr diff crenl 

�oup:; partieipalinii,1 i .n these fonum. The forums will &Ml 011 �lay 10, 1996 

.,nd Mil generally b.t. two lo tl,rec Jays. 

R'")l ''NDTAHLE�: 

Between June 3, �lon&y and June 8, :3,,lurday tlwr-, will be thcmali.: round 

t.,ble meclini,!5 evol,-in¢ around tl,c concept of cities of tomorrow. 

li\'TER.."\!ATION,\l TR.,\DE 1;,\JR 

As ti,,., l10st country, Turkey is o�ani;r.in� an inlcmational tratle fair ln 

l1i,!l1li�hl and promote tlw wry best pracli.:cs of the priv.1lt- sector in fields 

sud, a� dc-.:cnl and nfforclablc housin¢, sustainable ,.,nilalion ;;y,kms, gfc 

and dean lransporlalion and encrjily, con,tn,ction tcdmol�ies, dc·1>endablc 

lelecommunicalions, and cnvironmenldl lcdrnol�ic-,,. '!'he event it,;clf will J:,c 

a tn,ly unique opporlW1ity for tl,c bu,u1c� people lo mecl the prof c'S:lionals 

anJ Jeci�ion 1nakcN fro1n 185 counlri�s al a sin�le v1tnuc. 

• Nalional pavillions

• More tban 500 compani<:s

• 30.000+ tRJ. m. covcr<:d exhibition ,pace 

• 60.000 ,;q. m. open cxltil1ilion .pa,c 
• Part of tl,c total cxl,ibiLion space will be .,llo,:alL.J free of d1ar..<c lo the 

1 1,,hit,,t II :3,,._,-cl,,rial, for ti,,., u,e of finn,; fmm th" lca,.I ,k,,cln1wtl ,·,,unhi,•s. 

EXI IIBIT10NS: 
Exhihilon, lo lie lwld in 1,i.anbul clurin¢ I labital II C' onfcrence will mdu<lL·, 

,11110111! othc•ra: 

• l�tanhul-W ,,rid Cily 
• I lou,m� ,rnd Scttlc111e11t in Anal,,lia-A I lisloric,il Per,pecfo·c. 

·rtic.c two exl,ibiLion.: will take pbcc in tlw olJ J\\int Buil.lini;! (l).111,hanc)

adja,ent lo Topkap, Palace. Thi, 1,istori,,,l builtlin.i � bcin>! re,lt,rcd f ,lr

I labitat II and ,vill ;;L•rvc as the Istanbul City J\luseum after Ll,c l'onfcrencL'.

• An exhibition of all tl,c winners of the .:ovt:ted ,\i,ib.i Khan Prv.c f t1r

Ar, bi lcctu re.

• llc'Sl Pr,1cticc, for lmprovinl! Livin¢ E,wironnwnb. The l labit.il 11

Sccrcldrial will o�anizc exhibits of Ll,c best hou,:inl! ancl settlement

prndi"cs b-om arouml the world. 

• The lnlcmali,,nal l',tion of Ard,ito:cls (ll I,\) is also prcparin� several 

cxhibiL, within the f mm,•wurk of I laliitat LI. 

SOME L l�TI IE OT! !ER ACTIVITIE' 

• One minute video f cslival 011 citics

• Film and mu,ic fe::livili ori;!ani,.,d jointh with tbc lslanl,ul Puumlation of

Culture am.I Art.

• The World l:nvinmmcnt Day will bc cclebrnt.iJ on June 9, 1996.

• ,\n "lnlemational Sympo,ium on Scttlcmcnl and I lou,u,� in Anatl,lia

Tbroui!h tbc ,\�s" ,,r)!aim.cd jomlh wit!, LI,,., ln,tituk of Arche11ln,1y

• An open.in;;! event will be hcl,l on June 2, SunJay L'n:ninl!. fhc Conference

will cnJ wit!, a clo,in;;! cwnl on June J-1,, 1996.



THE 11'-J REASING IMP 

F CIVIL OCIETY AS 

RTANCE 

IATI NS 

The l976 \I a.nmuvcr Conference opcraled under Lhe premisc thal Ll1e 
problems of l1ousin;!, hwnan settlements and u:rbaniz.ation could be solved 
mainly lhrou¢h policies and proerams pur:,-,.,ed by stales. In other words, the 
primary role in cstablislung housing and settlement policies was assigned to the 
state. In contrast, [ labital IT will empl1asi7.c the role o( civil society in findi11e 
and implementing solutions. Tluoueb broad-based participation, cmabfu1¢ 
,hak)!y, and a new conception o( govemru1ce, Habitat rT will seek lo 
empower those cl.irectly involved in l1urnan settlements. 

