udomwm,’
researchers u;:u e,

only
one-elghth of the world's :urrem
Income. " Innovative approaches
are needed,” says the
Secretarlat, In a maglsterial
understatement.  Some 4,500
official delegates, from 134
countrles, met In Yancouver last
week In an attempt to find
some. PETER WILSHER reports
from Habitat, the world
conference on human settle-

, in C s richest

by the pedlars of badges; llptZ‘
, posters; hof

irline tickets and

plight of the world’s most
miserable citizens. But
whether the ns them-
selves will receive even 10
cents worth of help as a result
of all this talk remains deeply
unclear.

Habitat is the latest in the
series of global gatherings
which started four years ago
in Stockholm (the environ.
ment) and have pmgrexsed
through Bucharest (
tion), Rome ;’ od),

Cxtx zwoman :iroln (trade)
now o : g shores
lumbia.

'l‘ha rﬂlomlc of these things
has been succinctly set out by
Mnhbub ﬂ }hq \'ho Cmbrldga

11 nln dw:lﬂrgmn t. It
0] an| €] ent
?l c{s says, ;m a reallsation
ﬂae poox' "nations that they
can negotiate a better deal at
the international level, througb
the instrument of collecti
bargaining. While the new
trade unionism of the poor
nations has yet to take a con-
crete and specific form, its
objectives are clear: a greater
equnhty of opportunity and
{m Icipation ls equals round
the barga!mng tables of the

Then are, however, certain
rules raqulred “an orderly
dialogue.” ilar, the
rich and the poorh-  to agree
that serious negotiations are
necessary and acce le in
pnnclple, so that ey start
with so al commitment to
get somewheu and they must
narrow the areas of negotia-
tions down tfo manageable
proportions. Both these con-
ditions seem to have been
comprehensively ignored in the

martial-law

harmonious integration or co-
operatlon of a wide varlety of
components.” There is a set
of  recommendations
natlonal action (eg,
issue in Infnmucture policy
must be to achieve eater
equity of access to , Ser-
vices and information )‘ And
there are the prog'rammes for
international - operation,
which boil dnwn t0 an argu-
ment over the desirability and
%ssMe site for yet another
ency to hand out what-
amounts of
aid and "tech-
nical assistance " thie members
can be persuaded to volunteer.
totally vague and all-
embrac g, these propositions
allow for the introduction of
almost any topic under the
sun, and few delegates seem
able to resist the temptation.
Far more time Ins been spel
in the first
proliferation ¢

dlscllsﬂ

Studies, explams with bitter
lucidxty um discusslng hous-
the means

how half !he popula-
e world lives and
or man is a badly-

tmn ot
!ed badly-dressed lmterate

§ who lives in a rudim

rural shelter or a run-down
house, bad.ly servlced and
surrounded by garbage.”

Up in the main official hall;

other . He merely sug-
gested, cautiously, that there
ould b

one another: and the only t&rpe
of love which would be effec-
tive in the htly-packed
world we llready ve in would
be a passionate love.”

‘The passionate love does not

S seem to extend noticeably to

Canada’'s submerged 1. 4'.
the newly-militant Indian
munities, with their high u‘lmt

8 rates, alcoholism and welfare-
#lso  with

2 a ,gotenﬂll in

ymmunities in
2 ths vut Mackenue River oil
v ha but it needs -ome maj

dependency, but
PD < lneonv-niem
Eve them

bia and vlrtuﬂlly
tho whole of the Yukon and
th Territo:

Ro

sttting for over a
the interests of
small Indian co

llnd claims, wi

assess Plerre Trudeau: eall to love

around the inter-
na:uonri agencles for years,
or’ coun~

gwyutlcd uxg. -jgnn
ufum is mo be seen
hert

Instead there is plous talk.

spect The West would like to help‘

but they have balance of

Housing ments problems. The O]

that
t be laid on the ulrle by

C
nations  don't aee why thei'
should do it all.

8 the developed countr!u as 3 ¢ thy

nnl The Tondo ﬂ“]‘j‘ﬁ area: rehmulnz hopes held back by Manila’s

200m people on earth whose
living conditions are already
characterised by “ intolerable
congestion and squalor.”

Even when the ehut, rehyed
by closed-circuit
from four hotels, tln‘ee cam-
mittee rooms and Vancouver's
largest theatre, does happen to

touch on humdrum
like drains and rental lav
its emptiness has to be helrd
to be believed.

