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This document outlines resolutions and
decisions adopted by the General Assembly at
its thirty~first session which are of

. .relevance to Habltat: .Unlted Nations
Conference on Human Settiements, discusses S
the follow-up required from t+he Unlted Nations

- Environment Programme (UNEP) and the

- Unlted Natlons Habltat and Human Settlements
Foundatlon (UNHHSF) pursuant to General Assembiy
resolutlons and decisions relating to human
settlements and recommends actlon which the
Governing Councll may wish to take.

Report by the Executive Direc+0f

l. HaBi%aT: UhJ¢eITNa.Eons Cohferehcé on Human Settlements was held:

at Vancouver from.3| May to [l June 1976. The Conference adopted the.
Vancouver Declaratlon on Human Settlements and put forward a set of
recommendations for natlonal action In the following flelds: settlement
policies and strategles; settiement planning; shelter, Infrastructure

and services; land; publlc participation; and Instt+utions and -
management. The Conference also adopted seven resolutlons entltled.
"Programmes for International. co~operation’’, "Programmes for itnternational
co-operation: financiat tmplications", "Living conditlons of the ‘
Palestinlans In occupled territories”, "Regional and subreglonal meetings”,
"Post~Habltat use of audio-visual material”, "Unlted Nations Water :
Conference™ and "Expresslon of thanks®, [n the last-mentioned resolution,
the Conference expressed i+s appreclation to the Goverrment and people

of Canada, of the province of British Columbia and, in particular, of the
clty of Vancouver, for hosting the Conference, and to the President of

the Conference. The report of the Conference ls avallable as

document A/CONF.70/15. 1/

1/ UnTted Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1V.7.
Ma,77-745
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2. The Economic and Social Councll, In resoiution 2040 (LX1),

Inter alia, took note of the report of the Conference. The General
Assembly, at i+s thirty~first session, considered the report and:.
adopted flve resolutions relating directly to the Conference. in
resolution 31/109 of 16 December 1976, the General Assembly took note

of the report of the Conference, and called upon the'reglorial commlssions
-and urged all other international organizations within and outside

the United Nations system to take intenslifled and sustained action

In support of national efforts, including exchanges of Informat!ion and
assistance, at the request of Governments, in the formulation, design,
Implementation and evaluation of projects to Improve human settlements.,
The General Assembly, In resolution 31/109, also requested the Secretary-
General to convene regional meetlings, as appropriate, within the framework
of the reglional commissions, to establish guidelines for the co~ordination
of actlon at the regional level and to report to the General Assembly

on the results of thelr deiiberations no later than at the +hirty-second
session, L

3. The General Assembly, in resolution 31/110 of 16 December te76,
requested the Secretary-General, In consultation and co-dperation wlth
the Palestine Liberation Organization and In col labora+tion with The
relevant Unlted Nations organs and speciallzed agencies, to prepare and
submit at its thirty-second session a feport on thé living conditions
of the Palestintan pecple in the occupied terrltories. The General
Assembly also urged all States to co-operate with the Secretary-General
in thls matter. ' ‘

4.  The General Assembly, In resclution 31/113 of 16 December {976,
bearing In mind speclfic recommendations in chapter [l of the report
of the Conference, requested member States and the Secretary-General,
when planning the Implementation of the recommendations adopted a+

the Conference, to bear in ming the measures_that protect the decent
living environment of +he most vulnerable social groups. The General
Assembly, in the same’ resolution, also requésted the Secretary~Genera|
to report to it at 1+ thirty-second session, through the Economic and
Soclal Councli, on the measures taken and the results obtalned.

5. The arrangements -regarding the audio-visual mafertal'prepareﬁ'_‘_ _
by Member States for the Conference were dealt with by the General Assembly
fn resolutlon 31/115 of 16 December 1976, In this resotution the :
General Assembly, inter alia declded to establish a United Natlons
Audio-visual Information Cenire on Human Settlements.,  The Assemb |y
recognlized the Importance of using the audio-visual materlal as an
Information resource in dealing with human settiements problems and L
Invited all participants In the Conference to transfef to the Secretary-
General or his designated agents The -Internegatives and International
copyright of thelr audio-visual materials utillzed at the Conference,
Including material prepared with the assistance of 'UNEP. In the same
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resojﬁ%lbh; the General Assenbly ‘authortzed +he Secretary~Genera| to
conclude.aniagreemen+ wlth the appropriate Canadian au*horifleg,for.the

