




































































































































































































































































































































































D. Action by the Conference
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83. At the 18th plenary meeting, on 14 June 1996, the Conference considered

the report of Committee II {A/CONF.165/L.5 and Add.1-11), which was introduced

by the Chairperson of the Committee, Mr. Martti Lujanen {Finland).

84. Statements were made by the representatives of the Philippines {on behalf

of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group

of 77 and China), Colombia and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

85. The Conference then took note of the report of Committee II and agreed

that it should be included in the final report of the Conference.
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Chapter VI 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

1. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 3 June 1996, the United Nations Conference

on Human Settlements (Habitat II), in accordance with rule 4 of the rules of
procedure of the Conference, appointed a Credentials Committee, based on the

composition of the Credentials Committee of the General Assembly of the
United Nations at its fiftieth session, consisting of the following nine

members: China, Luxembourg, Mali, Marshall Islands, Russian Federation,

South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela.

2. The Credentials Committee held one meeting, on 11 June 1996.

3. Mr. Ramon Delgado (Venezuela) was unanimously elected Chairman of the

Committee.

4. The Committee had before it a memorandum by the Secretary-General

dated 7 June 1996 on the status of credentials of representatives

participating in the Conference. Additional information on the credentials
received by the Secretary-General after the issuance of the memorandum was
provided to the Committee by its Secretary.

5. As noted in paragraph 1 of the memorandum by the Secretary-General, as

updated by the additional information received, formal credentials issued by 
the Head of State or Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as 

provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure, had been received by the
Secretary-General for the representatives of the following 96 States

participating in the Conference: Albania, Algeria, Argentina, Austria,
Bahrain, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso,
Cambodia, Cape Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica,
Cote d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France,
Ghana, Greece, Holy See, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic

Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,

Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of

Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

6. As noted in paragraph 2 of the memorandum, as updated by the additional

information received, information concerning the appointment of
representatives participating in the Conference was communicated by means of
facsimile or in the form of letters or notes verbales from ministries,

embassies, permanent missions to the United Nations or other Government
offices or authorities, or through local United Nations offices, by the
following 73 States participating in the Conference: Afghanistan, Angola,

Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belgium,
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Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, 

Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark, Djibouti, 

Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, 

Georgia, Germany, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Iceland, 

India, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Kazakstan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, 

Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Marshall Islands, 

Mongolia, Namibia, Nicaragua, Palau, Panama, Peru, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and 

Nevis, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Solomon Islands, Sudan, Tajikistan, the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, 

United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan and Yemen. 

7. The Chairman proposed that the Committee accept the credentials of all

the representatives mentioned in the memorandum by the Secretary-General, on

the understanding that formal credentials for representatives referred to in

paragraph 2 of the Secretary-General's memorandum would be communicated to the

Secretary-General as soon as possible. The following draft resolution was

proposed by the Chairman for adoption by the Committee:

"The Credentials Committee, 

"Having examined the credentials of the representatives to the 

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) referred to 

in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the memorandum by the Secretary-General dated 

7 June 1996, 

"Accepts the credentials of the representatives concerned." 

8. The draft resolution was adopted by the Committee without a vote.

9. Subsequently, the Chairman proposed that the Committee recommend to the

Conference the adoption of a draft resolution approving the report of the

Credentials Committee. The proposal was adopted by the Committee without a

vote.

Action taken by the Conference 

10. At the 16th plenary meeting, on 13 June 1996, the Conference considered

the report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.165/13).

11. The Conference adopted the draft resolution recommended by the Committee

in its report (for the text, see chap. I, resolution 3). The States that

participated in the Conference are listed in chapter II, paragraph 3.
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Chapter VII 

HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF THE CONFERENCE 

1. The high-level segment of the Conference took place from the 13th
to 17th meetings, on 12, 13 and 14 June 1996. The following 117 heads of 
State or Government or their personal representatives made statements: 

H.E. Mr. Suleyman Demirel 

President of the Republic of Turkey 

President of the Conference 

H.E. Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

Secretary-General of the United Nations 

H.E. Ms. Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

H.E. Mr. Daniel Toroitich arap Moi, CGH, MP 

President of the Republic of Kenya 

H.E. Dr. Omari Ali Juma 

Vice-President of the United Republic of Tanzania 

H.E. Mr. Ion Iliescu 

President of Romania 

H.E. Mr. Ahmad-Shah Ahmad-zai 

Acting Prime Minister of the Islamic State of Afghanistan 

H.E. Mr. Aleksander Kwasniewski 

President of the Republic of Poland 

H.E. Mr. Ezer Weizman 

President of the State of Israel 

H.E. Dr. Sali Berisha 

President of the Republic of Albania 

H.E. Mr. H. Bagratyan 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia 

H.E. Mr. Manuel Saturnine da Costa 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 

H.E. Mr. Barkat Gourad Hamadou 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Djibouti 

H.E. Major-General Alzubeir M. Salih 

Vice-President of the Republic of the Sudan 

H.E. Mr. Antoine Nduwayo 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Burundi 



H.E. Mr. Zou Jiahua 
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Deputy Premier of the State Council of the People's Republic of China 

H.E. Mr. Kwamena Ahwoi 

Minister for Local Government of the Republic of Ghana 

H.E. Dr. Fabio Giraldo Isaza 

Vice-Minister for Housing and Urban Development, 

Ministry of Economic Development, 

Republic of Colombia 

H.E. Mr. Hidefumi Minorikawa 

Parliamentary Vice-Minister for the National Land Agency of Japan 

H.E. Mr. Rakad Bin Salem Bin Hamad Bin Rakad 

Minister for Public Works and Housing of the United Arab Emirates 

H.E. Mr. Carlos Rojas 

Secretary for Social Development of the United Mexican States 

H.E. Mr. Akbar Tandjung 

State Minister for Public Housing of the Republic of Indonesia 

H.E. Sr. Edgar Arroyo 

Minister of Housing and Human Settlements of the Republic of Costa Rica 

H.E. Dr. Antonio Di Pietro 

Minister for Public Works of the Italian Republic 

H.E. Mr. Pekka Haavisto 

Minister for the Environment of the Republic of Finland 

H.E. Mr. Efim Vladimirovich Basin 

Minister for Construction Works of the Russian Federation 

H.E. Mr. Jergen Andersson 

Minister of the Interior of the Kingdom of Sweden 

H.E. Mr. Dato' Dr. Ting Chew Peh 

Minister for Housing and Local Government of Malaysia 

H.E. Sr. Francisco Albornoz 

Minister of Housing and Urban Development of the Republic of Ecuador 

H.E. Ms. Sankie Dolly Mthembi-Nkondo 

Minister for Housing of the Republic of South Africa 

H.E. Mr. Easton Douglas, MP 

Minister for Environment and Housing of Jamaica 

H.E. M. Ali Chaouch 

Minister of Equipment and Housing of the Republic of Tunisia 
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H.E. Mr. Joseph Kabore 

Minister of Public Works, Housing and Town Planning of Burkina Faso 

H.E. Mr. Bhaskaran Nair 
Acting Permanent Secretary for Housing of the Republic of Fiji 

H.E. Sr. Victor Calvo-Sotelo 

Deputy Minister for Development of the Kingdom of Spain 

H.E. Mr. Reginald Moreels 

Secretary of State for Cooperation and Development of the Kingdom of Belgium 

H.E. Dr. Eric Adriko 

Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Uganda 

H.E. Mr. Ch?rles Ntakirutinka 

Minister of Public Works and Energy of the Republic of Rwanda 

H.E. Mr. David Evans 

Ambassador of Australia to the Republic of Turkey 

H.E. Mr. George Payne 
Minister for Public Works, Transport and Housing of Barbados 

H.E. Mr. Andres Lipstok 

Minister for Economy of the Republic of Estonia 

H.E. Sr. Ricardo Goubaud Solorzano 

Deputy Minister of Housing of the Republic of Guatemala 

H.E. Captain Yankuba Touray 

Minister for Local Government and Lands of the Republic of the Gambia 

H.E. Sr. Freddy Teodovich Ortiz 

Minister for Human Development of the Republic of Bolivia 

H.E. Mr. Bennie Himainza Wycliff Mwiinga, MP 

Minister for Local Government and Housing of the Republic of Zambia 

H.E. Mr. Rafi Daham Mejoal Eltikriti 

Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq to the Republic of Turkey 

H.E. Captain (Retired) Abdul Rahman Kamara 

Minister for Lands, Housing, Town and Country Planning of the 

Republic of Sierra Leone 

H.E. Mr. Ismail Shafeeu 

Minister for Planning, Human Resources and Environment of the 

Republic of the Maldives 

H.E. Mr. Derek Aikman 

Belize City Manager, Chairman of the Belize City Housing 

and Planning Committee of Belize 



H.E. Mr. Ole Lovig Simonsen 

Minister for Housing and Building of the Kingdom of Denmark 

H.E. Mr. John Gummer 

Secretary of State for the Environment of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

H.E. Mr. Henry Cisneros 

Secretary for Housing and Urban Development of the 

United States of America 

H.E. Ms. Diane Marleau 

Minister of Public Works and Government Services of Canada 

H.E. Mr. Choo Kyung-Suk 

Minister for Construction and Transportation of the 

Republic of Korea 

H.E. Dr. Pavel Gantar 

Minister for Environment and Regional Planning of the 

Republic of Slovenia 

H.E. Mr. Amara Essy 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire 

H.E. Dr. Jure Radie 

Deputy Prime Minister for Development and Reconstruction 

of the Republic of Croatia 

H.E. Mr. Geraldo Holanda Cavalcanti 

Ambassador and Special Representative of the President of the 

Federative Republic of Brazil 

H.E. Mr. Abdelhadi Al Majali 

A/CONF.165/14 

page 185 

Minister for Public Works and Housing of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

H.E. Sheik Ahmed Bin Hamad Althani 

Minister for Municipal Affairs and Agriculture of the State of Qatar 

H.E. Sr. Julio Cesar Samudio Hamuy 

Representative of the National Council for Housing 

and Director-General of the National Committee 

for Habitat II of the Republic of Paraguay 

H.E. Monsignor Diarmuid Martin 

Secretary for the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace of the Holy See 

H.E. Mr. Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu 

Minister of State for Works and Housing of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

H.E. Mr. Kamel Hakimi 

Minister for Habitat of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria 
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H.E. Mr. D.K.J. Tommel 

State Secretary for Housing, Planning and Environment of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands 

H.E. Mr. Rex s. Horoi 

Permanent Representative of the Solomon Islands to the United Nations 

H.E. Mr. Gunnar Berge 

Minister of Local Government and Labour of the Kingdom of Norway 

H.E. Senator John Carmichael 

Minister for Housing and Urban Development of the Kingdom of Swaziland 

H.E. Colonel Jean Traore 

Minister of Urban Affairs and Housing of the Republic of Guinea 

H.E. Mr. Martin Bartenstein 

Federal Minister for Environment, Youth and the Family of the 

Republic of Austria 

H.E. Mr. Volodymyr Handogiy 

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

H.E. Mr. Abbas Akhondi 

Minister for Housing and Urban Development of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran 

