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b) Facilitating business enl�-rprises to pursue investment and olhcr activitic:s. iocluding non-co1runcTcial 
activitii:s. thai can contrib\lte lo sWltalnable human i.c:ttlemc:nts development. ��ially in the generation of cmploymo.::nt 
opportunilii:s. provisiun of 1101;:ial support SCTYice1. in th� community. and Che acceleration of the construction of hu\l.c;ing 
and infraasrnrcture: 

c) Enabling "and encouragiJlg all major groups outside of Guve.-nmenl to panicipate in the planning and 
implc1nentation of human senlemcnti; devc:IQpMent programJIK,r;. especially in rel11fion to employment opportunid�!i. w:cc::.cis 
lo social �ervices 1;uch as hu.lth. education and training, and the rationale 'IL'le and conll(."l'Vatian of non-renewable and 
environmental l'esources: 

d) Encou�g 11- creation of viable and equitable settlements IU\d shelterdevelop1nent financ:e mechant!.ms. 
ensuring accC!o!ii to land and security ()f tenuro, and en,;uring gender equality in the seutemcnts dcvielupment prOC-.,fl.'i, 1UIW11g 
olhers: 

e) Encouraging research inlititures and institutions of lcamins lo u:-·lertakc rea.ulu-oricoted research in 1h� 
lidd of !IUS!ainable human senlemenls developmcot and housing provision; 

f) SupPort al the international level. lhc creation of an effective, co-ordinated framework for t:ouperntion 
in the area,; of shelter and sustainable human settlements development and growth. 

15. A i;lrategic approach that incl� these suggestod measul'C!II, as well as others. will do much ro facilitalc the
contributic:il'\ of non-State partners to rhe implementation lo such critical areas, u for example, sheller delivery. i.ustaina.bk
land u.c;e. urban and rural finance, provision of i,J,frastructure and basic i.crvices, employment creation, oovirorunental 
protoction and conservation. sustainable transport and-communication, preservalion of cultural heritagci, dlsutcr pl'evention
and mitigation. However, experience has shuwn that the building of partnerships for human 1c1enlemen1B development can 
be i;:oinplcx, difficult and som�lmes diffused. Although no easy solutions arc available. a coasensual approach to the 
forging nf 1>raclical modalities in this endeavour must remain the accepted guiding principle at the HAbitat II Conferenci:
when it addresses these issuei; at &he "Partners Hearings" to be conduc1ed by Committee Il or the Co11ferCl\ce. 

111. The Pllrt11ers Hearinp at Istanbul: Building ConsedSIJS, Mllki111 Commitmems

16. These "Partners Heariugsfl will be central to making the Habitat JI Conference a true cunference uf partnerships
and. eiipcciaJly for forging a consensus amung partners as lo the manner by which they - along with ru&tiunal govcmmenrs 
and international agencies and bodies - will apportion tub aod begin co commit themselves lo the implementation of those 
lllipcctc; of the Habitat Agenda moet direct l(I their individual intc:re!lt:B. el(pcttise and area of n=sponsibility. Thei,c Hearings
provide the conduit hetwem the formal Confore:nce and the parallel meetin85 and e\lents at Istanbul. and in particula.r the 
mc:cd.D£!1 of tho major groupings of Habitat II partners which will take place in Istanbul just prior to the beginnin; of the
Habitat II Conference. 

The Role or the Partnea-s Fora 

17. At lhesc "Parmers' Fora•, local au,borltieii. non-governmental orsaolz:atinns, unio111>, professionals. the private
sector. parliamentarians and foundations will, inter aliL discuss lbeir own future role in the implementation of the Habitat
Agenda and will be requc::itc:d to prepare a writtc:,n statement which will include:

a) 11 brief descrip&lon of each of the non-State partner's role lD lhe preparatory process for the Confonmce 
as well as of the proceedings at their �pecdve Partners Forum; 

b} a succinct summary of the issues involved in "holllin_j for aU· and "sllll&aluable human !lettlement
devdnprnent in an urbanizin2 world·. from tbe point of view of the global comtituency of each of the partners fora.: 

c) specific commitments on the implomentadon of the Habltal A1onda, tb0 pllUl of action of the C::unferencc,
as well as auggCl!tions on the implemcnwion strategy for the Habitat Asenda; 

d) constraints, al the inlctnadoml. national and local level&. that in the viEW of the Partner. :iho\lld be:
n:moved o-r attenuated so that the specific commitments made can be tulfillcc.t; 

e) a :tummaey declaration, if deemed oece!!Sary . 
.. 
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Th�si:: wr1lti::n statem<!:nls. frum each of the panners fo.-a \\-ill be forwardc:(I 1111d presenr�d to C:01runinee II ru fo.cifjmtc, i1s 
\I.Mk and the preparation of its report to the plenary of lhe Conference. It is expected th111 there will be scv�n partners 
fora in which local authorities. noo-govemmental organizations. private sector enterpri5CS. profo;sionals. fuundations. rracl� 
union:s 1111d parliamentarians, respectively, will take part. Wifh the exception of the NGO Forum. most of the�� will be 
unc or two-day events. An additional day will be ra;erved for a Partners Assembly, which will aUow for an open excha.ng.: 
of views acm�s �lots and among all the partn�n;. 