J Audjbdvfsual-lnféﬁmaTJon Centre to carry out the Centre's responslib! | tties
fOFFWHﬁjbus#bdy,”reproduqfibh_and Infernafionaf-dr5+t1bufron},To'énsure.fﬁ
the widest possible use o+ the material by Governments and other =
Interested bodies, for “the perlod up to Maréh 1980, éfffhé'audlo4v15uaL; .
materials: The Assembly also called for a Feview of the agréement In 1979,
6.  During. the preparatory stage and at the Conference Itselt; 1+ .was
recognfzed that though human sefflemehTs'problemsiwé?e na+lonaI tn. . -
character, the International community, at the global and reglonal levels,

should provide vaiuable encouragement and support to Governments . determined
TOJ#ake‘effééTFve action To improve conditions; eSpecjaI!y‘fpr,ihen]ean..1
advantaged, in rural and. urban séttlements, Consequently, the question. -
ofﬂrn+e%na+16hél‘cb-éperaTIOn was onc of ths majJor 1ssues extenslvely . -
discussed at ‘the Conference. The Executive plfeefbr;"}n'hlé_addreSs‘ohﬁg
the flrst day of the Conferenceé, drew attention, inter alta, 10 Governfng.
Councti deciston 78 (fv), particularly part C, -In which ¥he Counci | el
-slnvited . without prejudice 4o the resutts of the Confererice, the N
~delegations particlpating In the Conference 7o ¥ake the following into -
account yhen considering the: Iristi+utlonal arrangéments for human =~ -
settlements within the Unlted Nations ‘system: = R

(@) The Untted Nations Conference on the Human Environment, heid
at Stockholm In Juns 1972, proclaimed +ha+'bo+h:aSpecfs:df‘manfs; )
environment, +the natural and the man-made, were essentlal to his = ...
well-being and Yo the enjoyment of basic human rights, even theé: rlght ‘
to iife Itself. The flrst recommendation of the Conference emphaslzed
that.fhe planning, fmprevement and management of rural and urban "~

settloments demanded .an approsich, a¥ all levals, embrac¢ing every-. . .

aspect of.the human environsent, both natiral and man-made;

(b). The |inkags betwsen +he man-wade envlronnent and the natural. ~
environment 1s of peime Importance,’ and +helr Interrelationshlp must '
be. considered in all forums deallng with fnternational co-operatlon
In order to ensure the Emprovemaht of the quality of |lfe of ‘all ‘peoples,

7.. - There was a general consensus at the Vancouver Conference on most .
of the key aspects ot infecna?ional'c¢~opera+lon In human settlements,
and especially on the contents of reglonal programmes and_Intergovernmental
and secretariat arrangements within the: framework of the reglonal .-
commissions. There wes also a bioad consansus ‘at the Conference on the .
nead. for a global intergovernmental body and’a central secretarlat

for -human settlements within “the Uni+ed Nations system. The :
-.--Conference recommended that the General Assembly, at its thirty~-first
~.sesslon, should consider the annex +o Conference resolution | and

- Yake..the final decision concerning the organizational ltnk and location.
of such a central secretariat within +he Untted ‘Natlons system.




~ UNEP/GC/92 -
Page 4

8. - The Gener As. In res 317116, having considered the =
"”?prﬁffbﬁfthe“CQﬁference;ﬁln.parTIcular‘The annex. to Conference resotution 1,
decided 1o defer ‘the decfSion_on'Thehfype.of_defln!+!ye.In?ergovernmentaj,
body for human settlements and on the organlzational tink. and . location

8. - The'General Assembly, In resolutlon

of +hePhumah'se++lemeh+s”$e¢refarja+ﬂuhfli1!#5 thirty-second = = ...00
session, by which +ime the guidelines from the Ad Hoc Committee on the.

