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Cities • • 'rotten' views 
versus 
rea.l people 

NOW THAT the news is out that the 
Canadian Government is likely to sponsor 
Barbara Ward's International Institute for 
Environment and Development to un
dertake a nationally-based study on why the 
cores of cities so often go rotten Gremlin 
herewith chips in his unasked-for twocen
tsworth. 

lIED is an organisation-which is based 
in London and which undertakes valuable 
work in the field of environmental research. 
London is a city, the Easl End which has 
suffered from · blight, from senseless 
clearance programmes, from heartless 

Two-wheel two-way message
RAJEEV SETHI rides miles on his bicycle 
at Habitat Forum. It's his way of com
municating the message of Habitat to the 
remote villages of India. 

His bicycle is stationary. It has no 
wheels. liut the chain on the bicycle drives 
an axle-connected to three picture boxes. As 
he rides along, talking all the time, colourful 
pictures turn over simultaneously on all 
three picture boxes. It's a crude but ef
fective tum form of audio-visual com· 
munlcation - one he plans to take with him 
back to India with the message of Habitat. 

You can join Jn Sethi's "person
powered dialogue" on human settlements 
and population at the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation workshop in Hangar 
8 twice a day at 1-100 and 2000. 

r.---------------� 
I 
I ORDER NOW 

U ls hoped fo print a bumper issue of 
Jerich o incorporating all the essential 
contents of our Habitat coverage if 
there is sufficient demand. If you would 
like to receive a copy (or copies), 
please flll In your order below and hand 
it in at the Information Desk in Hangar 
6 at the Forum or send it to: 

PO Box 48360, 
Bentall Centre. 

Vancouver. 

Copies of this special issue will cost 
SZ.50 plus postage. You wUI be invoiced 
later. Bulk rates on application. 

Please send me ........ copies of a 
special issue of Jirlcho. 

Name ( Block Capitals� ••••••••••••• 
································ · ··

Address ( Block Capitals) •••••••••.•• 
········· ··························

........•................... .... ... 

L----�----------� 

Back home in India, Sethi ls a con
sultant on communication and rural 
reconstruction programmes. The hundreds 
of hand-made pictures, using collage, 
puppetry, photography, paintings and an
cient symbols have been put together by 
villages in northern India and illustrate 
problems relating to their own habitat. 
Some of the text comes from an ancient 
religious book, whose 5,000•year-old 
message remains valid today. 

The presentation is designed to be 
transported by bullock cart from village to 
village where It is shown and discussed over 
a period of days, rather than minutes. Sethi 
hopes that the dialogue with his Habitat 
audiences may enrich the discussions he 
will have with villagers and politicians at 
home. 

For anyone wishing to see, and un
derstand, the reality of Indian village life 
this evocative presentation is not to be 
missed. 

Sethi ls critical of the way governments 
sometimes try to communicate develop
ment programmes to the villages they are 

· trying to help. He gives as an example SITE,
the Satellite Instruction Television
Experiment in India, where "government

WE wish to thank the Canadian media 
coordinators for a delightful evening Sunday 
when we were entertained royally at the 
Aquariu. (}Veil, some of us). Yes, we know. 
in a place where fish conservation is a 
priority it does seem a bit odd to be served 
so much of the cooked and smoked variety. 
But whal particularly charmed Jericho 
(m06t of us) was the entertainment in the 
form of a spontaneous happening. 

Enter left Joyce Atkinson of Women 
Today with Michael on a lead with bells 

television propaganda" is beamed via 
satellite to 5,000 villages. 

"Communication is a two-way streeL 
It's a dialogue, and this is not a dialogue," 
he says. 

Sethi says communication ln villages is 
traditionally carried through communal 
activities such as theatre, mime, or chatting 
around a pipe. He says SITE breaks this 
traditional pattern of communication -
where as his bicycle-powered presentation 
communicates in a way that the vlllagers 
will understand. 

"My form of communication ls not 
programmed. The villagers can stop me 
bicycling any time to discuss what's going 
on. It's not a message being bombarded at 
you from a screen. It's at a level where 
people can understand." 

"If you can help the villagers share in 
the experience of Habitat it acts as a 
catalyst to getting them talking and thinking 
about their own situation. Sometimes Jn 
doing just that the solutions come by 
themselves." 

