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(b) Evaluation of proposals and recommendations by panels of experts at the
level of the regional economlc commissions: to be completed by

31 August 1974;

(c¢) Selection by an international panel of experts. 'tQ be unaertaken bﬁ;;e
30 September 1974 A

30. Meanwhlle, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (Centre for H0u31ng,
Building and Planning) has identified several technical cooperation projects in its
field which are deemed appropriate for presentation at Vancouver. The ECAFE Regional
Seminar on Ryrael Housing and Community Facilities, to be held in Bandung in March 1974,
is also expected 1o produce useful examples of projects suitable for presentatlon.,
The most recent meeting of the Exeocutive Secretaries of the regional ‘ecoromic .
comnissions (21~22 Janumary 1974) discussed the contributions which the commissions can
make towards the preparatory process for "Habitat '76" '

31. Furthermore, spe01al attention has been given to the potentlal role of '

1nternatlona1 non—governmental organizations in furthering the obaeotlves'of "Habltat

176", A number of those organizations, as well as professional bodies, have already

started to consider what they could do to maximize their impact on the

Conference-Exp051tlon. "A calendar of relevant meetings of such organlzatlons and
bodies has been drawn up by the - Preparatory Plannlng Group.

VI. Public information programme

32. The entire Conference-Exposition is conceived as an "information programme"
designed to share techniques and solutions. The information programme itself has
consequently been oriented along these lines, with provisions for obtaining
contributions from appropriate members of the United Nations family and other
international organizations and for ut11121ng theoe same channels to dlssemlnate
1nformatlon.

33. A-oonsultant‘was engaged by the Centre for Economic and Social Information of

the Office of Public Information (CESI) to prepare an outline and budget for

: 1nformatlon activities. The ‘sum of $640,000 was originally proposed for the
information programme, though this will undoubtedly be somewhat reduced after rev1ew,
in order to comply with the budget approved by the General Assembly. ~In

cooperation with CESI consultant, a plan for information activities was prepared,
including outlined strategies and operating guidelines. No action has been taken on
these proposals, pending selection of the staff responsible for information activities.

34, The first number of an information newsletter, concerning "Habitat '76" was
igsued in January 1974; it is intended to publish further numbers regularly.

VII. Prepgrations for the first meeting of the Preparatory Committee
for the Conference-Exposition

35. As mentioned in the Note of the Secretary-General (A/9238), there will be three
sessions of the Preparatory Committee which was established by General Assembly
resolution 3128 (XXVIII) to advise the Secretary-General on preparations for the
Conference-Exposition. A1l three sessions are scheduled to take place at .
United Nations Headquarters. The first of these will be a two-week session to be
held as soon as possible after the second session of the Governing Council.
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The Preparatory Planming Group has prepared bacl.ground material and documentation for
that session, including a proposed agenda, a note on the themes of the agenda for the
Conference-Exposition, a note on the status of preparations for the Conference-
Exposition (including arrangements made by the Host Government); a note on the
concept of selection of demonstration projects; a note on proposed documentation for
the Conferénce-Exposition; end a note cn the content and format of the Exposition.
The Group has also assisted, in co-operation with the Host Government, in the
vreparation of a special slide--show presentation regarding "Habitat '76".

VIII.;'Recemmengation

36. The forégoing revort has summerized the progress made in preparing for the
Confercnea-Ixposition on Humen Settlements during the period since the first session
. of the Govrmab Couﬂcﬂl._ This prenaratory. worlt has been carried out as an integral
" part of thé mrosramme of work approved by the Governing Council. As has been

mentioned above, 1§/ the General Assernbly has approved the allocation of $2,614,900
from the United Fations rogular budget, for expenditures related to the Conference.
. The Assembly hcs, however, in effect Leiu to the Governing Council the decision as to

the f nwue,-‘nL of the Exposition, 1nv0171ng expenditures estimated at $3,072, 300,

37T.. The Executive Tire sctor beliﬁves, on the bagis of the preparatory act1v1ties
ufderﬁexep 0 date, that the work to be carried.out for the Exposition is essentially
and directly related to the priority subject area of “Human Settlements, Human health,
habitat and well-~being'", as well as to other priority areas in the Environment
Programme. This work may therefore be regarded as forming part of the Programme.

38. The Executive Dirvector recommends, therefore, tha* the Governing Council accept
in principle responsibility foxr the financing of the Expositiocn component of the
Confercnce~Exposition and requesis that he be initially authorized to utilize the
resources of the Environment Fuad in the smount of 1.5 million dollars for financing
the exposition componeni. Every offort should be made between now and the next
seceion of the Governing Council to obtain contributions to the remaining portion of
the budget from other sources within and outside the United Nations system.  In the
light of the results of these efforts in relation to the requirements for addltlonal
funds, the CGoverning Council at its thi.d session would be asked to approve a further
oontrlnutvon from the Fund of ULEP to assure the necessary funding of the work for
the Exposition. :

16/ Para.
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