System wiil be In hand, the financlal implications of alternative. ..
insfr+u+{bpaJ;arrahgémenfs.wrlj'be worked out and studied In greater . ...
depth, and the regional consultations wil| have been completed, .in- -
the ‘'same resolution, the General Asserib |y requested. the Economic and S
Social Councll:at Tts sixty=+hird sésslon o submit to the Generai: Assembly
at’ 11g ‘thirty-sécond session concréfeﬂrecOmmendaTlong‘on defimitive . ... .
InsTT+GT1¢ﬁaj‘arrang¢m¢ﬁ+5'for'humahlsefflemenfsﬁwlfhin;thgfUnifenga?lbns;
The Assembly also requested. the Secretary~Generai_to take apprapriate.. . ..
measiires to énsure effectivé preparations for the discussions on: human. ...
se¥+iémen+s-ﬁue§$lQnsua}:fhé sixty-third session of the Economic.and. . .-
Soclé!”Gd&ﬁd?!;-béarlhghfh mind the contributlons made by the relevant- . ..
components 6f°the Unlted Nations system as represented in the Administrative
Comittee on Co=ordination. The Assembly further requested the .. . .. . -
- Secretdry-Général, as an Interim arrangement, to ensure, through the .. -,:
appropriate machinery of the Administrative Committee on Co~ordination, -
the co-ordination of the work of all the Unlted Natlons bodies concertied;
with respect fqh+hair_acfﬁy1?{es.in the human settiements field, and to:
report to the Economig and Soclal Councl! at Its sixty-third session on:

the progresszmade.wl;: oL _ L . T
9.  The General Assembly, in the same resolution also requested all Lo
the Urilted Nations bodies concerned, papticuiariy UNDP, UNEP, the. Centre ' -
for Housing, Building and Planning and UNHHSE +o ensure that the L
recommendations’ of the Conference are taken Into account In their
respective programmeS”re[aied to human settlements and within thelr
respective terms of reference, and to make thelr consultative services:

and resources available, as appropriate, for the implementation of - . -
national programmes of action and in strengthening regional, co-operation

In the fleld of human settlements. '

10. The General Assembly, at its thirty-first session; also-adopted two
declsions relating directly o UNHHSF. In decislon 3i/411 A of

16 Deceniber 1976, the General Assembly dectded wlthout a vote, on the .
recommendation of its Second Comnittee, to transmit to the Economic and:
Soctal Counci| for consideration at Its sixty-third session a revised . :
draft resolution subm!tted by the Philippines on UNHHSF. 2/ : The operative -
part of the revised draft resolution afflrmed +he significant. role of -
UNHHSF in promoting the Implementation of the objectives and- recommendations
of the Habitat Conference; Invited UNHHSF +o promote regional co-operation -
for the Improvement of human settiements; fnvlted fur+her“non-governmen+a&

2/ A/C.2/31/L.19/Rev. |.
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.ﬁclgiuqnd other !ns?!?uflons,.as,approprka#e,-fo'~

organlzations, .flnanclal and -
[BHSF In order to. facititate the effectlve -expansion R

collaborate, wl th: (N

of ifs a¢j1y[tfﬂw,,IutggdLQngrnmgnts,Jgspec$ahky,those of .deve | oped
counfrle§&ffb_syggqtt.UNHﬁSﬁgon,a;yoluntgny-gqsls;.Tq.anab]euli,to
be°°me=9;mgne:éf§9¢t199.Instrumenﬁfior the. Improvement .of human e
se*tﬁﬁmémiﬁfﬁnﬁgﬂof‘th.pﬁompilonHof,ihe,lmpIemenTaTton,of.ths;obJec+mves-q
and recommendat| '

ons of the Conference: and affirmed that UNHHSF shoulid - - .-
be appropriately strengthened so +hat it may achleve the full potential
envlsqggd_for\{f,py,tha,GQneraJ‘Assembly,?,; EE P P BT
Hp . In declsion 317411 B of 16 December 1976, the Genoral Assembly took: . .
no%e“Ef“+he'repgrj;of_fhe;Secretarytﬁeneral;on criterla governing SRR
mulf}tgxeraJTfJthCIng,Q*;housjng and human settlements. and of the .. .
comments and note. thereon sybmltted by the Worid. Bank, UNDP and by the - ..
Execuflve_pirqptpgwpﬁ UNEP... . .. T RN
T RS Lo required from UNEP and. UNHHSF. pursuant to
- ... General Assemb y, resolutions: and declsions.
... relating 'onhuman‘set+]emen+gﬁ¢_-‘