At the second Preparatory Comnuttee �leetin¢ held in Nairobi in April 
1995, il was recommended that m addition to the Plenary and the lain 
Com.nuttee, a new comnuUee should be established. In tlus new Partnership 
Comnutlec, the represenwlives of local adnunishation:i, NGOs, academ.ics, 
profess:ionals in the areas of l10using ru1d l1uman setllemenls, trade unions and 
the private sector will present the views, evaluations, proposals and comnut­
ments ¢enerated in tl,eir forums lo the dele¢ates of the parlicipal:i.ng nations, 
"'ho, in tum will convey them to tbe Plenary of the Conference. 

At the second PrcpCom it was also decided that an '11lemal:ional Faci.litatin¢ 
Group ([FG) would be scl up by Ll1e intemationaJ 1GO commwuly in order 
lo assist the Turkish NGOs in oreanizine lhe NG "I forum lo be lie Id duri11� 
I labilat U. A professional NGO secrelanat and Ll,e NGO I lost Committee 
composed of about 20 Turkish �GOs were sci up after tlus m�eting. 

HOST COUNTRY PREP ARA TIO NS 

The I lousin� Development Adnunistration of Turkey ([IDA) is Ll1e 
0�ani7.ation responsible for coordinating and implemenlin!l the preparations 
for I labilat ll, as well as provid.ine the required fundin�. hi tlus ctmtt:xt, 
I labilal ll Project Coordination Un.it has been established in lslru1bul, wlucb 
� cquipix,d with funds ru1d operational capacity for a Lask of lhcsc dimensions. 

1n Au�ust 199.J.., a Task Force was establi.Jwd lo .::oordinale the activilics of 
the Hahilal Secretarial, the Prep om, and lhe host country. 

l.n order lo S<.'Cure Ll,e necessary public ;;upport and lo create an almospl,erc 11( 

coordination aml cooperation for tl1e preparatory work lo be carried out in 
Istanbul, the I labilat U lstanbul �ruuzation Commiltec was cstahli,.hcJ 
Chaired by the •ovemor of Istanbul and l,avi.n� more than forty nwnilier,;, 
this Committee includes heads of all the relevant brandies of �cntral and lrn:al 
govcmmenls in Istanbul, as well as the representatives of various pmf e,,ional 
orj!,rnizalions. 

The HOA has also si211ed a contract witl1 the VIV I labilal U Consortium 
wlucl, will be t-esponsible for arrangements ;;uch as hole I reservations, tra\'cl 
arrangements, catcrin�, ,cttin� up a centralizecl information system, trans­
portation and preparations al all tl1e pren1.Lses. 

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The T urkisl1 National omnuUcc, �-t.abli.l,cd in October 199.J.., is composed 
of members of li,ustries, parliamentary commissions, univen.ilies, local 
ad,n.inistralions, d1a111bers of commerce and industry, professional 
or!laniY.alions, tratlc lllUOns, housing cooperatives and NG ,. l"Jm
Committee wliich has bC'ell meetin� on a regular basis ,incc ils fow1dation, 
now has representatives from 90 1 G s, 20 unjvcrsilics, 23 nU11istries and 
¢ovemmental orj;lan.iYA1tions md 7 local admirustraliom. There is al:,() an 
,\dvisory Board composed of acadcnucs ,uid urban practiuoners, which hi!:' 
been a.-5islin� The National ommitlcc in prepanne tl1e Nati<mal Report anJ 
Plan of Action. The ,\dvisory Board bas also been conlributini;l lo the foonu­
lation of the I labilat II A¢cnda. 



ISTA
N

BUL, TI-IE HOST OF 
HABITAT II 

St:raddlin� across the Bosphoms, Istanbul is lo ated at the cromoacL of E,st 
and West, 0!ortl1 and Soutl1. This megacity w;th a populal:ion exceeding 10 
mJlion, is al.a a center of trade, commlmicalions and ClJh,re. Heir to diver.se 
imperial traditions, Istanbul presents a kaleidoscope of culture and hb-tory and 
displays a bannony of contrasts. It is the home of the covered hazaar, the 
world's oldest and largest market, but also Europe's most modem sl1oppi11g 
centers. Its nostalgic h,rn of d1e century street ca.rs vie with modem luxury 

cars along streets where the Ottoman Sultan's mounted entourage once 
pa ..ssed. The Blue Mosque, St. Sophia and the T opkap1 Palace are some of Ll,c 
sites located in the old city, the door to the Orient. Istanbul is also a nocturnal 
city. Restaura11ts, night dubs, rock-cafes a11d discos stay open tJl tl1c small 
hours of the day. Home to the youngest urban population in Europe, lstanlml 
is a city where problems and solutions exist side by side. 