The Hearings: Expected Proeedure 

I 8. It ii; ..:nvisioned tlull the Partni,,rs Hearing! of Cummittee II will begin on the second day ot· the Confenmcc and 
Ja.o;t �pproximately five days. with both moming ftnd aftemoon s�ions. Each of the Partnr:1r.1 Fora will !>'elect the m111� 

of thdr representatives at the hearings and forward them to the Chai,i,erson of Comrnittec ll. Following an invitarinn hy 
the Chairman of Comminee ll to Jddrcss the Committee on a specific da.y and time, the representativcli will pra;1.:nt their 
sta�mcnt to Coinuullec II sitting in 119ssion. At the conclusion of' the reading of the Statement. it is anticipated that 
l..>1'5l"gatinn� will be given tbe opportunity to direct q118!1tions at the tepr�cntatives o.- to elicit explanations or cla.rlficarions 
on ru.-pecls of their respective statements. It is expected the that Bureau of the C.ooferenc�. during the prc-Confa.-e11c�, 
consultationfj from I to '2 June. will finalize the rule$ of procedures to be adopted for the Hearings. 

Contribution to the Conference 

19. The aim of the hearings will ho to allow the pattners to ptetleat to the Conference their views OQ the
implementH.tion atta�gy for the Habitat Agenda. how they aee their reapc,ctive rolo in that implomentarion and what they
i.:uw;idcr to be tbc prioritie,; for implementation. At the conclu"ion of the hearinp, tho Committee, .informed by the 
partners fnra through their representatives. wm deliboralc on it& �port. which is expected to include a series of 
recommendations, to be adopted by the Confctet1.ce in the form of resolutions, on the Implementation $lratcgy for th�
Habitat Agenda and the specific roles of the various partners in it. It is alsd expcc&cd that Committee II will make 
recommendations in its report to the:: plenary of tho Conference on measures to be adopted by Governments and the United 
Nation1; sy!;tem to facllitalc lhc role nf non-State partners in the implemeatatian af the globd.l plan of action of the Habitat
ll Conference. l--'urther it h1 also expected that the Committee, informed by th� Hearings, wilt also include 
reconuneodations on lhe future frsmoworlt for cooperation among the variom partners at the natir;1nal, intemalional and 
locaJ levels. For thls rcuon. one seuioa during tbe haarmas will be taken up by presentations by rep�tativcs of United
Nations ageneies to elicit their views on du& critical �c of implementation. It is also c:mvi1ioncd tbal lhe deliberations
of the Committee n. and its report and f'CCOmmendatiun», will be fu.rthm informed by lbc preseotalioas of the Chairpersons 
of the Habitat Dialogues for the 21st Century, a set of ten hi.eh-level exchanges of vlew.i; among experts on key i68U\,l, of 
human settlemi=nrs devclopinenl which will be open to the pubUc .llld which ate expected to eenerate mcnmmcndations 
which will be presented to CommiUCC l1 during the !ICCond week 0£ the Confen,occ. 

Globalizi111 a Shared Vision 

:ZO. In sum then, the principal aim of the Partners Hearings 10 be held under the auspices of C.ommittcc II at the 
Habitat II Con-f'.erence in Jstanbul will be to define priorhi0$ for actioo and to lay the groundwork for the practical 
modnlitieH of cooperation pofl«-Conferenee. The Partners Hearings should also allow Che Conference, to arrive at a consensus 
on the role of the Habitat II Partncn, on the relationahip11 amongst them 8li well as with central goverumcn1s· and on their 
respective contributions 10 achieviog sustainable human settlements development within the tnuneworlc of the Habitat 
Agenda. based on their viows, testimony and commitments. It is the expcc1ation u weU that the commitments and views 
un the implemcotalion of the Habitat Agenda, as expn,iaied by the Partners. will be aQDexcd to the Habitat Agenda and 
that th� c:ommitml)Dls mado by thQID will be rciflccted In their respective policies aod programmes of worll post-lslallbul. 
leading to a globaJized visio� of human sculcments development. to shared prioritie& and to new tonos of cooperation at 
the international, national and local levels. Such diffusion amon.1 civil society of the goals. recommendari()n111 aod 
programmes of the Habitat Agenda will ultimately be lho best guarantor of success, 
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