12, As S?é}éai1ﬁfbéfégkébﬁj§”abdveivfﬁéQééneféjiAssembly.In'résoluflén'ﬁi/lGQ
urged lnt@rhqf{oﬁql,crganrzatlons within and ocutside the Unlted Natlons

systgmgidftggéj[niéhslftea-éna.sustainedfac#!qn In support of national -
efféP*s;iLﬁgfydfﬁg_e*chaqgesﬂof tnformation .and assistance, at the - -
request of Governments, In the formulation, deslgn, .implementation and - . .
evaluatlon of projects 6 1 prove human. settlements. UNEP and UNHHSF . .. . -

are taking thése General Assembly directives. into full consideration in..
further developling the]rtrQSPBCTIVQﬁprqgrammes‘Oﬁﬁactivi*les.

13, W!Th“régqrd}fo'General‘AsgembLy"resotufion-3!41{O_on the living
conditions of ' the Palestinlan people, UNEP and UNHHSF stand ready to
collaborate |n whatever manner the .Secretary-General may deem
appropriate in prepdring +he‘repdr+_called for by the resolution.

_ H,wﬁighffﬁe_Géhera!_Assémbiy,requesfed the
Secre+ary‘Genér6|“tombeaf‘Inﬁmfhd the measures that protect the decent
Hiving environment of *hé,Mosf;VUInerable social .groups, when planning . .
the ﬁﬁﬁ?eﬁéhfh*lbﬁ of jhe.ﬁecomménda?[qns‘of the Habitat Conference, ls = .
being kept [n view Tn the development of UNEP's programme of activities . -
and In UNQHSngffgsponses'toTQQVerﬁmenfs* requests for asslstance In

"slated to the most vulnerable soclal.groups. . . :

14, Reso[gjfbn 3f/fl3,iln

-

matters ir

15. The contribution Qf'Thefnonfgoverﬁmenfal.QnganizaTlons to the

Hab | +at Conference reaffirmed the Importance of those orgariizations In
promofing the .goals and. ob jectives of Unlted Nations. Conferences and -
mobitlzing public opinion for thelr support. The Habitat Forum, which

" took ﬁiééé,ﬁlmujianeous!y with the Conference, was an Important event

T gy S
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which provided useful, substantive' Input to the Conference ftseif. The '
provisions of General Assembly resélution 31/1|a on collaboration betwaen
The United Nations and non-governmental organizations with regard +o’
world-wlde=1nfércdmmUnaI”co~opératlod are seen as an endorsemént ‘of
the efforts already made and:glve UNEP and "UNHHSF an -additiona| “Impetus S
In thelr coilabsration with non-gsvernmental orgénizations concerned with
human settiements. ° - . T : o A

B
1 .

16, An Important resoiution of the Habi#aT’Conferen¢é'fénﬂérééd'by'fhé‘dghﬂ
Genera! Assembly In resolution 31/115), which UNEP is closely followlng
up with the other United Nations bodiés_toncerned;-{éd'+0‘$h§7éé+aprShmen§ 

of the United Natlens Adﬂib4v19ual”!nfOEmafTbhfCenfré;on'Huméh“: T
SeleemenTs;*'In‘accoﬁd%ﬁté?k1+h"Cohference‘resblufidn'S,:fhé Secretaky~ "'
General” entetred Into an Interim agredment withthe University of U
British Columbia for the safe-keeping, organization, preparétion and.. = 7
distribution, In response to requests of audio-visuat materials conttibuted
for use at the Confefane;',Thls.agreémqnt;,whleh.¢flgjﬁgl]y;¢6véréa

the perlod from the end of the Conference to 3| Dscember-1976, has, by

mutual consent, been extended to 3! March 1977 in order to perml+ the
conclusion of a definltive agreement with the appropriate authorities
of'+he*GéhadTéh‘G@éernmeh+‘for’The'operaTEOn*of,}he;Uh{féd;Natlgpsj_;" .
Audlo-visudl Information Centie. "Negotiatlions are ¢u?r§ntly‘ﬂhdérdw¢y'#”jf’;
with the Canadiah authorities on the content of this definltlve agreement, -
The United Natichs Office of Legal Affalrs has prepared and sobmltted

