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dte rnation of three-gaters of e citizens to hawv a greater shar in te
walth thir Il&urs hlpd to produo, bga in te late 19 Cntua € push
society &\sds a rater less skwd ad indefe.lsible distr mution of read - ac
e pressuus have cntinud ewr since. In fact, w can cr her to soOthing of
an historical conclusion. I7ere th conjunction of a fa-sighted sense of justict
ang the fortunate ad urgent pressure for fairer shars &ng te mss of th
pople hav prduced a steaily mintained m—ent of refon, a readiness to
rcnsider mstitutional blocags, a ability to sit doO together ad aQ about
tle realities of daily bra ad &ut te rigts of th "porest he™, thn that
society, with all i1ts difficuties ad distu m—cs, has nd not tc painful ad
violent a trasition to the new industial uba order. Wer thse hav Z-en
lacing, ther has men social cn\rsion, violet rvilution ad a - etus to
zrciless wrld-wid war ad const. A perio wich includes & wrld wrs,
everrened depressions ad a tousad colonial e><ditions ca hadly b couted
a m— | of god order. But e states which within this waappy phase of history
cotrivd t devlop freedoO, opn institutions, greater justice, a rre agal
citizenshp & minds opn to th ewvr rneed need for —®er refor wre Tose
where the dialoge of fortunate ad mserale, of elite ad msses, cf rich ad
por led not € deady confrontatio and brado but to a p m—ssiv searc Fr
bttr aswrs, btter plicies ad btter results.

It us apply thhs aalogy to our prsent phase of wrld dewvlopont. Wat\l hawv
Nw is € adpt Disraeli's wualogy, w hav "& plaets - a plaet of the ric and
the plaet of the por" ad | would swast trat, &ng all the priorities that w
hav to cnsidr in a Confernce tat includes all of k= life and hp - or
dsair ad violenr - thl —@&e priorities that deteraned pac or revit in th
19th Cetmy ax: €OS wvcCh should occupy us now.

Te first 1s not so mch a progra as a attitud - to aciev a )"lace of oponesk
ad gnersity «ng the foruate ad of prssur and ralism &ng th wvst

T jority wo & noO. Hera, Ot Haitat, let tis b the w»d in all the dbates anc
all the discssios. Hard liners, @gss rsunderst,ndings, closed mnds, closed
hearts - tat is tl rute to plaet i~ disaster here or in ay oter interational
confernce.

= e second is 0 concrete strategy. W c&ot r iwvnt e god fortue of 19th
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Century food supplies. The world of a billion has grown to four billion. The
tamperate lands are all ploughed up. The entire grain reserve is in the hands of
the fortunate North Americans and for their food, the poorer lands paid 11 billion
dollars more between 1973 and 1975. This, coupled with rising energy prices,
threatens to criprle the cconomies of the poorest peoples. Worse still, it
threatens them with famine. But let us use our cooperation and inventiveness to
make good with hard thought, hard work and hard resources the fabulous good luck
of earlier days. Iet a hich priority of Habitat be to send to the meeting of the
World Food Council which immediately follows this conference a double message -
support for the Rome Food Conference's aim of $25-30 billion a year invested in
Third World agriculture, of which $5 billion should come from the old rich of the
industrialized world and the new rich of the oil fields. So far, about a billion
of this external commitment is firmly pledged. Iet us nove along to the full sum
required.

Within Habitat itself, let us look at the overwhelming need to give farming the
infrastructure of settlements - the intermediate markets, agro-industries, market
roads, regional urban centers - without which the aim of an annual 5 percent
increase in dewveloping farm output will simply not ta2ke place. If we can together
give Third World agriculture the stimulus it needs - and this requires a national
policy for regional and local distribution of pmopulation, settlements,

investment and opportunity = then we can, as it were, invent by good planning the
equivalent of the good luck which fell into the laps of the 19th Century settlers.
And in doing so, we can banish that dark cloud of the risk of famine hanging over
the world and at the same time begin to ensure the survival of children and hence

the stabilization of family size.

And this agricultural strategy can help to lessen the lerming-like surges of
peasant to city which threatens to overviielm even the bravest urban plans. With
world population possibly doubling to nearly 7 billion by the year 2000, with
nearly half still on the land in deweloping countrizs, there is a vast overhang
waiting to be dislodged at the least disturbance - soil eroding, monsoons failing
mechanization pushing ahead. The first need in taking the strain off cities is
not to allow the megalopolises to grow still further but build up the inter-
mediate centers = as in France or Rumania or China —~ which both save a
flourishing farming system and provide other outlets for urban movement.

more ...
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And now for the third priority, within the settlements themselves, let us begin
and carxry through the nineteenth century reforms of urban sanitation, public
housing, education and communal servicas. There are, of course, a thousand other
needs. Water and sewage nlans cannot be carried out without control of landuse,
an end of land speculation, securing the unearned increment for commmity
investment and plamning and siting cities in such a way that they can be cl=an,
healthy and safe. But since priorities there must bz, let them be sanitation
and clean water. The World Bank has published the outline of a package for
basic infrastructure in settlements - sites and services, self-help housing,
urban public transport, health services, clean water. The whole program is about
$30 billion a y=ar, the share of water $3 billion. If this plan could be adopted,

the world in every sense would be a sweeter place.