One Australian delegate,
Norman Flscher, launched a
broadside attack on “recom-
mendations so vague as to be

first step towards solving the
pml'llems of a city vuke
r- N , where ovor 60' g
could not aff

$30 .
from the lndultr!ll an

needs.
much; she told a specially-
convened plenary session, then
a mere $3 billion a year for a
decade would bring virtually
all communities the blessing
of “pure; sweet water.” sne
Tecelved a sundmg ovatlon,
but no cheques

Part of the trouble; mrly

th Third

atently
ailed to agree any clear-cut
umlfzd set of demlnds which
might have some chance of
acce tance in the rather tense,
netad _world. - Mexico'
e!l ent, Luls Echeverrla,
Whose entoura; a accounts for
Solaror o e P
egates he P s
the next UN

Secretn'y Ge eral
widely _expecte

rnment Strengt!

on on earth, decldea
the last moment not to

the World
‘unnels more

shanty
now house hllf the wurld‘
urban po &
'.hn lnsu uom putmi ether,
elega:

should be t‘o encourage the
bmk \n do more—both on its

mmercial and
the o mﬁat" rates of its inter-
nn‘uoml dwdop! ta
But reality,
el under oxtr -aordin:
leulties. Set up in 1946 as
a device to ebuns Enrope, it
l' now trd

otmy dlﬂnent Mme and :ltu~
ation. Virtually every dollar
it now spends among the poor
involves a astic bending
of those . Yet not one
word was heard in Vancouver

hronistic—
to tho

US.
there is little evldenco that

wag - Peter Shore even

the power he. potentially ):o}d:

oid

THE POOR?

When the bank team went
to the Philippines last year; -

e of the most voclferous

squatter’lndeu was tempors
Lﬁ and confined '
un l.fter '.he officials had |
eft. When the World Council ;

: or Churches put up money 8o
. that five of the squatters could -

Carla Mills: tough US delegate

Luis Echeverri

gramme scored a great success
with the distribution of free
vi!l e sets. Parents
ed and the
ropped dramatically. ~ But
repeated in Indla, tha experl-
ment was a disaster. The
children were sent to watch,
and new births soared.
A more elzborate, and more
directly relevant example is

to be found right here in Tt‘ge

Vancouver art §all
hlghtpot ol the Habitat exhibi-
n is the prizewinning en'try
an international architec
tun! ‘contest, which called for

at cheap, ingenlous and as far as
?os:&e self-help solutions for

redevelopment of one of
Manita's most teeming squatter ri
settlements.

firework display "

to Vancouver for the judg-
ing of the competition they -
were not allowed to leave the - -
country.
Squatting has alwnys beenj
technically ille;
on!y this

first-ever arrests -
were made for this “crime/* -
of which something like 1 bil.
lion people aroun
at this moment. The,
ﬁmt houses actually built on
tho Da u&at-dlgatmg site are not
design, but solid
oﬁiclnlly-camﬂcnted houses at
rents no squatter could
concefvably ord. Whether,
Athfield’s ~ pleasant coconut

" construction, or any other self-

build, add-on-a-bit-when-you.
can-afford-it shelters will ever,
go up there remains ba .
seen. But it is hard to imagine
any Habitat resolution

ing the matter either wa

three quesﬂons comes
the bank's Mahbub al

from
““What are the chances of dq.

The $35,000 winner, Ian Wh

Athfield, has never previously
been outside New Zealand, but

gures he has put in an immense

sympathetic effort, creating

gardens and job-opportunities,.

nacgssary political will and the,

enlightened international atti-

tude that is needed even to
wn  this -

integrating ingenious forms of n&my?

do-ltyouneu
use of the

g maximum
uhlqultom local doconut palm
as his basic building material,
to produca housing that he
insists (¢ other know-
ledgenMe se -huﬂdm doubt)
dh( h!n the reach of Manila’

-D0O!
But thnn the problems start.
The Tondo foreshore, which
is being cleared for a new
container-base and fishport,
and the
velopment to which its tough,

selfsufficlent squatters are to Chil

be ‘moved, are the subject of a
loan now bein|
negoﬂntad between t.he ‘Worl
Bank d the Philippine
Government. They are also
bang in-the middle of
anila's martialdaw politics.

energy, and |

at-dagatang de- )

The other is embodied in

an exeh tecorded at
cluldmnl [abitat, where the

es of delegates are en- -
te-rta with a replica of th
grown-ups' conference up-
town. -
Interviewer: What do yau
think are the blg problems o{
Habitat? .
Child: I don't know. 'l'heponr’ :
Interviewer: Do you have u;y -
‘problems, any
h-

I don’t have any

lems. We 1ich. Somebody
came to Tob us once but they
caught him,
Interviewer: Are enjoying
this conference? S

Child: No. We're all just wait.
ing to go on holidays. oy

DUPORT GROUP
Anlndlmrlal holding company with
inerests n Stel, Faundris,

unadries,

Enginlmnn. Beds, Furniture, Kitchen
Furniture and Curtain Rail Systems

Salient points from the Report and Statement by the
Chairman, Mr. Eric C. Sayers, for the year ended
31st January 1976.

B The recession In demand In UK and overseas markets sffected ali parts of the Group with
Stoel Division. Group profits before taxation for the first half of

particularly serlous effect upor