to the Canadlan authoritles the outline of a draft dgreement to'be used

as a basls 'for discussion. The Offlce of Financlal Servicés (Budget =
Division) has also grepared for inclusion In the agreement a nimber of = ' *
paragraphs covering +he financial and budgetary aspects of the arrangement.”
These provide for the establishment of a trust fund into which the .
contributions to be made by the Canadlan Government for the flnancing

of the Coentre wlll be deposited, Representativés of UNEP and other '
departments and offices (the Office of PUbIlC‘lnfcnmaTlon;‘fhe_Cenfnazf'j“
for Housing, Bullding &nd Planning and the Office of Personns! Services)
are assoclated with the Office of Legal Affalrs and +he Office of .. . .
Financial Services lﬁ“+ﬁe'négb+{aflons with the Canadian authorities.
Pending the #inal dectsion to be taken by the General Assembly at "= =
Its thirty«sécond session with respect to’ institutlonal arrangements for
the human settlements programme, the Offlce of Public Information, =
through s Radlo and Visual Services Division has'beeﬁ'desJQthadkgs .

the focal point In the United NatTons Secretariat with reéponsibj11+y,

once the agreement with +he Canadlan authorities has been conc luded,
for w:vioyg on behalf of the United Nations in connexlon with any

matters arising out of ‘the agreement reauirin ‘actton by the Unlted Nations.
The agreemen+*?fself I's To-CEVQr a‘+hreg-yeargp9r!od‘énglng'Bl March 1980.

It may be of interest to riote that, during the early months of ‘the’ -
Interim agrdement with the University of‘Bri+!Sh'Columbia_(Julny0vembgr 1976},
160 requests ware recelved for general information on the Centre or -

for specific audic-visual materials held by the Centre, Of these, 25 emanated
from Governments, 12 from United Nations agencies, (2 from televislon
companies and ¢ |1 from varlous private sources, During the same perlod, the
Unlversity of Britlish Cotumbia responded o |7 requests for material, glving
priority to requests from Governments and United Netlone agencies.
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17, ‘With regard to General Assembly decision 31/41t B on'criterla
governlng mul+1la+eral'financ[ng of housing and human settlements, '
UNHHSF - 1s ‘bearing. In nilnd the vérlous-FeCémmenda?lbns'contaipEd*in’The:f

Secretary-General's report on +hat matter Tn developing Its. programme

Vot bnanclal asslstance to deve loping countries and ‘in l+$;&éllabo&é??dn

oy

wlth mul*fiaferal flnanc?ng ins+l+uflohs.j

_ /116 on na| arrangenents

for .international co-operation Fa +he field -of ‘human sett|ements contalned
elements which wil'l ‘be of speclal interest to the Governing Councii,
In the first paragraph of the resofution, the Genéral Assembly took 1ntd
account the paragraphs agreed to by the Hablitat Conference, as contalned
in the preamble and sections | to IX of the annex to resolution I, with,

[Bsnmﬁénénaerésembly-reSoFufion 31/116 on ins¥itutio

due respect to foot-note b/ of section X 'of that annex.

[9. The following matters are brought to the attentlon of the Governing
Counci!: o _ _ . _ .

@) * 1t section I'l of the annex to Cbnférane’reso[u+ton[],fthqi_:s‘
Conference’ recémmended that one of the main functions and résponsiblilties
oﬁ“*ﬁé”gfﬁbajfin+ergoverhmen+af body should be to exercise over-ali
pelicy guidance and supervision of the operations of UNHHSF;:

(b}  In section’ i of ‘thé.annex, the Conference recommended that, .
the human’ settlemenits secretariat. should comprise the posts and budgetary
resources of, Tnter aliar" : R o LY

(i) The appropriate sectlon of the Division of Economic and Soclal
' "Prugrammes of ‘UNEP directly concerned with human settlements, .
with the exception of the pos*s requlred by UNEP to exercise
Its responsibiiities for the environmental aspects and
consequences of human settlements planning;

{11)  UNHHSF;

) i section VI of the annex, the'Conférence‘fecommqnded that'j.;
there shouid be an assessment of The effectiveness of existing Unlted Natlons
programmes ‘fn the figld of human settiements, with a view to ensuring. .