H.E. Mr. Brendan Howlan 

Minister for the Environment of Ireland 

H.E. Mr. Landing Sane 

Minister of Equipment and Land Transport in charge of Urban Affairs 

and Housing of the Republic of Senegal 

H.E. Mr. Peter Gurtner 

Secretary of State of the Federal Department of Public Economy 

of the Swiss Confederation 

H.E. Mr. Dionisio C. de la Serna 

Cabinet Member and Chairman of the Housing and Urban Development 

Coordinating Council of the Republic of the Philippines 

H.E. Mr. P. Mosisili 

Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Lesotho 

H.E. Mr. Roberto Costley White 

Minister for Public Works and Housing of the Republic of Mozambique 

H.E. Mr. Pal Kara 

Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of the Interior of the 

Republic of Hungary 



H.E. Mr. Jawad Salim Al-Arayed 

Minister of State of the State of Bahrain 

H.E. Sr. Francisco Gonzalez 

Minister for Urban Development of the Republic of Venezuela 

H.E. Mr. Fernand Boden 

Minister of Housing of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

H.E. Ms. Elissavet Papazoe 
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Deputy Minister of the Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning 

and Public Works of the Hellenic Republic 

H.E. Mr. Censu Galea 

Minister for Housing of the Republic of Malta 

H.E. Mr. Dontcho Konaktchiev 

Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria 

H.E. Mr. K.S. Sharma 

Secretary to the Government, Ministry of Urban Affairs and Employment 

of the Republic of India 

H.E. Mr. Valentin Cunev 

Vice Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova 

H.E. Mr. Cherif Chako 

Minister of Equipment and Public Works of the Republic of the Niger 

H.E. Mr. Surapong Posayanond 

Director-General of the Department of International Organizations 

in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand 

H.E. Mr. Habib J. Hayat 

Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for Housing Affairs 

of the State of Kuwait 

H.E. Mr. John Humphrey 

Minister of Housing and Settlements of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago 

H.E. Mr. Pablo Vijil Icaza 

Minister for Construction and Transportation of the 

Republic of Nicaragua 

H.E. Mr. Jozef Zlocha 

Minister for Environment of the Slovak Republic 

H.E. Mr. Bala Ram Gharti Magar 

Minister for Housing and Physical Planning of the Kingdom of Nepal 
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H.E. Mr. E.C. Chikowore 

Minister for Public Construction and National Housing of the 

Republic of Zimbabwe 

H.E. Mr. Dinos Michaelides 

Minister of Interior of the Republic of Cyprus 

H.E. Mr. Vann Molyvann 

Senior Minister in Charge of Culture and Fine Arts, Land Management, 

Urbanism and Construction of the Kingdom of Cambodia 

H.E. Mr. Charlie Nako 

Minister for Home Affairs of the Republic of Vanuatu 

H.E. Sr. Leonardo Kam 

Permanent Representative of Panama to the United Nations 

Office at Geneva 

H.E. Mr. Md. Hasinur Rahman 

Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Public Works of the 

People's Republic of Bangladesh 

H.E. Sr. Oscar Kafati Kafati 

Ambassador of the Republic of Honduras to the Republic of Egypt 

H.E. Mr. Haile Assegide 

Minister of Works and Urban Development of Ethiopia 

H.E. Mr. Apas Dj. Djumagulov 

Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic 

H.E. Sr. Edmundo Hermosilla 

Minister of Housing and Urban Development of the Republic of Chile 

H.E. Mr. Doriald Capelle 

Secretary of Health and Environment of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

H.E. Mr. Ricardo Marquez Flores 

First Vice President of the Republic of Peru 

H.E. Sr. Fidel Castro Ruz 

President of the Council of State and the Council of Ministers 

of the Republic of Cuba 

H.E. Mr. Eric Raoult 

Minister for Cities and Integration of the French Republic 

H.E. Mr. Jan Wagner 

Ministry of Economy of the Czech Republic 

H.E. Dr. Mohamed Al-Jarallah 

Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 



H.E. Professor Dr. Klaus Tepfer 
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Federal Minister for Regional Planning, Building and Urban Development 

of the Republic of Germany 

H.E. M. Said El Fassi 

Minister of Housing of the Kingdom of Morocco 

H.E. Mr. Maris Gailis 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Environmental Protection 

and Development of the Republic of Latvia 

H.E. Mr. Joao Cardona Gomes Cravinho 

Minister for Equipment, Planning and Territory Administration 

of the Portuguese Republic 

H.E. Mr. Nimal Siripala de Silva 

Minister for Housing Construction and Public Utilities of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

H.E. Dr. Temaduth Ramdin 

Adviser to the Ministry of Housing, Lands and Town and Country Planning 

of the Republic of Mauritius 

H.E. Dr. Juan Gabito Z6boli 
Vice-Minister for Housing, Land Management and Environment of the 

Eastern Republic of Uruguay 

2. As decided by the Conference at its 12th meeting, on 11 June, the

following also made statements:

H.E. Mr. Maruan Abdel Hamid 

Acting Minister for Housing of the Palestinian Authority, 

observer for Palestine 

Mr. Nat Nuno Arnarteifio 

Mayor of Accra, Ghana, representing the local authorities 

Ms. Cynet Ozbil 

Representing the Youth Caucus of Non-Governmental Organizations 
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Chapter VIII 

ADOPTION OF THE ISTANBUL DECLARATION ON HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS AND THE HABITAT AGENDA 

1. At the 18th meeting, on 14 June 1996, the Conference considered
agenda item 12 (Adoption of the Declaration and the Habitat Agenda).

2. At the same meeting the Chairperson of the Informal Open-ended

Drafting Group on the Istanbul Declaration, Mr. Balkan Kizildeli (Turkey),
introduced the text of the Declaration. The Chairperson of Committee I,
Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel (Pakistan), introduced the report of the Committee, which
contained the draft Habitat Agenda as approved by the Committee. The proposed
revisions to the Habitat Agenda were presented and were approved by the
Conference.

3. At the same meeting, the representative of Costa Rica, on behalf of the
States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and
China, introduced a draft resolution (A/CONF.165/L.7) whereby the Conference
would adopt the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements and the Habitat
Agenda and recommend them to the General Assembly for endorsement at its
fifty-first session. The Conference then adopted the draft resolution (for
the final text, see chap. I, resolution 1).

Reservations and interpretative statements on the 
Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements and the 

Habitat Agenda 

4. The representatives of a number of countries submitted statements which
they requested the secretariat of the Conference to place on record. Those
statements are set out below.

5. The representative of Argentina submitted the following written
statement:

The Argentine Republic wishes to register its reservations to the 
concept of "reproductive health" referred to in the Habitat Agenda, as it 
includes abortion as a method and service for "regulating fertility". 
This reservation is based on the fundamental character of the right to 

life. 

The Argentine Republic declares that it accepts the concept of 
"various forms of the family" on the understanding that such acceptance 
shall not modify the origin and basis of the family, which is the union 
between man and woman from which children are born. 

6. The representative of Ecuador submitted the following written statement:

Ecuador wishes to register its reservations in respect of 
paragraphs 31 and 136 (f) of the Habitat Agenda. 

With regard to the Habitat Agenda and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution of the Republic, of other Ecuadorian laws 
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and the norms of international law, the delegation of Ecuador reasserts, 

inter alia, the following principles of our Constitution: the 
inviolability of human life from the moment of conception, freedom of 

conscience and religion, protection of the family as the fundamental 

group unit of society, responsible parenthood and the rights of parents 

in relation to the education of their children. 

Accordingly, the delegation of Ecuador subscribes to the Habitat 

Agenda with the following reservations and interpretative statements, and 

requests that they should be included in the report of the Conference. 

(a) Ecuador wishes to register a special reservation regarding

the phrases "various forms of the family" and "reproductive health" as 

they appear in the report of the Conference; it interprets the former as 

in no way modifying the concept, origin and basis of the family, which 

issues from the union of man and woman from which children are born, and 

the latter as in no way including abortion or the termination of 

pregnancy as a method of family planning, fertility regulation or birth 

control; 

(b) The Republic of Ecuador reserves the right to interpret and

incorporate the content of the report of the Conference in accordance 

with the relevant provisions of its Constitution and law, and in 

conformity with the ethical, religious and cultural principles forming 

part of Ecuadorian nationhood. 

7. The representative of Egypt submitted the following written statement:

The delegation of Egypt took part in the informal consultations and 

in the process of negotiation in order to arrive at agreed wording in the 

Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements. Our 

delegation joined the consensus for the adoption of both texts. 

However, the delegation of Egypt wishes to make it clear that its 

understanding of the formulations concerning the family and those 

concerning reproductive health as contained in the texts of the Habitat 

Agenda and the Istanbul Declaration will be applied in Egypt in 

accordance with the Egyptian legal system in a manner consistent with the 

principles of Islamic law. 

The delegation of Egypt wishes to have this statement recorded in 

the report of the Conference. 

a. The representative of Guatemala submitted the following written

statement:

The delegation of Guatemala submits the following statement of 

reservations and requests that it should be included in the final report 

of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), in 

the interests of Guatemala. 

(a) Guatemala reserves the sovereign right to implement the

recommendations contained in the Habitat Agenda in conformity with the 
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provisions of our Constitution, of national law and of the international 
treaties and conventions approved and ratified by Guatemala. Further, 
the recommendations shall be implemented with full respect for the 
various religious, ethical and cultural values and philosophical 
convictions of our multicultural and;multilingual people and in 
conformity with universally recognized international human rights; 

(b) Guatemala fully endorses the reservations it made to the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development, adopted in Cairo on 13 September 1994; the reservations it 
made to the Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Action of the 
World Summit for Social Development, adopted in Copenhagen on 
12 March 1995; and the reservations it made to the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform of Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women, adopted 
in Beijing on 15 September 1995 and in particular wishes to state that it 
interprets the concept of "gender" as referring solely to male and female 
gender, i.e. men and women; 

(c) The Government of Guatemala further reserves the right
expressly to interpret the Habitat Agenda in accordance with unqualified 
respect for the right to life from the moment of conception until natural 
death, and unqualified respect for the right of parents to choose their 
children's education. The foregoing secures and guarantees social, 
economic and juridical protection for the family on the legal basis of 
matrimony, the equal rights of spouses, family responsibility, the right 
of persons freely to determine the number and spacing of their children 
and the dignity of motherhood; 

(d) Guatemala wishes to register an express reservation in
respect of the statement contained in paragraph 31 that "in different 
cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family 
exist". Guatemala accepts this provision on the understanding that, 
while there are indeed various forms of the family, under no 
circumstances may it change its essential nature, which is the union 
between man and woman, from which love and life are born; 

(e) Guatemala also wishes to register a specific reservation in
respect of the term "reproductive health" contained in the report of the 
Conference, its understanding being that the term does not include 
abortion or termination of pregnancy as a service or method of family 
planning, fertility regulation or population control. 

9. The representative of the Holy See submitted the following written
statement:

This Conference, attended by persons of various traditions and 
cultures, with viewpoints that differ widely, has carried out its work in 
a peaceful and respectful atmosphere. The Holy See appreciates the way 
in which delegates have listened to these viewpoints and considered these 
varying views. The Holy See welcomes the progress that has been made in 
these days and expresses its desire that the plan of action of the 
Conference be faithfully undertaken. 
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Finding answers and solutions to issues surrounding the goals of 

adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development is 

essential as the world family moves into the new millennium. Those goals 

are also essential for peace and security in the world around us, for all 

people. 

The Holy See wishes to express its thanks to the Government and 

people of Turkey and Istanbul. The success of this Conference is a 

reflection of the vitality of the Turkish people. The Holy See looks 

forward to the continued good will and cooperation that it has enjoyed 

with the people of this land for so many years. 

As my delegation announced in the meeting of Committee I, we submit 

to this plenary meeting the reservations and statements of interpretation 

of the Holy See and ask that they be included in the report of the 

Conference. 

Reservations and statements of interpretation 

The Holy See, in conformity with its nature and particular mission, 

joins the consensus on the documents of the United Nations Conference on 

Human Settlements (Habitat II) and wishes to register the following 

reservations and statements of interpretation regarding certain concepts 

used in them. 