Tbis end1anted city is now getting ready to host the last summit of the 20tl1 
Century. During Habitat LI, h-tanbul will host some 20.000 decision-makers, 
political and .ocial leaders, experts, professionals and NGOs. They will come 
to lstanblJ to make crucial decisions for the improvement of human settle­
ments alJ around tl1e world. Constitufo1g a unique laboratory in Ll,e quest for 
solutions to urban problems, Istanbul is tbe ideal site for l labitat ll. 

WHAT WILL I-IAPPEN lN 
ISTAlJBUL 

THE CONFER.Er CE: 
It is estimated tbaL participants in the official conference, wlud1 will include 
the members of official delegations, along wit!, .-epresentatives of L 1 

organizations, local administrations and 10 :-'ls, will number around 2.500.

PARTNE!<S FORUMS: 
During Habitat IT, in addition to the official conference, separate forums will 
be orga,uzed for: 
• Mayors, members of city colmcils and associations of citie�;
• Parliamentarians; 
• Researchers, acadenucs and professionals in dw 8elcL of l101.l$Ul� and 

settlements; 
• Non-profit orga,uzations and foundations; 
• Privale seclor; 
• Trade-,mions; 

G s and civil .ociety associatio11S.

Work is also underway to organize a Forum on Hwna11 Solidarity wlud, will 
bring tog<.>tber cm.minent persons from all around tlic world. 



THE ONFEREN E VALLEY Vl.:1 lJES 

In l,lanhul, Lhe Conference, the =ciatcJ fonims and moirl of ud1cr parallel 
activitie;; will he held in tl,e "Conference Valley". 1 lavinl! a lotal seutin� 
capacity of dose lo 20.000, tl,e huildinl!o in the Conference\/ alley have been 
:.aclcctcd a. tl,c most convenient prcmi.""C;; hecau_--c of their central localion and 
d,cir bein� within walku,i,1 distance from cad, olhcr and 1110.l of d,c major 
l,otels. Ourin� I lahiLat 11, the Valley will be turned into a pedestrian zone. 

fficial Conference: 0 Lutf,, Kirclar 011,!rc,;s Center O "'cmal l�c:;il Rey 
Concert I lall O I lilt,111 Conv.:nlio11 Center 
Forums anJ Parallel Activilics: C, �luhsin E,-t.u�rul Thcaln1 • Atatiirk 
CLtltural Center O I larbiyc Cultural enter O L,1.a11bttl Tcdrnical 
l Jnivcn:ity-T�k,�la Campus O lpcn-uir Tlwatrc 
Conf crence fficc:J: 0 1 larbiyc ""'ultural Center O I lilton C,11wcntio11

cnti,r C, Media Center anJ DP! L fficcs 

For ao...-ammodation and travel arani:,,mcnls please cont,,d tl,c official ai:t,nls of I labilal II Con[crencc: 
VlV I IABff AT II CONSOR'llllM 

cu�u ll'RIYETC,\D ,\DU I !AN "ZlO/,\, IIARBIYE 8023() ISTA:'\Blll/111RKEY 
1T:IJ3PI IONE: (90-212) 232 78 09 FAX (C)(J..212) 23182 33 

For further infonnalion on Habitat ll lntcmaliona\ Trade Fair: 

CNR INfERNATIONAL FAIR ORGANlZA llONS L'i(' 
ATA Tf'"RK II,\ \I AL!MANI KARSJSI. L'OBANCESME KA \/SAGI, YE;;ILKOY 3-1-$3() 1srANIJl ll./J1 lRJ(I. \ 

TELEP! IONE: (90-212) 663 lIB 81 (I()() LINS) FAX: (90-212) 663 01/ 'l5 

For [lJJ'lher inf,mnotion, plca.e conloct: I fABffAT II PROJEL-r L\.XlRI >IX,\ nC1N l l)l;IT 
7-S.KISJ,11-7-B lll.0" D 12, A TAKO\' 3-1-750 lSTANBL11./ll RKE\'Tcl.,,h.,,,., (90-21?.)559l/7S..:; I·.- (90-212)5._,;<JOS(J<I

lnkmct l,.,J,,1-kJ@yu111u m•m tuh,1.Jr �" .Ir 
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HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT 