That they conform to the priorities established by the Conference;

~{d) In section X of the annex, the Conference recommended, as one
altorhative, that the human settiements unlt should be Integrated into .
UNEP and that I4s Dlrector should report to the Executive Dlrector of
UNEP, ~ As Yo the locatlon of the central secretariat, the Conference
recommended as one of three possibllltles the clty of Nairobi.
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20. As mentioned ln,parqgraphgs,above,:fhe‘General‘Assembiy'dectded In
resolution 31/116, to: defer untl| I+s thirty-second session the declsion -
.on Tbe‘fypg_oﬁ»deflp%*fvsfJnfergovernmeﬂfa! body.-for human settlemonts
and on the organizational 1ipk and location of - the -human .settiements =

seckétaplaf,‘"The‘decislonfwlll be based primarily on concrete recommendations .

by the Economic and Social Counci) at Its. sixty<third sesgion. ‘The  : .
Economic and Soclal Councll willi take Into account the work of the

Ad Hoc. Committee on. the Restructuring of the . Economlc and Social Sectors
. of The Unlted Nations System, the financlal. implications of alternative
'ihé*itﬂflpnal arrangements, the results of regional consuitations and
the -report of the Secretary-Genera| on ce-ordination In the fleld of
humen settlements, : Lo e o

2i. The vaérning;Can¢I1 may Q{sH.f63+aké;fhéffoflowing'facfors.lﬁfo.
account while considering the Implementation of General Assembly
resolution 31/116: AT e e

(a) The General Assembly did not expect the Governing Counct! to
attempt to make.deflnlfive.recommendaf[ons reiating to Institutlonal
arrangements for human settlements wlthin the United. Nations: system,.
‘However, as UNEP 1s one of Thq-relevanimcomponen?s_of,fbegUnjfed:Naffoﬂs
sys+tem Fépréééntaqﬁin +he'Admtnisfraflve Committee on Co~ordination, . the.
Governing Council “Is given the opportunity by the resolution to make a
confribution. for the Secretary-General to bear in mind while takling the
appropriate measures,,.cal led. for In the resolution, to ensure effective.
preparations for the discussions at the sixty-third session of the - -
Economic and Social Councii. The Governing Council s therefore
invited to express its. views-on the questlon of Tnstitutlional
arrangements for human settiements. Those:views could be communicated
to the SecreTaryéGenera[‘for_fhe‘purpose mentloned earller;

(b) The Executive-Director prepared and transmitted to the
Secretary~General an In~depth review and analysis of activities belng
undertaken by UNEP and UNHHSF in the fleld of human settiements to be
used in preparing the Secretary-General's report to the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination on the four subjects which the Commlttee will
.-conslder in depth at its savgntegnth'sessloni‘=The,cejevanf,par+s of

Thls ‘UNEP contribution wilf be reflected In the Secretary-General's
report ‘on co-or:di"naﬂ_on'o_f.human‘sef'l'lement‘s activities within the
Unfted Natlons system called for In the resofution;

C{e), In_vlew'of‘quesfiohs ralsed during the thirty-first session
of fﬁézaene a[,Assemey about the .financlal impllications of the various
alternative institutional arrangements for international co-operation
In the field of human se++iemen+s,'¢ha‘ExchfIve,D]recfor expects to
co~operate fuily in determining the financial implications of locating
the central secretariat at Nalrabl as part of UNEP, according to the plan

presented in document A/CONF.70/6;
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(d) With regard to the provisions of resolution 317116 that refer
expllcitiy or implicitly to UNEP and UNHHSF, the Executive Director has
taken the necessary measures to ensure that both UNEP and UNHHSF
comply with the General Assembly directives.

Suggested action by the Governing Counctl

22. The Governing Council may wish to adopt a decision along the following
llnes:

"The Governling Council,

"Taking nove of the report and intentions of the Executive DIrector
regarding the Implementation of General Assembly resolutions relating
to human settlements,

"Authorizes the Executive Director, pursuant to section Ifl, paragraph 2,
of General Assembly resolution 31/116 of 16 December 1976, to transmit —
to the Secretary-General that part of the report of the Governing Councli
on the work of I+s fifth session dealing with Habitat: United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements - Review and follow~up activities, as
soon as 1t Is adopted by the Council.®,

- e wm o