1. The Holy See reiterates the reservations it expressed at the

conclusion of the International Conference on Population and Development,

held at Cairo from 5 to 13 September 1994, which are included in the

report of that Conference, concerning the interpretation to be given to

the terms "reproductive health", "sexual health" and "reproductive

rights". In particular, the Holy See reiterates that it does not

consider abortion or abortion services to be a dimension of reproductive

health or reproductive health services. The Holy See for moral reasons

does not endorse any legislation which gives legal recognition to

abortion. With regard to the term "family planning" or other terms

concerning family planning services, the Holy See's actions during this

Conference should in no way be interpreted as changing its well-known

position concerning those family planning methods that the Catholic

Church considers morally unacceptable or concerning family planning

services that do not respect the liberty of spouses, the human dignity or

the human rights of those concerned.

2. The Holy See, in line with the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, stresses that the family is the basic unit of society and is

based on marriage as an equal partnership between husband and wife, to

which the transmission of human life is entrusted. It considers

references to "various forms of the family", in paragraph 31 of the

Habitat Agenda, as references to different cultural expressions of the

family as described above.
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3. The Holy See understands the use of the term gender in
this document in the light of its statement made at the conclusion

of the Fourth World Conference on Women, held at Beijing
from 4 to 15 September 1995, and contained in the report of that

Conference.

4. With regard to all references to international agreements, in
particular any existing international agreements mentioned in the

documents, the Holy See reserves its position in a manner consistent with

its acceptance or non-acceptance of these agreements and with any
reservations it may have expressed.

5. The Holy See requests that these reservations and statements of

interpretation be inserted integrally into the report of the Conference.

10. The representative of Honduras submitted the following written statement:

In conformity with the rules of procedure of the United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), the delegation of Honduras, 

while subscribing to the Habitat Agenda, wishes to express the following 

reservations: 

(a) As a sovereign State, the Republic of Honduras reserves the
right to implement the recommendations contained in the report of the 

Conference in accordance with the legal provisions of the Constitution of 

the Republic and of our domestic legislation, and in conformity with the 
international treaties and conventions to which Honduras is a party; 

(b) The Republic of Honduras also reserves the right to interpret
the content of the report of the Conference in accordance with the moral, 

ethical, religious and cultural principles that govern Honduras, 

inter alia, the inalienable right to life and constitutional protection 
for marriage between man and woman and for the institution of the family; 

(c) The Republic of Honduras wishes to register a reservation in

respect of the term "reproductive health" wherever it appears in the 

report of the Conference on the understanding that the term may in no 

circumstances be understood to include abortion or termination of 

pregnancy as a method of family planning, fertility regulation or 
population control; 

(d) The Republic of Honduras also wishes to register an express

reservation regarding the phrase "various forms of the family" contained 
in the above document; it should be understood that, for the Republic of 

Honduras, the expression may never signify the union between persons of 
the same sex, as our Constitution protects the family in its natural 

form. 

Finally, our delegation respectfully requests that these 

reservations and interpretative statements should be included as an 

integral part of the report of the Conference. 
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11. The representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran submitted the
following written statement:

While reiterating our commitments to the implementation of the 
Habitat Agenda, the delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran would like 

to register the following reservation. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran interprets concepts and phrases such 
as gender, gender equality, various forms of the family, family planning, 
reproductive and sexual health care, disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, 
and inheritance, as well as all other related issues, in accordance with 
and with full respect for Islamic Shariah and the ethical and spiritual 
values of Islamic society. 

12. The representative of Kuwait submitted the following written statement:

The delegation of Kuwait reserves its position on every term and 
all terminology whose content is in contradiction to Islamic Shariah, the 
customs and practices of Islamic society, and the constitution and 

sovereign right of the country, and in particular on paragraphs 2, 31, 
43 (f), 127 (c) and 136 (f) . 

The delegation of Kuwait requests that its reservations be recorded 
in the report of the Conference. 

13. The representative of Malta submitted the following written statement:

In joining the consensus on the Habitat Agenda, the delegation of 
Malta would like to state that it reserves its position on the term 
"reproductive health" as used in the document. The interpretation given 

by Malta is consistent with its national legislation, which considers the 
termination of pregnancy through induced abortion as illegal. 

The delegation of Malta further reserves its position on those 
parts of the Habitat Agenda wherein reference is made to the Programme of 
Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and 
the Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women. In this 
respect the delegation of Malta reaffirms its reservations as contained 
in the reports of those Conferences. 

Furthermore the delegation of Malta reserves its position on 
references to international instruments and United Nations consensus 

documents wherever these appear in the Habitat Agenda, consistent with 
its previous acceptance or non-acceptance of them. 

We request that the text of these reservations be recorded in the 
report of the Conference. 

14. The representative of Qatar submitted the following written statement:

The delegation of Qatar reserves its position on every term and all 
terminology whose ·content is in contradiction to Islamic Shariah, the 
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customs and practices of Islamic society, and the constitution and 

sovereign right of the country, and in particular on paragraphs 2, 31, 

43 (f) and 136 (f) . 

The delegation of Qatar requests that its reservations be recorded 

in the report of the Conference. 

15. The representative of Saudi Arabia submitted the following written

statement:

The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia reserves its position 
on every term and all terminology included in the Conference document 

which contradicts Islamic Shariah and the values, customs, laws and 

capabilities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's approval of some of the paragraphs of 
the Habitat Agenda that mention agreements, treaties or decisions that 

have not been previously approved by the Kingdom should not be 
interpreted as meaning approval of those texts. 

The delegation alflu reserves its position regarding any paragraph 

that leads to �inancial obligations for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

The delegation would like these reservations to be included in the 

report of the Conference. 

16. The representative of the Sudan submitted the following written

statement:

The delegation of the Sudan wishes to register a reservation 
concerning the words "in harmony with nature" in the second sentence of 
paragraph 2 of the Habitat Agenda. The delegation would like to add the 

words "and in consonance with their cultural heritage and spiritual and 
religious values" at the end of that sentence. 

17. The representative of the Syrian Arab Republic submitted the following
written statement:

The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic wishes to register its 
reservations concerning paragraphs 2, 31 and 136 (f) of the Habitat 

Agenda. 

18. The representative of the United Arab Emirates submitted the following

written statement:

The delegation of the United Arab Emirates asks that the following 

reservations be included in the report of the Conference. 

Paragraph 2 

The delegation of the United Arab Emirates reserves its position on 

all terminology which is in contradiction to the precepts of Islam and 

not in accordance with its cultural and spiritual values and traditions. 
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The United Arab Emirates affirms that while the family may exist in 

various forms, its origin and foundation (the union between a man and a 

woman in a marriage that produces children) are unalterable. 

Paragraph 136 (fl 

The United Arab Emirates affirms that life begins at conception and 

tat all human life is valuable and must be protected from conception 

until natural death. The term "reproductive health" must therefore not 

include abortion. 

The delegation of the United Arab Emirates interprets 

paragraph 136 (f) consistent with the report of the International 

Conference on Population and Development (particularly para. 7.45 of the 

Programme of Action) and takes into account the reservations and 

statements made at that Conference, especially those concerning issues of 

reproductive and sexual health and the need for parental guidance and 

parental responsibility. 

19. The representative of the United States of America submitted the

following written statement:

Interpretive statement on paragraphs 25 and 204 (bl 

In the context of paragraph 25 of the Habitat Agenda, we do not 

agree that foreign occupation is always destructive of human settlements. 

The United States reiterates that, with respect to 

paragraph 204 (b) of the Habitat Agenda, it is not one of the countries 

that have accepted an "agreed target" for official development assistance 

or have made a commitment to fulfil such a target. We believe that 

national Governments, not international donors, must have the primary 

responsibility for their country's development. Targets detract from the 

more important issues of the effectiveness and quality of aid and the 

policies of the recipient country. The United States has traditionally 

been one of the largest aid donors in volume terms and will continue to 

work with developing countries to provide aid in support of their 

efforts. 

In addition, the United States understands and accepts the 

reference in the paragraph to increasing the share of funding for 

adequate shelter and human settlements to apply to only those countries 

that have accepted the target. 

20. The representative of Zambia submitted the following written statement:

The delegation of Zambia reserves its position on all terminology 

which is in contradiction to the principles of Christianity and is not in 

accordance with its cultural and spiritual values and traditions. 
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Zambia wishes to express its reservations with respect to the term 

"gender" unless it is understood as rooted in the biological sexual 

identity of male and female. 

With regard to the phrase "various forms of the family" in 

paragraph 31 of the Habitat Agenda, while Zambia accepts that the family 

may exist in many forms, it affirms that the origin and foundation of the 

family (the union between the biological man and woman in marriage) are 

unalterable. 

Zambia also expresses its reservation with regard to the term 

"reproductive health" as reflected in paragraph 136 (f) of the Habitat 

Agenda and affirms that life begins at conception and that all human life 

should be protected from conception until natural death. The term 

"reproductive health-care services" must therefore not include abortion. 

The delegation of Zambia further interprets paragraph 136 (f) 

consistent with the report of the International Conference on Population 

and Development, paragraph 7.45 of the Programme of Action, which 

emphasizes the need for parental involvement, guidance and 

responsibility. 

The delegation of Zambia further requests that these reservations 

be included in the report of the Conference. 
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1. At the 18th plenary meeting, on 14 June 1996, the Rapporteur-General

introduced and orally revised the draft report of the Conference

(A/CONF.165/L.4 and Add.1).

2. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft report as orally

revised and authorized the Rapporteur-General to complete the report, in

conformity with the practice of the United Nations, with a view to its

submission to the General Assembly at its fifty-first session.
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Chapter X 

CLOSURE OF THE CONFERENCE 

1. At the 18th plenary meeting, on 14 June 1996, the representative of

Costa Rica, on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are

members of the Group of 77 and China, introduced a draft resolution

(A/CONF.165/L.3), entitled "Expression of thanks to the people and Government

of Turkey".

2. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft resolution (for the

text, see chap. I, res. 2).

3. Statements were made by the representatives of Colombia (on behalf of the

States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and

China), Italy (on behalf of the European Union), the Philippines (on behalf of

the Asian States), South Africa (on behalf of the African States), Uruguay (on

behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean States), the United States

of America (on behalf of the Western European and other States), the Sudan (on

behalf of the Arab States), Morocco (on behalf of the Ministers of the

Arab States) and Romania (on behalf of the Eastern European States).

4. After a statement by the Secretary-General of the Conference, the

President of the Conference made a statement and declared the Conference

closed.
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Annex II 

OPENING STATEMENTS 

Statement by Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali. Secretary-General 

of the United Nations 

I am pleased to inaugurate the United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements (Habitat II}. It is significant that this United Nations 

conference on cities should be held here, in Istanbul, a city with 

over 20 centuries of history. 

Indeed, we have come from every continent, representing major capitals 

and provincial towns, megalopolises and small urban neighbourhoods, to 

Istanbul, to the city par excellence. And the city has opened its arms to 

this international conference; it has welcomed delegations, observers and the 

press to our home for the next few days: Istanbul, the city that straddles 

two continents, where ancient streets and houses merge with modern avenues and 

buildings. 

I should like to pay tribute, on my own behalf and on behalf of the 

United Nations, to the people of Istanbul and of Turkey who have welcomed us 

all so warmly to their beautiful city. I wish to express my special 

gratitude, and that of the United Nations, to the President of Turkey, 

His Excellency, Suleyman Demirel, and to the Mayor of Istanbul, 

Tayyip Erdogan. 

From the time of the selection of Istanbul for this major conference of 

the United Nations, we have been fortunate indeed in the cooperation, 

friendliness and generosity shown by the Turkish Government and people in 

welcoming the world community. Allow me to record here a most profound debt 

of gratitude on behalf of all of us at this Conference. 