And that's why Sethi goes on bicycling, 
convinced that his rough and ready form of 
communication can beat television and film 
any day. 

round his neck. (Michael is a cat>. Stage 
right looms Paul Akehurst, Media Director. 
We are not sure whether he is anti-hero or 
villain. "I'm not accrediting no (expletive 
deleted) cat." The heroine (?) pledges 
undying love to Michael, refuses initially to 
be parted, and bursts into delightful stage 
tears. Exit . . . . but only to reappear 
later without cat, we think, to level more 
protests. The stem representatives of 
authority banish her from the Aquarium. In 
one last melodramatic scene she plunges 
into the whale pool. This upsets the 
Aquarium authorities and the whale, who 
has apparently just lost its mate and is 
pining. 

H this is restaged we suggest a couple of 
amendments. Firstly, with the trend to 

relocation of families in high-rise buildings, 
and from lhe disruption of what was once 
the most cohesive and proudly old-fashioned 
of British communities. With the closure of 
the docks and the decline of other industries 
in the East End, jobs and young people have 
left Docklands. The people who have stayed 
face lengthening "dole" queues, worsening 
transport systems and the sorl of urban 
decay which can be seen in many other 
parts of the world But the people are not sad 
as much as they are angry. 

A few years ago that part of the East 
End sandwiched between the man-made 
lagoons of the dockyards and which goes by 
the name of the Isle of Dogs literally 
pronounced a Unilateral Declaration of 
Independence - Independent not so much of 
Britain as from the people outside the East 
End who were planning Dockland's fate. 
The situation was not entirely dissimilar to 
that in Tondo in Manila, Sha Tin in Hong 
Kong or many other areas where people are 
today protesting against the plans which 
others have formulated for them and which 
fail to take notice of their opinions and of the 
ordinary complexities of their social fabric. 

The whole trouble is that these so-called 
"rotten" parts of cities (which is an 
arrogant phrase used by people who don't 
live in them) are plagued by the ideas of 
those who are convinced that what they need 
are yachting marinas, expensive hotels, and 
high-cost accommodation - all those things 
which would price out or force out the local 
people. In London, these were the in
nova tions proposed for Docklands 
Redevelopment. 

Fortunately, East-enders themselves 
have successfully opposed a number of such 
schemes. They have even organised their 
own "People's Habitat" which is taking 
place in London at the same time as this 
Conference and which is run by people who 
couldn't or wouldn't afford to come to 
Vancouver. And "People's Habitat" has a 
simple message for all of us here: "The 
problem is that the planners don'l un
derstand us. They don't ask what we need. 
Take transport for instance; the transport 
boys at County Hall don't live in town and 
don't travel to town by bus. They's all got 
cars. How on earth do they know what's 
wrong wilh public transport? They'd rather 
have a motorway than an extra bus. And it's 
all the same, whether it's housing, rents, or 
playgrounds for the kids." 

But what has all this got to do with IIED 
and what has IIED got to do with all this? 
The East-enders' answer of "nothing, 
mate" should really be qualified. It may be 
that IIED and the other organisations which 
get contracts out of the whole Habitat 
programme will do extremely valuable 
pieces of research. But they won't unless the 
questions they are paid to answer are put to 
people who understand the practice of urban 
life, rather than just the theory. 

This must be recognised not only al 
national levels but internationally and sub
nationally. Men and women wlfo get their 
hands dirty must be involved in all levels of 
human settlement planning. They are 
irreverent when confronted by people who 
think they have a lot of answers, but they 
themselves have brain, brawn and 
motivation. Their organisation- a milliard 
self-contained settlement-improvement 
teams - may not be a bureaucratically tidy 
as regional commissions and national 
research groups. But it sure as hell might be 
more effective. 

nudity in modem drama, we suggest the 
female lead strips prior to the plunge. 
Secondly, shouldn't the episode be captured 
for posterity as a Habitat audio-visual 
capsule? 

THE Spanish-into-English translation 
facility at Hangar 5 broke down briefly and 
mysteriously yesterday morning as the plea 
came over the earphone: "You know I can't 
shout all day." 

PAUL THOMPSON, managing director of 
Mutual Housing Services in Jamaica, 
promised a short speech at yesterday's 
morning briefing for NGOs in Hangar 5. He 
kept his word, explaining: "J:s.11aica is a 
land of wood and water, but no sta !is tics." 
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