But herz, I fear, we hear the voices of the selfish rich exclaiming that no such
thing is possible. The dewveloped world, they say, is in such disarray, in such
danger of inflation, in such precarious zconomic hesalth that transfers of this
sort are inconceivabla. e have just becn told at UNCTAD by a responsible
Wastermn government that 56 billions for commodity agrecments might restart
inflation among the wealthy. I confess my answer here, in the immortal phrase
of Morecombe and Wise, is simply "rubbish®”! The developed world is inflated
because it systematically tries to take out more than it puts in. Take two
chief examples., The first is waste. We operate our electricity systems at
about 35 percent capacity. We have private transport systems which waste up to
40 percent of the petroleum they use. V¥e hawve a Bl bomber which in a year uses
the equivalent of all America'’s buses. We huild 80 storey zigguruts which need
simultaneous heating and cooling. We stock invaluable organic wastes to pollute
our water courses. W2 throw away billions of cans and bottles and buy new ones
manufactured at higher cost in cnargy. ©On a sober calculus, idorth America could
save 50 percent of the energy it buys and still achieve much the same standard
of living. The whole program for agricultural development and urban renswal
could ba financed either from what we waste or by a cut of, say, a third in our
consunption of alcohol.

The second appalling desperate and continuous cause of inflation is our amms
spending. Since 1973 it has increased by $60 billions a year. It now tops

$300 billions. Since no goods ars made by axms industries to mop up the wages
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they create, arms spending is by definition the most inflationary of all
expenditure. And what do we get? The ability to blow up the planet twenty times
over? Once is enough. Plutonium bombs which can giwve the whole world cancer?
Plutonium wastes that after twenty years are beginning to burst their containers
on the oceanbeds to release poisons with a half life of 25,000 years? Just how
rational can we be? We spend $300 billions on the weapons of death, we boggle at
$30 billions for the means of life.

But is ther= a hope here? The disproportions have become so tragi-comic that
perhaps here at Habitat a stand can be made and a reversal begun. Three years
ago, the Soviet Union proposed and the U.N. General Assembly approved a proposal
to cut arms spending by 10 percant and devote a little of it - only 10 percent,
alas - to dewelopment. The resolution stands but nothing, nothing at all, has
been done about it. Why not then propose that arms spending, the prime source
of world inflation, be now cut by 10 percent and the $30 billions dewvoted to
basic agricultural and urban development? The mechaenics of the process can be
worked out. What is needed now is the commitment and the funds. And if it is
not possible to change the original Resolution 3093 (XXVII) from the 2194th
Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly, 7th 'r.cember 1972 (in case anyone,
including the Soviet delegates, are interested), could we not stick at least to
the 10 percent of the 10 percent which giwves us just what we need for safe world
watar supplies in every settlement - $3 billions a year for ten years. With it
could came good health, surviving babies, stabilizing families and a vast
increase in human dignity 2nd human happiness. In fact it may well be the
fastest, surest route we have to a planct beginning to grow away from enmity
and death and look towards the works of life.

It is simply not possible to underline sufficiently the appalling state of our
collective imagination when 3300 billions for arms seams normal and $3 billions
for water exceptional. But Habitat can perhaps show that the beginning of a vast
reversal of values is taking place. The city of man is turning its face against
the image of necropolis. The model of surz and shared supplies of food and water,
of the extension of literacy and health and justice to all the poeple is the
model we have to learn from the first phase of the technological order. Can we
in the turmoils ahead, show that as a small species on our fragile planet we

can collectively "choose life” and by that creative process of generosity among
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the fortunate elites and determined pressure from the mass of the people, build
an order in our settlements which gives us some reasonable hope of living in
peace ourselves and leaving a peacaful planet to our children? We shall not get
it by chance or luck. %e shall not secure it by the present divisions and
conflicts of "our proud and angry dust™. But we could begin to build it by
working to make decent settlements our first priority and giving them the
dedication and resources we have too often reserved only for fear and war. If
we can begin to accept the priority at Habitat, what a turning point in human
Gestiny this encounter could prove to be! To overcome the vast obstructions
of the next decades is indead "a jourmey of a thousand days”. But let us, here

in Vancouver, take the first step.”