The Preparatory Committee and the delegations of Member States have 

worked long months to make this Conference a success. There are still some 

disagreements, but this is a healthy sign of the importance of the issue of 

human settlements and of the commitment of States to the implementation of the 

programme of action. 

Finally, let me thank, on everyone's behalf, the secretariat of the 

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements, headed by the Secretary-General 

of the Conference, Mr. Wally N'Dow, for its continued commitment to the issue 

of human settlements and for its efforts in making this Conference a success. 

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), is the 

last in a series of United Nations conferences that have shaped, during 

the 1990s, an agenda for development. At the same time, this Conference, in 

its innovative design, is a new departure for the United Nations. We should 

all be conscious today that the decisions taken here in Istanbul will be of 

relevance not only for the world of today, but also for the world in which our 

children must live and prosper. 
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I do not wish to pre-empt your discussions over the next few days, and I 

shall not, therefore, treat the various issues before the Conference. 

However, there are three points which, in my opinion, can provide useful 

background as you embark upon your conference debates: 

1. Habitat II as a link in a series of international conferences;

2. Habitat II as an innovation in international conferences;

3. The Habitat Agenda as a follow-up to this international Conference.

Habitat II as a link in a series of international conferences 

Since taking office as Secretary-General in 1992, I have dedicated myself 

to the pursuit of the development agenda of the United Nations. In this 

cause, I have stressed that, following the end of the cold war, it is 

important to view development as a cooperative venture, as an endeavour where 

all partners can benefit from the fruits of growth. This vision of 

development was in sharp contrast to the understanding of development as a 

zero-sum game, where the gains of one economy necessarily meant the loss of 

others. A cooperative vision of development stems from the basic premise that 

there can be no isolation, that, in a rapidly globalizing world, we all have a 

stake in the management of growth and development. 

Starting from this premise, therefore, and from this vision of 

development as a cooperative endeavour, the United Nations launched a series 

of world conferences and summits linked to development. It would be useful, 

here, to list these conferences: 

In June 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development, held at Rio de Janeiro; 

In June 1993, the World Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna; 

In April 1994, the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of 

Small Island Developing States, held in Barbados; 

In May 1994, the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, held at 

Yokohama; 

In September 1994, the International Conference on Population and 

Development, held at Cairo; 

In March 1995, the World Summit for Social Development, held at 

Copenhagen; 

In September 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Women, held at Beijing; 

In April 1996, the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development held at Johannesburg; 

And today, in June 1996, the United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements (Habitat II), held at Istanbul. 
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These conferences have been criticized for their cost. Some have 

criticized their lack of achievement. I wish here, from this forum, to state, 

in the strongest possible terms: I consider the conferences of the 

United Nations central to the work of the Organization, essential to the 

fulfilment of its mandate, and crucial for the determination of the future of 

life on this planet. 

People have journeyed to Istanbul by the thousands for this Conference. 

Nearly 50,000 went to Beijing to set new standards for the role of women in 

society, and some 47,000 came to Rio de Janeiro to find a better balance 

between economic growth and environmental sustainability. At Copenhagen, for 
the World Summit for Social Development, 118 Heads of State or Government came 

to express their concern over the issues of unemployment, marginalization and 

social disintegration. 

The conferences of the United Nations, and the action programmes and 

agendas produced by these conferences, together form an agenda for development 

committed to by the world community. Through these conferences, development 

cooperation will be revitalized and reinvented. The United Nations, its 

Member States and you, the delegates at the conferences, are deciding 

development patterns for future generations. You are deciding the form of 

development cooperation to be adopted by the United Nations; you are setting 

the standards by which the actions of States, organizations and individuals 

will be judged. This is the importance of the international conferences of 

the United Nations. This is the context for the next few days at Istanbul. 

Habitat II as an innovation in international conferences 

But your presence here today is far more than just the continuation of a 

pattern set by the Earth Summit in 1992. Each conference has its specificity, 

its own qualities that distinguish it from all the others. In the case of 

Habitat II, you have gone farther than other conferences in recognizing the 

universality of the issue of human settlements. 

The range of participants here today provides ample evidence that this is 

truly a conference of partners. Representatives of all the institutions and 

organizations of civil society here at Istanbul will be presenting their 

respective platforms and commitments before the Conference. 

Broad-based national committees have completed more than 120 national 

plans of action identifying national priorities for the sustainable 

development and growth of human settlements. Local authorities, on which the 

implementation of Habitat II will depend, have joined non-governmental 

organizations as full partners of this Conference of the United Nations. Even 

more, we shall have the private sector, as a dynamic power for growth, 

represented in every aspect of Habitat II. 

The United Nations is primarily an organization of States. However, the 

increasing contribution of non-State actors is essential if the United Nations 

is to succeed in its work. Indeed, the active participation of non-State 

actors in the work of the United Nations is an essential aspect of the 

democratization of the international system. 
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I am pleased to see that, in addition to this spirit of partnership, 

there is a turn towards realistic solutions rather than good intentions. 

Over 100 national committees have contributed more than 700 Best Practices to 

the Best Practices Initiative for Improving the Living Environment. Many of 

these initiatives illustrate, in concrete form, how we can act on the issues 

already identified in Agenda 21 and in the agendas for action on population 

and development, social development, small island States and women, adopted by 

preceding United Nations conferences. 

More important, the Best Practices demonstrate the capacity of human 

beings to rise to the challenge of difficult situations and to harness the 

resources and inventiveness to repair and renew our societies. 

The Habitat Agenda as a follow-up to this international Conference 

We have come a long way from Vancouver and the first United Nations 

Conference on Human Settlements. In the past 20 years the world has changed 

in dramatic ways. But the problems we faced in the 1970s have not 

disappeared. Poverty, hunger, disease, population imbalances and the lack of 

equity are still with us. 

The cycle of United Nations conferences has allowed the world community 

to address these persistent issues in a new spirit of global cooperation and 

common purpose. It is thus that I understand today's Conference. Human 

settlements, especially cities, are indeed becoming a key factor in the 

complex equations of growth and development, environmental sustainability, 

human rights and the eradication of poverty. 

By the year 2000, almost half the world's population will live in urban 

centres. Problems of jobs, housing, infrastructure and environmental safety 

will increasingly acquire an urban face. By the year 2025, urban dwellers 

will total some 5 billion and BO per cent of them will be in developing 

countries. 

The crises of urban development are crises of all States, rich and poor. 

These challenges, however, are most severe in developing countries. Inner 

city dwellers, the inhabitants of slums or marginalized favelas, ghettos and 

barrios, share in the misery, dangers to health, and a vision of hopeless 

unemployment and marginalization. But such common problems also provide the 

basis for common action, for mutual learning, for cooperation in finding 

solutions. 

This common purpose should not, however, blind us. In some regions of 

the world, we must balance our concern about cities and towns with the need to 

develop rural settlements and the rural economy. In other regions, rapid 

urbanization accompanied by rapid economic growth has resulted in great gaps 

in infrastructure, spiralling land prices, housing beyond the reach of most, 

and growing environmental decay. In the most urbanized parts of the world, 

cities are becoming the focus of national policy. What joins us all is the 

awareness that human settlements will be central to growth and sustainable 

development. Our policies must reflect this. 
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Our collective response will be the Habitat Agenda - a global plan of 

action that embodies our vision of human settlements for cities, towns and 

villages that are viable, safe, prosperous, healthy and equitable. This is 

our vision of the common future, this must be the spirit of Istanbul. 

Let you discussions and debates, in the next two weeks, be inspired by 

the spirit of Istanbul. The spirit of Istanbul is one of learning from the 

past, from previous United Nations conferences and the priorities set in their 

agendas and programmes. The spirit of Istanbul is cooperation and friendship: 

governmental delegations, and non-State actors. The spirit of Istanbul is a 

focus on people. Civic leaders are telling us that people's priorities are 

jobs, safe homes and neighbourhoods, more equitable access to land and 

finance, and sounder environments for their children. 

My final words relate to the world beyond the next two weeks. For I am 

certain that before you adjourn, there will be full agreement on what will be 

known as the Istanbul Plan of Action. In that sense, success is not in doubt. 

But, as in all other United Nations global conferences, real success will be 

measured over the years by the degree to which participants in Habitat II live 

up to what they will commit themselves to in Istanbul. Central and local 

governments, municipal authorities, civic organizations and all other 

non-governmental organizations bear the heavy responsibility of implementing, 

in good faith, the decisions of Istanbul. 

The United Nations family of agencies and programmes shares in this 

responsibility and will play a central role in this monitoring and 

accountability process. The people of the world will be watching and will 

call all of us to account. 

Statement by Suleyman Demirel, President of Turkey 

and President of the United Nations Conference on 

Human Settlements (Habitat II) 

I would like to begin my address by expressing how deeply honoured I am 

to preside over this august Conference. It was a distinct personal pleasure 

for me to offer to host this Conference, during the Earth Summit held in 

Rio de Janeiro in 1992, when I was Prime Minister. It is gratifying to 

witness its realization now. 

On behalf of the Republic of Turkey, I extend to you a warm welcome. The 

people of Turkey welcome you here, to Istanbul, our beloved eternal city, a 

city gearing up for the twenty-first century. Indeed, I find it particularly 

inspiring and exciting that Habitat II is being held at Istanbul. This city 

has been the capital of empires, embracing an exciting richness in cultural 

diversity. 

A city of mesmerizing history, Istanbul offers all the examples of the 

urbanization process with its accomplishments as well as shortcomings. One of 

the biggest and most densely populated mega-cities of the world, Istanbul is 

in many ways the mirror image of the cities of the world. With its unique 

geography spanning two continents, it is a cultural crossroads between the 
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east and west, the north and south. This is why it has served through history 

as a centre for trade and cultural interaction between the cardinal points of 

the globe. 

What, then, could be more appropriate than for the nations of the world 

to meet in this city to unite their efforts to address the issues of 

sustainable human settlements development and adequate shelter for all? Our 

deliberations today, at the threshold of the second millennium, to tackle the 

pressing and critical problems faced by the inhabitants of the world will mark 

a major accomplishment for the United Nations and the international community. 

So will our determination to find solutions that will respond to their needs 

and aspirations in the next century. 

I would like to express my special thanks to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for his strong 

support for the realization of Habitat II in Istanbul. I also wish to thank 

the Secretary-General of the Conference, His Excellency Dr. Wally N'Dow, for 

his tireless efforts and personal involvement throughout the preparatory 

process of this Conference. I should like to add a word of appreciation for 

the important contributions of Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Executive Director of 

the United Nations Environment Programme. 

We are living through times when our planet is fast shrinking. Indeed, 

globalization and interdependence seem to define this era. I cannot emphasize 

enough the vital goal of this very timely initiative at a juncture in the 

history of mankind, when democratization, solidarity, cooperation, and 

scientific and technological breakthroughs constitute the key elements of a 

new road map to a better international order. 

Indeed, the Istanbul Conference provides a crucial opportunity for world 

leaders to commit themselves to the urgent cause of making the world's cities, 

towns and villages healthy, secure and sustainable. 

Today, whether large or small, developed or developing, all countries are 

faced, though in varying degrees, with similar problems in so far as human 

settlements are concerned. We live in times when no single nation can remain 

indifferent to the problems faced by others. No single nation can be left to 

its own destiny in trying to cope with the immense burden posed by the 

problems of this age. It is imperative that we seek a global approach, 

solidarity and consensus on the ways to bring remedies to the problems that 

accompany rapid urbanization the world over. We must seize this opportunity 

fully, not only by adopting the Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul Declaration, 

which will guide our endeavours, but also by resolving to implement without 

delay the commitments contained therein. 

This Conference will serve to fulfil one of the main purposes of the 

Charter of the United Nations which is to achieve international cooperation in 

solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural and 

humanitarian nature, and cooperation in promoting respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all. 

As a natural consequence of the general trend of democratization in the 

world, the need for increased participatory democracy is gathering greater 
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importance. Thus, the fulfilment of the aspirations and goals in the field of 
sustainable human settlements development requires the active participation 

not only of national Governments, but also of parliamentary bodies, local 

governments, regional and international organizations, the private sector, 

research and academic institutions, non-governmental organizations, and 

individuals and intellectuals who feel responsible towards society. 

Habitat II offers a unique and invaluable occasion for all of these partners 

to undertake common commitments for achieving sustainable societies throughout 

the world. 

Now is the time for civil society to add its voice and resources to 

solving global, national and local problems. It is time for civil society to 
take advantage of the Habitat II process, to engage itself in this dialogue. 

We believe that this innovative concept of partnership, which emerged at the 

Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, will reach its peak, in concrete terms, at the 

Istanbul Conference. 

The world has changed profoundly since the first United Nations 

Conference on Human Settlements was held ,in Vancouver back in 1976, when we 

adopted a more sectoral and technical approach to the problems of human 

settlements. We had assumed then that rapid urbanization could somehow be 

slowed down and its effects mitigated, and that Governments were to remain the 
sole responsible actors in achieving this. However, our experience has been 

quite the contrary in the 20 years that have elapsed since then. In most 
parts of the world a mass exodus to cities has already led to greater urban 

poverty and misery, more homelessness, inadequate infrastructure and services 

in the face of increased demands, higher unemployment rates, accelerated 
social disintegration and more crime. In this respect, Governments are 

apparently overwhelmed by the immense and ever-increasing challenges facing 

them. 

It is against this background that Habitat II will search for 

imaginative, practical and effective measures. It also constitutes a 

strategic initiative that will guide us to settlements and urban policies for 

the twenty-first century, which should be inclusive and innovative, capable of 

generating sustainable economic growth, alleviating poverty and improving the 

urban environment. 

Habitat II will be the culmination of all the United Nations Conferences 

that have preceded it. It will deal with every dimension of human 

settlements, including children, the environment, human rights, population, 

social development and women. In short, it will be an all-encompassing and 
comprehensive conference on humankind and the challenges we face in this 

rapidly changing world. It will reinforce the components of sustainable 
development. It will reaffirm that the human being, as confirmed by the 

Declaration on the Occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations, 

is the central subject of our efforts for development, around which all our 

actions must revolve. 

we have to come to terms with the fact that we inhabit Mother Earth 

together, we all share equally the responsibilities associated with our 

planet. Failure in one part of the Earth should be understood as collective 

failure. 
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We cannot afford to let the remarkable achievements of the previous 

United Nations conferences lapse as a result of a lack of willingness to 

fulfil the solemn pledges made, because of perceived short-term benefits. The 

stakes for the future of our children, and their children to come, are too 

high. It would be a grave injustice to future generations to leave them a 

world with all its current problems. We owe them more, and it is incumbent on 
us to offer them a better and brighter future. I believe this is the common 

cause that has reunited us all here in Istanbul. 

Turkey, in this respect, is ready to shoulder her share of the burden and 

responsibility. Furthermore, as the host country, we have reason enough to 

work enthusiastically and constructively towards a successful outcome for the 

Conference. 

With the firm conviction that Habitat II will make an important 

contribution to bringing mankind's hopes and aspirations for a better quality 

of life in the twenty-first century, I wish you a very successful Conference. 

Statement by Wally N'Dow, Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II} 

Today, after a long journey, we have come home. It is fitting that the 
road we have travelled should end here in Istanbul, a city of the past, a city 

of the future, a city of destiny, for in a very large sense it is the destiny 

of our global community - where we will live and how we will live in the new 

world of tomorrow - that we have come �ere to determine. 

We are fortunate, Mr. President, that you will be at the helm guiding us 

as we join hands as partners to launch this memorable and historic undertaking 
for the betterment of the future of humanity. I congratulate you on your 

election as President of the Conference, and I extend to you, to your 

Government and to all the people of Turkey, our gratitude for the 

extraordinary effort that you and they have made to bring us to this moment. 

I know I speak for everyone gathered here in saying we are deeply in your 
debt, and thank you most sincerely for your support. 

Allow me also to congratulate the other officers who have been elected to 

serve on our Bureau - the Vice-Presidents, the Rapporteur-General and the 

Chairpersons of the main committees. I look forward to working with you to 

assure the certain success of this our great undertaking. 

All of us who have been involved in the preparatory process for this 

Conference will, I am sure, identify with my expression of sincere gratitude 

to Mr. Martti Lujanen, the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, who, with 

the able support of his colleagues in the Bureau - the Vice-Chairpersons and 

the Rapporteur - worked ceaselessly but patiently, enthusiastically but 

tactfully, to steer us through a sometimes turbulent preparatory process to 

this point of near-success. We owe the achievements to date to their singular 

effort. 

I would also like to pay tribute to my illustrious predecessor, 
Dr. Arcot Ramachandran, the first Executive Director of the United Nations 

Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), who initiated the idea of the second 
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Habitat Conference 20 years after Vancouver, and to the Commission on Human 

Settlements, which embraced the idea and recommended it for approval by the 

General Assembly. 

To our host city, Istanbul - its mayor, its officials and its people -

there is no way I can adequately express my appreciation for all the effort 

and the commitment you have invested to make this Conference possible. The 

warmth of your welcome, the graciousness of your hospitality, the lengths to 

which you have gone to make us feel at home - nothing I say would do justice 

to your contribution; therefore let me just say, thank you, thank you very 

much for everything. 

Finally, I would like to take this moment to express my gratitude to the 

Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for the opportunity that was 

given me to head this effort and for his confidence and support during the 

preparatory process. He has been with us every step of the way, and his 

leadership in this formidable undertaking is a key reason why we have been 

able to come so far. Indeed, we owe the appellation, "The City Summit" to the 

Secretary-General himself. 

There is symbolic significance in Habitat II taking place in Istanbul, 

this crossroads of civilizations, of urban civilizations, which over the 

centuries has seen and weathered so many of those storms and challenges that 
characterize the urban transformation, storms and challenges not unlike those 

that will preoccupy us in the next two weeks. 

First, though, Mr. President and Mr. Secretary-General, permit me to 

associate myself with your respective thought-provoking addresses which 

together have put into sharp focus the troubling issues this Conference must 

confront. You have set the stage for our discussions, challenging our 

collective political will and courage and charging us to come up with 
imaginative and creative solutions. You have my pledge that we will. 

We embark on our work knowing that there are many issues before the 

United Nations but that our diverse political, social and economic systems and 

ideologies often make cooperation and dialogue difficult and at times even 

impossible. Yet there is one area in which we share a great deal, perhaps 

even total commonality - our human settlements - mega-city and hamlet. There, 

all of us - North and South, East and West - are faced with the same problems 

and opportunities. With all the divisiveness that all too often is the focus 

of attention when it comes to the United Nations, the problems of the human 

settlement serve as a constant reminder that beyond our borders, our different 

languages, our diverse cultural practices, humanity shares a common bond. It 

is that bond - that commonality - that we acknowledge here in Istanbul, the 

last stop on a journey that started in 1994 with the onset of the preparatory 

process for Habitat II. 

As we look beyond the confines of this conference hall, the picture we 

see is not encouraging. We see that, as much as the world has changed since 

the first Habitat Conference, in 1976, human settlements issues have remained 

essentially the same. The context, the framework, has radically shifted, the 

scale has exponentially increased: more people in dire poverty, escalating 

destruction of the human environment, a growing need for adequate shelter, 
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food and infrastructure, and what may well be most important of all, gainful 

employment - issues contributing to political instability and a fragile world 

peace, issues familiar to those who attended the first Conference, issues now 

at the heart of Habitat II, issues that demand a radical change in the way we 

approach our human settlements problems, urban and rural. 

In the course of our preparatory work for this Conference, we have all 

encountered the fallout of the urban explosion that in less than half a 

century has literally changed the face of our planet: cities springing up 

everywhere; the exponential statistics of homelessness and inadequate shelter 

affecting hundreds of millions; slums and shanty towns larger than the 

original cities that spawned them; and all the urban ills now spreading with 

the speed of a plague - poverty, crime, drugs, disaffected youth, paralysing 

traffic, polluted air and water, unhygienic sanitation compounded by a growing 

shortage of potable water - the list is long, the ills the common denominator 

of urban life today. 

Yet bad as conditions are in the city - and no one in any country, rich 

or poor, can doubt that they are getting worse - the situation in the rural 

settlements of many developing countries is even more desperate, and that is 

no less our charge. The spotlight is on our urban areas, but let no one make 

any mistake about it, our task is to shine that spotlight wherever people 

huddle in the dark shadows of their despair - in mega-city or hamlet - without 
the most elementary facilities for decent living. The well-being of rural 

dwellers is no less the business of this Conference. Their future is no less 

at stake in the urbanizing world of tomorrow. And with world population in 

the decades ahead growing at the rate of a quarter of a million people a day, 

the likelihood now is that by far the greater part of these rural dwellers 

will end up in the shadows, too, either homeless or in shelter that 

constitutes an insult to their very humanity. 

We are here in Istanbul not merely to talk about these things. The time 

for talk is long past and the time for action is here. For our cities, with 

their densely packed concentrations of humanity, are nothing less than social 

time bombs, capable of setting off collisions of powerful forces that might 

otherwise peacefully coexist with all that this implies for the stability of 

the international system and for the United Nations itself. 

There is another no less serious implication, too. It is that the 

unresolved problems of our human settlements also threaten a new global 

division between rich and poor, within and between nations. With dramatically 

increasing numbers of people living in poverty, it is a division that may well 

become the dominant characteristic of the new global urban world order, with 
consequences at least as dangerous as the period of East-West rivalry the 

world has only recently left behind. 

To this must be added the sad realization that the end of the cold war 

did not bring with it an era of relative peace. What we have seen, instead, 
has been an escalation of regional wars and conflicts, mostly internal, such 

as those in Somalia, Afghanistan and Bosnia. Although not on the scale of a 

global conflagration, these wars and conflicts have nevertheless destroyed the 

lives, hopes, homes and human settlements of millions of people around the 
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globe. Rebuilding peace here, in these shattered countries, means, first and 

foremost, rebuilding those shattered homes and families, those cities, towns 

and villages. 

For all the problems and difficulties of urbanization, we cannot stop it, 

nor should we. Not only is it at the heart of the new world in the making, 

it is the engine driving it. Indeed, it has long been recognized that urban 

centres and the economic activities associated with them constitute the 

biggest contributor to many a nation's wealth. Our global economy is 

singularly dependent on the fact that cities work, that their institutions 

work, that their communications work, that their laws work. 

Today, no country can be a success if its cities are failures. As never 

before, the fate of nations and cities are intertwined. Indeed, the fate of 

humanity is tied to what is happening - and what will be happening - in our 

cities. For it will be in cities and towns where solutions will have to be 

found for new and old challenges, where the scourges of homelessness, poverty, 

and environmental decay will have to be met, where we have to take on the 

challenge of social disintegration and forge the bonds of human solidarity, 

without which our future will be neither peaceful nor assured. It is where we 

must localize the ideas of Agenda 21 to build the foundations of sustainable 

growth and development for generations yet to come and for prosperity in a 

globalized economy. As Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali put it in his 

special message to the World Assembly of Cities and Local Authorities that 

preceded this Conference: 

"The Habitat II Conference addresses the future of humankind in 

a very comprehensive and integrated way. It is bringing together the 

different strands of development: the issues of population movement and 

urbanization, employment generation, environmental infrastructure and 

living conditions, participation and governance, legislation and finance, 

and sustainable use of resources. These issues must be considered in 

the light of current trends in globalization, liberalization and 

privatization. In short, the Conference is addressing nothing less than 

the economic and social survival of millions of people, in particular the 

poor and the disadvantaged, in both the developed and the developing 

nations." 

Here today, in Istanbul, we stand before a new reality. The recipes of 

the past can no longer suffice. A new global social contract for building 

sustainable human settlements must be forged. Such a contract must reflect 

the transformation of the world's political, economic and social environment 

over the past 20 years: the globalization of the market economy and the 

rising recognition of the role of private economic forces in development 

and growth, the increasing vitality and, indeed, volatility of the forces of 

civil society transforming once voiceless masses into an active, demanding 

citizenry. 

we have only to look at the unprecedented growth of non-governmental 

organizations and other social organizations to see that any global project, 

or national undertaking, must today have the support of the economic, 

political and social forces of all society to succeed and must, therefore, 

reflect their needs and aspirations. Today, local authorities and communities 
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must be engaged not as passive bystanders, but as active participants and 

partners. For partnership and enablement are the keys to forging a strategy 
for sustainable human settlements, and forging such a strategy is what the 

preparatory process for Habitat II has set in motion. 

I am happy to say that the fruits of this effort are much in evidence 

here at Habitat II. We see it in the composition of official delegations and 
in the diversity of other participants who have worked unselfishly to make 

this Conference a reality. The commitment of Governments and their national 

committees to the Habitat II process was an ongoing source of inspiration 

to our preparations for the Conference. Our other partners, the local 

authorities, the non-governmental organizations, the private sector, research 

and academic institutions, labour unions, foundations, women's and youth 

groups, professionals - all and more - were not only resilient in the face of 

obstacles, they were truly the co-creators of this process, of the innovations 

that characterized it, and the agenda for action that will be negotiated by 

this Conference. 

Let it also be said here that the response of our sister United Nations 
agencies and programmes to the call to make this Conference a system-wide 

endeavour has been wholehearted and inspiring. The preparatory process was 

all the richer for their contribution and commitment. 

We live in a period where the abundance of resources is no longer a 

constant in our work, and we must cope with that reality. And, as we all 
know, the United Nations itself is a victim of this financial stringency. 
So it was not at all surprising that many wondered if we could deliver a 

global conference, especially at a time when pointed references to "conference 
fatigue" were the vogue. However, we were convinced that the international 

community, given the right mix of opportunities to contribute to the 

preparatory process, would rise to the challenge. The Conference we launch 

today testifies eloquently to the fact that it did. 

Faced with diminished financial contributions from the traditional 

donors, we appealed to all our partners for essentially in-kind contributions 

by requesting them to initiate, organize and host relevant activities. This 

partnership approach bore precious fruit, including invaluable contributions 

to the preparation of the global plan of action - the Habitat Agenda - which 

will be at the heart of our labours both here in Istanbul and beyond. 

In retrospect, it is indeed gratifying that Governments, the private 
sector, local authorities, non-governmental organizations, women's coalitions 

and youth - the entire civil society of many nations - banded together in 

mutually supportive partnerships to forge and successfully advance a very 

demanding preparatory process. As part of the process, too, we encouraged 
Governments to create an enabling milieu that facilitated cooperation among 

all partners in the preparatory process. Once again, the response carried us 
a long way forward in the search for solutions to make our cities productive, 

sustainable, equitable and healthy. 

I would like to share with all participants the great satisfaction I felt 
as I visited the various regions as they engaged in the Habitat II process. 

From the largest metropolis to the smallest village, from the smallest nation 
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State to the largest country, from the most depressed slum to the most 

fashionable quarter, I found government officials at all levels - national 

to municipal - business executives and associations, women's groups, young 

people, professionals, labour unions - the list is long and covers a 

cross-section of community and neighbourhood life - all engaged and committed 

to the goals of Habitat II and to making their settlements liveable not only 

for themselves, but also for generations yet to come. 

I pause at this juncture to salute all the Governments, organizations, 

private sector institutions, foundations and individuals whose generous 

contributions to Habitat II, in cash and in kind, made today possible. 

The road to Istanbul has been marked by many innovations. One of seminal 

importance has been a pioneering change in the rules of procedure - a change 

that was initiated during the preparatory process and subsequently endorsed 

by the General Assembly in recognition of the important role of local 

authorities and non-governmental organizations, both in the debate and in the 

implementation of the Habitat Agenda. As a result, all the organizations and 

institutions of civil society will receive unparalleled recognition at a 

United Nations conference, nominating their representatives to participate in 

a formal session - in this case in the work of Committee II. This will give 

them an unprecedented avenue of expression through the special hearings the 

Committee will hold to listen to their views, ideas and recommendations. 

It would be difficult to overstate the importance of this change within 

the context of this Conference, particularly in enabling local authorities to 

take the floor in their own right. They speak for countless millions of men 

and women in the cities and towns across the planet, the true constituents of 

Habitat II, and we need to open our doors - and our minds - to their hopes and 

aspirations. 

Habitat II, moreover, will break new ground as a conference in its focus 

on demonstrated solutions. In many ways, the Best Practices Initiative has 

begun the process of identifying where commitments have already been made to 

improve human settlements around the world. Hundreds of communities and 

cities worldwide, in developed and developing countries alike, have taken part 

in a mutual learning process and exchange of concrete experiences on how to 

solve common problems. It has brought the world together and forged bonds of 

future cooperation between and among far-flung cities and communities. The 

Best Practices Initiative underscores as little else does that the Istanbul 

Conference will be an action conference dedicated to solutions, not to a 

litany of woes. 

Furthermore, as part of the national preparatory process, cities and 

countries have begun to collect indicators on housing and urban conditions 

so that their national plans of action and future policies and programmes 

are shaped by priorities that, in turn, are shaped by accurate data and 

information. This will be a crucial element in the effective implementation 

of the Habitat Agenda and provides tangible evidence once again that we are 

not here to talk about the problems, but to do something concrete about them. 

Also, in collaboration with prominent regional and global financial 

institutions, we set out during the preparatory process to elaborate new and 
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innovative financing strategies for human settlements development. Our aim 

has been to allow countries to tap into new capital and financial markets, 

especially in the area of infrastructure, where large-scale financial 

requirements will be essential. 

Finally, the road to Istanbul has been marked by a major effort in public 

education and awareness-raising to bring the issues before the Conference to 

the attention of the wider international audience. That this effort has 

succeeded in creating a strategic breakthrough in global awareness of the 

importance of human settlements to sustainable development and economic 

growth, is, I believe, evidenced in the many organizations and partners that 

have converged on Istanbul. On this we must now build. 

Our aim in this preparatory period has been to build the foundation for 

continuity and implementation in the post-Istanbul period. We have developed 

and honed the tools and mechanisms that will be vital to success. It is 

crucial, therefore, that at this Conference we accelerate our momentum by 

marshalling our political will and commitment to see the job through. 

A key part of that job is directly tied in with the fact that Habitat II 

brings to an end a remarkable continuum of United Nations conferences held in 

this final decade of the century. In essence, it is a continuum that is 

rewriting the United Nations economic and social agenda, providing us with 

a more holistic, more humane message about our global problems and the 

cooperative solutions they require in the new century. And in this respect, 

these conferences are a unifying force in finding new pathways for human 

welfare and in advancing peace and stability. 

More than half a century after it was founded, the United Nations needs 

to reposition itself in terms of its mandate. It must seek a new legitimacy 

based on new needs and new demands, some of them not even contemplated when 

the Charter was written: New York and children; Rio and sustainable 

development; Vienna and human rights; Cairo and population; Copenhagen and 

poverty; Beijing and women. All were milestones on the road to social 

progress, each giving testimony to the concern shared by humankind to stem the 

tide of human misery, despair and deprivation. All make up the global agenda 

of work that every decision maker and every citizen must face up to in the 

decades ahead. All come home in Istanbul, for it is in our human settlements 

that the battle must be fought and won, where we must negotiate our very 

survival. That is what Habitat II is all about. 

The draft Habitat Agenda before this Conference identifies those human 

settlement issues considered to be of greatest importance and highest priority 

around the world. As a consequence of the preparatory process during which it 

evolved, it truly gives voice to the aspirations of global civil society. 

on our journey to Istanbul, the Habitat Agenda took shape as a framework 

for commitments - an indicative plan that will serve as a guide to all key 

groups in making commitments to improve the living environments of all people. 

It acknowledges that Governments have the primary responsibility for 

implementation through their own actions, through enablement of partnerships 

and participatory processes and through coordination at each relevant level. 
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If there is a key to the Habitat Agenda, it is in the recognition of the 

fact that most of the implementing activities will take place at the local 

level and must involve a variety of partners. And here States must take 
seriously their role of facilitator, enabler and supporter of these 

partnerships. This is the fundamental challenge of the Habitat Agenda for our 

urbanizing world. It is the challenge we will have to face together in our 

human settlements. 

Particularly important in a rapidly urbanizing world is the tracking of 

progress and the evaluation of national and local efforts at implementation. 

The United Nations system has, as a whole, a responsibility here to support 

national and local authorities in their efforts to implement the Habitat 

Agenda. Its means for doing so must be first and foremost to strengthen and 

adequately equip the existing institutions which it has already established 

for this very purpose - the Commission on Human Settlements and its executing 

arm, the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat). 

As we start our deliberations, we need to see the challenge of the 

twenty-first century in very clear terms. The challenge is to extend the 

process of sustainable development to the whole human family - both to those 

still living in poverty and deprivation and to the 3 billion or more 

demographers tell us will be added to the global population in the next 

several decades. For this we must be prepared for change. Change is the 

law of life, and the changes that lie implacably ahead will give the world's 

cities new problems, new perils, new possibilities. One of the reasons we are 

in trouble today in the city is that until very recently we either did not 

know, or did not care, what was happening to it, and so were not prepared for 

the changes. 

Today, even as we grapple with the changes that have created our present 

urban dilemma, what may well be one of the greatest changes of all is 

inexorably taking place right before our eyes, and we are only vaguely aware 

of it. The world is beginning to undergo today a structural shift as profound 

as the industrial revolution - the shift from a factory-based economy to a 

computer-based economy, and this shift will be even more fateful than the 

industrial revolution. For whereas the shift from farm to factory spread 

across several generations and allowed time for human adjustment, the shift 

from the factory to the computer as the mainspring of the economy is swift, 

highly compressed and, in consequence, highly traumatic. And as the 

industrial revolution gave us the modern city, so the microchip revolution 

confronts us with the prospect of the post-modern city, with implications 

still unknown for the future of the nation State and national sovereignty. 

We cannot hope to figure out the fate of the future city during the time 

of our Conference here in Istanbul. Nor is the microchip revolution on our 

agenda. Yet, I thought I should mention these matters here because we are 

talking about the future, and because we cannot doubt the impact of today's 

new technologies on the shape and function of the city of tomorrow. Unlike 

what happened with the urban problems of today, we must see - and recognize 

the signs of what is to come. 

Forgive me for the time I have taken, but there is so much that is in my 

heart that I want to convey to you. First, I want to reiterate my thanks to 
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all Member States represented here today both for their material support and 

the invaluable contributions they have made through their national reports and 

for their cooperation and collaboration during the preparatory process. To 

each and every one of you - delegates, local authorities, non-governmental 

organizations, the private sector, everyone who had a hand in bringing us to 

this day - and there were many - to each one of you goes my personal and 

heartfelt thanks. Finally, I am grateful to my colleagues at the Centre, 

particularly the Habitat II ad hoc secretariat, for their hard work, 

dedication and support. Without their contribution, this Conference could 

not have been organized. 

As this Conference now gets under way, it is my hope that everyone here -

delegates and representatives of national Governments, mayors and other civic 

leaders, representatives of local authorities, non-governmental organizations, 

entrepreneurs, professionals, women, men and youth - will strive to bring to 

our deliberations the vision and the commitment that brought them to this 

Conference in the first place: the promise of global social progress and a 

brighter future for our children and all coming generations. That is a 

responsibility we all share. 

Let me leave you with this thought. Nearly five centuries ago, I am 

told, there appeared here in Istanbul, in an official Ottoman register, a 

couplet that presciently suggested what might well be the official anthem for 

this Conference, if not, indeed, the urban anthem for tomorrow: 

"It is true art to create a glorious city, 

And to fill the hearts of its people with felicity." 

May our work here lay the foundations of the glorious cities of the 

future and fill the hearts of people everywhere with hope and felicity. 
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Annex III 

CLOSING STATEMENTS 

Statement by Wally N'Dow, Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) 

soon the gavel will fall, and the United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements (Habitat II) will be history. But rather than marking an end, the 

gavel will signal a new beginning, the dawning of a fresh new day of hope for 

the people of the world. 

For after you sound the gavel, Mr. President, you will not set it aside. 

You will, instead, hand it down to each and every one of us as a symbol of 

change. Together in these past two weeks we have forged an unprecedented 

global partnership to redeem the promise set out in the Charter of the 

United Nations of "better standards of life in larger freedom". Together we 

must go forth from Istanbul to complete the task we started here under your 

guidance. 

I congratulate this Conference for what it has achieved - the unity of 

purpose that ran through it like a thread, making us one; the determination 

that this was to be a conference of accomplishment; the spirit of 

accommodation and consensus that made it so. Habitat II is, indeed, a 

fitting finale to what has been nothing less than an inspiring continuum of 

United Nations conferences - an inspired continuum that in the last decade of 

this century shines like a beacon lighting the way ahead. I thank all Member 

States both for making this possible and for demonstrating, as they have, that 

they are ready to face up to the challenges of the new urban world now taking 

shape, East and West, North and South. 

My thanks also go to our partners - from local authorities to 

non-governmental organizations and individual volunteers, from the private 

sector to national academies of science and engineering, from women's and 

youth groups to trade unions and coalitions of the elderly - all have played a 

critical role in writing this new chapter in the history of United Nations 

conferences. Habitat II has been a people's conference in every sense of the 

word, and the international system will be the beneficiary - more effective, 

more vibrant, more representative. 

Whatever I say in praise of our host Government and the City of Istanbul 

will be insufficient and inadequate. They have extended themselves well 

beyond anything we had a right to expect, beyond anything spelt out in formal 

agreement. The arrangements have been superb, the cooperation and support 

extended to us magnificent and heart-warming. In such an atmosphere we could 

do no less than succeed. 

It would be impossible to single out everyone who deserves thanks. 

I cannot, however, let this moment pass without expressing my great 

appreciation to Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz, Foreign Minister Emre Gonensay, 

State Minister Ayfer Yilmaz, Ambassador Huseyin Celem, Ambassador Inal Batu, 

Ambassador Ugurtan Akinci, Ambassador Balkan Kizildeli, Yigit Guloksuz and 
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his Housing Authority team, Gurel Tuzun and Sefik Onat, Istanbul Governor 

Ridvan Yenisen, Istanbul Mayor Tayyip Erdogan, and all the other mayors 

assembled in Istanbul who helped in the process, for example Guray Atig Sisli, 

as well as to all the others I have not named and with whom we worked so 

closely day and night - my colleagues and I will never forget you. 

But in the final analysis, our sincerest and most deeply felt thanks go 

to you, Mr. President. Not only have you encouraged us from the start, but 

your advice and suggestions have been a constant source of inspiration. And 

for your role as President of the Conference during these past two weeks, 

we are even deeper in your debt. 

I thank the other members of the Bureau and the Chairman and spokesmen of 

the regional groups who have worked so selflessly and with such dedication to 

chart the fortunes of this Conference. I would be remiss, indeed, if I did 

not pay tribute to the members of the United Nations family, to all our sister 

agencies, as well as to other United Nations organizations, including the 

international lending institutions, whose help and cooperation made Habitat II 

a truly system-wide undertaking, and to all the members of the Conference 

secretariat who did so much to make sure that everything worked. If I add a 

special word here to Under-Secretaries-General Ismat Kittani and Nitin Desai, 

and to James Gustave Speth, coordinator of all the United Nations development 

activities, I am sure my other colleagues will understand. 

Above all, however, I must thank the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, first for giving me the opportunity 

to serve as Secretary-General of the Conference, and second, for his advice 

and support every step of the way. When he left Istanbul, he asked me to 

convey to you the importance he attaches to the adoption of the Habitat 

Agenda. He considers it vital to the success of the human development mandate 

of the United Nations and its ultimate goals of peace, freedom and a better 

life for all. 

We came to Istanbul charged with finding answers to some of the most 

far-reaching and troubling issues of everyday life in a world that is changing 

more rapidly than at any time in recorded history - from the microchip 

revolution, whose ultimate impact is still unknown, to the urban explosion 

whose fallout is being felt in mega-city and rural hamlet alike. We literally 

go to sleep in one kind of world and wake up in another. 

But we are long past the time of talking about the problems. We came to 

Istanbul to do something about them. We came here to launch a process, to 

challenge each other and to adopt a global plan of action aimed at solutions 

for what is perhaps the most widely shared concern of people in all parts of 

the globe - where they live and how they live. 

We have waved no magic wand during these past two weeks. When we leave 

here, nearly a billion people will still be homeless or live in inadequate and 
dangerous housing; teeming cities will still be ill-prepared for the 

increasing numbers of people flocking to them; the urban ills of our day -
poverty, crime, drugs, disaffected youth, polluted air and water - will not 
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suddenly be cured; and hundreds of millions of people will continue to huddle 

in the dark shadows of despair in stagnant rural areas that offer little hope 
for the morrow. 

But this Conference has spoken with one voice to say, loudly and clearly, 
"Enough!" But change will not take place overnight. it will take time, an 
agonizingly long time. As of today, however, the process - the Habitat 

process - has begun. For those who decry United Nations conferences, this 
Conference offers eloquent testimony that they can and do play a vital part in 
building and strengthening the entire international system - as did the 
Rio Conference for sustainable development, the Cairo Conference for 

population, the Beijing Conference for the empowerment of women and other 
United Nations conferences of the 1990s. 

We have not agreed on everything, but we have reached a global consensus 
that the status quo cannot continue. More important, we have agreed to work 
together to make the difference, to declare that the time for action has come. 

The agreement reached on the right to adequate housing may well be the 

foundation on which we build for the future. It clearly points up the spirit 
of accommodation that has been the mark of this Conference. We are not 

divided into winners or losers here. All of us have won; the street children 
of the world have won; the inadequately housed and homeless have won; and we 

all have reason to be proud of the outcome. It exemplifies the international 

system at its best: bringing diverse, often opposite, viewpoints together for 
the greater common good. In so doing, we have unequivocally committed 

ourselves to the full realization of human rights and, in this particular 
context, the right to adequate housing as set forth in international 
instruments. It is an achievement that makes the global plan of action 
adopted here not just an expression of good intent, but a practical road map 
to the future of the new urban world. 

The Habitat Agenda is all the more relevant and courageous in its 
affirmation of this right. It is not overstating the case to say that the 
Habitat Agenda "is a global call to action at all levels", for it does, 
indeed, offer "a positive vision of sustainable human settlements - where all 
have adequate shelter, a healthy and safe environment, basic services, and 
productive and freely chosen employment". 

The Habitat Agenda will indeed guide our efforts to turn this vision into 
reality. But it will not be easy, for the issues before this Conference 
require us to achieve a delicate balance, taking into account numerous 
priorities. Massive urbanization in the developing world will create 
environmental, social and infrastructural needs. If these needs are not 
addressed, the urban physical and social environment will deteriorate and the 
potential of cities to serve as economic engines of growth and settings for 
sustainable human development will be compromised. The key is Agenda 21, the 
blueprint for sustainable development that is our legacy from the Rio Summit. 
Each city must have its own Agenda 21. Each community must have one. And 
all must be tied in with the national plans of action prepared for this 
Conference. North or South - if we do not act now, our cities may well poison 
us, and prosperity will then become a hollow mockery of hopes unrealized. 
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But here, as in all aspects of the challenge confronting us, this 

Conference has demonstrated, as nothing on the international scene has ever 

done before, that we cannot do the job by ourselves. National Governments 
can enable and facilitate, but the actual work must be carried out by a wide 

range of actors, starting with local authorities and cutting through a wide 

spectrum of civil society: the private sector, women's and youth groups, 

non-governmental organizations, foundations, labour unions, academies of 

science and engineering, professional and research groups - the list is long, 

and we are all the richer for their passionate involvement. 

Certainly, the presence here of thousands of women has focused our 

attention on a situation that cannot be ignored or permitted to continue. 

Women today constitute 70 per cent of the world's 1.3 billion absolute poor, 

and 50,000 of them and their children die daily as a result of poor shelter, 

water and sanitation. The women who have come to Istanbul are here to seek 

deeper commitments from the international community to change the conditions 

that keep the majority of them powerless and poor. The women's movement, one 

of the most important developments of the past half century, has awakened us 

to the inequities that most women still must live with; we have made a 

commitment here that such inequities cannot, and must not, be permitted to 

continue. But recognition without action is not enough. And we still have a 

long way to go. 

The same is true of our involvement with youth. The human settlements -
the cities of tomorrow - belong to them. I have been inspired by the presence 

of so many young women and men, and I congratulate them for the active role 

they have taken in our proceedings. Their wisdom belies their years, and we 

are all the wiser for their presence. 

It would be hard to compile a comprehensive list of what all these groups 

have added to the conference process. Just one result evident here in 

Istanbul is the series of dialogues and other parallel events, such as the 

inspiring Wisdom Keepers gathering of eminent spiritual leaders and 

philosophers. All have enriched our proceedings and, in effect, are the 

pillars upon which this Conference has rested. 

Permit me at this point to interject a word of thanks to all the 

donors - governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental - that sponsored 

so many of the activities during the preparatory process and, indeed, here at 

the Conference itself. They provided a dimension to Habitat II that would be 

hard to measure and added evidence that we could not have done the job without 

the help of our partners. If the distinguished delegates were the heart of 

Habitat II, our partners were its soul. 

It was a wise decision, indeed, that opened the doors of the Conference 

to their participation. It was an unprecedented challenge, and Habitat II met 

it by creating Committee II with its impressive hearings. When mayors or 

representatives of the private sector or of the Huairou Women's Commission 

or of youth, the elderly, scientists or one of the 2,100 accredited 

non-governmental organizations made their statements, when the dialogues 

and the forums reported, it was as if a fresh breeze had blown through the 
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house - a fresh breeze of ideas, of hope, of promise. Yes, we made history at 

Habitat II. The United Nations and the entire international system will be 

the better for it. 

It will be the better for the concept of best practices that was such an 

important feature of our proceedings. We were determined that Habitat II 
would not be made up of a litany of what was wrong with our cities and human 

settlements. We were determined to show that communities the world over were 

working to solve their problems, that what worked in one city could well work 

in another. The global database that we established with our partners in 
Dubai will be one of the legacies of Habitat II. 

Where do we go from here? By any standard, we have had a highly 

successful Conference. Yes, as the critics of the United Nations will 
doubtless say, there has been a lot of talk. But it has been good talk, 

valuable talk, indispensable talk. We have cut to the heart of the issues we 
came to grapple with, and we have made progress. 

We have adopted a global plan of action that puts the burden of action 

where it belongs. The international system cannot do the job alone. Cities 
cannot do the job alone. We are all in this together, and we must share the 
responsibility. That is what we have decided here during these past 

two weeks. 

I do not deny there will be a cost for this. But it is not excessive. 

The resources exist to provide every man, woman and child on this earth with 

safe water and sanitation and a roof over their heads. One estimate puts the 
cost at US$ 100 per person. But whatever the total is, it will be nothing 

compared with what the cost will be if we do not face up to it. What we need 
is the courage, the political will, the vision to press ahead. 

The global community currently allocates some US$ BOO billion a year to 

military budgets. With the demise of the cold war, is it not time that we 
considered shifting a percentage of those funds from the "old" national 

security need for huge military budgets to the "new" human security need to 

provide housing, safe water and sanitation for human settlements, both urban 

and rural? 

The threats to our national security in the next century are not just 

from guns - but from formidable challenges to health care and the environment 

in both the developed and the developing worlds. If every nation on earth 

agreed to reduce its military budget by just 5 per cent over the next 

10 years, the world community could begin to address the currently intractable 
human settlements problems of a world urbanizing faster than it can now 

afford. 

Indeed, by the work of our own hand - through war, through tribal 

conflict, through civil strife - we are destroying faster than we are building 
in many parts of the world: Rwanda, Bosnia, Burundi, Liberia. Overnight we 

raze entire neighbourhoods, creating millions more refugees. This Conference 

cannot turn its back on what is happening. It would undercut our entire 

process. 
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The United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), which served 

as the secretariat of this Conference - and I wish to extend my personal 

thanks here to each and every one of my colleagues at the Centre, whose 

dedicated efforts contributed so much to today's memorable outcome - looks 

forward to its role in implementing the Habitat Agenda. Much work remains to 

be done here, especially in continuing the partnership we started with local 

authorities and in further developing the long-standing relationships we have 

had with the non-governmental community around the world, in addition to other 

existing strong partnerships. I know I speak for all my colleagues when I say 

that we welcome the challenge posed by the Habitat Agenda and we thank the 

many delegations that called for the strengthening of the Centre. We feel 

energized by the confidence bestowed on us by your decisions here. The job 

ahead is a big one, and we need your help - and guidance - to carry it out. 

We need your help to see· to it that the national committees you 

established and the plans of action you devised are continued and implemented. 

The opportunities before us are boundless, but we need you to help us realize 

them. We need the continued help also of all our partners in civil society, 

and my hope is that when the Commission on Human Settlements meets in 

April 1997, they will be there in strength, even as they are here now. We 

need the help of everyone here to implement the Habitat Agenda so that 

"enablement" is not just an idea but a reality that sees people in all 

localities everywhere given the means and the opportunity to help themselves 

and their communities. 

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) will soon 

be a memory. But the seeds it has planted will grow and flourish. Our 

cities, our towns, our hamlets are our future, and we leave here with a global 

plan of action to save them and ourselves. 

In the final analysis, however, it will require more than bricks and 

mortar to cure the urban malaise that now grips the world. As you know, one 

of the centre-pieces of our Conference was a Human Solidarity Forum that 

brought together many of the world's leading thinkers. It was their feeling 

that I should convey to you the message that the urban civic spirit that once 

could be defined in relatively clear, concentrated dimensions must now find a 

new definition so that the human spirit can be motivated, so that people can 

be mobilized to do the things that must be done if they are to live together 

in harmony. No rebuilding of a decayed infrastructure will be sufficient 

unless we also pay attention to the urban soul. That is the only way we will 

make our human settlements liveable and clear up the slums, the ghettoes, the 

shanty towns of our cities - and our minds. 

Finally, I am proud to assert that Habitat II has helped make the 

United Nations even more relevant to the people of the world, the people for 

whom it was created. The very first words of the preamble to the Charter are 

"We, the peoples " Habitat II has reaffirmed that the United Nations 

belongs to them. 



A/CONF.165/14 

page 226 

Statement by Suleyman Demirel, President of Turkey 

and President of the United Nations Conference on 

Human Settlements (Habitat II) 

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) has 

successfully concluded the task it set out to accomplish. Every aspect of the 

two main themes of the Conference - adequate shelter for all and sustainable 

human settlements development - has been discussed at length during the course 

of the last two weeks and an overall consensus on these questions has emerged 

as a result of our in-depth deliberations. This Conference is the very first 

"partnership conference" in United Nations history. The participation of 

Member States and representatives of nearly every component of social life has 

not only greatly enriched the deliberations, but has also set an important 

precedent for the future. 

Given the all-encompassing nature of the main themes of the Conference, 

the negotiations from time to time became a heated debate. However, we 

succeeded in reflecting the converging points of all the views, expectations 

and concerns voiced, as well as the proposals put forward during these intense 

discussions, in the Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat Agenda, which we have 

just adopted. Thus, the process initiated with the resolution adopted by the 

General Assembly in 1992 mandating the last in a series of global conferences 

held by the United Nations during the last decade of this century has come to 

a successful conclusion. 

However, this end in itself is not sufficient. Our actual task is only 

just beginning. We should not leave these two documents on some library shelf 

to gather dust and regard them merely as sources to consult from time to time 

to refresh our memories. To the contrary, we must put them to effective use 

as the main sources of reference to guide our future endeavours to render 

all human settlements healthier, safer and more liveable, equitable and 

prosperous. This is the assignment entrusted to us. Now that all has been 

said, the texts have been drafted and the commitments have been made. It is 

time to transform words into deeds and to take concrete action at the national 
and international levels. Broad-based implementation in collaboration with 

all partners at the national level and effective cooperation and solidarity at 

the international level are indispensable. It is also essential that we 

review, assess and monitor implementation at both levels from time to time. 

The Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat Agenda provide for all the means 

and mechanisms to be utilized. As in most cases, the measure of our success 

is entirely dependent on our resolve and political will to translate these 

documents into concrete action. Experience has almost always shown that we 

are doomed to fail whenever we lack the will to follow through. If we lack 

conviction, even perfect documents do not stand a chance of success. 

Can we afford to lean back and simply watch as the problems become 

increasingly chronic? Or are we going to provide solutions to them quickly? 

I would assume that since we do not wish to be overwhelmed by these problems, 

our choice would clearly be to seek swift and effective solutions. Together, 

we must find the ways and means of achieving this and to resolve the problems 

before they arise. 

When we speak of international cooperation and solidarity, we are 

naturally inclined to turn to the only organization of a truly universal 
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character - the United Nations. The actual role of coordinating and 

monitoring the implementation of the Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat 

Agenda at the international level will rest mainly on the United Nations 

system, particularly on the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 

(Habitat) and the Commission on Human Settlements. We believe that the 

restructuring process in which the United Nations is currently engaged should 

not adversely affect the functioning of these two bodies. 

Turkey and the City of Istanbul have mobilized vast human and material 

resources, exerted every effort and placed all means available at the disposal 

of Habitat II to ensure its success. I believe it would be correct to state 

that this objective has been met, the mission accomplished. This is, indeed, 

deeply gratifying and a source of great pride for Turkey. 

I am confident that, in addition to the innovative and extremely 

important concept of "partnership" that has been initiated at this Conference, 

Habitat II will always be remembered for its other path-breaking features, 

such as the Best Practices Initiative, Thematic Dialogues for the 

Twenty-first Century, the marriage of global and local interests and 

concerns, its parallel activities and the Non-Governmental Organizations 

Forum. We can also cite the consensus reached on the right to adequate 

housing as yet another noteworthy accomplishment of the Conference. 

I wish to pay a special tribute to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, and express our deep 

appreciation for his strong support for the realization of this Conference as 

a city summit in Istanbul. 

I also wish to thank the Secretary-General of the Conference, 

His Excellency Dr. Wally N'Dow, whose ceaseless efforts during both the 

preparatory process and the Conference itself played a vital role in making 

Habitat II a success. 

Let me also express our special thanks to the United Nations Secretariat 

and all the others behind the scenes, without whose support, time and 

dedication this Conference could not have been crowned with success. 

We are grateful for the decisive role played in the successful outcome of 
the Conference by all the attending delegations and the world leaders who have 

honoured us with their presence and contributions in the high-level segment of 
the Conference. I wish to praise the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

Mr. Boutros-Ghali, for defining the general atmosphere of the Conference as 

the "Spirit of Istanbul" and to thank him for the keepsake he has given us 

with this definition. 

The issue of improving the condition of human settlements and the quality 

of life is the common cause of all mankind. Therefore, we must dedicate 

ourselves to this cause and to ensuring a brighter future for humanity. This 

is the noble mission entrusted to us. We can only achieve it by keeping the 

"Spirit of Istanbul" alive and carrying it further. Turkey is prepared and 

has the resolve to do its share to this end. 

I wish to thank you all once again for your invaluable contributions to 

the success of Habitat II and hope that you leave Istanbul with many fond 

memories. 
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Annex IV 

RESERVATIONS EXPRESSED ON THE ACCREDITATION OF 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

1. The representative of Greece stated the following:

As already mentioned at the pre-Conference consultations, my 

delegation has held the view that the participation of the Federation of 

West Thrace Turks in Europe as an observer to the Conference is not 
warranted because (a) its objectives are not relevant to the subject of 

this Conference and (b) its name is not in conformity with existing 

international treaties. We continue to hold this view and discussions 

during the consultations have only reinforced our belief in our position. 

Further, the objections raised by my delegation are equally valid 

for the Western Thrace Turkish Solidarity Association, based in Istanbul, 

Turkey - a non-governmental organization that submitted its candidacy for 

observer status to the Conference more recently. 

However, while repeating again the objections of my delegation to 
according observer status to these two non-governmental organizations, 

should there emerge an overwhelming majority to accord observer status to 

them, my delegation, in a spirit of compromise, will not stand in the way 

of such an agreement. 

2. The representative of Turkey stated the following:

With regard to the three Turkish Cypriot non-governmental 

organizations which are not recommended for accreditation by the 

secretariat (see document A/CONF.165/5/Add.2, annex II), the delegation 

of Turkey wishes to state that, in a spirit of compromise, Turkey will 

not object to the decision of the secretariat. However, the delegation 

of Turkey wishes to state, for the record, its reservations on this 

matter. 
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STATEMENT ON THE COMMONLY UNDERSTOOD MEANING OF THE TERM "GENDER"* 

1. During the 19th meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women, acting
as preparatory body for the Fourth World Conference on Women, an issue arose

concerning the meaning of the word "gender" in the context of the Platform for

Action of the Conference. In order to examine the matter, the Commission

decided to form a contact group in New York, with the Commission's Rapporteur,
Ms. Selma Ashipala (Namibia), as Chairperson. The Commission mandated the

informal contact group to seek agreement on the commonly understood meaning of

"gender" in the context of the Platform for Action and to report directly to

the Conference in Beijing.

2. Having considered the issue thoroughly, the contact group noted that:

(1) the word "gender" had been commonly used and understood in its ordinary,

generally accepted usage in numerous other United Nations forums and

conferences; (2) there was no indication that any new meaning or connotation

of the term, different from accepted prior usage, was intended in the Platform

for Action.

3. Accordingly, the contact group reaffirmed that the word "gender" as used

in the Platform for Action was intended to be interpreted and understood as it

was in ordinary, generally accepted usage. The contact group also agreed that

the present report should be read by the President of the Conference as a

president's statement and that the statement should be part of the final

report of the Conference.

* The statement was presented at the Fourth World Conference on Women by

the President of the Conference. 










